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2008 LOTE: Chinese Second Language GA 3: Examination

Oral component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Students were well prepared for Section 1 — Conversation of the 2008 examination. They appeared to be confident and
responded readily and clearly. More proficient students offered opinions spontaneously, while less proficient students
had difficulty maintaining the conversation and needed frequent support from assessors.

In Section 2 — Discussion, successful students demonstrated thorough preparation. They understood their chosen sub-
topic and demonstrated that they had studied various resources. They explored their sub-topics in sufficient depth and
their opinions and ideas were supported by interesting examples and evidence from the resources studied. In addition,
these students were also willing to advance the conversation, despite some vocabulary and grammatical errors. Some
students, however, presented a memorised mini-presentation about the sub-topic, showing a lack of understanding of
the purpose of Section 2.

Students should be reminded that thorough preparation and confidence are needed to support their ideas and opinions.
Students who were well prepared appeared to enjoy interacting with the assessors and found that the 15 minute oral
examination went much faster than they had expected.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Conversation

Students were expected to interact with the assessors about their personal world, for example, school and home life,
family and friends, and interests and aspirations. This section was designed to test the students’ ability to speak Chinese
in a linguistically and culturally appropriate way.

Communication: Capacity to maintain and advance the exchange appropriately and effectively

Clarity of expression
Students who scored highly provided extensive responses to the questions asked, confidently moving the exchange
forward while using accurate language, a sophisticated range of vocabulary and complex structures. These students
volunteered information and were able to move the exchange forward with good repair strategies. In addition, they had
excellent pronunciation and intonation, and maintained a consistent pace without unnatural pauses.

Listening skills are essential for success in the oral examination and it is important that students understand the key
phrases in the questions in order to respond relevantly and appropriately. Understanding and using appropriate
techniques to interact with assessors is helpful in this section as students are able to move the conversation forward.

Students should not rely too heavily on prepared responses. A lack of flexibility and memorised responses can be
detrimental to the natural flow of the interaction, especially when the answer requires extra information. Students
should not assume that the questions asked will be the same as those they have learnt. It is important for students to
develop a range of repair strategies, including the ability to rephrase and use different ways of requesting clarification.

Content: Relevance, breadth and depth of information, opinions and ideas

The majority of students were able to maintain a relevant conversation and effectively convey their ideas. Those who
elaborated on and explored their ideas with ease achieved the highest marks. These students came up with interesting
responses and engaged the assessors by using eye contact and appropriate body language. Some students understood
most of the questions, but were unable to expand their answers. Weaker students gave monosyllabic responses and
waited for further questions.

Several students used Chinese proverbs and sayings appropriately in Section 1 — Conversation. When asked by the
assessors, these students could explain the meaning of these proverbs and sayings. It is suggested that students use
Chinese proverbs only if they are relevant to the conversation. Students also need to be prepared to explain the meaning
of a proverb or saying if requested.
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Language: Accuracy of vocabulary and grammar
Range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar

Many students were able to use a variety of grammatical patterns, expressions and vocabulary in this section of the
examination. Successful students showed consistent use of style and register and were able to rephrase if necessary.
However, some students struggled when using complex sentence patterns. Some students misunderstood interrogative
question words, such as {+4Ff, B4R, WL (where), H(which), etc. and/or misused language or grammar, for
example: POELLIEMEN 2 (QUEILIGEMES 2D , KIEFEE T

(FREEERTHED , Fopp R AD=AF GRABHIN=D) , etc.

Section 2 — Discussion

Students needed to indicate the sub-topic chosen and, in no more than one minute, briefly introduce the main focus of
their sub-topic and the aspects they had covered, alerting assessors to any objects they had brought to support the
discussion.

The choice of sub-topic is crucial. As this section is a discussion, the topic chosen needs to have suitable and interesting
content and issues for the student and assessors to discuss. The topic also needs to suit the student’s language capacity
and allow the student to express their opinions. Some students covered too many aspects of the topic for their Detailed
Study, and as a result every aspect was lacking in depth and focus.

Communication: Capacity to maintain and advance the exchange appropriately and effectively

Clarity of expression
The majority of students were competent in their use of language for communication. They were able to handle
questions well and had sufficient knowledge to maintain an even flow of conversation during the seven-minute
discussion.

Students’ performance should not be affected by unexpected questions asked by assessors. Instead, students could say
CEME, XA, BRI, AR or use their background knowledge to respond, as students are
showing their capacity to advance and maintain a conversation. Students cannot assume that assessors will only ask
questions they have practised at school and are expecting. Students should also be able to elaborate on their own ideas
and opinions, demonstrating a sophisticated level of content.

Some assessors experienced difficulty understanding the names of the sub-topic and some unfamiliar words students
used in the discussion. It is very important for students to practise the pronunciation of these difficult words in order to
express themselves clearly.

