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Literacy in the Early Years (F-2) – Buried Treasure: Writing Annotated Work Samples

Slide 1: Introduction

Hello everyone my name is Julianne Wilson and I am a VCAA Specialist Teacher with the Literacy team.

Welcome to this online, on demand professional learning session. This module is part of a series titled Buried Treasure. The Buried Treasure series provides a guide to unearthing and using a range of valuable English resources designed to assist teachers with planning, teaching and assessing Reading and Viewing, Writing and Speaking and Listening.

In this module, we will explore the writing annotated work samples. 

Slide 2: What are they?

The writing annotated work samples are a set of student writing samples and corresponding documents designed to support teachers in their own understanding and application of the writing achievement standards.

Slide 3 – 7: Writing Annotated Work Samples: What are they?

There is a sample for each primary level from foundation to level six. All samples are narratives, but keep an eye out for the upcoming persuasive text annotated samples. 

Each sample includes a task description, the elements of the achievement standard that can be assessed through this sample.

Each sample includes a task description and the elements of the achievement standard that can be assessed through this sample. 

A scan of the student work is included. These are genuine work samples provided by students from a range of Victorian primary schools. 

The samples are annotated with observable developmental writing traits demonstrated within the text. 

Suggestions for planning future teaching and learning programs are then provided in the form of a list of content descriptions that will guide instruction and practice for students demonstrating these skills and understandings. The inclusion of this content will assist students to progress towards their next level of achievement.

Slide 8: Where are they?

To find this valuable resource, simply copy the link on your screen or follow the trail outlined by the diagram. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english/help-me-assess/annotated-work-samples/Pages/Writing.aspx
Slide 9 – 13: How can they help me?

The uses and applications of this resource are many and varied. They provide an excellent reference point for writing moderation at team, school or network level. The samples and the associated annotations serve as a guide for conversations about what writing achievement looks like at various levels.

The annotations, which frequently include examples from the text itself, assist teachers to unpack the achievement standards in finer detail and develop an understanding of what they will observe in student work when these skills and understandings are being applied.

As mentioned, each work sample provides a guide to the content that students demonstrating this level of writing ability are ready for in their learning program. This assists teachers to target their planning and teaching and to set learning goals for lesson sequences. 

For individual students, the annotations and suggested future content can guide teachers towards writing effective individual education plans for the students who require them.

As this example shows, the suggested content is individualised to accommodate the different levels of achievement demonstrated by the students in different elements of their writing.

The student work samples themselves also provide an excellent range of worked examples. These can be used to practise editing and revising skills or to analyse particular elements of writing using genuine examples of student work at various developmental stages.

Slide 14: Thank you

Thank you for tuning in to this session of Buried Treasure. I hope you find this resource valuable. Until next time, happy teaching.
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