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DATES

Important administrative dates

Full details of dates appear in the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2005.

2005
Monday 11 July

Monday 18 July

Friday 22 July

Monday 25 July

Wednesday 27 July
Monday 1 August
Monday 8 August
Friday 19 August

Monday 5 September

Monday 12 September
Friday 16 September

Monday 3 October
Monday 3 to Sunday 30 October
Friday 7 October
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Start Term 3

School Status Report (SSR) identifying Studio Arts School-assessed Task 1 from SIAR 1
required for review.

Enrolment 3 data due at the VCAA. This data should contain 2005 VCE, VET and VCAL
enrolment data that is known and available to schools.

After this date VASS will not allow schools to withdraw student enrolments from
VCE Unit 4.

Review of School-assessed Task by visitation in Studio Arts begins.

Final day for schools to lodge the following applications for examinations held in October/
November:

— requests for new or combined examination centres and for students to sit at centres other
than home schools

— requests for students to present for examinations outside Victoria

— Special Examination Arrangements for October/November examinations

— timetable clashes

— earlier starting time

— approval of hiring fees for sites in the community used by two or more schools.
SIAR 2 scores for VCE Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework due at the VCAA.
After this date VASS will not allow schools to enter SIAR 2 results.

A list of studies can be found on pages 6-11.

VCE Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework audit material due at VCAA.

June examination results and Studio Arts grades available to schools.

Arts Performance and LOTE oral component examination advice slips available to schools.

Enrolment 4 data due at the VCAA. This data should contain all 2005 VCE, VET and VCAL
enrolment data that is known and available to schools.

After this date VASS will not allow schools to:

— amend VCE VET assessment plan data

— enter or withdraw enrolments for units of competence / modules for scored VCE Unit 3
and 4 sequences.

Partnership details must be entered on VASS for Unit 4 coursework.

October/November examination centres available on VASS.

Special Examination Arrangements available on VASS.

Indicative Grades for Arts Performance examinations due at VCAA.
End Term 3

Final day for lodging applications for enrolment in 2006 in Chinese Second Language,
Chinese Second Language Advanced, Indonesian Second Language,
Japanese Second Language or Korean Second Language.

Start Term 4

Arts Performance examinations and LOTE examinations: oral component.

Enrolment 5 data due at VCAA. This data should be a complete record of all VCE,
VCE VET, VET FE and VCAL enrolments of the current year.

After this date VASS will not allow schools to enrol or withdraw students in:
— VCE Units 1 and 2

— VCE VET and VET FE units of competence/modules

— VCAL units




CEQ’s column

Visit by Professor Chang

Professor Hua Hua Chang from Austin
University, Texas recently visited
Melbourne to meet with staff from the
VCAA Examinations and P-10 Units and the Educational
Measurement and Research Branch. The discussion focused
on computer adaptivetesting, computer marking of essaysand
automatic test generation.

In computer adaptive tests, examinees receive few items
that are very easy or very hard for them. This tailored item
selection can result in reduced standard errors and greater
precision with only a handful of properly selected items.

Professor Chang noted, however, that far more researchis
needed to make tests more secure and reliable. Recent research
into computer adaptive testing indicates that one of its benefits
is the ability to assess students’ understanding by providing
more diagnostic information for parents and teachers.

Professor Chang al so provided staff with an overview of the
use of computer testing inthe USA whereit isused extensively
in high stakes, university entrance examinations.

The VCAA looks forward to collaborating with Professor
Chang in the future.

From left: Marie Pitt, Renee Chow, Professor Chang, and Cathy Boldiston.

VCAA Plain English Speaking Award

In the last two weeks of Term 2, students aged 15 to 18 years
participated in the regional finals of this year’'s VCAA Plain
English Speaking Award. Each year thereisagreater interest
from school saround the state which isan encouraging sign that
teachers are using the Award to promote oral communication
in the classroom.

I look forward to the state final on Friday 29 July and
hope that teachers and students will take advantage of this
opportunity to come and listen to the speakers who have won
their regional and semi-finals and will be sharpening their
skills on this big day. The venue is Treasury Theatre in the
government precinct and the event will take three hours (10.00
am to 1.00 pm).

