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VCE Season of Excellence

The annual VCE Season of Excellence is a dynamic opportunity 
for VCE teachers and students to see the outstanding work of 

high-achieving VCE technology and visual and performing arts 
students from the previous year. The Season is a unique cross-
sectional project. Celebrating student outcomes and benchmarking 
VCE assessment and curriculum are its core aims.

Now in its eighth year at Melbourne Museum, the Top 
Designs exhibition opens on 10 April showing work by 99 
Media, Technology and Visual Communication and Design 
students. The exhibition is open daily from 10 April to 29 
June.

A feature of Top Designs will be a large screen in 
the exhibition space providing a ‘behind the scenes’ look 
at exhibition development. Images of student applicants 
delivering their work, selection panels considering works 
and folios, design staff fi nalising the exhibition fl oor plan and 
graphic elements, and Systems Engineering students fi lming 
their working models in Merri Creek will be on display 
providing visitors with an insight into exhibition preparation 
and the design process.

Top Designs has always included screen-based information, 
including the short fi lms created by Media students and 
demonstrations of Systems Engineering projects. This year 
three Food and Technology students were fi lmed preparing 
delicious items from their selected menus. 

The Hon. Bronwyn Pike, MP, Minister for Education, 
launched the Season with the opening of Top Screen at the 
Australian Centre for the Moving Image on 4 March. Top 
Screen continues with screenings and education programs 
until 9 May. Two sessions of the ever popular panel discussion 
with the fi lmmakers and reviewers will be presented: 10 am 
18 March and 6 pm 18 April. VCE VET Multimedia works 
can be viewed on request. 

The Season poster was sent to schools early in Term 1. 
For all program and booking details visit:

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/seasonofexcellence.html
Rebecca Hayes, St Monica’s College, Epping. Stills from 
Rebecca’s animation Bus Stop. Top Screen and Top Designs.
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Important administrative dates
 Full details of dates appear in Supplement 1 to the October 2007 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET No. 53.

V = VASS critical date

 2008

 Friday 7 March Final day for:

  • notifying the VCAA of alterations to unit results, and initial school assessments 
for School-assessed Coursework and School-assessed Tasks for 2007. After 
this date a late fee will be charged

  • schools to lodge requests for new or combined examination centres in 2008 and 
requests for students to sit at centres other than the home school

  • schools to lodge written applications for Alternative Instruments and Alternative Works in Music Solo 
Performance, and Alternative Works in Music Group Performance

  • Schools to lodge the following applications:

   – supervisors for the 2008 GAT and VCE examinations

   – Special Examination Arrangements for June, October and November examinations.

 Friday 14 March Final day for students to lodge with a late fee, applications for Statements of Marks for 
2007 examinations.

 Thursday 20 March Final day for schools to lodge the following applications for examinations held in June:

  • approval of hiring fees for sites in the community used by two or more schools

  • earlier starting time

  • requests for students to sit examinations outside Victoria

  End of Term 1.

 Friday 4 April All 2007 examination scripts and raw assessment data held at the VCAA will be destroyed on this 
day.

 Monday 7 April Start of Term 2.

 Monday 14 April Final day for lodging entry forms for VCAA Plain English Speaking Award.

 Monday 21 April School Coursework Audit Notification (SCAN) identifying student coursework required for 
VCE Unit 3 and Unit 4 received in schools.

 Monday 28 April

 V ENROLMENT 2

  This data should contain 2008 VCE, VCAL and VET enrolment data that is known and available to 
schools.

  After this date, VASS will not allow schools to:

  • enter or withdraw enrolments for VCE Units 3 and 4 sequences

  • enter or withdraw enrolments for units of competence/modules for VCE VET scored 
Units 3 and 4 sequences

  • register IB students

  • enter returning Interrupted Studies students.

  Partnership details must be entered on VASS for VCE Unit 3 and VCE Units 3/4 coursework.

 Monday 5 May First-round invoices for full-fee-paying overseas students sent to schools.

 Week beginning Monday 12 May June examination centres available on VASS.

  Special Examination Arrangements available on VASS.
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CEO’s column

VCE Breach of Rules
We recently released information on the 
outcomes of the 2007 investigations into 
reported breaches of VCE Examination 
rules. The Age and Herald Sun reported 
on VCE students who had grades reduced for cheating in 
the 2007 examinations. It is pleasing that only seven cases 
appeared before our Review Committee. The Chair of the 
Board, Professor Peter McPhee expressed our satisfaction with 
the low rate of cheating. Nevertheless, we remain vigilant to 
ensure that our examinations are fair to all students. 

We were pleased with the sharp reduction in the number 
of students bringing mobile phones to the examination rooms. 
I thank schools for their cooperation in getting the message 
across. For obvious reasons, examination rules strictly 
prohibit mobile phones or other electronic devices such as 
MP3 players.

A student found with a mobile phone must be reported to 
the VCAA. Incidents where students are found to be carrying 
electronic devices usually create unnecessary stress at the start 
of the examination. This can, of course, affect concentration 
and possibly a student’s result.

I would ask teachers to continue to impress on this year’s 
VCE students at examination time that mobile phones do 
not belong in the examination room. The rules for VCE 
examinations are provided to students in the annual VCE Exams 
Navigator booklet, which will be made available very soon. 
We are working in an environment where many students carry 
phones as a matter of course. They need to make a conscious 
decision NOT to take their phone with them rather than the 
other way round.

VCE Season of Excellence
I hardly need to remind you that the VCE Season of Excellence 
is now underway. The events and programs provide excellent 
professional development and I encourage you to bring your 
students to one or more of these.

