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HISTREV EXAM (SAMPLE) 2

SECTION A — Revolution One

Instructions for Section A

Answer all questions in Section A. You are required to use the same revolution for all questions in this
section.

Part1: Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events

For each question in Part 1, indicate the option (a., b., ¢. or d.) you have chosen in the box provided.
Question 1

Choose one of the following.

a. How did desire for self-government among the American colonies lead to demands for revolutionary
change from 1765 to 17767

OR

b. How did the Assembly of Notables in February 1787 contribute to pressure for revolutionary change
between 1787 and 1789?

OR

c¢. How did World War I contribute to pressure for change in Tsarist Russia prior to and including February
1917?

OR

d. Explain how the Boxer Revolution of 1900 contributed to pressure for revolutionary change.

Either a., b., c., or d.

10 marks

SECTION A — Part 1 — continued
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Question 2
Choose one of the following.

a.  Explain the importance of revolutionary ideas in the development of the American revolution between
1770 to 1776.

OR

b. Explain the importance of revolutionary ideas in the development of the French revolution between June
and August 1789.

OR

c.  Explain the importance of revolutionary ideas in developing the October Russian revolution of 1917.

OR

d. Explain the importance of revolutionary ideas developed during the Yenan period of 1937-1947 which
led to a revolutionary situation in China in 1949.

Either a., b., c., or d.

10 marks

END OF PART 1
SECTION A — continued
TURN OVER
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Part2: Creating a new society

Question 3

Choose one of the following. Write on the same revolution you used to answer Questions 1 and 2.
America
From Dennis Phillips, ‘Empire of Liberty?’ United States History from 1492, Pitman, London, 1984, p. XI

In a sense the Revolution was no revolution at all. If'the word ‘revolution’ means ‘a complete change’ or ‘complete
overthrow of a social system’, then the events of 1775-83 in America can more accurately be described as a war
for American political independence. Few far-reaching social and economic changes associated with modern
revolutions . . . took place in America . . . [it] did not herald fundamental economic or social change.

If the American War for Independence can be accurately described as revolutionary at all, it was . . . most
revolutionary in its idealism. The United States of America was born in a fit of incredible idealism . . . By
suggesting that men could actually realise the ideals of liberty, equality and happiness, the American Revolution
became the model for a whole series of revolutions. The Americans were the first to try to create a modern
political system where . . . rule by the many (democracy) would replace rule by the few (oligarchy). They were
the first to base the legitimacy of their political system on the claim that government should drive its just powers
only from the consent of the governed . . . and to write into their most sacred political document the right of
the people to rebel against a destructive government.

a.  Why does Phillips see the American Revolution as ‘a war for American political independence’ rather than
a revolution?

2 marks
b. What does Phillips mean by ‘it was most revolutionary in its idealism’?

2 marks
c¢.  What new ideas were the Americans the first in the world to suggest?

2 marks

SECTION A — Part 2 — continued
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d. Using your knowledge, explain the major ideas that influenced the formation of the new society after
17767

6 marks

e.  Explain the usefulness of this extract in understanding the new society that emerged in America after the
revolution.

8 marks

OR

SECTION A — Part 2 — continued
TURN OVER
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France

From Citizens, A chronicle of the French Revolution, by Simon Schama, pp. 610-615

With the General out of the way, the last hope of arresting forces that were rapidly becoming polarized lay in the
Legislative Assembly itself. But the events of June 20, far from stiffening its resolve, had shaken it. Deputies
nervous for their own safety began to drift away from the debates, so that at the height of the insurrections of
August there were probably no more than one quarter of the eight hundred sitting. The Girondin leadership
was divided over whether to throw their lot in with the section militants to avoid forfeiting all influence to the
Robespierrists, or whether to defend the legal order by force. On July 5 a declaration that the “patrie est en
danger” was proclaimed. But the emergency powers obtained by such a suspension of normal legal procedure
were a dangerous means of legitimizing the government’s policy. While they could justify, as Robespierre still
feared, an attack on the clubs and sections, they could equally be used by those same elements to overthrow
the government and the Assembly. . .

