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Student Records and 
Results

VCE and VCAL Administrative 
Handbook 2010

The VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2010 is 
scheduled to arrive in schools in the week beginning 

Monday 16 November 2009. Packages containing the 
handbooks will be addressed by name to the VCE coordinator 
or VCAL coordinator. The content will be available in 
Portable Document Format (PDF) from the VCAA website 
by late October/early November. If you have any enquiries 
regarding the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook email 
the Student Records and Results Unit at: student.records@
edumail.vic.gov.au

VCE Review and 
Implementation

Consultation 

The proposed drafts of VCE study designs for Food and 
Technology, Music, Legal Studies, Religion and Society, 

Agricultural and Horticultural Studies, Information Technology, 
Physical Education and Music were made available for 
consultation with teachers and other key stakeholders between 
July and September this year. 

The consultation period has now ended. We would 
like to extend our thanks to everyone who responded to 
the consultation drafts, and to those teachers who attended 
metropolitan and regional focus groups. 

All feedback has been forwarded to the VCE Review Panels 
for consideration before a final draft of the study design is 
prepared for approval and endorsement by the VCAA Board.

Revised VCE Psychology
Schools are advised that the study design for the revised VCE 
Psychology will be distributed to schools early in Term 4. 
Units 1 and 2 of the study design are available now on the 
VCAA website.

VCE assessment handbooks 2010 
Art, Business Management, Classical Studies, 
Economics, Health and Human Development, 
Psychology, Studio Arts and Texts and Traditions
The revised studies for implementation in 2010 include 
Art, Business Management, Classical Studies, Economics, 
Health and Human Development, Studio Arts and Texts and 
Traditions. 

An assessment handbook for each of these VCE studies 
is published for the accreditation period of the study and is 
now available from the VCAA website on the individual study 
webpage at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/futuresd.html

The assessment handbook for the revised Psychology study 
design will be available early in Term 1 2010.

Assessment handbooks are no longer printed and distributed 
to schools. 

Support materials for revised VCE 
studies
Teachers of the revised VCE studies in Art, Business 
Management, Classical Studies, Economics, Health and Human 
Development, Psychology, Studio Arts and Texts and Traditions 
for implementation in 2010 are advised that support material 
is now available on the VCAA website.

The support materials are available at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.
au/vce/studies/futuresd.html 

An alphabetical index will take you to the documents 
available for the individual studies. 

VCE briefings
In November each year the VCAA conducts a series of VET 
and VCAL briefings around Victoria. This year there will also 
be a VCE presentation. The VCE briefings should be attended 
by VCE coordinators in the first instance.

mailto:student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/futuresd.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/futuresd.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/futuresd.html
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A VCAA Memorandum to Schools will be sent out by 
VASS in early October to announce the dates and venues and 
will provide program details. 

There is no cost to teachers for this program.
Registration details will be provided in the Memorandum 

to Schools.

VCE study reviews in 2010
Major review

Design and Technology, English Language, 
Industry and Enterprise, International Politics 
(National Politics and International Studies), 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies, Sociology
The accreditation period for Design and Technology, English 
Language, Industry and Enterprise, International Politics 
(National Politics and International Studies), Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies and Sociology ends on 31 December 
2011. These VCE studies will undergo a major review during 
2010.

Expressions of interest are sought from suitably qualified 
persons to participate in the curriculum review, evaluation 
and development process for revised study designs for these 
studies. Review Panels typically consist of 8–10 members from 
schools, universities, training, industry and business sectors 
who are appointed according to their expertise and capacity to 
contribute to the review process.

The membership for the Design and Technology, English 
Language, Industry and Enterprise, International Politics 
(National Politics and International Studies), Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies and Sociology Review Panels will 
be prepared from the expressions of interest received. All 
applicants will be advised of the outcome of the nomination 
and approval process.