The fact that student work is being displayed or performed 
in the most prestigious cultural venues in the state represents 
a major commitment by our Season partners to the quality of 
the work. The National Gallery of Victoria, Australian Centre 
for the Moving Image, Melbourne Museum and the Victorian 
Arts Centre are providing magnifi cent venues for our young 
people and we thank them most sincerely.

Each year the VCAA invites teachers to consider applying 
to be VCE assessors. This year we are interested in seeking new 
assessors for a variety of studies. 

Involvement in examination assessment offers many 
professional benefi ts. New assessors gain fresh insights into 
the VCE examining process. 

It is also a great opportunity to network with other teachers 
in a particular study. Marking also helps teachers to learn more 
about good teaching and assessment practices. If you and your 
colleagues think that this might be an opportunity for you, call 
the VCAA Examinations Unit on (03) 9225 2349.

John Firth
Chief Executive Offi cer
March 2008
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Examinations

‘3 Examinations in 1 Day’ Policy 
Revision

At its December meeting the VCAA Board approved a 
change to the policy on students timetabled with three 

examinations in one day. Previously, such students were 
permitted to sit one of the examinations on the following 
morning. In order to maintain the integrity of the VCE 
examination process, students will now be required to sit all 
three examinations in one day. 

The VCAA will be happy to work with schools on fl exible 
starting times for such students in order to provide as much 
supervised rest time as possible between each examination. The 
VCAA will contact schools with ‘3 in 1’ examination candidates 
in April to discuss arrangements for these students. 

Notwithstanding this revision to the policy, existing 
approaches for students with Special Examination Arrangements 
will continue to apply. 

VCE Physics 
2008 examination
Currently, each VCE Physics examination consists of Section A 
containing two compulsory core areas of study and Section B 
from which students should respond to one Detailed Study 
chosen from three options. In each of the Detailed Studies about 
half the questions are multiple-choice and the remainder are 
short-response questions. From and including 2008, the number 
of multiple-choice questions in Section A will be reduced and 
Section B will consist entirely of multiple-choice questions. 

The weightings of each area of study will not change. In 
accordance with the current study design the marks allocated 
for each area of study are as follows. 

Area of Study Marks (%)

Examination 1 Motion in one and two 
dimensions

35–45

Electronics and Photonics 25–35

Unit 3 Detailed Study 25–35

Examination 2 Electric Power 35–45

Interactions of light and matter 25–35

Unit 4 Detailed Study 25–35

On each Detailed Study there will be 13 multiple-choice 
questions worth 2 marks each. The content of the questions 
will be very similar to those on previous examination papers. 
Section A on each examination will consist mainly of short-
response questions.

Students will answer the multiple-choice questions, in 
pencil, on a multiple-choice answer sheet. On this multiple-
choice answer sheet students will be required to identify the 
Detailed Study that their responses relate to. It will not be 
possible to submit answers for more than one Detailed Study. 
A copy of the multiple-choice answer sheet will be included in 
the examination advice material for both June and November. 

This advice will be available prior to the examinations on the 
VCAA website www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

VCE History – Renaissance Italy
2008 Examination
Section D of the examination paper covers Unit 4, Area of 
Study 2: Renaissance Venice and requires an analysis of a 
written and/or visual representation. Teachers should note 
that for the purpose of examinations from 2008 it has been 
determined that the written/and or visual representation will 
be drawn from within the period 1400 to 1600.

For further information please contact Mr Simon Phelan, 
Project Manager, Examinations:

Email: phelan.simon.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: (03) 9225 2360

VCE Latin
2008 Examination
Teachers of Latin should note that the end-of year-examination 
requires students to write their answers in English. Any Latin 
used should be written in parenthesis. 

Online examination feedback survey
Throughout November 2007, the VCAA conducted an online 
examination feedback survey, which was made available to all 
teachers of Units 3 and 4 VCE studies in Victoria. 

A summary of the responses to this survey is now available 
from the Latest News section of the VCAA website at www.
vcaa.vic.edu.au/ 

2008 LOTE Oral assessors
Details of requirements and training dates
Assessors for the 2008 LOTE oral examinations are required to 
attend a compulsory full-day training meeting as a prerequisite 
for assessing. Only those who receive notifi cation of their 
appointment as an assessor or an emergency assessor prior to 
the dates below are eligible to attend training meetings. 

Suitably qualifi ed people who would like to become LOTE 
assessors in 2008 are invited to apply online at www.ssms.
vic.edu.au

For assistance, contact the SSMS Help Desk on (03) 9225 
2305 or email: assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.
gov.au

All assessors will receive detailed information about 
the Training Meetings (including details about the dates and 
venues) with their letters of appointment. 

Date of Training Meeting: Saturday October 4
Languages: Albanian, Armenian, Bosnian, Croatian, Dutch, 

Filipino, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Khmer, Macedonian, 
Maltese, Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, 
Russian, Serbian, Sinhala, Swedish, Tamil, Turkish, Ukrainian, 
Yiddish, Arabic, Chinese Second Language, Chinese Second 
Language Advanced, French, German, Greek, Indonesian 
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Second Language, Japanese Second Language, Italian, Korean 
Second Language, Spanish, Vietnamese

Date of Training Meeting: Sunday October 5
Languages: Chinese First Language, Indonesian First 

Language, Japanese First Language, Korean First Language

LOTE Oral examinations
Use of electronic devices
Teachers and students are advised that electronic devices are 
not permitted in any LOTE oral examination. This regulation 
applies to an object taken into the examination to support 
the Discussion (Section 2) as well as the use of Microsoft 
PowerPoint presentations.