Examination security

As part of the security arrangements for the conduct of VCE
examinations, the VCAA conducts Training Sessions for all
Chief Supervisors and school representatives every two years
on the administration and conduct of VCE examinations in
approved Examination Centres.

Information sessions for al Chief Supervisors and school
representatives will be held throughout metropolitan and
non-metropolitan regions in August and September this year.
A schedule of these sessions was recently sent to schools in
Memorandum 68/2005.

Schoolsarerequired to nominate aV CE Examination Chief
Supervisor and one other staff member with responsibility
for VCE examinations to attend one of the sessions. | look
forward to your cooperation in thisregard to assist the VCAA
in maintaining the security of our examination periods.

Support for studentswith learning disabilities

As part of the VCAA's policy to support students with
a learning disability, we will be conducting professional
development sessions around the state from 27 July to 14
September. Dr Stewart Sykes, Educational and Clinical
Psychologist and former Director of the Krongold Centre,
Monash University will join VCAA Special Provision staff in
present these sessions.

See page 5 for full details.

Return to school
Asteachersreturnto Term 3, | wish you all well and hope that
the flu bugs are not too rife this year!

WDk (M

Michad White
Chief Executive Officer
July 2005

VCAA BULLETIN JULY 2005 3

CEO’s
COLUMN



VCE
GENERAL
ADVICE

‘ Student Records and
Results

VCE Statement of Marks

Statement of Marks/Inspection of Examination Scripts

application form for the June examination period
is available for download from VASS and the VCAA
website <www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/schooladmin/forms/vce/
StatM arklnspScripts05.pdf>. Please note that the closing date
for Inspection of Examination Scripts applicationsfor the June
examinationsis Friday 14 October 2005.

‘ VCE Review

VCE implementation support program
VCE Food and Technology 2006-2010

he Victorian Home Economics and Textiles Teachers

Association (VHETTA) in conjunction with the VCAA
will be conducting workshops for teachers to introduce the
reaccredited VCE Food and Technology Sudy Design 2006—
2010 for implementation (Units 2—4) in 2006.

The program will outline aspects of the new course
and cover suggested approaches to teaching, learning and
assessment.

Dates and locations are:

LOCATION DATE TIME

Benalla 2 August 2005 4.30-6.30 pm
Moorabbin 3 August 2005 3.30-5.30 pm
Sunshine 9 August 2005 3.30-5.30 pm
Traralgon 10 August 2005 4.30-6.30 pm
Preston 12 August 2005 3.30-5.30 pm
Warrnambool 15 August 2005 4.30-6.30 pm
Ararat 16 August 2005 4.30-6.30 pm
Swan Hill 22 August 2005 4.30-6.30 pm
Box Hill 25 August 2005 3.30-5.30 pm

Thecost (incl. GST) of thisprogramis$22.00. Registration
forms are available from the following website: www.vhetta.
com.au

For enquiries concerning the workshops please contact
Jane Hill at VHETTA on (03) 9888 2240 or email pd@vhetta.
com.au
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VCE Geography, International Politics, Music,
Outdoor and Environmental Studies, Physical
Education and Sociology

Workshops are also being planned for teachers of the
reaccreditated studies listed above and will be conducted
in August/September 2005. Teachers will be advised of
registration details via memoranda.

VCE English Language and Literature
Workshops for the studies will be conducted in late Term 3.

Consultation

VCE Dance, Drama, Theatre Studies, Accounting,
Design and Technology, Systems and Technology,
Information Technology
A progress report from each of the above study review
committees will be presented to the Post-Compulsory
Curriculum and A ssessment Committee meeting of the VCAA
on 13 July detailing findings from an analysis of curriculum
and assessment data, benchmarking information from national
and international curricula, and thelatest industry and research
data on current trends and developments related to the study.
Subject to approval from the VCAA Committee, the proposed
study designs (for implementation in 2007) will be available
for consultation commencing in August. Teachers are advised
to refer to the VCAA website for forthcoming details on the
review of individual studies and to access a consultation draft
and questionnaire www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/index.
html.

Alternatively, telephone Merry Y oung, Project Officer, on
(03) 9651 4480 to join the Consultation Register.