Panel meetings are held at the VCAA office in East 
Melbourne. Applicants should familiarise themselves with 
the Principles and guidelines for the development and review 
of VCE studies document, published as Supplement 1 to the 
March 2009 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET No. 68 
and available on the VCAA website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
correspondence/bulletins/2009/mar/2009MARSUP1.pdf

Expressions of interest* can be lodged through the VCAA 
Sessional Staff Management System (SSMS) (see page 8) 
via <www.ssms.vic.edu.au>. The SSMS website accepts and 
processes applications for sessional work. For technical support 
or access enquiries please telephone (03) 9651 4581 or email: 
assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alternatively, if you would like to complete a hardcopy 
Expression of Interest form, please contact Bel Harper, VCE 
Curriculum on (03) 9651 4453 or email: 

harper.bel.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
Expressions of interest are due by Monday 9 November 

2009.

Minor review

Accounting, Media, Visual Communication and 
Design
The accreditation period for Accounting, Media and Visual 
Communication and Design ends on 31 December 2011. 
These VCE studies will undergo a minor review during 2010. 
Minor reviews do not require a Review Panel. Consultation 
processes for the review of these studies will operate as for 
all VCE reviews and consultation drafts will be available for 
consideration and feedback in 2010, according to established 
procedures.

*VCAA Privacy Statement
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is a 
statutory authority established under the Education and Training 
Reform Act 2006. All personal information collected by the VCAA 
is handled in accordance with the Information Privacy Act 2000.

If selected to the Panel, your name and the name of the 
organisation you represent will be published in VCAA Bulletin 
VCE, VCAL and VET, on the VCAA website and in the VCAA 
Annual Report. In all other instances membership details and 
other information gathered from panel members will be treated in 
confidence by officers of the Authority.

If you have concerns about the way in which your information 
is collected and stored please contact the VCAA Information 
Services Unit on (03) 9651 4328. 

VCE Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 
is conducting a survey to seek feedback on the current VCE 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies curriculum. The data 
collected from this survey will inform the future directions of 
the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Study Design, 
which will be reviewed during 2010. The survey can be 
accessed from the Outdoor and Environmental Studies page of 
the VCAA website <www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/outdoor/
outdoorindex.html>. Any enquiries about the survey should be 
directed to Nerida Matthews, Curriculum Manager, Health and 
Physical Education on (03) 9651 4444.

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/correspondence/bulletins/2009/mar/2009MARSUP1.pdf
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/correspondence/bulletins/2009/mar/2009MARSUP1.pdf
http://www.ssms.vic.edu.au
mailto:assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:harper.bel.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/outdoor/outdoorindex.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/outdoor/outdoorindex.html
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Use of technology 
in VCE Mathematics 
examinations 2010

The VCAA monitors developments in calculator and related 
technology and publishes details of approved technology 

for use in Mathematics examinations annually. Only VCAA 
approved calculators or other technology may be used in 
these examinations. Calculators that have graphical, symbolic 
or programmable capabilities (see below for more specific 
guidelines) may be used in specified Mathematics examinations, 
provided that the model is approved. Where there are doubts 
about whether a particular model is approved, schools should 
ascertain its status by contacting the Examinations Unit of the 
VCAA, preferably at the beginning of the course.

For further information please contact Ms Kris Allen, 
Project Manager, Examinations on (03) 9225 2356 or email: 
examinations.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

Conditions of use
The conditions under which calculators may be used are:

the calculator must be silent and of the hand-held type •	
containing its own power source
students will be entirely responsible for ensuring adequate •	
power supply to their calculators and the proper working 
order of their calculators
students must supply their own spare batteries – any •	
battery failure or other fault which limits the usefulness of 
a calculator during an examination will not be taken into 
consideration by the assessors
no student may borrow a calculator from another student •	
after entering the examination room
no magnetic cards may be used.•	

Programmable calculators
Programmable calculators, other than those with features 
specifically excluded below, may be used in some mathematics 
examinations. A programmable calculator is one in which the 
user can store a sequence of operations which the calculator 
will then execute automatically. Students are permitted to bring 
programs stored on their calculator into these examinations. A 
calculator is excluded if it:

operates with paper tapes•	
makes noise or ‘talks’•	
needs mains electricity.•	

Other technology
Computers, mini-computers, pocket-organisers, laptops, 
palmtops, calculator models that can ‘communicate’ with other 
calculators, notebooks and the like are also excluded, except 
under specified circumstances for which prior approval has 
been given by the VCAA.

Use of CAS and calculators in VCE Mathematics 
examinations 2010
Either one approved CAS or one approved graphics calculator 
may be used in Further Mathematics Examination 1 and Further 
Mathematics Examination 2.