All enquiries about the regulation should be addressed to 
the VCE Examinations Unit: 

Jennie Oldfi eld (03) 9225 2354; email oldfi eld.jennie.o@
edumail.vic.gov.au

Joanne Reidy (03) 9225 2353; email reidy.joanne.m@
edumail.vic.gov.au

Student Records and 
Results

Small Group Moderation – 
Partnerships 2008

One of the most important reasons for the small group 
partnership process is to ensure the best possible outcomes 

for students. Schools with moderation groups comprising 
fewer than fi ve students are required to form partnerships with 
other schools of their own choosing at the beginning of each 
school year.

Please refer to pages 45, 46, 47 and 143, 144 of the VCE and 
VCAL Administrative Handbook 2008 for important advice and 
procedural instructions regarding the formation of partnerships 
and the ongoing management of partnerships. Teachers need 
to take careful note of section 4.6.1 Best practice and section 
12.2.1 Formation of small group partnerships.

Schools that form partnerships for Unit 3 Coursework 
and for Unit3/4 Coursework must enter the details directly 
onto VASS by Monday 28 April 2008. Partnerships cannot 
be entered directly onto VASS after this date.  Requests for 
exemptions will still be required to be submitted in writing to 
the Students Records and Results Unit and must be endorsed 
by the Principal. Exemption requests can be accepted up until 
31 October 2008.

Partnerships cannot be considered as ‘valid’ by the VCAA 
unless all schools in the partnership group have ‘approved’ their 
involvement on VASS; in addition, the statistical moderation 
process cannot run for those partnerships where one or more 
school exists on VASS with the status ‘unapproved’.

When a partnership should be dissolved
If a teacher in a partnership is not satisfi ed that there is enough 
collegiality between the partners schools, or feels that the 
partnership is not working satisfactorily, then it is best for the 
students concerned that the partnership is dissolved. Examples 
of circumstances that give rise to an unsatisfactory partnership 
include:

regular and suffi cient communication is not maintained
teachers do not agree on the following issues:

standard of tasks to be set cannot be agreed upon or a 
compromise met
standard of assessment cannot be agreed to
outcomes of cross marking cannot be agreed upon or a 
compromise met
level and spread of student coursework scores cannot 
be agreed to

a teacher may feel pressured to agree to assessments they 
don’t believe best refl ect the students ability

How to dissolve a partnership
If a partnership is not working satisfactorily and both teachers 
have tried to reach a resolution then the partnership can be 
dissolved. Requests for dissolution of a partnership must be 
submitted in writing and endorsed by the principal of each 
school involved. These requests are to be addressed to the 
Manager, Student Records and Results and must list the reason/s 
for the request. The VCAA will then remove the partnership 
from the database and award an exemption where necessary, i.e. 
for the school with less than fi ve enrolments. Alternatively, the 
‘small school’ can form a partnership with another school.

Payments for 2007 partnerships
The allocated funding for all schools with valid partnerships 
in 2007 was credited to school bank accounts in the week 
beginning Monday 18 February 2008. The funding for 
partnerships formed for 2008 will be allocated to schools in 
February 2009.

•
•

–

–
–

–

•

Important steps for formation of partnerships
Contact another school to a form small group partnership. 
Inform your VCE Coordinator of the partnership 
status.
Complete the partnership agreement and seek the 
signature from both principals of the schools involved 
in the partnership. File your copy of the agreement at 
your school; do NOT send it into the VCAA. 
A copy of the 2008 partnership agreement can be found 
on page 13 of the December 2007 VCAA Bulletin 
VCE, VCAL and VET No. 55; it is also available as a 
download from VASS or can be downloaded from the 
VCAA website from the following link:
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/statisticalmoderation/
partnerships.html 
Ask your VCE Coordinator to enter the partnership 
details onto the VASS system.
Ask your VCE Coordinator to ensure the ‘approval’ 
button has been ‘ticked’ for all partnerships entered 
onto VASS.

•

•

•

•

•
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Contacts
Any enquiries regarding Partnerships should be directed to:
Student Records and Results Unit
Phone: (03) 9651 4402
Fax: (03) 9651 4470
Email: student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au

Full-fee-paying overseas students
First round invoices for full-fee-paying overseas students in 
2008 will be run on Monday 5 May 2008. Schools will receive 
the invoices for their respective full-fee-paying students within 
a few days of this date. Payment is due at the VCAA by Friday 
18 July 2008.

To assist schools in their management of distribution of 
invoices, collection of fees and payment to the VCAA in 2008, 
the VCAA has published a list of relevant dates as outlined 
below and on page 62 of the VCE and VCAL Administrative 
Handbook 2008. If your school has full-fee-paying overseas 
students enrolled in VCE units and has not received invoices 
please advise the VCAA immediately.

Please endeavour to distribute invoices to students promptly 
to allow suffi cient time for payments to be collected by the 
relevant due date.

Invoice Dates Payment due at VCAA

Round 1 Tues 4 May 2008 Fri 18 July 2008

Round 2 Wed 4 Aug 2008 Fri 12 Sept 2008

Round 3 Mon 15 Sept 2008 Fri 17 Oct 2008

Round 4 Mon 27 Oct 2008 Fri 28 Nov 2008

For information regarding the identification of 
full-fee-paying overseas Students refer to the VCE and VCAL 
Administrative Handbook 2008 Section 5.9 on page 61.

Enquiries may be directed to Student Records and Results 
Unit on (03) 9651 4660.

VCE Implementation

VCE Physics
VCE Implementation support program 

Professional development workshops to support the 
implementation of the newly accredited VCE Physics 

study design are to be conducted by the Australian Institute 
of Physics (Vic Branch) Education Committee (AIP) and the 
Science Teachers Association of Victoria (STAV) in partnership 
with the VCAA. 

The purposes of the workshops are to: 
acquaint teachers with the changes to the study design 
and
provide advice on course planning and assessment using 
examples.