Content: Capacity to present information, ideas and opinions on a chosen topic

There were many students who prepared their topic thoroughly. Some students discussed their resources in depth and
explained connections between the texts with elaborate in-depth answers, discussing what they enjoyed and found
interesting about their topic, and demonstrating excellent understanding and knowledge of their Detailed Study. Some
students were able to follow the flow of discussion, keep their answers relevant, provide a range of information and
ideas on the topic and support their opinions with good examples. Other students, however, relied too heavily on the
assessors to guide them through the discussion. These students answered in very brief sentences when they could have
conveyed their understanding of the sub-topic to a greater extent.

Many students chose topics that reflected their interests, allowing them to exhibit their linguistic ability and promote
discussion of the issues and resources studied. Some interesting topics were H[E Ky i AR 4k, HERfr -

gk, Bk, DEREAESLL, O, AW, FEDE, DRI, ete. Other topics, such as:

ME2T5, RIGE, WA, R, WE /A, may be more suitable for Chinese Second Language Advanced
students.

Students must recognise that Section 2 is a discussion and not a performance of a speech. There should be plenty of
interaction between students and assessors during the discussion. A prepared seven-minute speech does not reflect the
requirements of this section.

Some students used pre-prepared sentences to avoid answering difficult questions, for example, if they did not

understand a particular question asked by the assessors, they tended to say ‘I haven’t learnt that part.” This made the
assessment more difficult as assessors could not judge students’ linguistic ability.
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Language: Accuracy of vocabulary and grammar

Range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
This criterion emphasises the importance of accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar. Better
students exhibited an excellent range of vocabulary and sophisticated expression, and used accurate grammatical
structures.

Section 2 — Discussion is quite different from Section 1 — Conversation in terms of language and grammar. The
language used in the discussion should be less predictable, as there will be many new and unfamiliar words in the
resources used by the students. Students should not only master these words but also practise using them in discussion.
There were many occasions when students used sophisticated words and expressions but were frequently unable to hear
and understand these words when they were used by the assessors.

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

In total, there were 718 students who participated in the 2008 written Chinese Second Language examination, a slight
decrease compared with 2007. Students generally demonstrated a good understanding of the requirements. Only a few
students replied in the wrong language in Sections 1 and 2.

There were a number of major changes to this year’s written examination:
e the weighting of Section 1 — Listening and responding was reduced from 30 marks to 10 marks
e anew part worth 15 marks was introduced in Section 2 — Reading and responding where students were
required to translate Chinese texts into English (Part C)
o the weighting of Section 3 — Writing was increased to 20 marks.

Most students handled the new format and text features well.

Teachers must be aware that it is expected that students will be able to understand the items on the character list in the
VCE Chinese Second Language Study Design, as well as a wider range of vocabulary relevant to the themes and topics
prescribed in the syllabus.

Although the weighting of Section 1 — Listening and responding was reduced, it still seemed to be the major
discriminator in this examination. The other discriminator was the translation part, as many spelling and grammatical
errors occurred. Students should attempt the translation task carefully. They are advised to write draft answers in other
parts of the paper and transcribe the correct version onto their paper after they have checked the spelling and grammar.

It is important for teachers to give students plenty of practice with examination type questions. Students also need to be
aware of word length, time management and the neatness of character writing.

In Section 3 — Writing, the spread of topic choice was pleasing.
Students should be aware of the 200-250 character word limit and that they must not exceed the limit. It is important

that students plan carefully to allow them adequate time to complete all questions. Students should also practise writing
in appropriate styles for different audiences.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 - Listening and responding

Part A — Answer in English
Text1

Question 1

(Around/after) New Year

Question 2
Snow(ing), (the average temperature is) 0 degrees

DGR RIE AN 73
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Text 2
Question 3
Black (long) trousers/pants, blue shirt

Part B — Answer in Chinese

Text 3

Question 4

FAEZRT, e UEE RS, Aeemrbl /& 2371,

Question 5
SEHIVURURISS 7 BN (B mIBL/ge/ &SR3
BRI AT

W 2E3 355

LS W2 — e IR R, BRI — O, 2-3 214y, 1 mREHIL .

Section 2 — Reading, responding and translating

Part A — Answer in English

Text 4

Question 6

The frog has lived there his whole life/he has never left there/he has been there forever.

Question 7
He believes the world is the same size as the well/smaller than the well where he lives/the well is bigger than the sky
(by his limited knowledge).

Question 8
One day, the little turtle accidentally fell into the well and met the frog.

Question 9
He is from the East (China) Sea and it is far away from the place where the frog lives/the well.

Question 10
Nice/good, big/spacious/vast, comfortable

Question 11
He has never learned that the outside world is much bigger and very interesting.

Question 12
He realised that he was ignorant and did not know how big the outside world was.