One approved CAS may be used in Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) Examination 2 and Specialist Mathematics 
Examination 2.

A scientific calculator may also be used, if desired, in 
Examination 1 of Further Mathematics and in Examination 2 
of all VCE Units 3 and 4 Mathematics studies.

A scientific calculator does not have graphic, symbolic or 
programming capability. It does not have extended memory 
capable of storing text and/or symbols.

No CAS or calculators of any kind are permitted in 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) Examination 1 and Specialist 
Mathematics Examination 1.

CAS calculators
In 2010, the following CAS calculators are approved by 
the VCAA for use in Further Mathematics Examination 1 
and Further Mathematics Examination 2, Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) Examination 2 and Specialist Mathematics 
Examination 2. The full functions of approved CAS calculators 
may be used (that is, the memories of these calculators do not 
require clearing prior to entry to the examination).

Casio
Algebra FX2.0, Algebra FX2.0 PLUS, ClassPad 300, ClassPad 
300 PLUS, ClassPad 330

Hewlett Packard
HP 40G, HP 40GS, HP 48G, HP 48G II, HP 49G, HP 49G 
PLUS, HP 50G

Texas Instruments
TI-89, TI-89 (Titanium), TI-92/TI-92 PLUS/Voyage 200,  
TI-nspire CAS

CAS Software
For approved schools only, students enrolled in Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) either by itself or in addition to Further 
Mathematics or Specialist Mathematics, will be permitted to 
use computer-based CAS software Derive, Maple, Mathcad, 
Mathematica, TI-Interactive, TI-nspire CAS and ClassPad 
Manager and stored files on a floppy disk or CD-ROM for 
examinations in these studies, where the use of technology is 
permitted, provided they meet VCAA specifications for the 
conduct of computer assisted examinations. Schools wishing 
to use computer-based CAS software should apply in writing 
to the VCAA for approval.

For further information please contact Ms Kris Allen, 
Project Manager, Examinations on (03) 9225 2351 or email: 
examinations.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

mailto:examinations.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:examinations.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au


VCAA BULLETIN VCE, VCAL and VET OCTOBER 2009      7

VCE  
GENERAL 

ADVICE

Graphics calculators
In 2010, the following graphics calculators are approved by 
the VCAA for use in Further Mathematics Examination 1 
and Further Mathematics Examination 2. The full functions 
of approved graphics calculators may be used (that is, the 
memories of these calculators do not require clearing prior to 
entry to the examination).

Casio
FX-7300G, FX7400G, FX7400G PLUS, FX7700G, FX-8500G, 
FX-9700G, CFX-9800G, CFX-9850G, CFX-9850G PLUS, 
CFX-9850GB PLUS, CFX-9850GB PLUS-WE, CFX-9850GC, 
FX 9860G AU, CFX-9950G, FX 9860G AU Plus

Citizen
SRP-400G

Hewlett-Packard
HP 38G, HP39G, HP39G PLUS, HP39GS

Sharp
EL-9200, EL-9300, EL-9400, EL-9600, EL-9650,  
EL-9900

Texas Instruments
TI-80, TI-81, TI-82, TI-83, TI-83 PLUS, TI-83 PLUS (Silver), 
TI-84 PLUS, TI-84 PLUS (Silver), TI-85, TI-86

VCE Examinations

VCE Examination timetables 2010

The 2010 VCE Examination timetables will be available as 
a liftout in the December 2009 No. 77 and February 2010 

No. 78 VCAA Bulletins VCE, VCAL and VET. They will also 
be published in the VCE Exams Navigator 2010 which will be 
sent to schools in Term 1 2010 for distribution to all students 
studying at least one Units 3 and 4 study. Schools are asked to 
make students aware of these timetables before they finalise 
their enrolments in Units 3 and 4 studies.