•

•

There will be 14 workshops across metropolitan and 
regional Victoria. They will be held in the weeks beginning 19 
May, 26 May and 16 June. The metropolitan workshops will 
run from 4.30 until 6.30 pm, while the regional workshops will 
run from 3.30 until 5.30 pm. 

There is no cost to teachers for this program.
Further details will be provided in the April 2008 VCAA 

Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET No. 58 and on the AIP website: 
www.vicphysics.org/events/index.html

Distribution of the accredited 2009 VCE Physics 
study design 
Distribution of the newly accredited VCE Physics Study Design 
to be implemented in 2009 has been completed. Schools 
should have received suffi cient copies according to total VCE 
enrolments. 

An electronic version of the Physics study design will be 
available from 2009. 

Enquiries about distribution of the study designs can be 
directed to Sue Horak, Curriculum Branch, (03) 9651 4489 or 
email: horak.sue.m@edumail.vic.gov.au

VCE Classical Societies and Cultures, 
Drama, Texts and Traditions and 
Theatre Studies 
Call for expressions of interest for Text Advisory 
Panels
Applications for VCE Classical Societies and Cultures, Texts 
and Traditions Text Advisory Panels and the Drama, and 
Theatre Studies Playlist Advisory Panel are now being taken 
through the VCAA Sessional Staff Management System.

Information about the VCAA principles, procedures 
and guidelines for VCE Text Selection was published in 
Supplement 1 to the March 2004 VCAA Bulletin.

Panel members may be teaching Units 3 and 4 of the study 
and will be appointed by early May. 

For the further information please contact:
Drama and Theatre Studies Helen Champion (03) 9651 

4668 or email champion.helen.h@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Texts and Traditions Monica Bini (03) 9651 4575 or email 

bini.monica.m @edumail.vic.gov.au 
Classical Societies and Cultures Pat Hincks (03) 9651 4439 

or email hincks.patricia.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Closing date for applications is 8 April. 
Those wishing to lodge an application should go to the 

SSMS website: www.ssms.vic.edu.au 
For enquiries concerning SSMS contact the Helpdesk on 

(03) 9225 2305 or email assessment.administration.vcaa@
edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Prep to Year 12 Science curriculum 
contacts
For curriculum enquiries related to VCE Biology, please 
contact Anne Semple, Project Manager Science, telephone 
(03) 9651 4512 or email <semple.anne.m@edumail.vic.gov.
au>. Enquiries related to VCE Chemistry, VCE Environmental 
Science, VCE Physics, VCE Psychology and P–10 Science 
should be directed to Maria James, Curriculum Manager 
Science, telephone (03) 9651 4655 or email james.maria.m@
edumail.vic.gov.au

VCE VET

VCE VET Financial Services update

The Victorian Purchasing Guide for the Financial Services 
Training Guide Version 2, published August 2007, advises 

that there have been some minor changes to FNS30104 
Certifi cate III in Financial Services. The changes are due to 
the inclusion of employability skills into units of competence. 
This has resulted in unit code changes from ‘A’ to ‘B’ and 
the qualifi cation code is now FNS30107 as a result of these 
changes.

Qualifi cation and unit codes will be amended on VASS and 
the revised program structure for VCE VET Financial Services 
is now available at this link:

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/fi nance/publications/
revisedfi nserv.pdf 

All enrolments in 2008 must be in FNS30107.

VCE VET Dance
Erratum
In the new 21764VIC Certifi cate II in Dance CUEIND01B 
Source and apply entertainment industry knowledge has 
a nominal hour duration of 10 hours, not 15 hours as 
published. 

The Unit 3–4 sequence is now 210 hours and the program 
total is 395 hours.

VCE VET Building
Details of the revised VCE VET Building program are contained 
in Memorandum 109/2007, sent to schools in December 2007. 
The revised program booklet will be sent to schools shortly.

Enrolments are open on VASS and all new enrolments are 
required to be entered into the revised program, 21844VIC. 
Continuing students are to enrol into the old qualifi cation 
(21393VIC) in order to complete the VCE VET program.

VCE VET Scored Assessment 
Coursework Audit
Thank you to all home school staff who have assisted in the 
coursework audit process. The audit is integral to the ongoing 
monitoring and quality assurance processes of the VCAA. The 
coursework audit also helps provide feedback to the VCAA 
on the implementation of School-assessed Coursework. The 
audit also identifi es best practice examples for possible use in 
professional development activities.

The audit is almost complete and home schools are being 
notifi ed progressively of the outcomes. Where the audit panels 
have identifi ed concerns with the coursework tasks schools are 
advised of this. Support for schools is provided through direct 
feedback to the teachers/trainers of the VCE VET program. 
Teachers /trainers are also encouraged to attend the Scored 
Assessment workshops in February and March.

VCE VET Scored Assessment 
Workshops
All assessors of VCE VET programs are invited to attend the 
workshops to be held at Moonee Valley racecourse in February 
and March.

Please refer to Memorandum 10/2008 for program and 
registration details.

Sessional Staff 
Applications

Sessional Staff applications are taken on the Sessional Staff 
Management System (SSMS) website which can be found 

at: www.ssms.vic.edu.au
Opportunities are advertised as they arise and publicised 

in the VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET.
To see what jobs are available go to the SSMS website and 

check out the bulletin board and/or select the link ‘Currently 
available positions’. If a particular job is not listed, it means 
that applications have closed.

Applications are currently being taken for:

2008 National Assessment Program [applications 
close 10 March]

Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 Writing Test
This is the last opportunity to be part of the new process in 
2008, to provide training in the marking of Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
writing, experience in applying national criteria to state-wide 
student responses and insight into the varied approaches applied 
by students to extended writing tasks. All writing scripts are 
marked online and a basic level of computer profi ciency from 
markers is expected.
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We expect a signifi cant increase on our previous number 
of AIM markers as the four tests are all being marked at the 
same time. We would actively encourage new people especially 
primary teachers to apply.

