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What do becoming a qualified hairdresser, revegetating 
native bushland and designing a kiteboard have 

in common? They’re all examples of the outstanding 
accomplishments acknowledged at the 2008 VCAL 
Achievement Awards.

Held last month at BMW Edge, Federation Square, this 
year’s awards celebrated the achievements of 57 individuals 
across 15 categories. 

‘Each of you VCAL award winners has reached an 
exceptional level of achievement,’ said Hon. Bronwyn Pike, 
MP, Minister for Education, who presented many of the 
awards. ‘I congratulate all of you on your success.’ 

Thirty-four students received awards, many of whom had been involved in highly successful 
school- and community-based projects. These ranged from staging a fashion catwalk event to teaching 
financial literacy skills to Year 10 students.

‘I have been able to achieve a lot through VCAL,’ said award recipient Rachel Cutajar, who 
spoke on behalf of the student winners. ‘I was able to start my career while I was still in school and 
decide whether hairdressing was the right path for me.’ 

Nineteen teachers and four community 
partner organisations also received awards 
this year. The inspiring VCAL programs 
acknowledged in these categories included 
a radio broadcasting project involving ESL 
students from refugee backgrounds and the 
introduction of the ‘Kids – Go For Your 
Life’ program at a primary school. 

Three VCAL Liaison Teachers shared this 
year’s Chair’s Award for their involvement 
in the promotion and development of 
VCAL. In their acceptance speeches, Rob 
Duncan, Loretta Goldsmith and John Tabone 
emphasised the tremendous contribution 
VCAL students have made 
in Victorian communities, in 
areas such as aged care nursing, 
hospitality and in the Country 
Fire Authority during this year’s 
devastating bushfires.

‘For a number of students, 
VCAL is the first time school 
makes sense,’ said Rob Duncan. 
‘Confidence grows, goals 
are set and attained, positive 
relationships are forged and 
success is achieved. Together, 
we all make a difference.’
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2008 VCAL Achievement Awards

Student speaker and winner of the Senior 
Outstanding Achievement Award, Rachel 
Cutajar with Hon. Bronwyn Pike, MP, 
Minister for Education

Representatives from the organisations who won the VCAL 
Partnership Award: Latrobe City Council, Latrobe Community Health 
Service, Lavalla Catholic College and Stockdale Road Primary School 
with Hon. Bronwyn Pike, MP, Minister for Education

Senior Team Achievement Award winners from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
College with Hon. Bronwyn Pike, MP, Minister for Education (centre front row)

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
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Important administrative dates
Full details of dates appear in Supplement 1 to the November 2008 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET No. 65.

V = VASS critical date

2009

Tuesday 9 June to Thursday 11 June June written examinations: Tuesday 9 and Wednesday 10.

GAT: Thursday 11 June

Monday 15 June

V

SIAR 1 scores for VCE Studio Arts School-assessed Task 1.

After this date VASS will not allow SIAR 1 results to be entered.

Final day for schools to flag students eligible for a VCAL Certificate at mid year by running 
VCAL Mid year Reporting function on VASS.

Friday 19 June Applications for exemption from the GAT due at VCAA.

Friday 26 June End of Term 2.

Monday 13 July Start of Term 3.

SIAR 1 School-assessed Tasks that are required for review available through VASS.

Monday 20 July

V

Enrolment 3 

This data should contain 2009 VCE, VCAL and VET enrolment data that is known and 
available to schools.

After this date VASS will not allow schools to withdraw student enrolments from VCE Unit 

Review of School-assessed Task by visitation in Studio Arts begins.

Friday 24 July Final day for schools to lodge the following applications for examinations held in October/
November:

approval of hiring fees for sites in the community used by two or more schools•	

earlier starting time•	

requests for new or combined examination centres and for students to sit at centres •	
other than home schools

requests for students to sit examinations outside Victoria•	

timetable clashes.•	

Monday 27 July SIAR 2 scores for VCE Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework.

After this date VASS will not allow schools to enter SIAR 2 results.

Monday 3 August June examination results and Studio Arts grades available to schools through VASS.

Wednesday 5 August VCE Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework audit material due at VCAA.

Anomalous grade report will be available through VASS for the June examination.