‘ VCE Examinations

VCE Agricultural and Horticultural
Studies examination 2005

ase studies and scenarios used in questions in the 2005

Agricultural and Horticultural Studies examinationwill be
relevant to both agricultural and horticultural practices. While
all questionswill be compulsory, studentswill be ableto focus
on either practice in their answers.

‘ Use of calculators In
VCE examinations 2006

he following changes to the use of calculators in VCE
Written Examinations will commence in 2006:

1. For examinations in Accounting, Chemistry,
Environmental Science, Information Systems,
Physics, Systems and Technology, VCE VET Business
Administration, VCE VET Electrotechnology (Shared
Technology), VCE VET Engineering Studies(Certificate
Il and Certificatelll in Engineering Studies),VCE VET
Financial Services, VCE VET Furnishing andVCE VET
Laboratory Skills, only the use of a scientific calculator
is permitted. From 2006 onwards, graphics calculators,
calculatorsthat have graphical, symbolic or programmable
capabilities, Computer Algebraic Systems(CAS) calculators
or Computer Algebraic System (CAS) software are NO
L ONGER dllowed to be used in these examinations.

2. Mathematics studies:

Further Mathematics
* For Examinations 1 and 2:
— Anapproved graphicscalculator OR approved CAS
calculator or CAS software is permitted and their
full functions may be used (for CAS software a
1.44Mb floppy disk of stored files and/or programs
is permitted in 2006)
— A scientific calculator may also be used in
Examinations 1 and 2.

Mathematical M ethods
e For Examination 1:
— NO calculators of any type are allowed
e For Examination 2:
— An approved graphics calculator is permitted and
its full functions may be used
— A scientific calculator may also be used in Exam-
ination 2.
— No CAScalculator or CAS software of any typeis
alowed.

Mathematical Methods (CAS)
» For Examination 1:

— NO caculators of any type are allowed
» For Examination 2:

— An approved CAS calculator or CAS software is
permitted and their full functions may be used (for
CAS software a 1.44Mb floppy disk of stored files
and/or programs is permitted in 2006)

— A scientific calculator may also be used in Exam-
ination 2.

Specialist Mathematics
» For Examination 1:

— NO caculators of any type are allowed
» For Examination 2:

— Anapproved graphics calculator or CAS calculator
or CAS softwareispermitted and their full functions
may be used (for CAS software a 1.44Mb floppy
disk of stored files and/or programsis permitted in
2006)

— A scientific calculator may also be used in Exam-
ination 2.

The October 2004 VCAA Bulletin, No. 19 lists approved
technology for 2006 VV CE Mathematics examinations. Further
advice on approved technology for mathematics examinations
will be communicated in the October 2005 VCAA Bulletin.

School swishing to use computer-based CA S software from
2006 should apply in writing to the VCAA for approval.

VCE Exams Chief
Supervisor training

A spart of the security arrangements for the administration
of VCE examinations, the VCAA conducts Training
Sessions for all VCE Written Examination Chief Supervisors
and school representativesevery two yearson theadministration
and conduct of VCE examinations in approved Examination
Centres.

Information sessions for al Chief Supervisors and school
representatives will be held throughout metropolitan and
non-metropolitan regions in August and September 2005.
In accordance with the terms of the 2005 VCE Written
Examination Centre Agreement, schools are required to
nominate their VCE Examination Chief Supervisor and one
school staff member with relevant responsibility for VCE
examinations to attend one of these sessions.

Chief Supervisorsand school representativeswho attended
training sessions in May 2005 should still make themselves
available for the new sessions.

Scheduled session dates, times and venues as well as
a registration form were sent to schools in Memorandum
68/2005 and on the VCAA website www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
correspondence/memorandums/2005/68.html
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Supporting students with
learning disabilities

heVCAA isplanning anumber of state-wideinformation

sessions on Specia Provision for students with learning
disabilities. The sessionswill be held during July, August and

September 2005.

This professional development activity is specifically
designed for VCE Coordinators, special education teachers
and integration coordinators.

