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1. Which statement best describes your experience in teaching 

Literacy?

2. What is currently the biggest success you’ve had to date with 

implementing the VCE VM and/or VPC in your setting?

3. What is currently the biggest challenge that you are finding 

with implementing the VCE VM and/or VPC 

curriculum/assessment of Literacy?



Welcome
• Acknowledgement of country

• Introductions

• Q and A

• Email: vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au

• Please select the cc button for closed captions



Workshop rationale

Teachers learn best from each other

Teachers learn best from each other

Everyone is at differing levels of expertise in developing 

applied learning programs

Time to focus on digging into and reflecting on curriculum 

and assessment in each subject area

Teachers are experts in their own students and settings



Applied Learning approaches



Approaches to Applied Learning



How are you implementing one (or more) 
of the applied learning practices in Literacy?

Select one of the pillars and discuss how you are using it to frame your pedagogy in Literacy:

1. Motivation to engage in learning

2. Applied learning practices

3. Student agency

4. Student-centred/flexible approach

5. Assessment practices that promote success
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Pillars as reflection tools

• Student self-reflection

• Teacher self-reflection

Link to past professional learning

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCAAProfessionalLearning/ProfessionalLearningPrograms/VCEVMandVPCProfessionalLearning/Pages/PastProfessionalLearningMaterials.aspx


The pillars in Literacy



The conventions of literacy, including 

punctuation, sentence structure, paragraphing 

and spelling.

• You will notice this key skill and key knowledge component throughout the 

study design

• Can teach the conventions in several different ways; need to choose what works 

best for your cohort

Spelling and grammar
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What texts or resources have you 

used so far this year? What are you 

planning to use?



Text selection

• Being thoughtful and considered in your text selection is a starting point to 

developing the pillars in your classroom

• VPC students in the VCE VM classroom – can have different texts for different 

levels

• Newspapers and articles can be great resources

• Social media: can be carefully selected by the teacher to appeal to your students 

e.g., reels on Instagram and Tiktok



Text selection Novels – fiction/non-fiction

Short stories

Podcasts

+ Movies

+ Tv shows

+ Songs

+ Poems

+ Articles

Remember: you don't need 
to read a lengthy novel or 
even the whole novel to 
relay specific ideas to 
students.
NB – reading a novel is not 
required.  Consider your 
student cohort.



Teacher may need to 

establish what these are? 

Can be very broad – what 

do you want to focus on?

How can these issues be 

linked to vocational and/or 

workplace settings?

Explicit teaching of 

language style and 

purpose and how this 

influences an audience.

What do your students 

currently read/view? How 

can you bring in content 

that reflects their ideas, 

attitudes, likes, or 

dislikes?



What do these 

command terms look 

like?

How does one 

advocate for someone 

or something?

What elements are 

important with building 

a brand? Focus on 

student interest.

Students may need to 

be explicitly taught 

how to compare and 

contrast something.



VPC 

Unit 2

Identifying key issues from 

your area/region to 

discuss.

Students engaging in 

debate which can be done 

in a few different ways.



VPC Unit 4 To note: 

Unit 4 WRS
This module provides

students with an

overview of potential

employment and

educational pathway

options, to support the

development and

refinement of a future

pathway plan.
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• Please share your great Literacy ideas. These could be something you’ve 

already done that has worked well, activities that you have planned/ideas that you 

have but have not yet run.

‒ What has worked well in your classroom this year?

‒ What have you done that has potential but didn’t really work to plan?

‒ What has worked particularly well to engage students?

• These can be to any time scale – a lesson, an activity, a task, an excursion, your 

approach to assessment, your approach to reflection … even a great class 

discussion that worked really well!



Examples from 

teachers around the 

state!



Unit 1

• Set up a class chat group, having students establish the 

norms of the group and check in to reflect on the use of 

the chat group 

• Analyse school’s website and social media

• Reliability of information, websites, etc.

o Proper Google searches – getting the best results

o Edit a Wikipedia page

• Comparing business websites and social media – how to 

promote yourself online as a business owner 

• Explaining your social media use to 

parents/grandparents (or some other audience) how 

does TikTok work, how does it allow you to 

communicate, etc.  

• Run a Professional Learning session for teachers – ‘how 

to not be daggy online’.  

• Social media self-audit – how often do you use it, 

track the amount of time you spend on your 

phone/online, how many times do you pick up your 

phone in a day.

• What happens when you copy someone’s work?

o Consequences at school

o Consequences in other places/spaces

• Online scams and cybersafety

• The language of clickbait

• Good things about being online

• Resources: ‘The Hunting’, Four Corners episode on 

Tiktok fame, The Social Dilemma, ABC Scamwatch

(lesson plan)

• Digital texts and online personalities as source of 

formation of beliefs and ideals – staying true to 

yourself

• How apps are designed to attract



Unit 2
• What is community?  Explore communities to which the 

students are connected.

• Community issues

o What matters to you?  Your classmates?

o What matters to your family?

o What matters to your community?

• Social movements e.g. BLM, Sunrise movement, history 

of protest in Australia.  How they portray themselves, 

how they are portrayed in media, what issues they are 

attempting to influence, how they go about it, 

successful/not successful. 

• Fact vs opinion, ‘fake news’, language of persuasion

• Explore how the students themselves are influenced –

where do you get your information from, how are your 

opinions formed, what influences your opinions?

• Letter to your local MP or council about an issue

• Debating and discussing techniques to talk about an 

issue (what is the difference between debate and 

discuss?)

• Explore reactions to the opinions of others

• Body language – how can you tell how someone 

feels about something without them saying 

anything? Persuasive speeches – show famous ones

• Examining different points of view on the same topic 

- how different news outlets approach the same 

topic, how the topic is portrayed on various social 

media platforms.

