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Appendix 1: NAPLAN 2009 Question Details
The following tables present for each question a short description of the question, the correct answer and the curriculum area assessed as well as a description of the 
skill assessed. Letters denoting a correct response (A, B, C, D, E) relate to the first, second, third, fourth and fifth options in multiple-choice questions.

Year 3 Reading

Question 
number Short description Correct 

answer Curriculum Area Skill assessed

1 Koalas A Reading Finds clearly stated information in a simple text.

2 Koalas C Reading Finds clearly stated information in a simple text.

3 Koalas A Reading Finds key information in a simple  text.

4 Koalas B Reading Makes connections between ideas in a sentence.  

5 Koalas C Reading Finds clearly stated information in a simple text.

6 Koalas D Reading Interprets the main idea in a simple text.

7 Barbequed Fruit A Reading Recognises a feature of a recipe.

8 Barbequed Fruit A Reading Finds clearly stated information in a recipe. 

9 Barbequed Fruit D Reading Connects information across two sentences in a recipe. 

10 Barbequed Fruit B Reading Finds clearly stated information in a recipe. 

11 Barbequed Fruit D Reading Identifies an instruction in a recipe. 

12 Greetings from Holiday Cove C Reading Finds key information in a postcard.

13 Greetings from Holiday Cove A Reading Finds clearly stated information in a postcard. 

14 Greetings from Holiday Cove D Reading Makes connections between ideas in a postcard. 

15 Greetings from Holiday Cove B Reading Makes connections between ideas in a postcard. 

16 Greetings from Holiday Cove B Reading Understands the purpose of a postscript in a postcard. 

17 Greetings from Holiday Cove 1, 4, 3, 2 Reading Sequences events in a postcard. 
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Question 
number Short description Correct 

answer Curriculum Area Skill assessed

18 Greetings from Holiday Cove C Reading Identifies the purpose of a postcard. 

19 Little Hao and the Golden Kites D Reading Finds clearly stated information in a story. 

20 Little Hao and the Golden Kites B Reading Finds clearly stated information in a story. 

21 Little Hao and the Golden Kites B Reading Makes inferences about characters’ actions in a story.

22 Little Hao and the Golden Kites C Reading Identifies the meaning of a word in a story. 

23 Little Hao and the Golden Kites C Reading Makes connections between the text and pictures in a story. 

24 Little Hao and the Golden Kites 2, 1, 4, 3 Reading Sequences events in a story. 

25 Little Hao and the Golden Kites B Reading Makes inferences about a character in a story.

26 Should we pay for plastic bags? B Reading Interprets the main idea of a persuasive text.

27 Should we pay for plastic bags? D Reading Uses contextual cues to interpret a persuasive text.

28 Should we pay for plastic bags? B Reading Identifies the purpose of a phrase in brackets. 

29 Should we pay for plastic bags? A Reading Identifies the main idea of a paragraph. 

30 Planet Theta A Reading Identifies characters’ feelings in a story.

31 Planet Theta B Reading Reads on to interpret a story.

32 Planet Theta A Reading Infers a character’s motivation in a story. 

33 Planet Theta C Reading Finds key information in a story.

34 Planet Theta B Reading Finds clearly stated information in a story.

35 Planet Theta D Reading Makes inferences about a character in a story.