2010 Examination periods are now 
confirmed
The 2010 VCE examination periods listed as provisional on our 
website have been approved by the VCAA Board.
June Written Examinations: Tuesday 8 June – Thursday 10 
June (GAT)
October Performance and LOTE Oral Examinations: 
Monday 4 October – Sunday 31 October
CCAFL Written Examinations: Tuesday 19 October
November Written Examinations: Thursday 28 October – 
Friday 19 November

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/future_exams.html

LOTE Oral examinations
Use of electronic devices
Teachers and students are reminded that electronic devices are 
not permitted in any LOTE Oral examination. This regulation 
applies to an object taken into the examination to support 
the Discussion (Section 2) as well as the use of Microsoft 
PowerPoint presentations.

Enquiries about the regulation should be addressed to the 
VCE Examinations Unit:
Jennie Oldfield
Tel: (03) 9225 2354
Email: oldfield.jennie.o@edumail.vic.gov.au
Joanne Reidy
Tel: (03) 9225 2353
Email: reidy.joanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au

LOTE Written examinations
Teachers and students are advised to consult the VCE Exams 
Navigator 2009, page 3 for regulations concerning the use of 
dictionaries in LOTE written examinations. 

Examination feedback survey
The VCAA is making an online survey of examination feedback 
available throughout November to all teachers of Units 3 
and 4 VCE studies in Victoria. The survey will give teachers 
the opportunity to evaluate the end-of-year written VCE 
examinations. A link to the survey will be provided to schools in 
a Memorandum to Schools to be circulated in late October.

The survey will also be accessible through the homepage 
of the VCAA website.

All Units 3 and 4 teachers are encouraged to complete this 
survey, which will take approximately 10–15 minutes. Results 
will be used to provide feedback to examination setting panels 
and the VCAA. A summary of the responses will be provided 
to schools in Term 1 2010.

Sessional Staff Applications
2010 VCE Examinations – English as a Second 
Language (ESL) Vetting Panel
Applications are being taken for positions on the 2010 
Examinations (ESL) vetting panel from 5 October to 
1 November.

Each year the VCAA appoints a team of ESL vetters.
ESL vetters will be selected for their relevant qualifications, 

experience, past performance (where appropriate) and 
knowledge of the needs of ESL students.

The ESL vetter is required to ensure that:
the language in the paper is clear and accessible and that •	
the syntax and spelling is correct
words which may be inappropriate for students of non-•	
English speaking backgrounds (other than study-specific 
terms) are highlighted and alternatives suggested

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/future_exams.html
mailto:oldfield.jennie.o@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:reidy.joanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au


VCE  
GENERAL 
ADVICE

8      VCAA BULLETIN VCE, VCAL and VET OCTOBER 2009

labelling on tables and diagrams is correct and consistent •	
with text in the examination questions
the questions are unambiguous.•	

For details of how to apply check the Sessional Staff 
Applications section below.

Sessional Staff 
Management System

Applications for sessional roles at the VCAA (e.g. assessors, 
reviewers, markers, panels) can be lodged online on 

the VCAA’s dedicated website Sessional Staff Management 
System (SSMS).  

Opportunities to apply are advertised as they arise and 
publicised in the VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET. To 
see what jobs are available you can also go to the SSMS 
website <www.ssms.vic.edu.au> and select the link ‘Currently 
available positions’ (if a particular job is not listed, it means 
that applications have closed) or check the bulletin boards on 
the front page of SSMS for updates.  

Now open on SSMS
VCE Review Panels
The VCE studies Design and Technology, English Language, 
Industry and Enterprise, International Politics (National Politics 
and International Studies), Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
and Sociology will undergo a review during 2010.
Expressions of interest are sought from suitably qualified 
persons to participate in the curriculum review, evaluation and 
development process for the revised study designs. Review 
Panels typically consist of 8–10 members from schools, 
universities, training, industry and business sectors who are 
appointed according to their expertise and capacity to contribute 
to the review process.
Applications on SSMS open on Wednesday 7 October and will 
close on Monday 9 November 2009.
For more information refer to the ‘VCE study reviews in 2010’ 
on page 5.

VCAL Quality Assurance Panels
A small number of opportunities exist to apply for positions on 
the region-based VCAL Quality Assurance Panels.

Applications open on SSMS on 5 October and close on 
26 October.

Enquiries are to be directed to David Gallagher, Manager 
VCAL on (03) 9651 4532 or email: 

gallagher.david.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Opening soon on SSMS
2010 NAPLAN test marking (Years 3, 5, 7 and 9)
Applications for marking the NAPLAN test are to open in 
early November.

