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1. What is On Demand Testing?

On Demand Testing is an online resource for teachers to use when, where and how they
choose. It puts teachers in the driving seat as they control the entire process from test
selection, to analysis and use of the assessment data the program will produce. It is optional,
time saving and able to be administered to a single student and/or a whole class. It offers a
number of advantages including the capacity for automatic marking and computer generated
reports.

This resource:

e provides access to a range of computer-based assessments that are easy to administer to
individuals or groups of students

e has choices of tests across a range of learning areas and levels

¢ includes assessment tasks that can be marked by the computer, providing immediate
results

e provides the option to offer the tests in printed form to students

o offers feedback in the form of class and individual student reports

o all questions are aligned to content descriptors found in the Victorian Curriculum.

Many questions in the tests are multiple choice. Students may also be required to enter short
answers via the keyboard, use the mouse to ‘drag and drop’ answers or answer by locating a
‘hot spot’ on screen that corresponds to the answer, use an on-screen calculator using a mouse
or the keyboard.. The tests are automatically marked by computer providing immediate class
and student reports.

Uses of the tests include:

Pre and post general testing of students or around a topic

Assessing new intake or late arrival students

Identifying strengths or weaknesses of individual students

Corroborating teacher judgements

Assisting in forward planning of teaching programs for a year level or for individual student
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2. What On Demand Tests are Available?

Currently there are tests available in the Learning Areas of Mathematics and English. The tests
reference Victorian Curriculum Standard Levels 2 to 10.

2.1 Linear Tests

In these tests students receive the same questions in the same order during the test. Students'
responses are saved and scored by the computer. Students are able to skip questions, move
back and forth at any time during the test, and change their answer options. Teachers are able
to view and analyse results through a number of different reports.

Please Note: that the range of tests currently includes adaptive test only. Linear Test will be
available at a later date.

2.2 Adaptive Tests

Adaptive tests deliver sets of questions to students that vary according to student ability.
Depending on the responses given in the previous questions, the system automatically
presents easier or more difficult questions to each student. Questions can be skipped, but
marked as a wrong answer and system will display the next question. Students cannot go
back to the previous question to change the answer. Teachers often find these
computer-based tests determine a student’s general ability level quickly and accurately. For
more detail on adaptive test see the Composition of On Demand Adaptive Tests
document.



http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/ondemand/adaptive_odtests.pdf
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3. How On Demand is Delivered?

The On Demand Testing program uses software developed by the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (VCAA). This software is referred to as VCAA Assessment Online. There
are two components to the VCAA Assessment Online application — the Central Server and the
School Server (see Figure 1.1)
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Figure 1.1 VCAA Assessment Online

3.1 The Central Server

The Central Server is essentially a database that stores all public questions and tests the VCAA
has created for the On Demand Testing program. The Central Server is available via the internet
and can be accessed from the following web address:

http://www.aimonline.vic.edu.au

Each school is provided with a unique username and password for the Central Server site from
where they can search, preview and download tests to their school. Contact the VCAA help
desk on 1800 827 721 if you do not have the appropriate login for this site.

3.2 The School Server

The School Server is the other component of VCAA Assessment Online. The school is required
to install software on a compatible server at the school. This software is supplied free by the
VCAA. In government schools, this software is installed on the CASES21 server. Once this
software has been installed and configured, schools can download tests from the Central
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Server. The School Server must be set up in order to receive downloaded tests from the Central
Server. The School Server operates on the school’s local network and relies on the internet only
for downloading tests from the Central Server. Once the software is installed and configured, a
dedicated website address is used to enable all users (Teachers and Students) to access the
application within the school’s network via an Internet Explorer browser.

This is the School Server homepage.

VCAA ASSESSMENT [1711/1T3

Welcome to the School Server Homepage

VCAA Assessment Testing

To begin a test, click on Start Test below. This will open a new browser window for you to enter your login details. Good
Luck.

* Start Test

School Server Links

# Administration System (authorised users only)

Copyright € 2001 Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Autharity

The address for the School Server is unique in each school but will consist of four groups of
digits, such as, http://123.45.67.89 (NOTE: this is just an example. Each school will have a
unique set address that can be provided by your technician).

Teacher and students access the School Server application and sit the tests within the school’s
local area network (LAN) and do not rely on the internet during this time.

In government schools, the School Server is accessible from the curriculum network even
though the server resides on the CASES server on the administration network. In
non-government schools, the School Server software is installed on a local server that meets
the technical requirement — see
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/prep10/ondemand/techrequire.aspx for details.
Non-government schools are also required to complete a Letter of Agreement -
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/ondemand/OnDemandTestingBuild97.pdf

6
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Once the school server software is installed, tests downloaded from the Central Server remain
permanently on the School Server. You will need to import student details and create user
accounts for other teachers at your school before you start testing online. Setting up test
sessions, sitting tests and viewing reports are other functions available on the school server. All
test results and student information is stored locally on the School Server.

4. Resources

4.1 Support for Schools
A Teacher Training Guide for On Demand testing as well as a range of other support documents
is available from the following link.

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/prepl0/ondemand/docodownload.aspx

Telephone support and email support are also available to schools and teachers. The VCAA
Assessment Online Helpdesk is contactable on 1800 827 721 or email

vcaa.ondemand.support@edumail.vic.gov.au

4.2 How to Register for On Demand Testing?

To register for On Demand testing, please complete the registration form available on the
VCAA website at

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/ondemand/registration _ondemand.pdf. Schools will
need to provide their VCAA School Code to complete this registration. Your school's VCAA
code can be provided to you from the VCAA Assessment Online Helpdesk by phone, 1800 827
721, or email vcaa.ondemand.support@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Non-government schools are also required to complete a Letter of Agreement in addition to the
registration form -
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/ondemand/OnDemandTestingBuild97.pdf
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