Monday 10 August Arts Performance Examination and LOTE oral component examination advice slips 
available to schools.
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CEO’s column
and consultation strategy to ensure that all Victorian schools 
and their communities have the opportunity to participate 
in national consultations and also to inform our Board as it 
develops policy advice and responses to the national work. The 
NCB is shortly to be replaced by the Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA). The recent 
Ministerial meeting requested that ACARA provide advice 
back to Ministers by October on how the remaining areas of 
the curriculum outlined in the National Educational Goals for 
Young Australians should be handled in the national curriculum. 
The VCAA will be developing some advice on this matter 
as well as preparing responses to the drafts of the first four 
learning areas. We will be actively seeking stakeholder views 
as we develop this advice.

 

John Firth
Chief Executive Officer
June 2009

2008 VCAL Achievement Awards
The VCAL Awards ceremony, reported 
on the front page, was a very satisfying 
and moving event. To see the wide range 
of students from all around the state being 
rewarded for their achievements, their commitment and their 
efforts was to see the purpose of VCAL being realised in young 
people’s lives. The level of enthusiasm for their learning, the 
stories of lives being turned around and the recognition of 
VCAL pathways from schools, community partners, parents 
and students shows yet again what a fundamental and necessary 
part of the post-compulsory landscape VCAL has become. 
Congratulations to all.

National curriculum
As the work proceeds on national curriculum, schools are 
encouraged to keep track of progress by subscribing to the 
National Curriculum Board (NCB) website <www.ncb.org.
au> to ensure timely notice of all developments. The writing of 
the first drafts for English, Science, Mathematics and History 
has just begun. The VCAA is planning a communication 

Student Records and 
Results 

Statement of Marks/Inspection of 
Scripts for the June examinations

A Statement of Marks/Inspection of Examination Scripts 
application form for the June examination period is 

available for download from VASS and the VCAA website 
<www.vcaa.vic.edu.au>. Applications for Inspection of June 
Examination Scripts close on Friday 18 September 2009. 

Indicative examination grades for 
June 2009 examinations
The School Indicative Examination Grades for the June 
examinations are required by Friday 5 June 2009. 

Examinations are being held for:
Accounting – AC03 – Graded Assessment 1•	
Biology – BI03 – Graded Assessment 1•	
Chemistry – CH03 – Graded Assessment 1•	
Environmental Science – EV03 – Graded Assessment 1•	
Physics – PH03 – Graded Assessment 1•	
Psychology – PY03 – Graded Assessment 1•	

For further advice on School Indicative Examination 
Grades, please refer to section 9.9.1, pages 108 and 109 of the 
VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2009.

This is the ONLY opportunity for School Indicative 
Examination Grades for the June examinations to be 
submitted.

VCE Review and 
Implementation

Review of VCE studies 2009
Electronic consultation

The consultation drafts of VCE study designs for VCE Food 
and Technology, Legal Studies, Religion and Society 

and Music will be available for consideration by teachers and 
other key stakeholders from 6 July until 7 August 2009.

Consultation is an important part of the review and 
accreditation process for VCE studies. This year, the 
consultation process will be conducted electronically. Hard 
copies of the consultation draft and questionnaire will be sent 
only to those members of the public on request. Teachers are 
invited to participate in the consultation process by joining 

www.ncb.org.au
www.ncb.org.au
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
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the VCAA Consultation Register for VCE studies in review in 
2009. By registering, teachers will receive email notification 
when the consultation draft of the relevant VCE study design 
is available online, and will be invited to respond to the 
consultation draft via an online questionnaire.

During the consultation period, the draft study designs and 
consultation questionnaires will be available from the VCAA 
website from the relevant study page.

Email expressions of interest to: 
vcaa.vce.pd@edumail.vic.gov.au
In your email, please indicate*:
the study or studies for which you would like to receive •	
notification
your name•	
the name of your school or organisation (optional).•	

Registration for the Consultation Register will close on 
Friday 26 June 2009.

*VCAA Privacy Statement
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 
is a statutory authority established under the Education and 
Training Reform Act 2006. The VCAA is committed to protecting 
all information collected and handling this data in accordance 
with the Victorian Information Privacy Act 2000. A third party 
collects this information on behalf of the VCAA. The third party 
is contractually bound to comply with relevant provisions of the 
Information Privacy Act. The complete VCAA Privacy Statement 
can be accessed via the URL below.