2010 VCE Examination Assessors
Written examination assessor applications for 2010 will open 
on SSMS at the end of January 2010.  

While most applications remain open till the end of July, 
the midyear examinations, GAT, English, ESL, Literature, 
English Language, Drama and Theatre Studies all close earlier 
in the year.  

Practising teachers are strongly encouraged to consider 
the excellent professional development opportunity afforded 
by examination assessing, especially now that with Victorian 
Institute of Teaching approval, assessing is a recognised 
professional development activity.

Contacts
Assessment Services and Resources staff maintains SSMS and 
all enquiries should be directed as follows:

Implementation/development
Marlwood Ryder
Telephone: (03) 9225 2302
Email: ryder.marlwood.f@edumail.vic.gov.au

SSMS Helpdesk: Technical/access issues
Telephone: (03) 9225 2305
Email: assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.

gov.au

VCE Season of Excellence 

Update

Teachers are advised that the application forms for Top Arts, 
Top Designs and Top Screen are online at: www.vcaa.vic.

edu.au/seasonofexcellence.html
Please ensure you fill out the correct form for the study.
The deadline for applications is Thursday 15 October. 

Students who are short listed are informed by Tuesday 1 
December.

VCE VET Multimedia teachers are advised that the 
application form for Top Designs 2010 is online at: 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/seasonofexcellence.html
The deadline for applications is Thursday 12 November. 

Applications are considered in November and December and 
students who are short listed are informed by early January.

Enquiries (Tuesday to Friday) to the Season office at the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority on (03) 9651 
4582 or email: seasonofexcellence@edumail.vic.gov.au 

http://www.ssms.vic.edu.au
mailto:gallagher.david.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:ryder.marlwood.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:assessment.administration.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/seasonofexcellence.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/seasonofexcellence.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/seasonofexcellence.html
mailto:seasonofexcellence@edumail.vic.gov.au
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VCE VET

Statewide briefings

The VET/VCAL/VCE/DEECD briefings will be conducted 
in metropolitan and regional locations in November and 

early December. Early in Term 4 a memorandum will be 
distributed to schools with details of dates and locations.

VCE VET Community Services
An extract from the revised VCE VET Community Services 
program booklet for implementation from 2010 has been 
published on the VCE VET Community Services page of the 
VCAA website. The program booklet will be distributed to 
schools early in Term 4.

VCAL

VCAL Induction Workshop

The VCAA is holding a VCAL Induction Workshop for 
new VCAL providers and new VCAL coordinators/

teachers on Thursday 5 November 2009 at Moonee Valley 
Racing Club, Moonee Ponds. Registrations close on 16 October 
2009. More information is available at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
correspondence/memorandums/2009/98.html

2009 VCAL Achievement Awards
The Victorian Certificate of Applied learning (VCAL) 
Achievement Awards recognise the outstanding achievements 
of young people who participated in the VCAL.

The awards also recognise the contribution and achievement 
of VCAL teachers and partner organisations that have 
contributed to the development and delivery of innovative 
VCAL programs.

This year there is a new award in the teacher category – 
VCAL Teacher of the Year.

Applications are now open and will close on Friday 4 
December 2009. 

More information is available at:
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/excellenceawards/vcalachievement/

index.html

Themed VCAL
The Themed VCAL program is for students seeking a range 
of experiences within a particular industry sector to inform 
choices for future pathways and to develop employability skills. 
A Themed VCAL will provide a learning program focus that 
is linked to priority areas in the labour market and/or to job 
opportunities. The program should assist students to choose 
future pathways such as apprenticeships, Vocational Education 
and Training qualifications or employment.

Applications to deliver Themed VCAL in 2010 close on 
Friday 27 November 2009.