Persons interested in marking must register on the SSMS 
website as only electronic applications will be processed. 
Markers may not work concurrently on other large-scale 
marking projects during the 2008 marking period (Sunday 18 
May to Friday 6 June).

2008 VCE Examinations (End of year, LOTE Orals, 
Arts Performance)
Practising teachers are strongly encouraged to consider the 
excellent professional development opportunity afforded 
by examination assessing (all examinations are open for 
applications and applicants can check the SSMS website for 
updates).

Note that assessor training dates will be published in the 
VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET and also sent by email 
to all applicants.

2008 General Achievement Test (GAT) (online)
This year the GAT is moving to online marking. This exciting 
initiative will have people assessing scripts online where 

assessors can choose to mark from home or work online at 
a central marking location. Non-metropolitan teachers are 
encouraged to apply. People interested in this opportunity 
should apply on the SSMS website.

2008 School Assessment (Coursework audit, 
Visitation reviewers)
Positions available in School Assessment include reviewing 
(for the visitation studies) and the coursework audit panel. 
Reviewing involves active participation at a training session 
conducted by the State Reviewer and visiting schools to remark 
student work.

SSMS
SSMS is maintained by Assessment Services and Resources 
staff and all enquiries should be directed as follows:
Implementation/development
Marlwood Ryder
Telephone: (03) 9225 2302
Email: ryder.marlwood.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
SSMS Helpdesk: Technical/access issues
Telephone: (03) 9225 2305
Email: assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

VCE Chemistry 
Units 3 and 4
To assist teachers to select and plan suitable assessment tasks 
to satisfy School-assessed Coursework requirements, the 
following clarifi cation is provided. 

Unit 3 
There are three assessment tasks required. 

One assessment task is the extended experimental 
investigation that is drawn from one area of study – either Area 
of Study 1 or Area of Study 2. This task is worth 50 marks.

The two other assessment tasks are drawn from the area of 
study NOT used for the extended experimental investigation. 
The two other assessment tasks are the written report of a 
practical activity, and one other task (selected from a response to 
stimulus material in written, oral or visual format; or an analysis 
of fi rst- or second-hand data using structured questions; or a 
report in written, oral, multimedia or visual format related to 
chemical pathways). Each of the two tasks is worth 25 marks. 
(Refer page 23 of the study design.)

Unit 4
There are three assessment tasks required. 

One assessment task is a summary report including 
annotations of three practical activities that is drawn from one 
area of study – either Area of Study 1 or Area of Study 2. This 
task is worth 50 marks.

The two other assessment tasks are drawn from the area 
of study NOT used for the summary report. The two other 
assessment tasks are the written report of a practical activity, 

and one other task (selected from a response to stimulus 
material in written, oral or visual format; or an analysis of fi rst 
or second-hand data using structured questions; or a report in 
written, oral, multimedia or visual format related to chemistry at 
work). Each of the two tasks is worth 25 marks. (Refer page 28 
of the study design.)

VCE Dance

Prescribed list of solo works for Unit 3 

Teachers should note that the solo in Cry by Alvin Ailey 
is for a female dancer, not a male dancer as described on 

page 6 of the December 2007 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL 
and VET No. 55.

VCE Music 

Solo performance
Consultation meeting 
The VCAA is conducting a consultation meeting on the 
proposed VCE Music Solo performance, Prescribed list of 
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notated solo works for Voice – Contemporary popular for 
implementation from 2009.

The meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 April at the 
VCAA, 41 St Andrews Place, East Melbourne commencing 
at 5.30 pm.

The meeting will discuss the proposed introduction and 
the list of works for Voice – Contemporary popular to be used 
from 2009. A draft of the proposed list will be placed on the 
VCAA website prior to the meeting. 

For registration details please contact Soula H’Antoniou 
via email: hantoniou.soula.s@edumail.vic.gov.au

Enquiries can be directed to Helen Champion on (03) 
9651 4668. 

VCE Physics

Study Design 2009–2012 erratum
Teachers are advised that:

On page 27, Unit 3: The second sentence in the second 1.	
paragraph should not refer to ‘at least two independent, 
continuous variables’.

The sentence should read: They design and carry out an 
extended practical investigation.  

On page 37, Unit 4, Area of Study 1, Electric power, the 2.	
second dot point is incomplete.
The dot point should read:

calculate magnitudes, including determining the •	
directions of, and magnetic forces on, current 
carrying wires, using F = nIℓB where the directions 
of I and B are either perpendicular or parallel to 
each other;

On page 40, Unit 4 Area of Study 3, Detailed Study 3.1: 3.	
Synchrotron and its applications, the equation at the end 
of sixth dot point in the Key Knowledge is incorrect and 
should be qvB = mv2/r. 
The dot point should read:

calculate the radius of the path followed by a low-•	
velocity electron in a magnetic field, qvB = mv2/r.

On page 31, Unit 3, Detailed study 3.1: Einstein’s special 4.	
relativity, the equation in the last dot point is incorrect and 
should be m = moγ.
The dot point should read:

explain the impossibility of motion faster than •	
light in terms of relativistic mass m = moγ at speeds 
approaching c.