• News sources – look at newspaper article vs 

influencer/social media 

• Who owns and who runs the media?  Financial links, 

advertising, political links etc. 



Unit 3
• Emailing systems – language use for context, using 

folders, discussing written vs spoken language 

characteristics

• Build me 100 points of ID

• How to apply for:

o A rental property

o A bank loan

o A medicare card

o Driver’s licence

o MyGov

• How to make a good password, importance of 

passwords

• Workplace jargon – make a guide to jargon in your 

workplace/for a job in your pathway

• Responding to Key Selection Criteria

• Informational texts – advertising

• Community connections e.g. going to a nursing 

home – students pair up with a resident and they 

both teach each other something

• Job skills – how to use Zoom, CV writing, applying 

for jobs online, how to find jobs online, language use 

in the workplace.

• Adulting on the internet

o Class discussion (after going through all the 

different kinds of online texts and all the ‘life 

admin’ things that need to be done online) –

who do these kinds of texts advantage and who 

might they disadvantage?



A note on Unit 3:

• Text selection for Unit 3 could be where you include more broad articles, safety 

reports, public health initiatives, tax forms and advice, contracts, promotional 

videos and vocational and workplace texts.

• Allowing students to find evidence of organisational texts from their school or 

workplace could be a good starting activity.

Informational, organisational and procedural texts



Unit 4

• A lot of negotiation and space for student choices

• Give students opportunities for negotiation and choice in other parts of the course 

so they are prepared for Unit 4

• Have them reflect throughout the course – what has been thought-provoking, 

interesting, inspiring to them?



Planning a unit of work







Assessment in Literacy



• VCE VM and VPC – standards-based 

assessment

• Outcome (VCE VM) or learning goal (VPC) 

is the standard against which the students 

are assessed – S/N

• To meet the standard, the student must 

develop capacity in/demonstrate the 

relevant Key Knowledge and Key Skills in 

VCE VM or Learning Goal and Applications 

in VPC

Assessment overview 



Assessment - VCE VM and VPC
• The Key Knowledge & Key Skills (VCE VM) and the  

Applications (VPC) do not need to be explicitly taught 

or assessed individually

• The Key Knowledge & Key Skills/Applications are 

encapsulated by the Outcome (VCE VM) or Learning 

Goals (VPC), but do not need to be “ticked off” like a 

checklist

• Use them to build your teaching program to deliver 

an Outcome/Learning Goal



From the Pillars of Applied Learning

Assessment practices that promote success:

• Use the assessment method that best fits the 

content and context and allows for incremental 

indications of success

• Afford students multiple opportunities for 

success

• Where possible, negotiate the learning activities 

and assessment tasks with students



VCE VM Literacy Unit 1, Outcome 1

One task for this 

outcome must be 

one of the following

Other assessment tasks 

can come from any of 

these or other tasks
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Q1: What activities have you been doing to gather 

evidence of students meeting the 

outcomes/learning goals in Literacy?

Q2: What are your great assessment ideas?



Assessment Tools

✓ Assessment rubrics

✓ Assessment checklist

✓ Peer assessment

✓ Observation checklist

✓ Role plays

✓ Mock interviews

✓ Oral presentations

✓ Self or peer recorded video or 

vodcast

✓ An online portfolio

VCAA Literacy Study Design
Assessment tools are used to collect 

evidence to make a judgement as to 

whether the outcomes have been met. 

An assessment tool is a method to 

collect evidence on the standard 

reached by students and can be a task 

or a teacher observation using a 

checklist.



Rubrics

• The use of rubrics is not compulsory and if you're not using them, that's perfectly 

fine.

• Rubric examples are on our exemplar units and you can definitely use them to 

modify and create your own.

• Rubrics can promote success for students as they understand better where they 

are at in their learning and they can see what it would take to reach the next level.

• You only need to report on student achievement of outcomes as an S or N.



From the VCAA website...

Link

The VCAA website has exemplars for units and rubrics for VCE VM and VPC

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/VCEVMLiteracy/Pages/Index.aspx


What if a student is not meeting the 

standard?

In line with the VCAA Special Provision for school-based assessment, the classroom 

teacher may wish to check that:

- Students are provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate the learning

- The outcome is being assessed holistically against the Key Skills and Knowledge

- A variety of assessment modes are available for each outcome

- Where possible, assessment mode is negotiated with the cohort and caters for 

different learning styles



Communities of practice

• Moderating student work

• Advice for assessment

• Professional development

Contact: vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au to be linked with your 

local CoP Leader.

mailto:vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au


Reflection questions

Based on what you have 
learned today, what do you (or 

your team) need to start or 
stop doing?

What has been your key 
takeaway from today's 

webinar?

Overall, have you found this 
webinar to be beneficial to 
your professional learning?

Any other comments?



Q and A

• Time to answer your questions – if you have remaining questions, please put 

them in the Q and A and we will do our best to answer them now, or will get back 

to you if the answer is a bit more involved or context-specific.



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCAAProfessionalLearning/ProfessionalLearningPrograms/VCEVMandVPCProfessionalLearning/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCAAProfessionalLearning/ProfessionalLearningPrograms/VCEVMandVPCProfessionalLearning/Pages/VCEVMandVPCCommunitiesofPractice.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCAAProfessionalLearning/ProfessionalLearningPrograms/VCEVMandVPCProfessionalLearning/Pages/VCE-VM-and-VPC-Implementation-Webinars.aspx
mailto:vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Pages/VCEVMStudyDesigns.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCAAProfessionalLearning/ProfessionalLearningPrograms/VCEVMandVPCProfessionalLearning/Pages/ProfessionalLearningPlatform.aspx


Please fill out our post-webinar 
survey!

If you have any questions, please email us: 
vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@vic.gov.au

mailto:vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@vic.gov.au

