
VCE Australian Politics 
Written examination – November

Examination s eci cations

Overall conditions
The examination will be sat at a time and date to be set annually by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority. VCAA examination rules will apply. Details of these rules are published annually in the VCE and 
VCAL Administrative Handbook.
There will be 15 minutes reading time and two hours writing time.
The examination will be marked by a panel appointed by the VCAA.
The examination will contribute 50 per cent to the Study Score.

Content
The VCE Australian and Global Politics Study Design 2012–2016 is the document for the development of 
the examination.
All outcomes of Units 3 and 4 of Australian Politics will be examined. All key knowledge and key skills 
underpinning the outcomes are examinable.

Format
The examination will consist of two sections.
Section A: Short answer, multiple part and extended response questions. Total 60 marks 
All questions in Section A will be compulsory.
Section B: Essay questions. Total 20 marks 
Students will choose one out four essay questions.
There will be one essay topic for each area of study.
The total marks allocated for the examination will be 80.
The examination paper may include questions which refer to stimulus materials such as newspaper articles, 
pictures or cartoons.
The examination will be in a question and answer book.

Criteria
The following criteria will be used to assess the essay.
 elevance to the question and, where provided, stimulus material
 nowledge and understanding of political institutions and processes
 Use of accurate terms and concepts and relevant contemporary evidence
 Development of a coherent argument or point of view
 Analysis and evaluation of political institutions and processes

Advice
During the 2012–2016 accreditation period for the VCE Australian and Global Politics Study Design, 
examinations will be prepared according to the examination speci cations above. Each examination will 
conform to these speci cations and will test a representative sample of key knowledge and key skills. The 
questions in the sample paper are examples and types of examination questions which will be found in all 
sections of the Australian Politics examination paper.
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The VCAA does not publish answers for sample questions.
The following documents should be referred to in relation to the VCE Australian Politics examination.
 VCE Australian and Global Politics Study Design and Advice to Teachers 2012–2016
 VCE Australian and Global Politics Assessment Handbook
 VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET



S A M P L E
AUSTRALIAN POLITICS

Written examination

Day Date Year
 Reading time: *.** to *.** (15 minutes)
 Writing time: *.** to *.** (2 hours)

QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK

Structure of book
Section Number of 

questions
Number of questions 

to be answered
Number of 

marks

A 4 4  60
B 4 1  20

 Total 80

Materials supplied

Instructions
student number

Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic 
devices into the examination room.

SUPERVISOR TO ATTACH PROCESSING LABEL HERE

Figures

Words

STUDENT NUMBER

Letter

 
Year



SECTION A – Question 1

Australian democracy

Question 1

FIRST PREFERENCES 
Enrolment: 102 881 Turnout: 90.09%

Candidate Party Votes % Swing (%)

1 389

 ELECTED 32 308

1 633

602

613

34 022

0

0

0

92 683

TWO CANDIDATE PREFERRED

Candidate Party Votes This Election 
(%)

Last Election 
(%)

Swing 
(%)

 ELECTED

39 268

TWO PARTY PREFERRED

Coalition Votes % Swing

SECTION A 

Instructions for Section A
all



SECTION A – Question 1
TURN OVER

a.

b.

c.



SECTION A

d.



SECTION A – Question 2
TURN OVER

Australian democracy in perspective

Question 2

Julia Gillard sworn in as Australian PM

a.

b.



SECTION A – Question 2

c.



SECTION A
TURN OVER

d.



SECTION A – Question 3

Domestic policy

Question 3

Australian Politics for Dummies

a.

b.



SECTION A – Question 3
TURN OVER

c.



SECTION A

d.



SECTION A – Question 4
 TURN OVER

Foreign policy

Question 4

The Australia we can all be proud of  
 

a.



SECTION A – Question 4

b.

c.



END OF SECTION A
TURN OVER

d.



SECTION B

Question 1

OR

Question 2

OR

Question 3

OR

Question 4

SECTION B – Essay questions

Instructions for Section B
one



SECTION B
TURN OVER

 



SECTION B



SECTION B
TURN OVER



END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK



TURN OVER

Extra space for responses

Clearly number all responses in this space.

 



student number At the 
end of the examination, place the script book inside the front cover of this question and answer book.
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