VCAL update

VCAL Hands-on graphic

The VCAL hands-on graphic (see right) is 
protected by copyright legislation. Any 

provider who wishes to use the graphic to 
promote the Victorian Certificate of Applied 
Learning will need to contact the VCAA Copyright Officer. 
For further copyright information refer to the VCAA website 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 

Use of the names Victorian Certificate 
of Applied Learning and VCAL
The VCAA will not allow the use of the Victorian Certificate 
of Applied Learning or the expression VCAL in any manner 
which would: 

lead or be likely to lead to a belief that there was some •	
association or affiliation with or sponsorship or approval 
by VCAA of the particular bodies or publications making 
use of such name or expressions
constitute a breach of the rights of the VCAA in its name •	
and those expressions. 

Any organisation wishing to include in their publications or 
advertising, produced for the purpose of profit or sale, reference 
to the expression Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
or the expression VCAL must seek in writing prior written 
permission from the VCAA. 

VCAL Quality Assurance
Memorandum 2/2008 VCAL Quality Assurance was forwarded 
to all VCAL providers on 30 January, 2008. The memorandum 
contains important information on the VCAL quality assurance 
process. In particular, the VCAA wishes to bring to the attention 
of all VCAL providers the following information reproduced 
from the memorandum.

1.	 In addition to completing the relevant Sample Assessment 
Task Template/s all providers who will be involved in the 
VCAL QA process in 2008 are asked to send an email to 
their VCAL Liaison Teacher giving the following details:
provider name•	
VCAL Coordinator name •	
contact details – telephone number and email address•	
VCAL level (Foundation, Intermediate, Senior) and the unit •	
(Unit 1 or 2) to be submitted for quality assurance
are you a new provider in 2008?•	

The above information should be forwarded to the VCAL 
Liaison Teacher before the end of February 2008.

Schools that are involved in a community VCAL program 
must also ensure that the above information is forwarded to the 
VCAL Liaison Teacher for each community provider.
2.	 The Sample Assessment Task Templates must be 

completed and returned to the VCAL Liaison Teacher 
in your Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development region by 18 April 2008.

Information on the VCAL quality assurance process can 
be found on the VCAA website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcal/
index.html
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Certifi cate of General Education for Adults
The Victorian Registration and Qualifi cations Authority has accredited the Certifi cate in General Education for Adults (CGEA) 
for fi ve years from 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2011.
The following tables provide advice on the alignment of the newly accredited CGEA to the VCAL.

Guide for the alignment of Certifi cate in General Education for Adults to the VCAL

21772VIC Certifi cate I Certifi cate in General Education for Adults (CGEA)
CGEA Modules Contribution to VCAL 

Strand#
Comment

Core Skills – Reading Literacy One hundred nominal hours from the Reading (Core Skills) UoC/
M* and the Reading (Special Interest Electives** UoC/M) will 
contribute one credit towards a student’s VCAL program.  

Core Skills – Writing Literacy One hundred nominal hours from the Writing (Core Skills) UoC/M 
and the Writing (Special Interest Electives** UoC/M) will contribute 
one credit towards a student’s VCAL program.

Core Skills – Numeracy and 
Mathematics 

Numeracy One hundred nominal hours from the Numeracy and Mathematics 
(Core Skills) UoC/M will contribute one credit towards a student’s 
VCAL program.

Special Interest Electives – Numeracy 
and Mathematics 

Numeracy One hundred nominal hours from the Numeracy and Mathematics 
(Special Interest Electives) UoC/M will contribute one credit 
towards a student’s VCAL program.

Special Interest Electives – Oral 
Communication Skills (Special Interest 
Electives

There are insuffi cient hours in the Oral Communication (Special 
Interest Electives) to contribute a credit to a student’s VCAL 
program.

Special Interest Electives – Work 
Related Units 

Work Related Skills One hundred nominal hours from the Work Related units UoC/M 
(Special Interest Electives) will contribute one credit towards a 
student’s VCAL program.

Other Certifi cate 1 CGEA units The strand to which the curriculum aligns will depend on the focus 
of the curriculum.

* UoC/M = Unit of competence/module **  Special Interest Electives include units not selected from the relevant bank of core Reading 
and Writing units

Comments:

Certifi cate I CGEA Entry and Introductory do not contribute to a VCAL learning program.

Providers can also package UoC/M to achieve VCAL credits, e.g. the core Reading and Writing UoC/M plus core Numeracy and Mathematics 
UoC/M will contribute two credits towards a student’s VCAL learning program. To determine VCAL eligibility providers must run the 
eligibility function in the Victorian Assessment Software System (VASS)

# It is expected that 21772VIC Certifi cate I CGEA UoC/M would contribute to a VCAL learning program at Foundation level

To meet the Literacy eligibility requirement for VCAL, students will need to successfully complete a minimum of 50 hours each in both 
Reading and Writing UoC/M in the Certifi cate I CGEA.

To meet the Numeracy eligibility requirement for VCAL, students must complete 100 nominal hours from the Numeracy and Mathematics 
UoC/M

Students must successfully complete the entire UoC/M. VASS will not allow partial completion of a UoC/M to be recorded as part of a 
student’s VCAL program.

Guide for the alignment of Certifi cate in General Education for Adults to the VCAL

21773VICCertifi cate II Certifi cate in General Education for Adults (CGEA)
CGEA Modules VCAL Strands# Comment

Core Skills – Reading Literacy Two Reading (Core Skills) UoC/M* plus two UoC/M from Reading 
(Special Interest Electives**) will contribute one credit towards a 
student’s VCAL program.

Core Skills – Writing Literacy Two Writing (Core Skills) UoC/M plus two UoC/M from Writing 
(Special Interest Electives**) will contribute one credit towards a 
student’s VCAL program.

Core Skills – Numeracy and 
Mathematics 

Numeracy Two Numeracy and Mathematics (Core Skills) UoC/M will 
contribute one credit towards a student’s VCAL program.

