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Assessment Advice Units 1 and 2
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Languages Other Than English

Assessment Advice
Victorian Second Language Studies

Arabic, Chinese Second Language, Chinese Second Language Advanced, French, German, Greek, Indonesian Second Language, Italian, Japanese Second Language, Korean Second Language, Spanish and Vietnamese
CCAFL Second Language Studies

Albanian, Armenian, Bosnian, Croatian, Dutch, Filipino, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Khmer, Macedonian, Maltese, Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Sinhala, Swedish, Tamil, Turkish, Ukrainian and Yiddish
Units 1 and 2

School-assessed Coursework
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s overall performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit.

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. Assessment of levels of achievement in these units will not be reported to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. Schools may choose to report levels of achievement using grades, descriptive comments or other indicators.

Assessment tasks should be part of the regular teaching and learning program and should not add unduly to the student workload. Assessment tasks should be completed in class under supervision within a limited timeframe. The overall assessment program for the unit should include a variety of assessment task formats, include provision for authentication of student work and take into account the overall workload for students. Teachers must ensure that tasks selected are of comparable scope and demand, and that over the course of the unit, all outcomes are addressed.
Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task.
UNIT 1
Outcome 1

Establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange related to personal areas of experience.
Assessment tasks
Informal conversation
or

Reply to a personal letter/fax/email

It is expected that the student responds in the LOTE. If an oral task is selected for Outcome 1, a written task should be selected for Outcome 3, and vice versa.
	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	10–9 marks
	Describes and comments on experiences appropriate to the topic in a highly effective manner. Consistently maintains the conversation or correspondence, using strategies appropriate to the text type specified in the task. Links and sequences ideas clearly and logically. Effectively exchanges and/or responds to ideas and presents relevant factual information. Consistently uses appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Uses a broad range of question and answer forms. Achieves a very high level of accuracy in the language (including vocabulary, structures, expressions, script, pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo as appropriate). Self-corrects, rephrases or amends, if applicable. 

	8–7 marks
	Describes and comments effectively on experiences appropriate to the topic. Maintains the conversation or correspondence well, using strategies appropriate to the text type specified in the task. Links and sequences ideas clearly. Exchanges and/or responds to ideas and presents relevant factual information. Usually uses appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Uses a range of question and answer forms. Achieves a high level of accuracy in the language (including vocabulary, structures, expressions and script, and pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo where appropriate). Generally self-corrects, rephrases or amends, if applicable. 

	6–5 marks
	Describes and comments on experiences appropriate to the topic. Generally maintains the conversation or correspondence, using some strategies appropriate to the text type specified in the task. Attempts to link and sequence ideas. Exchanges and/or responds to most ideas and presents some relevant factual information. Generally uses appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Uses a limited range of question and answer forms. Achieves some accuracy in the language (including vocabulary, structures, expressions and script, and pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo where appropriate). May self-correct on occasions but may leave some uncorrected errors. 


	4–3 marks
	Comments on a restricted range of experiences, which may not always be relevant to the topic. Needs some assistance to maintain the conversation or correspondence. Sequencing of ideas may be disjointed. Uses limited strategies appropriate to the text type, and demonstrates limited control of style and register appropriate for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Demonstrates limited control of the language, (e.g. vocabulary, structures, expressions and script, and pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo where appropriate). May self-correct but inaccuracies occur. 

	2–1 marks
	Presents minimal information. Needs ongoing assistance to maintain the conversation or correspondence. Very limited level of accuracy in language using few appropriate structures and items of vocabulary. Demonstrates little or no awareness of style or register. Inaccuracies in pronunciation, intonation, stress and/or tempo interfere with ability to convey meaning. Frequent inaccuracies occur with little attempt to self-correct.


These performance descriptors reflect the assessment approach used for Units 3 and 4.
There is no set mark allocation in Units 1 and 2. The 10-point marking scale is merely indicative of possible grading.