Content of the three-hour session will cover:

« Definitions and Characteristics of Learning Disability —
brief historical overview, basic concepts, VCAA operational
definition, major characteristics, contentious issues

e Assessment of aLearning Disability —how to identify the
characteristics, Formal and Informal assessment

 VCAA Specia Examination Arrangements application
process and evidence requirements.

Dr Stewart Sykes, Educational and Clinical Psychologist
and former Director of the Krongold Centre, Monash
University, and Christine Byrt, the VCAA Project Manager
of Special Provision, will be the presenters.

All VCE Coordinators are encouraged to attend, along with
any colleague who may have professional involvement with
Learning Disability students.

A registration form with details of these sessions can be
found in Memorandum 67/2005 on the VCAA website: www.
vcaa.vic.edu.au/correspondence/memorandums/2005/67.
html

VCE VET

Program update

VCE VET Information Technology

he revised Information Technology Training Package

has not yet been nationally endorsed. As a consequence,
the VCE VET Information Technology program that is drawn
fromthe current version 3 of thetraining packagewill continue
in 2006.

All students undertaking the VCE VET Information
Technology program in 2006, new and continuing, will
be enrolled under the arrangements described in the
Supplementary Advice 2003. VET in the VCE Information
Technology published as Supplement 4 to the March 2003
VCE Bulletin, No. 186.

All scored assessment arrangements will continue in
2006 as described in the Information Technology A ssessment
Guide published in June 2002 on the VCAA website. All 2006
documentation and pro formawill be available under the VET
section of the VCAA website.
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It is anticipated that a revised VCE VET Information
Technology program will be available for implementation in
2007. Schoolswill receivein mid-2006 anew program booklet
to accompany the revised program.

VCE VET Automotive program 2006

Professional development

VCAA and Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE are conducting
aprofessional development day for teachers/trainers who will
beinvolved in the delivery of the new VCE VET Automotive
program in 2006.

Thefocusof theday isonthenew 21560V 1C Certificatell in
Automotive Technology Studies: structure and implementation,
delivery issues and resources. There will also be atour of the
mechanics workshops at Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE.

This full day professional development activity will be
held on:

Thursday 4 August 2005

Venue: Kangan Batman TAFE

Building A, Coburg Campus

Corner Dawson and Charles Street, Coburg

Registration details and further information will be
provided via Edumail early in Term 3.

Contact LisaBurgess on (03) 9651 4427 or <burgess.lisa.
t@edumail.vic.gov.au> for further details or to register for this
professional development activity.

Schools are advised that all new students wishing to
enrol in the VCE VET Automotive program in 2006 will be
undertaking the new 21560V IC Certificate Il in Automotive
Technology Studies. A program booklet for this new
automotive program will be available for schools/providers
during Term 3 2005. Continuing students will be able to
complete 21110VIC Certificate Il in Automotive Technology
under thearrangements described inthe VCE VET Automotive
program booklet published in December 2000.

VCE VET Electrotechnology (Shared Technology)

Resour ces

Box Hill Institute of TAFE isdeveloping teaching and learning
materials for Certificate Il in Electrotechnology (Shared
Technology). Materials for VCE VET Units 1 and 2 will be
available during Term 3 on the Electrotechnology Advanced
Diploma Senate website:

http://etd.tafe.vu.edu.au/shared technology/

Go to the heading VCAA Resourcing Project to find resource
materia sto support each industry specialisation. These provide
a knowledge and skills summary, project frameworks and
competency assessment templates and can be downloaded for
customisation to meet local requirements.

Work is underway to provide similar resources for VCE
VET Units 3-4. Schoolswill be advised when these resources
will be available.

These resources can aso be obtained on request from the
VET Unit at theVCAA by contacting Lynne Stockdal e on (03)
9651 4587 or email:

stockdale.lynne.e@edumail..vic.gov.au



Sessional Staff
Management System

Applications for assessors, reviewers,

setting and vetting panels
o register applicationsfor these positions use SSMS—the
Sessional Staff Management System website. Thewebsite
can be reached from any PC location with Internet access.
Further explanatory information on the use of SSMSwas
provided in the March 2005 VCAA Bulletin, No. 23 (page 7)
aswell as articles each month thereafter.