... But the carnage of the tenth of August was not an incidental moment in the history of the Revolution. It was,
in fact, its logical consummation. From 1789, perhaps even before that, it had been the willingness of politicians
to exploit either the threat or the fact of violence that had given them the power to challenge constituted authority.
Bloodshed was not the unfortunate by-product of revolution, it was the source of its energy.

a. What weakness does Schama perceive in the Girondin Government?

2 marks

b. What was the effect on the Legislative Assembly of the events of 20 June 1792, according to Schama?

2 marks

c¢.  What does Schama see as the danger of the emergency powers declared on 5 July 17927

2 marks

SECTION A — Part 2 — continued
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d. Using your knowledge, explain why the events described by Schama as ‘the height of the insurrections of
August’ occurred.

6 marks

e.  Explain the usefulness of this extract in understanding the violent direction that was taken in forming the
new society in France from1792 until January 1793.

8 marks

OR

SECTION A — Part 2 — continued
TURN OVER



HISTREV EXAM (SAMPLE) 8

Russia

Extract from The Russian Revolution 1917—1932 by Sheila Fitzpatrick, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1982,
p.- 69

In addition to its military forces, the Soviet regime quickly created a security force — the All-Russian

Extraordinary Commission for Struggle against Counter-Revolution, Sabotage and Speculation, known as the
Cheka. When this institution was founded in December 1917, its immediate task was to control the outbreak of
banditry, looting and raiding of liquor stores that followed the October seizure of power. But it soon assumed
the functions of a security police, dealing with anti-regime conspiracies and keeping watch on groups whose
loyalty was suspect, including bourgeois ‘class enemies’, officials of the old regime and Provisional Government
and members of the opposition political parties. After the outbreak of the civil war, the Cheka became an organ
of terror, dispensing summary justice including executions, making mass arrests and taking hostages at random
in areas that had come under White control or were suspected of leaning towards the Whites. According to
Bolshevik figures for twenty provinces of European Russia in 1918 and the first half of 1919 at least 8,389
persons were shot without trial by the Cheka, and 87,000 arrested.

a.  What was the original role of the Cheka according to Fitzpatrick?

2 marks

b. What ‘broader role’ did the Cheka soon assume according to Fitzpatrick?

2 marks

c¢.  What actions did the Cheka undertake after the outbreak of the Civil War according to Fitzpatrick?

2 marks

SECTION A — Part 2 — continued
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d. Using your knowledge, explain the Bolshevik Government’s reasons for creating and using the Cheka.

6 marks

e.  Explain the usefulness of this extract in understanding the effect of the Revolutionary Government’s use
of violence in overcoming resistance to the revolution up to 1921.

8 marks

OR

SECTION A — continued
TURN OVER
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China

Extract from Wild Swans

He had to go to many denunciation meetings . . . A standard opening was to chant: ‘Ten thousand years, another
ten thousand years, and yet another ten thousand years to our Great teacher, Great Leader, Great Commander,
and Great Helmsman Chairman Mao! Each time the three “ten thousands™ and four “greats” were shouted out,
everyone raised their Little Red Books in unison. My father would not do this. He said that the “ten thousand
years was how emperors used to be addressed, and it was unfitting for Chairman Mao, a Communist.” This
brought down a torrent of hysterical yells and slaps. At one meeting, all the targets were ordered to kneel and
kowtow to a huge portrait of Mao at the back of the platform. While the others did as they were told, my father
refused. He said that kneeling and kowtowing were undignified feudal practices which the Communists were
committed to eliminating. The Rebels screamed, kicked his knees, and struck him on the head, but he struggled
to stand upright. “I will not kneel! I will not kowtow!” he said furiously . . . “I have committed no crime. I will
not bend my head!” . . . Several large men jumped on him to try and force him down, but as soon as they let
go he stood straight up, raised his head, and stared defiantly at the audience . . . the hysterical crowd screamed
that he was “anti-Cultural Revolution . . . ”

Jung Chang, Wild Swans, 1992, Flamingo, London, pp. 439—40

a. Name two ways the crowd showed their loyalty to Chairman Mao.