More information is available at:
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcal/providers/themedvcal/index.

html
For further information contact Cornelia DeBrincat, Project 

Manager, VCAL on (03) 9651 4383 or email: debrincat.
cornelia.c@edumail.vic.gov.au

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/correspondence/memorandums/2009/98.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/correspondence/memorandums/2009/98.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/excellenceawards/vcalachievement/index.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/excellenceawards/vcalachievement/index.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcal/providers/themedvcal/index.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcal/providers/themedvcal/index.html
mailto:debrincat.cornelia.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:debrincat.cornelia.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Top Class
VCE performing arts concerts compered by the Chief Assessors

Friday 26 February Top Class: Sound – original music works, venue TBC
Saturday 13 March Top Class: Music Performance Solo and Group, Melbourne Recital Centre Southbank
Friday 19 March Top Class: Dance and VET Dance, venue TBC
Friday 16 April Top Class: Drama and Theatre Studies, Melbourne Recital Centre Southbank
Saturday 17 April Top Class: Drama and Theatre Studies, Melbourne Recital Centre Southbank
For ticket prices, times and booking details go to: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au

Top Screen
VCE Media
Screenings of documentaries, short fictions and animation by VCE Media students
Launch 6.30 pm Tuesday 2 March Screenings and education programs during the day

  Other screening dates and costs see Season webpages 
for updates

Australian Centre for the Moving Image Federation Square

Top Arts
An exhibition of VCE Art and Studio Arts
Wednesday 31 March – Monday 20 June  Free entry
10 am – 5 pm daily
The Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia, Federation Square
Bookings required Tel (03) 8620 2340 ngv.vic.gov.au/ngvschools

Top Designs
An exhibition of VCE Media, Design and Technology, Food and Technology, Systems and Technology, 
Visual Communication and Design and VCE VET Multimedia

Saturday 27 March – Sunday 20 June 10.00 am – 5.00 pm daily
Melbourne Museum Carlton
Free entry to students School group bookings essential Tel 1300 130 152 
Bookings open 1 December

Top Acts
A concert of Dance, Drama, Theatre Studies and Music Performance selected from Top Class

Friday 28 May at 7.30 pm
Hamer Hall The Arts Centre  St Kilda Rd  Melbourne
Tickets A Reserve: $20 metro, $17 regional concession
 B Reserve: $16 metro, $14 regional concession
 $12 Groups of ten or more
Bookings Tel 1300 182 183 theartscentre.com.au or the Arts Centre Box Office
Skills workshops in Drama and Theatre Studies  Tel (03) 9281 8582

Season poster/program guide to be mailed to all schools in Term 1

VCE Season of Excellence office,  Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (no bookings)
Tel (03) 9651 4582  Website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au

These details are current at time of publication (October 2009). 
However, teachers are advised to check the VCAA website <www.vcaa.vic.edu.au> for updates.
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Subscribe free
To the VCAA Bulletin online

The VCAA Bulletin  

VCE, VCAL and 

VET is now 

available online

To subscribe to the  

bulletin online simply go 

to the subscription page 

on the VCAA website and 

enter your details

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
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Distribution
20 August 2009 to 23 September 2009

Memoranda to Schools
92/2009 re 	 On Demand Testing new items trial – 

October/November 2009
93/2009 re	 Themed VCAL 2010
94/2009 re	 Submission of School Indicative 

Examination Grades for October 2009 
Arts Performance Examinations

95/2009 re	 2009 October/November Written 
Examination Centres and Special 
Examination Arrangements

96/2009 re	 VCAL Achievement Awards 2009
97/2009 re	 Year 3, 5, 7 And 9 National Assessment 

Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) Test Results 2009

98/2009 re	 Invitation to attend VCAL Induction 
Workshop on 5 November 2009

99/2009 re	 On Demand Testing new items trial resend 
– October/November 2009

Publishing
September 2009 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET 

No. 74
Return to Study: A Guide to VCE and VCAL brochure

Internet

Additions
September 2009 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET 

No. 74

Memoranda to schools
	 92–99

VCE 
VCE Classical Studies 
Classical Works Lists 2010–2011
Implementation support material (Homer Iliad Book 22 

and Virgil Aeneid Book 12: A Comparison)

VCE Dance
Prescribed List for 2010, Units 3 and 4

VCE Music Solo Performance
2010 Prescribed list of notated solo works: added 

Accordion, Clarinet – B Flat soprano, Cornet in B 
flat, Flugelhorn, Baritone and Euphonium – Treble 
clef, Cornet in E flat and Tenor Horn in E flat, Double 
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holds lunchtime training sessions for students to practise their 
writing and presenting skills. 