Outcome 2
Listen to, read and obtain information from spoken and written texts.
Assessment tasks
Task A

Listen to spoken texts (e.g. conversations, interviews, broadcasts) to obtain information to complete notes, charts or tables in the LOTE or English.
and
Task B

Read written texts (e.g. extracts, advertisements, letters) to obtain information to complete notes, charts or tables in the LOTE or English.
Of the two tasks required for Outcome 2, one requires a response in the LOTE and the other a response in English.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	10–9 marks
	Comprehensive understanding of the overall meaning of the spoken or written texts. Highly effective recognition and knowledge of the conventions of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Accurately infers meaning from the word formation, cognates and grammatical markers. Clearly identifies main points and supporting ideas, gist, global understanding and specific detail. Highly effective ordering, classification and logical linking of items from various parts of the text. Successfully uses a range of strategies to establish and confirm meaning, accurately in notes, charts or tables.

	8–7 marks
	Sound understanding of the overall meaning of the spoken or written texts. Effective recognition and knowledge of the conventions of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Generally infers accurate meaning from the word formation, cognates and grammatical markers. Identifies main points and most supporting ideas, gist, global understanding and some specific detail. Orders, classifies and links some items logically from various parts of the text. Generally uses successful strategies to establish and confirm meaning, effectively conveyed in notes, charts or tables.


	6–5 marks
	Satisfactory understanding of the general meaning of the spoken or written texts. Demonstrates recognition and knowledge of some of the conventions of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Infers some meaning from word formation, cognates and grammatical markers. Identifies most main points and some supporting ideas, gist, global understanding and limited specific detail. Attempts to order and link some items from various parts of the text. Uses some strategies to establish and confirm meaning, conveyed in notes, charts or tables.


	4–3 marks
	Limited understanding of the meaning of the spoken or written texts. Demonstrates some recognition of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Limited ability to infer meaning from word formation and cognates. Identifies a few main points and/or detail. Uses few strategies to establish meaning. Conveys little information in notes, charts or tables.

	2–1 marks
	Minimal understanding of the meaning of the spoken or written texts. Extracts little meaning from language. Very limited capacity to identify main points or supporting ideas. Conveys very limited information in notes, charts or tables.


These performance descriptors reflect the assessment approach used for Units 3 and 4.

There is no set mark allocation in Units 1 and 2. The 10-point marking scale is merely indicative of possible grading.
Outcome 3
Produce a personal response to a text focusing on real or imaginary experience.
Assessment tasks
Oral presentation

or

Review

or

Article
It is expected that the student responds in the LOTE. If an oral task is selected for Outcome 1, a written task should be selected for Outcome 3, and vice versa.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	10–9 marks
	Highly effective personal comment, either spoken or written, on aspects of the text, comparing and/or summarising experiences and ideas, using appropriate structures and stylistic features. Main ideas, events and actions are organised and sequenced throughout the presentation or the writing as a whole in a highly effective manner. Meaning is clearly conveyed through accurate and consistent use of a broad range of language (including vocabulary and grammar, and where relevant, script), which is appropriate for the audience, context, purpose and text type.


	8–7 marks
	Effective personal comment, either spoken or written, on aspects of the text, comparing and/or summarising experiences and ideas, generally using appropriate structures and stylistic features. Main ideas, events and actions are organised and sequenced effectively throughout the presentation or the writing as a whole. Meaning is conveyed through generally accurate use of language (including vocabulary and grammar, and where relevant, script), although inaccuracies may occur. Generally appropriate for the audience, context, purpose and text type. 

	6–5 marks
	Some personal comment, either spoken or written, on aspects of the text, comparing and/or summarising experiences and ideas, using some appropriate structures and stylistic features. Main ideas, events and actions are organised and sequenced coherently throughout the presentation or the writing as a whole. Meaning is conveyed through the use of language (including vocabulary and grammar, and where relevant, script) which may include inaccuracies. Generally appropriate for the audience, context, purpose and text type. 


	4–3 marks
	Limited personal comment, either spoken or written, on aspects of the text, comparing and/or summarising experiences and ideas, using a narrow range of structures and stylistic features. Some main ideas, events and actions are provided in the presentation or the writing. Meaning is conveyed through limited use of language (including vocabulary and grammar, and where relevant, script) but with inaccuracies. Limited capacity to speak or write appropriately for the audience, context, purpose and text type. 