2 marks

b. According to the extract, why did the author’s father refuse to ‘kowtow’ before the portrait of Mao
Zedong?

2 marks

¢. What was the fate of those who resisted the Cultural Revolution?

2 marks

SECTION A — Part 2 — continued
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d. Using your knowledge, explain why denunciation meetings were held during the Cultural Revolution.

6 marks

e.  Explain the usefulness of this extract in understanding the nature of the Cultural Revolution.

8 marks

END OF SECTION A
TURN OVER
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SECTION B — Revolution Two

Instructions for Section B

Answer both questions. The revolution you choose for Section B must not be the same as the
revolution you chose for Section A. Use this second revolution to answer both questions in this
section.

Part1: Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events

Question 4
Choose one of the following.

America

i _-.hxﬂ'ﬁ"'wh'::
e g

The Able Doctor by Paul Revere

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
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What is suggested about Anglo-American relations in this representation?

2 marks
Name two details in the representation which show anti-British feeling in the colonies.

2 marks
What revolutionary ideas are expressed in this representation?

2 marks
Using your knowledge, explain why this cartoon appeared in 1774.

6 marks

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
TURN OVER
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e. To what extent do you agree with the representation’s view of revolutionary ideas in the American
revolution?

8 marks

OR

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
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France
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May 1789 “We ’ave got to hope that this aint goin to last forever’

a. What does the representation suggest about the roles of each Estate in 17897

2 marks

b. What details in the representation suggest criticism of the traditional order?

2 marks

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
TURN OVER
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c¢.  What revolutionary ideas and/or movements are expressed in this representation?

2 marks

d. Using your own knowledge, explain why this cartoon appeared around May 1789.

6 marks

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
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e. To what extent is this representation useful in understanding the causes of tension and conflict that were
generated in the traditional society? Give reasons for your answer.

8 marks

OR

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
TURN OVER
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Russia

ToB. /lenndH OYHLL AET
3eM/I0 OT HEeYHCTH.

Poster of Lenin cleaning up the world-sweeping away capitalists,
kings and generals in Russia in Revolution 1900—1930

a. What does the representation suggest Lenin is doing?

2 marks
b. What details in the representation suggest criticism of the traditional order?

2 marks
c¢.  What revolutionary ideas are expressed in the representation?

2 marks

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
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d. Using your knowledge, explain the meaning of this representation’s view of the Russian Revolution.

6 marks

e. To what extent is this representation useful in understanding Lenin’s leadership and ideas in the revolution
of October 19177

8 marks

OR

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued
TURN OVER
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China
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The route of the Long March
a.  Using the map, state where the ‘Long Marchers’ began and ended their journey.
2 marks
b. What does the map suggest about the nature of the Long March?
2 marks
c.  Using the map, state two physical difficulties the Long Marchers encountered.
2 marks

SECTION B — Part 1 — continued



21 HISTREV EXAM (SAMPLE)

d. Using your own knowledge, explain who the Long Marchers fought at Zunyi River and Luting Bridge and
why these battles were significant for the Chinese Communist Party.

6 marks

e. To what extent is the source useful in determining the significance of the Long March in the development
of the Chinese Communist Party?

8 marks

END OF PART 1
SECTION B - continued
TURN OVER
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Part2: Creating a new society

Question 5
Choose one of the following. Write on the same revolution you used to answer Question 4.
a. Discuss the extent to which the conditions of everyday life were changed by the revolutionary regime.

Provide evidence to support your answer.
OR

b. Discuss the extent to which revolutionary governments achieve their original ideals.

Provide evidence to support your answer.

OR

c¢. Discuss to what extent the new society is inevitably rigid and authoritarian.
Provide evidence to support your answer.
20 marks

SECTION B — Part 2 — continued
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SECTION B — Part 2 — continued
TURN OVER
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SECTION B — Part 2 — continued
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A script book is available from the supervisor if you need extra paper to complete your answer. Please ensure
you write your student number in the space provided on the front cover of the script book. At the end of the
examination, place the script book inside the front cover of this question and answer book.

END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK



