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VCE Chinese First Language 
2022–2026 

Oral examination – End of year  

Examination specifications 

Overall conditions 
The examination will be sat at a time and date to be set annually by the Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (VCAA). VCAA examination rules will apply.  

Examination Advice Slips with each student’s examination start time, date and venue will be made available 
by the VCAA in Term 3 as a VASS download.  

Examination time: approximately 10 minutes 

The examination will be assessed by a panel appointed by the VCAA. 

The examination will contribute 10 per cent to the study score. 

Content 
The VCE Chinese First Language Study Design 2022–2026 is the document for the development of the 
examination.  

All of the key knowledge and key skills that underpin the relevant outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable.  

Format 
The examination will consist of two sections: Section 1 – Presentation and Section 2 – Discussion. 

The examination will be conducted by two assessors. Upon entering the examination room, students are to 
verbally provide their student number in English. Students are then to indicate to the assessors, in Chinese, 
the subtopic that they have selected for their extended study of language and culture.  

Students should also alert assessors to any objects and/or cue cards that they have brought to support their 
presentation. These objects may include photographs, diagrams, maps and brief speaker’s notes. The notes 
should be in point form and on a small card (no more than 20 cm × 12.5 cm). 

This introductory information will not be assessed. 

  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/Pages/ExaminationRules.aspx
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Section 1 – Presentation (approximately three minutes) 
The presentation must be based on an issue related to the subtopic that the student has selected for their 
extended study of language and culture, drawn from one of the prescribed topics found under the theme 
‘Tradition and change in Chinese-speaking communities’. The prescribed topics are ‘Literature and the arts’, 
‘Stories from the past’ and ‘Youth issues’. Refer to the table ‘Prescribed themes and topics, and suggested 
subtopics’ found on page 8 of the VCE Chinese First Language Study Design 2022–2026.  

The presentation should include a clear stance on the issue selected, relate clearly to the subtopic chosen 
for extended study and be supported by evidence. The student will be expected to refer to texts they have 
studied for this presentation. 

The duration of Section 1 will be approximately three minutes. 

Section 1 will be worth 10 marks 

Section 2 – Discussion (approximately seven minutes) 
Following the presentation, the student will discuss aspects of the issue selected with the assessors and 
should be prepared to clarify the points that they have presented. The student should also expect the 
discussion to go beyond the issue selected. The discussion may include reflection on experiences, 
speculation on further developments or a discussion of unfamiliar issues. The assessors may also expect the 
student to answer general questions on the subtopic that they have selected for their extended study of 
language and culture.  

The duration of Section 2 will be approximately seven minutes. 

Section 2 will be worth 20 marks. 

The total marks for the examination will be 30.  

Relevant references 
The following resources should be referred to in relation to the VCE Chinese First Language oral 
examination: 

• VCE Chinese First Language Study Design 2022–2026  
• Advice for teachers – Chinese First Language   
• VCAA Bulletin 

Advice 
During the 2022–2026 accreditation period for VCE Chinese First Language, each oral examination will 
conform to these specifications and will test a representative sample of the relevant key knowledge and key 
skills. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/chinese-firstlanguage/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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