	2–1 marks
	Limited personal comment, either spoken or written, on aspects of the text, using very simple structures. Minimal content or ability to convey meaning or use of language (including vocabulary and grammar, and where relevant, script) appropriate to the audience, context, purpose and text type. Frequent inaccuracies or false starts occur.


These performance descriptors reflect the assessment approach used for Units 3 and 4.

There is no set mark allocation in Units 1 and 2. The 10-point marking scale is merely indicative of possible grading.
UNIT 2
Outcome 1
Participate in a spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and completing transactions.
Assessment tasks
Formal letter, or fax, or email
or

Role-play
or

Interview
It is expected that the texts used are in the LOTE and that the student responds in the LOTE to all tasks selected. If an oral task is selected for Outcome 1, a written task should be selected for Outcome 3, and vice versa.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	10–9 marks
	Highly effective spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements or negotiating a transaction to obtain goods, services or information. Very effective use of structures appropriate to the topic and the task, and oral/written techniques, in order to advise, suggest, explain, agree or disagree. Expresses opinions or ideas commenting on relevant factual information. Maintains the communication, achieving a very high level of accuracy in the language, including vocabulary, expressions, script, punctuation, pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo as appropriate to the task. Links and sequences ideas clearly and logically. Consistently uses appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Self-corrects and/or rephrases if applicable.

	8–7 marks
	Effective spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and negotiating a transaction to obtain goods, services or information. Effective use of structures appropriate to the topic and the task, and oral/written techniques to advise, suggest, explain, agree or disagree. Expresses opinions or ideas referring to items of relevant factual information. Maintains the communication, achieving a high level of accuracy in the language, including vocabulary, expressions, script, punctuation, pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo as appropriate to the task. Links and sequences ideas logically. Uses appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Usually self-corrects and/or rephrases if applicable.

	6–5 marks
	Some capacity to participate effectively in a spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and negotiating a transaction to obtain goods, services or information. Some use of structures appropriate to the topic and the task, and oral/written techniques to advise, suggest, explain, agree or disagree. Expresses opinions or ideas commenting on some relevant factual information. Maintains the communication generally achieving some accuracy in the language, including vocabulary, expressions, script, punctuation, pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo as appropriate to the task, although inaccuracies occur. Generally links and sequences ideas logically and uses appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Generally self-corrects and/or rephrases if applicable.


	4–3 marks
	Limited capacity to participate in a spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and negotiating a transaction to obtain goods, services or information. Limited use of structures appropriate to the topic and the task, and oral/written techniques to advise, suggest, explain, agree or disagree. Limited capacity to express opinions or ideas. Achieves some accuracy in the language using a narrow range of structures and vocabulary but may have significant problems in pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. Attempts to use appropriate register for the audience, context and purpose of the task. Unable to identify errors or to self-correct when necessary.

	2–1 marks
	Shows little evidence of understanding the requirements of the spoken or written exchange. Uses a very limited range of structures or oral/written techniques to advise, suggest, explain, agree or disagree. Very limited opinions or ideas. Limited accuracy in the language, using a very narrow range of structures and vocabulary. Inaccuracies in pronunciation, intonation, stress and/or tempo interfere with ability to convey meaning. Demonstrates little or no awareness of style or register. Unable to identify errors or self-correct.


These performance descriptors reflect the assessment approach used for Units 3 and 4.

There is no set mark allocation in Units 1 and 2. The 10-point marking scale is merely indicative of possible grading.
Outcome 2
Listen to, read, and extract and use information and ideas from spoken and written texts.
Assessment tasks
Task A

Listen to spoken texts (e.g. conversations, interviews, broadcasts) and reorganise information and ideas in a different text type.
and
Task B

Read written texts (e.g. extracts, advertisements, letters) and reorganise information and ideas in a different text type.
It is expected that the texts used are in the LOTE and that the student responds in the LOTE to all assessment tasks.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	10–9 marks
	Comprehensive understanding of the overall meaning of the spoken or written texts. Highly effective recognition and knowledge of the conventions of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Accurately infers meaning from the word formation, cognates and grammatical markers. Clearly identifies main points, supporting ideas and specific detail. Highly effective ordering, classification and logical linking of items and well developed capacity to explain and contrast ideas from different texts or different parts of a text. Uses a range of successful strategies to reorganise information and ideas accurately in a different text type.