Call for applications

Applications are being taken on the Sessional Staff

Management System (SSMS) for:

* VCE Written examination assessors (due to close 25
July) — end-of-year examinations (except English, ESL
which are closed)

e 2006 VCE Examination Setting and V etting panels

Please note that applications for the following will no

longer be taken:

¢ Examinations—Mid-year examinations, GAT, English,
ESL

¢ School Assessment — Coursework audit

e AIM —all marker positions (Years 3, 5 and 7 English;
Year 7 Mathematics)

e VCAL Quality assurance panel members

¢ VET State Reviewers

Applicationsfor VCE ArtsPerformanceand VCELOTE
Orals and School Assessment reviewing were scheduled
to close early July; however, you are advised to check
availability on SSMS.

Opportunities are advertised asthey arise and publicised
inthe VCAA Bulletin.

2005 VCE Examinations (end-of-year written)
Practising teachers are strongly encouraged to consider the
excellent professional devel opment opportunity afforded by
examination assessing.

2006 VCE Examination Setting and Vetting
panels

Applications are now being taken for the 2006 VCE
Examination Setting and V etting panels. Potential applicants
need to ensure that they will not be teaching the study or are
closely related to students undertaking the study in 2006
before applying.

Please note the following

* SSMS works only with Microsoft Windows operating
system and needs I nternet Explorer 5.5 or above

» Applicants must provide an email address and their own
Security Question and Answer for extra security

» Personal details and contacts such as addresses, home
school, phone numbersand email can be entered or changed
within SSMS.

Therearetwo main pathsto SSM Sthrough the VCAA

website

e www.vcaavic.edu.au — Career opportunities— Sessional
employment

or

* www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/career/sessiona.html and click the
link to SSMS
Thiswill bring you to the Welcome/Login page.

For assistance

Helpdesk
Email: assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

I mplementation/devel opment (feedback)
Marlwood Ryder (03) 9651 4421
Email: ryder.marlwood f@edumail.vic.gov.au

Technical/access issues (login and password related
problems)

Johann Fan (03) 9651 4581

Email: fan.johann.y@edumail.vic.gov.au

General enquiries
Phone assistance: Kapila Jayasuriya (03) 9651 4447; Belinda
Too (03) 9651 4366; Peter Uren (03) 9651 4424.

General information for applicants
If you applied to work for the VCAA in 2004 you should
already have been provided with access information such as
aLogin ID and password; use the Login ID and password to
access SSMS.

If you have not received or ‘lost’ the access information
then contact the Helpdesk by email.

1f you have not worked for the VCAA beforeor you worked
prior to 2004 you will need to logon asa NEW APPLICANT
(use NEW APPLICANT button on opening screen).

Your application will be processed and then a Login ID
and password issued to you by email.
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‘ Biology

Study design (2006-2009)

Errata
eachersare advised of thefollowing correction to the VCE
Biology Study Design 2006—-2009 for implementation
(Units 1-4) in 2006:

On page 20 in Unit 2: Organisms and their Environment,
the assessment tasks for Outcome 1 should be replaced by the
assessment tasks listed under Outcome 2 and vice versa. An
amended version of page 20 has been reproduced on page
9 of this Bulletin. Please replace page 20 with the correct
version.

 English/ESL

Addition to Text list 2006

hool swereadvised viaMemorandum 62/2005 that thetext

ist published for 2006 currently includes four non-print
texts, rather than the choice of five which has been provided on
past text lists. To ensure the same degree of choice asprovided
in previous years, Gattaca, which has been on the text list for
three years, will now be reinstated as an additional non-print
text for 2006.

A revised 2006 Text list for English/ESL is included as
Supplement 1tothisBulletinand will replacethelists published
as Supplement to February 2005V CAA Bulletin, No.22 and the
list currently published on www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vee/studies/
english/textlist/textlist.html