Another initiative Blake instigated is the well-received 
‘speaker breakfasts’. Presenters were invited to speak on 
‘world affairs’ and answer students’ questions. Guest speakers 
have included the human rights advocate and author Julian 
Burnside and former Telstra CEO Ziggy Switkowski. The aim 
is to expand students’ general knowledge and their ability to 
question and think critically. 

Blake is convinced that public speaking is an asset that 
all students should have and is the key to being able to 
communicate with and persuade others. ‘This ability is a vital 
vehicle of change.’

VCE Achiever 

This month’s VCE Achiever, Scotch College student Blake 
Connell, has a reputation for his leadership, community service 
and public speaking. 

Most recently these interests have led to his involvement in 
‘Voices: The Carrical Project’ which aims to raise awareness of 
mental illness. Participants in the project visited Carrical House 
in Hawthorn and spoke to residents about their experiences of 
mental illness. ‘The most striking element of the stories I heard 
from Carrical residents was an intense longing to reconnect 
with a world with which they lost touch.’

Blake believes these conversations helped reconnect the 
residents to the outside world; it also had a profound impact on 
Blake. ‘I jumped on board to work hands-on with people with 
mental illnesses and it has been an eye-opening experience.’ 

Blake drew on these insights to contribute to the poignant 
theatre performance component of ‘Voices: The Carrical 
Project’ which deals with the stigma attached to mental health. 
The performance will be performed by Scotch College students 
at the 2009 Melbourne Fringe Festival.

Passionate about helping others in the community to 
develop their life skills, Blake also tutors refugee children in 
Sunshine. 

Another one of Blake’s interests is public speaking. As the 
captain of the Public Speaking Club at Scotch College he has 
participated in many events and was a Victorian semi-finalist in 
the Plain English Speaking Award and Rostrum Voice of Youth. 
In addition, Blake was selected as a Victorian representative 
for the United Nations Youth Association national finals. This 
experience will no doubt assist him in his chosen career path 
in international politics. 

At school Blake has worked with his teachers and other 
students to expand public speaking and debating programs. He 

Blake Connell – Scotch College

The VCE Achiever Award is coordinated by the VCAA to recognise the efforts of VCE students in promoting community involvement 
in their local school and wider community. VCE Achievers actively participate in such activities as the arts, environmental 
protection, aged care, hospitality, local council initiatives, fundraising and public speaking. Monthly finalists receive a three-
month subscription to the Herald Sun, and in December one overall winner will receive a notepad computer donated by Lenovo 
Australia. Students in government, Catholic and independent schools may apply for the award in 2009 by using the application 
form on the VCAA website (Excellence and Awards > VCE Achiever Award).
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Current opportunities for involvement in Asian Heritage Language course 
development
The VCAA has collaborated with the Office of the Board of Studies, NSW and the South Australian Certificate of Education Board (SACE 
Board of South Australia) to develop courses in Chinese (Mandarin), Indonesian, Japanese and Korean for Heritage Speakers at the 
Senior Secondary Level. 

Teachers will have the opportunity to gain information and participate in the further development of the heritage courses in Chinese, 
Indonesian, Japanese and Korean by:

1. Attending an information briefing
Monday 9 November 2009 
5:00–6:15 pm 
Karralyka Theatre – Karralyka Centre
Mines Road 
Ringwood East

The VCAA will conduct the briefing on the Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese and Korean 
Heritage level courses to support the consultation process. Interested persons are encouraged 
to attend this meeting for information about the project consultation process, and the state 
and national contexts for this work. No registration is required.

2. Completing the online consultation questionnaire
Consultation drafts of language-specific senior secondary Heritage courses in Chinese, 
Indonesian, Japanese and Korean will be available from 19 October until 30 November 
2009. Interested persons and organisations are invited to participate in the consultation 
process via the online questionnaire. All consultation materials will be available from the 
relevant study pages on the VCAA website:

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/index.html 
The participation of Victorian stakeholders in the review of the draft materials will assist 

the development of the courses and VCAA decision making on the suitability of the courses 
to meet the needs of Victorian students. 

For further information on the briefing or consultation questionnaire contact Anne Fisher, 
VCAA Project Manager, LOTE on (03) 9651 4441 or email: fisher.anne.m@edumail.vic.
gov.au
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