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Introduction

This publication contains statistical information about the VCE assessment program for 2001 and is current for January 2002.  Information provided in this report is presented in four sections.

Section 1 provides summary information on VCE completion rates by categories of student, aggregate unit completion rates and the aggregate grade distribution for the VCE as a whole.  Data related to the achievement of the State Government’s targets for post-compulsory education have been added to this section.

Section 2 provides detailed information about enrolments and satisfactory completion of VCE units.  The tables in this section provide numbers and percentages of students awarded S and N for each unit.
  The results are reported separately for females and males.  The data does not include students who withdrew from a unit and therefore were not eligible for a result.  The number of VCE providers offering each VCE unit in 2001 is also reported in these tables.  Unit enrolment data for Vocational Education and Training (VET) within the VCE are not included as there are many units associated with each VET certificate and information at unit level therefore does not provide a coherent picture.  Instead, VET enrolments by certificate are reported in the next section.

Section 3 provides details of enrolments in VET certificates for 2001 separately for males and females.  As in the previous section this data does not include students who withdrew from their VET studies during the year.
Section 4 provides detailed information about the grade distribution for the Graded Assessments (GAs) for each Unit 3 and Unit 4 sequence.  Students undertook 312 separate Graded Assessments in 2001.  Of this total 160 were school-assessed and 152 were externally assessed (through written, oral or performance examinations).  The analyses of the results for each Graded Assessment are presented both in graphic and in tabular form.  Where there were less than 100 enrolments, tables only are provided.  Details for VET studies available at the Unit 3/Unit 4 level are included in this section.  Results for students in new (part-time) apprenticeships are reported separately from students in standard VET programs.  The type of VET program (new apprenticeship or standard VET) is indicated in the heading for each VET Graded Assessment.

Each set of tables provides the numbers of students awarded each grade and, for studies where student numbers were 20 or more, the percentage of students awarded each grade is also provided.  The results are reported separately for females and males.  In addition, the scaling points used for translating students’ numerical scores into grades are provided for all Graded Assessments along with the maximum score possible in each case.

A graph presents the final Graded Assessments results by grade for all students awarded a result (unbroken line), for females (heavily shaded bar) and for males (lightly shaded bar).  The graph presents the results as per-centages, so meaningful comparisons can be made between these groupings.

Several other descriptive statistics are also reported for each Graded Assessment.  The mean and standard devia-tion of scores are provided along with the median grade.  The number of students who were not assessed in a Graded Assessment due to illness, for example, is also reported separately for females and males and as a total.

Section 1: General Information

Table 1.1: Total VCE Students

	Type of enrolment
	Female
	Female %
	Male
	Male %
	Totals

	Enrolments in all units
	74828
	52.5
	67622
	47.5
	142450

	Enrolments in Units 3 and 4
	41171
	54.2
	34775
	45.8
	75946


Students not eligible to complete the VCE in 2001
91694

Students with a previous VCE Pass
919

Students withdrawing from the VCE
1227

Table 1.2: Students Eligible for Satisfactory Completion1
All students

	
	Number eligible
	Number graduating
	% graduating

	VCE only students
	46924
	45027
	96.0

	Adult students
	932
	597
	64.1

	Past results students
	57
	26
	45.6

	Block credit students
	697
	658
	94.4

	Total
	48610
	46308
	95.3


Female students

	
	Number eligible
	Number graduating
	% graduating

	VCE only students
	25042
	24280
	98.0

	Adult students
	518
	352
	68.0

	Past results students
	33
	14
	42.4

	Block credit students
	368
	350
	95.1

	Total
	25961
	24996
	96.3


Male students

	
	Number eligible
	Number graduating
	% graduating

	VCE only students
	21882
	20747
	94.8

	Adult students
	414
	245
	59.1

	Past results students
	24
	12
	50.0

	Block credit students
	329
	308
	93.6

	Total
	22649
	21312
	94.1


1 The four student categories used in table 1.2 can be briefly defined as follows:

VCE only students:
Students who have undertaken the required number of VCE units in Years 11 and 12 as continuing students.

Adult students:
Students who are at least 18 years of age and who are returning to study after one or more years away from full-time education.

Past results students:
Students who have relevant results for pre-VCE Year 12 subjects studied in Victoria.

