
 
 

Hindi GA 3 Exam © VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 2011 1 

2010  
Assessment 

Report 

2010                LOTE: Hindi GA 3: Examination 

Written component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Most students responded to all three sections of the 2010 paper in the appropriate language. The majority of students 
performed well. There were a few students whose responses were exemplary, showing maturity of thought and 
sophisticated writing skills. Students performed most successfully in the Reading and Responding section, followed by 
the Listening and Responding section.  

In Section 1, Part A, some students did not listen to the questions carefully and answered inappropriately. When 
answering comprehension questions, some students transcribed sentences word for word from the original texts. This 
practice should be discouraged. Students should try to answer questions in their own words. Many of the responses in 
Part B of Section 2 and in Section 3 went beyond the word limit. 

On the whole, students performed well on the 2010 Hindi examination. However, common mistakes included errors in 
spelling, grammar and Hindi numerals. 
 
Teachers should encourage students to regularly use a dictionary to avoid making spelling mistakes and to improve their 
vocabulary. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
 
Section 1 – Listening and responding 
Part A – Answer in English 
This section was assessed according to the following criterion: 

 understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information and convey 
information accurately and appropriately. 

Student responses needed to be brief and to the point. The space provided on the examination paper and the marks 
allocated for each question should be used as guidelines to the length of answer required. All answers needed to be 
relevant and based on the texts.  

Please note that the answers below have been taken from the marking guide. Students were able to vary their wording in 
response to the questions. 

Text 1 
Question 1 

 The mother thinks Indian food is healthy and better than Western food. The son thinks Indian food is unhealthy 
– it is oily, sugary, and makes the house smell. 

 The son thinks Indian food causes some illnesses; the mother thinks otherwise. The son thinks there is no 
variety in Indian food; the mother thinks that there are many different tastes. 

Students who mentioned both of the above points were awarded full marks. Others missed one or more of the above 
points and received fewer marks. Some students repeated the same point in different forms. 

Text 2 
Question 2a.  

 It is appropriate on such occasions to review the past and look towards the future. 
 The language used is succinct and appropriate for an 18th birthday. 
 The forms of address are suitable. 

A few students gave all three points, but the majority of students missed at least one. Many students did not understand 
this question.  
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Question 2b.  
 Yogesh set some goals for himself; for example, teaching poor students free of charge. 
 Yogesh has been able to reach some of his goals; for example, publishing an article in a magazine. 

Although some students gave inappropriate answers, most students answered this question correctly. Students who 
mentioned helping poor students and publishing an article in a journal, two of the goals that Yogesh was able to achieve 
successfully, were given full marks.  
 
Text 3 
Question 3a. 
There is a petrol strike, making it difficult for Vinayak to go to the office. He is fed up with the congested living 
conditions. 
  
The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly and receive full marks. 
 
Question 3b. 

 shortages of water, electricity and gas 
 lack of suitable (office) jobs 
 less pay compared to the same jobs in the city 

Most students were awarded full marks for this question. 
 
Question 3c.  
Villages are less advanced (less progressive) than cities, so success lies in the cities. Moving from a city to a village is 
going against the flow. The phrase referring to the river Ganges means going against the flow. 

Only a few students did not understand the phrase. Most students answered well. 

Question 3d.  
 He has his head in the clouds or he is a dreamer. 
 He gets irritated by small inconveniences/he is unrealistic. 
 He does not think things through and makes hasty decisions. 

The majority of students were not able to answer this question correctly. A few students gave excellent answers.  

Text 4 
Question 4a. 
An English translation of a copy of Bachchan’s Madhushala inspired Professor Reid to learn Hindi. 

Most students were able to answer this question correctly and receive full marks. Several students confused the author 
of the book with his son, Amitabh Bachhan, who is a famous actor, not a poet. 

Question 4b. 
 He is teaching Hindi in his own country. 
 He gained a good understanding of Indian culture through its literature and films, which enabled him to 

promote Hindi outside India. 

The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly. Some students missed one feature. 

Part B – Answer in Hindi 
Many students performed well in this part, although some spelling errors and grammatical mistakes were evident. 

Text 5 
Question 5a. 

 
Most students were able to answer this question correctly. 
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Question 5b.  
Three of: 

 
The majority of students were able to list at least three points correctly. 

Question 5c.  

 
The majority of students were able to list at least two points correctly. 
 
Text 6 
Question 6a.  
Three of: 

 
The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly.  
 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding 
Part A – Answer in English 
This section assesses students’ knowledge and skill in analysing and responding to information from written texts.  
 
Text 7 

Question 7a.  
Any five of: 

 single women who were unmarried  
 single women who were divorced  
 single women who were widowed  
 women from Hindi-speaking areas regarded as conservative 
 working women of different ages  
 working women of varied social status (ranging from professional officers to street vendors selling vegetables).  

The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly and receive full marks. 