VCAL
GENERAL
ADVICE

VeAL

VCAL update

Number of credits required at the award level
heVCAA VCAL Review recommended that the number of
credits at the award level beincreased from 5 to 6 credits

of which one must befor literacy and one must befor aVCAL

Personal Development Skillsunit. The Victorian Qualifications

Authority has now endorsed this recommendation and this

new requirement will be implemented from 2006. The new

requirementswill apply to all new VCAL studentsin 2006 and
al VCAL students who are commencing anew VCAL award
level in 2006. Studentsreturning to complete aspecific VCAL
award level in 2006 that they commenced in a previous year
will be able to complete under the arrangements that existed
prior to 2006.
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International Politics

eachers are advised that information published in the

VTAC February 2005 Bulletin was incorrect. From 2006
students who have previously obtained credit for Units 3 and
4 of Political Studieswill not be able to obtain credit for Units
3 and 4 of Nationa Politics; Students who have previously
obtained credit for Units 3 and 4 of International Studies will
not be able to obtain credit for reaccredited Units 3 and 4 of
International Studies. Students who have not obtained credit
for either Political Studiesor International Studies Units 3 and
4 will be able to enrol in both and obtain credit for both Unit
3 and 4 sequences. Teachers should contact VTAC for details
about which studies can be counted in the Primary Four for the
purposes of calculating the ENTER.

‘ Religion and Society

he following references were omitted from the resources

list in the reaccredited VCE Religion and Society Study
Design 2006-2010:

Engebretson, K & Elliott, R (2001) Chaos or Clarity:
Encountering Ethics 3rd Edition.

Rule, P & Engebretson, K, My Story, Our Stories:
Religion and I dentity in Australia 3rd Edition.

VCAA principles, guidelines and procedures for the
review of VCAL units

The VCAA principles, guidelines and procedures for the
Review of VCAL units have been endorsed by the VCAA
Board. The guidelines are published as Supplement 2 to this
Bulletin and will shortly be available on the VCAA website.



. VCE
Unit 2 BIOLOGY STUDY

ADVICE

Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2 must be based on the student’s performanceon a
selection of assessment tasks. Whereteachersalow studentsto choose between tasks they must ensure
that the tasks they set are of comparable scope and demand. Assessment tasks for this unit are:

For Outcome 1:

at least three of the following:

» practical activities;

» multimedia or web page presentation;

* responseto amediaarticle;

 ora presentation;

» annotated poster;

» dataanaysis;

+ test, multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response.
And

For Outcome 2:

+ awritten report on fieldwork (fieldwork may include a study of habitat within or outside the
classroom).

20 VCE STUDY DESIGN
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Invitation

The VCAA invites you and your guests to the
Plain English Speaking Award
State Final 2005

Come and hear some of Victoria’s best young speakers presenting a topic
of their choice and drawing on their reserves and knowledge to speak in
an impromptu setting

Date: Friday 29 July 2005

Time: 9.30 am for a 10.00 am start
with an anticipated 12.30 pm finish

Venue: Treasury Theatre, 1 MacArthur Place, East Melbourne
(In the government precinct, opposite Parliament Station)

Five semifinalists from across Victoria will present a six-minute prepared
speech and a three minute impromptu speech

Adjudicators will select one overall winner and one runner up. The
winner will go on to the National Final in Sydney in August

A guest speaker will open the event

If you would like to accept this invitation please contact

Information Services, VCAA
Phone: (03) 9651 4328 OR (03) 9651 4544
Email: information.services@edumail.vic.gov.au
Fax: (03) 9651 4550
There is no charge for attending this event

Please RSVP by Monday 25 July

VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY
*
.
Victoria
The Place To Be
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VCE Achiever
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The VCE Achiever Award is coordinated by the VCAA to recognise the efforts of VCE students in promoting community involvement
in their local school and wider community. VCE Achievers actively participate in such activities as the arts, environmental
protection, aged care, hospitality, local council initiatives, fundraising and public speaking. One VCE Achiever is announced
each month and in December one overall winner is presented with a notepad computer by IBM Australia Ltd. Students in
government, Catholic and independent schools may apply using the application form on the VCAA website (Excellence and

Awards > VCE Achiever Awara).

For more information contact Information Services on (03) 9651 4544 or 1800 134 197.

‘Multi-talented’, ‘ dedicated’, and ‘ energetic’ areall wordsthat
could describe Kristine Tay, the winner of the VCE Achiever
Award for July.

And —if her commitment to raising money for leukaemia
isany indication —‘brave’ is another one.