•
•

•
•

•

•
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VCE Studies
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Deletions
VCE Philosophy: implementation resource kit, workshop 

materials and assessment support materials



INDEX

VCAA BULLETIN VCE, VCAL and VET MARCH 2008   17

March 2007 to February 2008
The detailed contents for this VCAA Bulletin are on the front cover. This index records items in all issues from March 2007 to 
February 2008. Index items are followed by issue number and page number. Index to supplements appears on the next page.

A
Amendments to VCE International 

Politics Study Design and VCE 
Physical Education Study Design  
45 (liftout)

Art  49–6
Arts  46–8
Assessor payment  51–8
Assessor training  52–6

B
Biology

FAQs  47–8

C
CEO’s column  56–4, 55–4, 

54–4, 53–3,52–3, 51–
3, 49–3, 48–3,
47–3, 46–3

Chemistry  56–10, 55–6, 49–6,
47–9, 44–8
FAQs  52–7–8, 47–8

Chinese Second Language and Chi-
nese Second Language Advanced  
56–10, 55–6
Study Design erratum  53–8

Classical Societies and Cultures  
49–6
Prescribed texts 

2008  52–8
Cunningham Dax Collection  

50–3,  12

D
Dance  49–6

Erratum  47–9
Prescribed list for 2008  55–7–8
Study design erratum 46–8
Units 3 and 4 Prescribed list for 

2008  54–8
Drama and Theatre Studies  

55–8, 49–6
2008 Playlist  56 (liftout)

E
English FAQs  52–9
English/English as a Second Lan-

guage  56–11, 51–9,
45–8, 44–9–10
Study design erratum  

50–5, 47–10, 46–8
English Language

Study design erratum  56–11
Examinations 

Accounting  51–4
Advice: October/November 

2007 written examinations  
52–4

Auslan examination date  47–4

Chinese Second Language and 
Second Language Advanced  
56–8

Classical Greek and Classical 
Hebrew  47–4

Dictionaries in LOTE written 
examinations  46–5

Drama  52–4
English/English as a Second Lan-

guage (ESL)  55–8, 48–4
Examination shell for Victorian 

Second Languages  49–4
Irregularities  48–4
June Examination and GAT advice  

48–4
LOTE 

Examinations – audio compo-
nent  56–8
Oral examinations: use of 
electronic devices  47–4

Mathematics examinations: use of 
bound references  47–4

Music Solo and Group Perform-
ance alternative instruments 
and works  56–8

Philosophy  56–8
Sample examinations  47–5
Systems Engineering sample 

examination  53–5
2007 Music and Dance perform-

ance examinations: assessor 
training  47–5

2007 Drama and Theatre Studies 
performance examinations: 
assessor training  47–5

2007 LOTE Oral assessor require-
ments and training schedules  
47–4

2008 VCE Examination timetables  
56 (liftout),  55–6

‘3 in 1’ Examination Policy Update  
56–8
Use of technology in VCE 

Mathematics examinations 
2008  53–4

Visual Communication and 
Design  49–4

F
Food and Technology assessment 

sheet comment  53–8

H
Health and Human Development  

56–11, 54–8, 47–6, 46–8

I
Information Technology Applications  

56–11
International Politics  56–11

International Projects  51–4

L
Literature

Assessment Handbook  47–10
Examination assessment descrip-

tors 47–10
List B Text  49–7, 46–8,

LOTE Errata: Punjabi and Yiddish 
study designs  48–7

M
Mathematics

Errata  48–7
Further Maths Units 3 and 4  

47–10–12
Implementation advice  46–9
Sample General Mathematics 

Units 1 and 2 course  54–8–9
Margaret Schofi eld Memorial 

Scholarship  52 (liftout), 
47–1

Music  56–12, 49–7
Prescribed list of arrangements 

erratum  47–12
Solo performance  

55–8–11, 54–9, 49–7–8

N
National Writing Test  53–7
Notices  56–14, 55–12, 54–12,

52–11, 51–10, 50–6,
49–9, 48–8, 47–13,
46–13

O
Outdoor and Environmental Studies  

56–13

P
Philosophy  55–9

Assessment handbook  55–9
prescribed texts 

2008  50–5, 48–7
Physics  55–8, 49–4, 10
Physical Education  56–13
Plain English Speaking Award  51–1

S
Season of Excellence 

2007  54–1, 48–1, 16 46–1, 
15–17, 24

2008  54–13, 52–1, 11
forms  52–15–17, 
51–11–18

DVD order form  52–19
People’s Choice  53–1
VCE Dance, Drama, Music Per-

formance and Theatre Studies  
56–9, 15–17

VCE Media and VCE VET Multi-
media  56–9

Sessional Staff Applications  
55–5–6, 54–7

Sessional Staff Management System 
(SSMS)  53–7, 52–5, 51–7,
50–4, 49–5

Student Records and Results
Address validation  52–4
Extension studies  46–6,

and ENTER increment  47–6
Full-fee-paying overseas student 

invoices
2007  51–6, 46–7

Importance of students sitting the 
GAT  47–6

Reporting anomalous examination 
grade marking  50–4

Second Language Applications 
2008  51–5–6

SIAR 1 – Studio Art SAT  49–4
SIAR 3 due date  46–7
Small Group Moderation Partner-

ships
2008  55–5, 13
2007  55–4, 51–5,
46–6, 14

Statistical Moderation  56–5
Student address change  54–4
Student eligibility for both VCE 

and VCAL  54–4
VCAL Certifi cation at mid year  

48–4–5
VCE and VCAL Administrative 

Handbook 
2007  47–6, 14 46–6–7
2008  53–6

VCE Statement of Marks  50–4
VCE VET Scored sequences and 

the GAT  46–7

T
Technology  49–8
Temporary staff changes  47–7
Texts and Traditions Prescribed text 

list 2008  55–11
Theatre Studies  47–12

Study design erratum  46–9

V
VCAA Calendars 

2008  55–15
VCAA Plain English Speaking Award  

52–24, 50–1, 47–13, 15
VCAL

Achievement Awards
2007  49–1, 16, 
Certifi cate of General Educa-
tion for Adults  46–10–12