Question 7b.  
 They are happy with their decision to lead their life as a single person. 
 The majority of them feel some attraction towards men.  
 They believe that marriage is given undue importance.  
 The majority believe that they do not need a husband. 

The majority of students were able to provide three of the above points. A few students were able to include all of the 
required information and received full marks.  

Question 7c. 
 Marriage used to be considered essential for women in Indian society. 
 The survey shows that single, working women are happy with their lives, so male dominance is slipping. This 

also shows that the society is changing. 
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Only a few students were able to answer this question correctly.  

Text 8  

Question 8a.  
He might say:  

 classical music gives peace of mind 
 scholarships are available 
 the slow pace of classical music is soothing 
 it takes a long time to learn it  
 it stands the test of time 
 popular music is fast 
 classical music is meaningful 
 classical music has artistic merit. 

Only the very capable students got full marks for this question. Most students missed at least two points. 

Question 8b.  
Yashraj prefers classical music. He is different because most young people prefer popular songs/music from films (from 
Bollywood films) and don’t like classical music. 

Most students answered this question well.         

Part B – Answer in Hindi 
This section was assessed according to the following criteria: 

 understand general and specific aspects of a text by identifying, analysing, and responding to information 
 convey information coherently (structure, sequence, accuracy and variety of vocabulary and sentence structure) 

and appropriately (relevance, use of conventions of the text type). 
 
Question 9 
Students needed to write a letter in Hindi of approximately 150–200 words in response to a letter from Harpreet, 
addressing all the points mentioned in her postcard.  

 
Text type and format 

 address 
 salutation 
 structure (introduction, body, conclusion) 
 content 
 brief sign off (should have reflected the fact that the writer and the reader are friends) 
 appropriate register 
 appropriate style and appropriate layout 

Content 
 description of a fashion parade 
 Amit’s role in this parade 
 Amit’s thoughts regarding future/further studies: Will her parents allow her to study fashion? 
 views of Australians about Indian fashion 
 how Australians react to Indian clothes in general 

This question was handled very well by the majority of students. Most students followed the correct format for a letter 
and scored well. A small number of students obtained full marks. However, some students omitted the address and date, 
and many students missed their role in the fashion parade, views of Australians about Indian fashion and their reaction 
to Indian clothes. 
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Some common spelling errors included the following. 

 
 
Examples of good words used by high-scoring students included: 

   
 

Section 3 –Writing in Hindi  
This section was assessed according to the following criteria: 

 relevance and depth of treatment of ideas, information, or opinions 
 accuracy and range of vocabulary and sentence structures 
 the capacity to structure and sequence response and capacity to use conventions of the text type. 

High-scoring students were able to manipulate language authentically and creatively to sequence and structure ideas and 
information coherently and effectively. They showed extensive knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, tense, 
mood and syntax. A few students exhibited poor sentence structure and sequencing techniques. Most students wrote 
beyond the prescribed word limit. Students are reminded to restrict their writing to within the word limit. 

Overall, student performance in Section 3 was good. When writing a book review, it is suggested that students choose 
Hindi books rather than English books. Students should have access to good Hindi books suitable for their age. 
Availability of resources in Hindi on the Internet cannot be over emphasised. Also, students need to be familiar with the 
requirements of various text types and characteristics of various kinds of writing. There appears to be a need for more 
practice in evaluative and persuasive writing in the classroom as students tended to write an informative piece when an 
evaluative or persuasive piece of writing was required.  

Question 10 
Students were required to write an evaluative review of a book they had read for publication in the Hindi magazine 
‘Naya Prakashan’. Some students handled this question competently. However, many students were not familiar with 
the requirements of a book review and simply wrote a story, without any evaluation. Some students wrote a review of 
an English book, and others failed to include the title and writer of the book, indicating that they had not read the 
question carefully.  

Some common spelling errors included: 

 
Question 11 
Students were asked to write the text of a persuasive talk to be given to Year 10 Hindi students on ‘Why we should 
learn Hindi’.  

Students’ responses included the following: 
 an introduction  
 a need for learning Hindi 
 content including an exploration of the advantages of learning Hindi 
 a persuasive script that encourages other students to understand the importance of Hindi 
 an ending with thanks . 

 
This was fairly popular topic and was well handled by the majority of the students who attempted it. Most students 
showed a sound understanding of the content of the text. However, many students went beyond the word limit. 
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Some common spelling errors included the following. 

 
 
Question 12 
In this section, students were expected to write an imaginative story for their school magazine as part of a short story 
competition on the theme: ‘When I was the principal of my school’. As it was an imaginative task, students needed to 
demonstrate creativity in their ideas and to show their skills in writing in Hindi. Some of the high-scoring students used 
idiomatic phrases. 

The following are examples of good phrases that were used by high-scoring students. 

 
 
Some common spelling mistakes included: 
 

 
Question 13 
In the role of a trainee journalist, students were expected to write an informative article for a local newspaper about the 
advantages and disadvantages of either single-sex or coeducational school. 

 

 