InMarch, Kristine, whoisayear 12 student at Fintona Girls
School in Balwyn, agreed to shave her head for the World's
Greatest Shavefundraiser event. Despitethe prospect of losing
the hair that she’ d been growing for over six years, Kristine had
little hesitation in doing ‘whatever | could to help'.

Kristine donated not only her hair, but also her time and
efforts towards the cause. Displaying the leadership and
initiative that have earned her the VCE Achiever Award,
Kristine and another student canvassed local businesses and
the school community for over four months before the event,
managing to raise over $8300 in total.

Kristine has displayed a similar level of passion to her
other interests and activities, which range from conservation
to singing, from books to gymnastics.

Sheisparticularly passionate about the environment, being
involved with Conservation Volunteers Australian (CVA)
and the Centre for Education and Research in Environmental
Strategies (CERES) in Brunswick. As a senior volunteer at
Wollangarra, a not-for-profit outdoor education centre in the
Victorian High Country, Kristine helps regenerate the local
bushland, rebuild tracks and maintain the homestead used by
the youth and community groups who visit the centre.

Kristine is motivated by the desire to preserve Australia’s
environment for future generations. * The Australian wilderness
is unique and beautiful, preserving and maintaining what we
have l€eft is essential if we are to benefit from it in the future’,
she explains.

‘| want to make sure that the children of tomorrow can see
and enjoy all the places that I’ ve loved so much.’

In contrast to her outdoor activities, Kristineisalso alover
of books, and hastaken thelead in sharing her interest in reading
and writing throughout her school. Shewasafounding member
of her school’s Writers' Festival and is the organiser of three
lunchtime clubswhere studentsfrom all year levelscan discuss
books and authors.

‘There’s so much of
a focus on magazines and
TV these days, but thisis
a way to show that books
can bejust asmuch fun—a
great opportunity for girls
to sharetheir interestswith
each other.’

Her activities mean
that Kristine is always
busy: as well as being
a member of her music
groups, her school’s SRC
and other committees, she
also devotes a number of hours after school each week to her
other passions of gymnastics and singing.

Not content with merely participating, she has reached
high levels of achievement in both. Asamember of the highest
level of the Australian Girls Choir, sheleads and helpsyounger
members of the choir and singsat charity and corporate events.
Sheis aso training to be an accredited gymnastics coach. ‘It
can be hard work calming down excited children, but itisvery
rewarding to see them develop.’

With her many interests and talents, Kristine could choose
anumber of careers, butisaiming for an arts/science degreeto
keep her options open. Getting there will mean hard work and
planning, but Kristine say that with regular, consistent study
patterns, she can perform just as well in her studies asin her
extra-curricular activities.

Michael White, CEO of the VCAA, paid tribute to
Kristine's dedication and enthusiasm, describing her as an
outstanding example to fellow students.

VCAA BULLETIN JULY 2005 15

VCE
ACHIEVER



from: PAGE 1
-

Sophia Katos, who attends
Sacred Heart College in
Geelong, was the winner of the
final in that regional centre. In
her speech she asked whether
Australian television, with its
increasein redlity shows, isan

indication of declining moral V c A
i

valuesin our society.

Most adults find
themselves in a position gLA,N ENGL,SH
where they are called upon =3 PEA
SophiaKatos, Sacred Heart College  to speak publicly at some <005 CEf
— Geelong .
time and we all know how
daunting it can be. Plain English Speaking Award
adjudicators, who include teachers, Department of
Education and Training and VCAA staff, have all This tartificane i swargog 1o
expressed admiration for these young peoplewho enter the Jane Citizen
Award and take the opportunity to practice a skill which
will be valuable to them for life.
All students who participated in the VCAA Plain
English Speaking Award will receive a Certificate of

-

Participation this term. "4, )
The semi-finals take place in weeks two and three z P ekt
i — “"_1-.-

of Term 3 and the state final is on Friday 29 July at . e
the Treasury Theatre, East Melbourne, commencing e b o)
10.00 am.

An invitation was inserted into the June 2005
VCAA Bulletin, No. 26 and if teacherswould like to bring students
aong they should contact Information Services staff on (03) 9651
4544 or email information.services.vcaa@edumail .vic.gov.au
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