	8–7 marks
	Sound understanding of the overall meaning of the spoken or written texts. Effective recognition and knowledge of the conventions of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Infers accurate meaning from the word formation, cognates and grammatical markers. Identifies most relevant main points and supporting ideas, and specific detail. Effective ordering, classification and logical linking of items and capacity to explain and contrast ideas from different texts or different parts of a text. Uses successful strategies to reorganise information and ideas appropriately in a different text type.

	6–5 marks
	Understanding of the general meaning of the spoken or written texts. Recognition and knowledge of some of the conventions of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Infers some meaning from the word formation, cognates and grammatical markers. Identifies some main points and supporting ideas, and specific detail. Uses some strategies to reorder and link items from different texts or different parts of a text. Attempts use of strategies to reorganise information and ideas in a different text type.


	4–3 marks
	Limited understanding of the meaning of the spoken or written texts. Some recognition of the text type, vocabulary, and structures related to the topic. Limited ability to infer meaning from the word formation and cognates. Identifies some main points or supporting ideas. Attempts to reorganise information but conveys limited information in the different text type.

	2–1 marks
	Minimal understanding of the meaning of the spoken or written texts. Extracts little meaning from the language. Identifies isolated detail and/or single words. Attempts to reorganise information and demonstrates significant difficulty with the different text type.


These performance descriptors reflect the assessment approach used for Units 3 and 4.

There is no set mark allocation in Units 1 and 2. The 10-point marking scale is merely indicative of possible grading.
Outcome 3
Give expression to real or imaginary experience in spoken or written form.
Assessment tasks
Journal entry
or

Personal account
or

Short story

It is expected that the texts used are in the LOTE and that the student responds in the LOTE to all tasks selected. If an oral task is selected for Outcome 1, a written task should be selected for Outcome 3, and vice versa.
	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	10–9 marks
	Highly effective original personal or imaginative spoken or written text focusing on an event or experience in the past, present or future. Comprehensive understanding of the conventions of the text type required for the task. Uses a broad range of language for describing, recounting, narrating or reflecting (including vocabulary and expressions, and where relevant, script) and varies language appropriate for the audience, context and purpose. Consistently organises and sequences ideas logically using a variety of stylistic techniques. Meaning is accurately and clearly conveyed. 

	8–7 marks
	Effective original personal or imaginative spoken or written text, focusing on an event or experience in the past, present or future. Clear understanding of the conventions of the text type required for the task. Uses a range of language for describing, recounting, narrating or reflecting (including vocabulary and expressions, and where relevant, script) and varies language for the audience, context and purpose. Organises and sequences main ideas effectively using a variety of stylistic techniques. Meaning is accurately conveyed.

	6–5 marks
	Original personal or imaginative spoken or written text focusing on an event or experience in the past, present or future. Some understanding of the conventions of the text type required for the task. Attempts to use a range of language for describing, recounting, narrating or reflecting (including vocabulary and expressions, and where relevant, script) and attempts to vary language for the audience, context and purpose. Organises and sequences ideas using some stylistic techniques. Meaning is conveyed although inaccuracies may occur.


	4–3 marks
	Limited capacity to produce a personal or imaginative spoken or written text focusing on an event or experience. Limited understanding of the conventions of the text type required for the task. Uses simple language (including vocabulary and expressions, and where relevant, script) which may be generally appropriate to the audience, context and purpose. Organises and sequences ideas using some simple stylistic techniques. Inaccuracies and/or omissions affect the ability to convey meaning. Ideas may be disjointed with little attempt to organise or sequence them.

	2–1 marks
	Very limited capacity to produce a personal or imaginative spoken or written text. Minimal understanding of the conventions of the text type. Very limited ability to use language (including vocabulary and expressions, and where relevant, script) for the audience, context and purpose. Minimal organisation of ideas and very limited ability to convey meaning.


These performance descriptors reflect the assessment approach used for Units 3 and 4.
There is no set mark allocation in Units 1 and 2. The 10-point marking scale is merely indicative of possible grading.
1
© VCAA August 2005
PAGE  
3
© VCAA August 2005

