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2014          Languages: Maltese GA 3: Examination 

Written component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
In 2014, students demonstrated a sound knowledge of written Maltese language. The level of comprehension of texts in 

Section 1 was good and students performed well in this section. In Section 2, many students understood what was required 

but displayed poor knowledge of language structures and poor spelling. In Section 3, some students used complex and 

more refined phrases. Students are encouraged to read materials in the Maltese language to improve their spelling and 

sentence construction, and to better understand the complex nature of the grammatical rules of the language. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, 

these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 

Most students scored well in this section. 

Part A – Answer in English 
 

Text 1 

 

Question 1 

Any three of: 

 must be between 17 and 19 years old 

 must have studied biology at secondary level 

 is interested in working in this field 

 must produce a medical certificate and a reference from the school principal. 

 

Text 2 

 

Question 2a. 

Vivie’s grandfather did not (all of): 

 know that there was a marathon in the city 

 know the modern significance of the Istrina 

 use a mobile phone. 

 

Question 2b. 

Children would receive about a shilling from their aunts and uncles to buy sweets. 

 

Text 3 

 

Question 3a. 

All of: 

 he loved the idea of a new market 

 a free bus service would be provided for those who lived far away 

 new restaurants, new shops, a play area for children and rest rooms would be included 

 the present market is decrepit and over a hundred years old. 
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Question 3b. 

All of: 

 the new market is too far away, which makes it difficult for mothers with children and the elderly 

 there is everything one needs in the present market – fish, meat, clothes, shoes – why have a new one? 

 the market has historic architecture and tourists visit it because it is different from other markets 

 everything is being demolished in the name of progress. 

 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 
In this section, the quality of responses varied. Students generally showed a thorough understanding of the text by 

clearly conveying most of the relevant aspects; however, students needed to show evidence of meeting the criteria. 

 

Text 4  

 

Question 4 

Any six of: 

 thousands of people gather 

 dancing and music 

 food stalls 

 waving banners 

 wear special clothes 

 decorations of the church (damask, chandeliers, flowers) 

 a statue of the patron saint is carried out of the church 

 church bells ring. 

 

Text 5  
 

Question 5 

Any three of: 

 Malta has lots of great historical places that are suitable for art exhibitions 

 in every town or village the people are surrounded by art that inspires them 

 there are more than a hundred excellent artists and sculptors in Malta 

 of late, modern art has grown in popularity. 

Text 6 

 

Question 6a. 
All of: 

 very few women are interested in making lace the traditional way now; whereas before, there were entire 

streets where women sat near their front door working the ‘combini’ (bobbins) especially on summer evenings 

 the craft was passed on from mother to daughter, but not anymore, as young people do not have the patience 

required 

 the materials, silk and cotton threads are expensive and people prefer to buy cheaper, more inferior lace. 

Question 6b. 

All of: 

 tourists always buy something made of lace as a souvenir of Gozo 

 some colleges of the arts have started to include lace-making as a subject 

 recently there was a craft exhibition and there was a section for Maltese lace. 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding 

Part A – Answer in English 
 

Text 7 

 

Question 7 

All of: 
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 he spent a great deal of time researching the details of old bakeries 

 he visited old farms that still had old ovens 

 he looked on the internet to find antique fittings. 

 

Text 8 

Question 8a. 

All of: 

 walls had to be rebuilt 

 foundations needed to be damp-proofed 

 the whole ceiling needed to be gutted and replaced with new stone slabs 

 oak beams were imported from Spain. 

 

Question 8b. 

All of: 

 in the past people did not have an oven in their kitchen, so they went to the village bakery for all their baking 

(cakes, roasts, etc.) 

 they used the village bakery as a venue to find out about what was going on around them 

 in modern times, people come to buy bread baked the traditional way. 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 
 

Question 9 

Students needed to reply to an email about entry in a cooking competition. Students were aware of how to respond to 

this text type and wrote an informal response. Answers were relevant to the text; however, improvement is needed on 

the organisation of information, spelling and grammar. Students are encouraged to read Maltese literature to familiarise 

themselves with the correct way of writing the modern Maltese language. 

Section 3 – Writing in Maltese 
Most students chose Question 10 or 11.  

Question 10 

Students needed to write the text of an interview between a radio journalist and a famous teacher to emphasise the 

importance of the performing arts in education.  

Students demonstrated a clear understanding of the correct structure of an interview. In some cases, however, few and 

unconvincing points were included in the writing to emphasise the importance of performing arts.  

 

Question 11 

Students needed to write an informative article for an in-flight airline magazine, describing the importance of a Maltese 

tradition.  

Responses to this question were relevant to the question, and students used words and phrases that showed an extensive 

vocabulary base and sound knowledge of language structures that were appropriate for the text type. 

Question 12 

Students were required to write an imaginative short story for a competition. 

Question 13 

Students needed to write an evaluative review of a recent sports event they had attended where the score was very close. 

 

 