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/footer/privacy.html

VCE Implementation workshops 
VCE Texts and Traditions
The VCAA is working in partnership with The Victorian 
Association for the Teaching of Texts and Traditions (VATTT) 
to conduct a professional development workshop to support 
the implementation of the newly accredited VCE Texts and 
Traditions Study Design. 

Date: 22 July 2009
Time: 9.00 am to 12.30 pm
Venue: VCAA Assessment Centre 
189 Urquhart Street 
Coburg 3058
For registration and further details contact Andrea 

Luscombe: andrea.luscombe@academy.vic.edu.au 
VCAA contact: Monica Bini, Curriculum Manager, 

Humanities on: (03) 9651 4575 or email: 
bini.monica.m@edumail.vic.gov.au

VCE Health and Human Development
Details of the VCE Health and Human Development workshops 
were advertised in the May 2009 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL 
and VET No. 70 and are also available from the Health and 
Human Development study page on the VCAA website: www.
vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/healthnhuman/healthumindex.
html 

Due to demand an additional metropolitan workshop has be 
scheduled. The amended schedule is provided below. 

There will be eleven workshops held across metropolitan 
and regional Victoria at the following locations, dates and 
times:
Location Date Time

Café Raffety’s Restaurant
55 Nunn St
Benalla

15 June 1.00–3.00 pm

DEECD Regional Office  
Cnr Kirk and Haigh Sts
Moe

17 June 1.00–3.00 pm

Box Hill Golf Club
202 Station St
Box Hill South

22 June 4.00–6.00 pm

Holmesglen Conference 
Centre
Holmesglen Institute  
of TAFE
Cnr Warrigal and  
Batesford Rds
Holmesglen

24 June 4.00–6.00 pm

Veneto Club
191 Bulleen Rd, Bulleen

3 August 4.00–6.00 pm

VCAA Assessment Centre
189 Urquhart St
Coburg 

5 August 4.00–6.00 pm

Geelong Football Club
Skilled Stadium
Kardinia Park
Geelong South

10 August 4.00–6.00pm

The Regal 
163 Timor St
Warrnambool

11 August 1.00–3.00 pm

Nanga Gnulle
40 Harley St
Bendigo

17 August 1.00–3.00 pm

Ouyen P–12 College
Fuller St
Ouyen

18 August 1.00–3.00 pm

Department of Primary 
Industry – Grains  
Innovation Park
110 Natimuk Rd
Horsham

19 August 1.00–3.00 pm

To register please email your contact details, including 
school name and preferred venue to: 

vcaa.vce.pd@edumail.vic.gov.au 
VCAA contact: Nerida Matthews, Curriculum Manager on 

(03) 9651 4444 or email: 
matthews.nerida.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

VCE Art and VCE Studio Arts 
Implementation workshops for VCE Art and VCE Studio 
Arts will be conducted in August. Teachers will be advised 
of details in the July 2009 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and 
VET No. 72.

mailto:vcaa.vce.pd@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/footer/privacy.html
mailto:andrea.luscombe@academy.vic.edu.au
mailto:bini.monica.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/healthnhuman/healthumindex.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/healthnhuman/healthumindex.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/healthnhuman/healthumindex.html
mailto:vcaa.vce.pd@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:matthews.nerida.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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VCE Examinations

Evaluation of single marking of VCE 
examinations

As part of its ongoing quality assurance processes, 
in 2009 the VCAA will undertake double marking 

of all examinations that are currently single marked: 
Accounting, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Further Mathematics, 
Mathematical Methods, Mathematical Methods (CAS) and 
Specialist Mathematics. 

These examinations were selected for single marking on 
the basis that they contain mostly objective responses that 
were marked with very high degrees of accuracy. A sample 
of these examinations is given a second marking for quality 
assurance purposes. A double marking process will be used 
to evaluate the effectiveness of this by analysing the data and 
results of double marking in 2009 and investigating alternative 
methods of sample second marking. The aim of an evaluation 
of assessment in these studies is to continue to ensure that all 
assessments are accurate and reliable. 

For 2009, all student results for these examinations will be 
based on the result of double marking. 

All other aspects of the quality assurance process for VCE 
examinations will remain in place during this evaluation. 