Block credit students:
Students who have Year 11 and/or Year 12 results from interstate or overseas for which credit is granted towards the VCE.

Table 1.3: Aggregate Unit Results: Satisfactory Completion (S) and Not Satisfactory Completion (N) of VCE Units for Females and Males

	Gender
	Unit 1 
	Unit 2 

	
	S
	N
	Total
	S
	N
	Total

	Females
	171611
	10600
	182211
	166697
	9778
	176475

	Female %
	94.2
	5.8
	
	94.5
	5.5
	

	Males
	155648
	17036
	172684
	149260
	15246
	164506

	Male %
	90.1
	9.9
	
	90.7
	9.3
	

	Total
	327259
	27636
	354895
	315957
	25024
	340981

	Total %
	92.2
	7.8
	
	92.7
	7.3
	

	Gender
	Unit 3 
	Unit 4 

	
	S
	N
	Total
	S
	N
	Total

	Females
	141735
	3051
	144786
	138460
	2545
	141005

	Female %
	97.9
	2.1
	
	98.2
	1.8
	

	Males
	121226
	4258
	125484
	117477
	3621
	121098

	Male %
	96.6
	3.4
	
	97.0
	3.0
	

	Total
	262961
	7309
	270270
	255937
	6166
	262103

	Total %
	97.3
	2.7
	
	97.6
	2.4
	


Table 1.4: Aggregate Grade Distribution: All CATs

All students

	Grade
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	C+
	C
	D+
	D
	E+
	E
	UG
	All
	NA

	Total
	107273
	121515
	113158
	107352
	97291
	78558
	57386
	38561
	24877
	13705
	6302
	765978
	42216

	%age
	14.0
	15.9
	14.8
	14.0
	12.7
	10.3
	7.5
	5.0
	3.2
	1.8
	0.8
	100
	–
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Premier’s Attainment Target

In the Premier’s speech of 23 October 2000, the Government set three benchmark targets for education and training, including a target for levels of educational achievement of young Victorians:

By 2010 90% of young people in Victoria will complete Year 12 or its equivalent

Young people have been defined as 19 year olds.  This is consistent with decisions endorsed by MCEETYA for national reporting of similar measures.  The usual (although certainly not exclusive) way young people complete Year 12 is by successfully completing the VCE.  The data below provides details of completion of the VCE to which completions of equivalent qualifications should be added for a full picture.

SUCCESSFUL COMPLETIONS OF VCE BY AGE AT 30 JUNE, 1995–2001

	Year
	Under 16
	16 Years
	17 Years
	18 Years
	19 Years
	Over 19
	Total

	1995
	14
	774
	33054
	6275
	845
	1381
	42343

	1996
	16
	686
	33248
	6539
	834
	1154
	42477

	1997
	25
	667
	33340
	6953
	811
	1049
	42845

	1998
	23
	663
	33318
	7298
	793
	781
	42876

	1999
	23
	621
	33433
	8200
	786
	733
	43796

	2000
	25
	618
	33438
	8886
	854
	601
	44422

	2001
	23
	747
	34333
	9626
	1028
	665
	46442 


Notes: 1. Students who have already completed the VCE successfully in a previous year are

excluded.  2. Students who are over 19 years old are adult VCE students.

VCE COMPLETION RATES FOR 19 YEAR OLDS, 1998–2001

	Year
	19 Year Olds Who Have Successfully Completed
	Target

Population
	VCE Completion

Rate

	1998
	41768
	62433
	66.9

	1999
	42110
	62679
	67.2

	2000
	43039
	63946
	67.3

	2001
	44010
	64244
	68.5


Note: 1. Source ABS

Young People Completing Equivalent Qualifications to the VCE

Additional young people who completed equivalent qualifications to the VCE can be added to these numbers and will contribute to the attainment of the Premier’s attainment target.  These include successful completions of the International Baccalaureate and other qualifications.
Section 2: Satisfactory Completion: All VCE Units










� An ‘S’ result is awarded to a student who satisfactorily achieves all the outcomes for a unit; an ‘N’ result is awarded to a student who not achieve one or more unit outcomes.





� Students withdrawing from a study continue to be counted among students in the ‘not assessed’ category for GA results. This means that there are usually some discrepancies between the total of all students reported in relation to each GA and the total of ‘S’ and ‘N’ results reported for the relevant unit 3 or unit 4 in Section 2.
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