


Many dinosaurs used their horns, spikes or armour to 
defend themselves. But even those without armour had 
their own defence weapons. 

Apatosaurus could rear up on its hind legs and crush an  
attacker with its front feet, or use its tail to injure a predator. 

Many other sauropods travelled in herds, relying on safety in 
numbers so that only weak or sick animals would be attacked. 

The bird-mimic dinosaurs such as Gallimimus used their speed 
to escape. 

Pachycephalosaurus could use its thick skull to defend itself 
against both predators and other members of its own species. 

Meat eaters had speed, agility and sharp teeth for effective  
attack and defence. 

Large predators such as Tyrannosaurus hunted alone, and  
relied on a surprise rush. 
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Attack and
Defence

Stabbing tail
To defend itself 

against a predator, 
Tuojiangosaurus used its 
muscular tail, which was 
armed at the tip with two 

pairs of sharp spikes.

Built like a tank
Europlocephalus 
was protected by 
bands of armour, 
bony studs on the 
shoulders and a 
heavy, bony skull. 
It could injure 
a predator by 
lashing out with  
a bony club at  
the end of its tail.

A spiky shield
Triceratops’  
neck was a  
massive frill  
of solid bone  
with horns one metre long  
that protected its neck and 
chest from an attack by 
another Triceratops  
or a predator.

relied on a surprise rush. 

Multi-purpose tail
Diplodocus’ tail was longer than a tennis court.  
It used the tail for support when it reared up to crush 
a predator with its front legs. It also swung its tail 
like a whip to blind or stun an attacker.
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Tim

On Monday, Tim dressed for school.

First he put on his shorts.

Then he put on his shirt.

Next he put on his socks.

Last he put on his shoes.
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