The Children's Garden project - Transcript

The Ian Potter Foundation Children's Garden is a magical place for families to discover the world of plants. 

It’s a place where children can dig, build, imagine, create, hide... come and explore!

Additionally, the Children’s Garden is an interactive educational environment in which children of all ages, backgrounds, physical abilities and cultures can play, explore and discover the natural world.

The Children’s Garden features plants, water, structures and pathways that reflect Melbourne's changing seasons. The garden has been designed to intrigue, teach and excite children from a very young age about the importance of conservation and the environment.

The Children’s Garden is scaled for children to create a sense of ownership, leading to care and increased responsibility for the environment.  It’s accessible for wheelchairs, visitors with walking frames and families with prams.

Located close to the Visitor Centre at the Royal Botanic Gardens, the Children’s Garden provides the perfect setting for families to learn together about the magical plant kingdom.

It’s the perfect place for children who love getting their hands dirty in the garden. There’s lots of fun places to explore including the Ruin Garden, the Meeting Place (which has a water feature that sprays up out of the ground in summer!), a Wetland Area, Bamboo Forest, The Gorge, Plant Tunnels,  the Kitchen Garden (full of yummy vegetables!) and The Rill (a gentle waterway that runs through the Garden).

We offer a range of educational experiences for early childhood groups.  Our educational programs integrate adult-led learning, guided play and learning and child-directed play and learning.

Experiences are interactive with opportunities for participation in discovery and investigation.  Children explore the Gardens through the medium of music, gardening, drama and storytelling.

These kindergarten children today are participating in the ‘Garden of Rhythm and Rhyme’.  This program is an exploration of those connections between music, sound and plants including responses to the landscapes through movement and music-making, and an exploration of plants as instruments and the rhymes inspired by them.

The Kitchen Garden is a place where children can immerse themselves in the world of food plants.  They explore a variety of fruit, vegetables and herbs – from the familiar to the unusual.  Vegetables and herbs are a focus and the children get their hands dirt and discover the joys of gardening, as they get involved in digging and composting, while immersing themselves in imaginative play. Within the activities, children are supported to work together as a team.

All educational programs run for one and three-quarter hours providing time for an interactive connection with the variety of micro-environments within the garden.  This time encourages children to explore and delight in the resources and the environment of the gardens, as well as engage in creative activities using natural resources.  We encourage children to persist in their activities and achieve a sense of accomplishment about their creations.

Every aspect of The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden has been designed to promote the fun and enjoyment of gardening, to nurture that link between children and the earth, and the extraordinary plant kingdom.

A visit to the Royal Botanic Gardens is an ideal excursion for early childhood groups and well recognized as an enjoyable, hands-on excursion that meets the needs of young children.  This experience immerses children in the wonderful sensory and imaginary world of plants while looking at the important role that plants play in their lives.  The early years of life are foundational to the formation of environmental attitudes.  If an appreciation and love for the natural environment is developed in childhood, it will be a lasting one.