For further information, please contact Susan O’Shannessy, 
Manager VCE Examinations on (03) 9225 2359.

2010 VCE Examinations Setting and 
Vetting panels
Applications are now being taken for positions on the 2010 
Examinations Setting and Vetting panels. For details check the 
Sessional Staff Applications section.

2009 VCE Examination assessors
Positions are still available for VCE Examination assessors. 
Please check the Sessional Staff Applications section.

Online Examination feedback survey
Throughout November 2008 the VCAA conducted an online 
examination feedback survey, available to all teachers of Units 
3 and 4 VCE studies in Victoria.

A summary of the responses to the survey is now available 
from the Latest News section of the VCAA website.

Theatre Studies written examination
In the Theatre Studies written examination the insert will 
contain both the contextual background of a play and the 
stimulus material. The sample examination material on the 
VCAA website has been updated to reflect this change. 

Theatre Studies (Monologue) 
performance examination 
Errata and explanatory notes
Oh What a Lovely War: It has been advised that in the revised 
version of Oh What a Lovely War the specified monologue has 
been replaced by stage directions and just a few lines of script. 
Teachers are advised that as far as possible they should try to 
obtain the version specified in the examination paper and not a 
revised version or new edition of the play. Editions published 
after 2000 are unlikely to contain the prescribed monologue. 

The correct page numbers for the monologue are 28–31.

Six Characters in Search of an Author: There was an error 
in the examination paper as printed in the April 2009 VCAA 
Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET No. 69. The edition used for the 
examination was published by Heinemann Educational Books, 
London, ISBN 0435207202. 

The translation that should be used for this play is 
a translation by Frederick May. In other translations the 
prescribed monologue is quite different and difficult to find. 

The examination material on the VCAA website has been 
updated to reflect this change. 

The Real Inspector Hound: The examination paper instructs 
that all lines from Birdboot should be omitted. This should 
read ‘all lines of dialogue exchanged between Moon and 
Birdboot should be omitted’. 

The examination material on the VCAA website has been 
updated to reflect these changes. 

Sessional Staff 
Management System

Applications for sessional type roles at the VCAA (e.g. 
assessors, reviewers, markers, panels) can be lodged 

online on the VCAA’s dedicated website Sessional Staff 
Management System (SSMS).  

Opportunities to apply are advertised as they arise and 
publicised in the VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET as well 
as in other educational publications and websites. 

To see what jobs are available at any time you can go to 
the SSMS website <www.ssms.vic.edu.au> and select the link 
‘Currently available positions’ (if a particular job is not listed, 
it usually means that applications have either not opened at that 
time or are closed) or check the bulletin boards for updates on 
the front page of SSMS. Applications are currently being taken 
on the SSMS for:

2009 VCE Examination Assessors  
(November written, LOTE Orals, Arts 
Performance)
Practising teachers are strongly encouraged to consider the 
excellent professional development opportunity afforded 
by examination assessing. The expected closing dates 

http://www.ssms.vic.edu.au














VCE Season of Excellence
VCE Season of Excellence 2009 is drawing to close. There is still the chance to catch Top Arts before it ends on Sunday 14 June at the Ian Potter 
Centre: NGV Australia. Top Arts education programs comprising exhibition and folio viewing and the lecture including tips on assessment for 
practical work continue.

Bookings: (03) 8620 2340 weekdays 12 midday – 5 pm or go to: www.ngv.vic.gov.au/ngvschools
Top Designs at Melbourne Museum will run until 26 July.

Kate Conlan, Phobia alphabet book, Loreto Mandeville Hall, Toorak

Cassandra Coshan, The invisible enemy (detail), Ave Maria College, Aberfeldie Rhys Griffiths, Replica, St Leonard’s College, Brighton East

Andrew Pearce, The line, Wodonga Senior Secondary College, Wodonga

VCAA Bulletin (VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET; VCAA Bulletin P–10) is an official publication of the Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority. Principals are advised to ensure that it is circulated among teaching staff. 
One copy should be filed for reference.

The VCAA Bulletin is also available online at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
Victorian schools only may photocopy this publication for use by teachers and students.
The VCAA does not endorse the products or services of any external organisation’s notices published in the VCAA Bulletin.
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