INDEX

18   VCAA BULLETIN VCE, VCAL and VET MARCH 2008

New providers 2008  51–9
OnTrack data 2006  52–10
Review of the VCAL Literacy and 

Numeracy Skills Units 2007  
53–9, 47–13

Quality Assurance  47–13, 
46–10

Themed VCAL 2008  53–9
Update  56–14, 53–9, 52–

10, 51–9, 
47–13, 46–10–12

Resources  56–14
VCE Achiever  56–1, 23, 55–1, 19, 

54–19, 53–15 52–23,
51–23, 50–11, 49–15,
48–15, 47–19, 46–23

VCE and VCAL Administrative Hand-
book 2008 Errata  56–4

VCE Data Service  56–7, 19
VCE Implementation

Assessment Handbooks 2008  
51–4

CAS in Mathematics VELS 
Level 6  50–3

VCE English/ESL briefi ngs  51–4
VCE English/ESL and Literature 

Text Advisory Panels  51–4
VCE Implementation support 

program  46–4
VCE Information Technology  

53–5, 10–11
VCE Physics  49–4
VCE Professional Development

Chemistry workshops  46–4
English/English as a Second 
Language  48–5

VCE Texts and Traditions Text 
Advisory Panel  51–4

VCE Reaccreditation
Accreditation periods for VCE 

studies  56–5, 55–4, 20
VCE Results and ENTER Service

2007  52 (liftout)
VCE Review

Chemistry teachers placement in 
technology  53–6

Classical Societies and Cultures 
reaccreditation  53–6

Economics reaccreditation  53–6
Extension of accreditation periods  

54–4
Mathematics Review 2009  

54–5–6
Physics  52–5, 50–3,

49–4, 10, 47–7
Psychology  54–6
Review of studies

2008 VCE study designs  
56–4, 6,
2008  54–4

Study Review Panels – Expression 
of Interest  54–4–5, 10–11

Texts and Traditions  52–5, 
51–6

VCE VET
Building and Construction  

55–5, 54–6
Certifi cate IV in Training and As-

sessment  48–6
Coursework audit 2007 49–4–5
Dance  51–7, 47–7
Engineering Week  50–4
Equine Industry  53–5
Food Processing (Wine)  50–4
Frequently asked questions  45–6
Furnishing program  53–5

Book erratum  50–4
Information Technology  

52–5, 48–6

Index to supplements

Bulletin No. 46
1. Important Administrative Dates

2. Scored assessment
3. VCE studies accredited 1 January 2008: Summary of changes

Bulletin No. 47
1. VCE 2007 Drama and Theatre Studies performance examinations

Bulletin No. 52
1. Exam Issue 2007 – Online

VCE Examination advice: October/November written examinations
(online only as seperate study specifi c PDFs)

Bulletin No. 56
1. 2008 Administrative advice for school assessment

2. 2008 VCE Music: Group performance: Units 3 and 4 
Prescribed list of arrangements

3. VCE English/ESL Text list 2008–2009
VCE Literature Text list 2009

COPY DEADLINES FOR 2008

Issue No. and Month Date of publication Copy deadline

No. 58 April Monday 14 April Wednesday 26 March

No. 59 May Monday 12 May Wednesday 23 April 

No. 60 June Tuesday 10 June Wednesday 21 May

No. 61 July Monday 14 July Wednesday 25 June 

No. 62 August Monday 11 August Wednesday 23 July 

No. 63 September Monday 8 September Wednesday 20 August 

No. 64 October Monday 6 October Wednesday 17 September

No. 65 November Monday 10 November Wednesday 22 October

No. 66 December Monday 8 December Wednesday 19 November 

Program revision  2007  44–7
Program update 2008  56–6
Scored assessment  55–5
Sport and Recreation Training 

Packages 48–6
State Reviewers 

2008  54–6
Victorian accredited curriculum 

documents  47–7

W
Where to Now?

evaluation  51–24



VCE

ACHIEVER

VCAA BULLETIN VCE, VCAL and VET MARCH 2008   19

VCE Achiever

2008 VCE Achiever Award
The VCAA invites schools to nominate students for the VCE Achiever Award in 2008.

This Award recognises VCE students who show leadership potential in their school 
community. The type of student who should be nominated is the one who also participates in 
activities such as the arts, sport, environmental protection, aged care, hospitality, local council 
initiatives, fundraising or public speaking and who is committed to making a difference.

The VCAA accepts nominations from government, Catholic and independent schools and 
mature age students are also encouraged to apply.

One student is selected each month between March and October and at the end of the year 
one of them is selected as an overall achiever. At a ceremony held in early December, all the 
students are presented with certifi cates and trophies and the overall achiever also 
receives a notebook computer 
donated by Lenovo Australia 
and New Zealand Ltd. 

Each monthly achiever 
is profi led in the Herald Sun 
(Learn section) and in the 
VCAA Bulletin. They also 
receive a three-month Herald 
Sun subscription.

If you have a student at 
your school who would be a 
worthy nominee, please go to our 
website <www.vcaa.vic.edu.au> 
and complete the application form 
which can be found under Awards 
and Excellence/VCE Achiever 
Award. Send in the application 
by the last week of the month 
preceding the one for which you are 
applying.

We look forward to your 
nomination and if you need 
more information please contact 
Information Services at the VCAA 
on (03) 9651 4544 or 1800 134 197 
or information.services.vcaa@
edumail.vic.gov.au
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