Question 13
An accidental meeting

Question 14
One should not be ignorant/opinionated and should grasp the opportunity to learn (should see the outside world).

MBGE R A7

Part B — Answer in Chinese
Question 15

D) B & — N4 AR/ %K
2) 313 35 E K .
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Question 16

3) At A A 2] v [ R S
4) flAE AL T AR

5) A8 TARZ P E A

6) At vy I ik T [EAR 22 4k

Question 17
7) LEP%E’JHTW{L%%%%%? s AL
8) INFLZR I i (H ﬂ*l%ﬁx%):ﬁ%%ﬂ%ﬁ,E%ﬁi%ﬁ,@ﬁﬁﬁ%KMQ¢ii%o

Question 18

9) AL TFRINA )L (3N HBLE2E I I0E.

10) A K2 JLIISL REF/RHEN

FHOEE RIZ AT o

W20 C 1A 15)

V. BT SRR AR ALy, EERER T S 410

Part C — Translation

T bt

Question 19

Travelling to Xihu/West Lake to sightsee from Shanghai, one can catch a train or a tour bus apart from (besides)/in
addition to driving. Driving is fairly fast, taking only a day to return; otherwise/or two days are required/it
may/probably take two days.

To travel from Shanghai to Xihu/West Lake, apart from/besides/in addition to driving there by yourself, you may/can
also take the train or the tour coach (you can also get there by bus or tour coach). Driving by yourself is

faster/comparatively fast/rather fast/quite fast. You can make a return trip/a round trip within a/one day. Otherwise/Or it
may take two days.

The following are examples of student responses for U 47-.

Tour from Shanghai to Xihu/West Lake, can go there by car, also can catch the train or maybe by tour bus. Driving a car by
yourself is faster, in one day you can return. Otherwise/or it may take two days.

(B2, TN RFIFNER R, KA 1% 5 7 apart from. )

To travel from Shanghai to Xihu for a holiday, besides driving your car, you can also go by train or a tour bus. Driving your car
is faster, you are able to drive there and back in one day; or else, it may take two days time.

(A METTH I I B AR R o D iR
The following are examples of student responses for =77

Except for driving yourself, you can also catch the train or the tour bus/car to travel and tour from Shanghai to Xihu/West Lake.
Driving yourself would be relatively quicker, you can travel to and from in one day; if not, it might take the time of two days.

(A IEHRF 15 50t TEHR AN GG )

From Shanghai to Xihu, instead of driving yourself, you can either catch a train or go on a tour bus. If you drive by yourself, it is
faster. You can arrive at Xihu in one day. If you were to take either the train or the tour bus, it may possibly take two days.

(FHEFITE R, RGMETHZL IR IR, TN 15 5 R AR )

The following are examples of student responses fori 45
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The tour group from Shanghai to Xihu, Apart from drive by yourself, you also can take the train with other tourists. Driving by

oneself is comparatively quicker, one day if you want you can return home. If you don’t like that, you can return home in two
days.

(D — P BT 5 5 TEFRB AN, FLEH TGS, )

Tours from Shanghai to the Western Lakes, apart from private car, can also be by train or by tour bus. Having a private car can
be rather expensive, if you are just returning from one day, however, you can also want to spend two days touring western lakes.

(D — PR35 5 5T TR T 1A DRI b o )

The following are examples of student responses for— 45

I am touring from Shanghai to Xihu. Apart from driving myself, I am also catching the train. Driving myself is comparatively
faster, the return trip. | will have a few days to spare.

(FIFEG X IERANFS, RGP E I )

From Sung hai to go to the lake to swim. | have to take the train by myself to go to swim. | take the train is faster than I drive and
one day | can come back; however, | can stay here for two days.

(L IR TEARNTF, RGP i iE . )

Question 20

People in the West open presents in front of the guest when they receive it because they want to express appreciation
and gratitude to the guest. However, Chinese people do not open the present immediately in front of the guest when
they receive it. They open the present only after/They do not open the present until the guest leaves because they think
the most important thing is not the gift itself but the affection of the present giver.

After/When receiving the present(s)/gift(s), Western people/Westerners will open the present(s)/gift(s) in front the
guest(s)/visitor(s), appreciate it (or enjoy it)/appreciate them (or enjoy them) and express their gratitude/say thank you.
However, Chinese people will not open the gift(s)/present(s) immediately/straight after they receive it/them. They will
not open it/them until the guest(s)/visitor(s) leaves (leave). This is because Chinese people think the most important
thing is (or what is most important) is not the present(s)/gift(s) itself/themselves but the love/affection from the
present/gift giver (this is because they think that the most important thing is the affection/love from the present/gift
giver rather than the present(s)/gift(s) itself/themselves).

The following are examples of student responses for/4 4.

When the western people receive gifts in front of the person, they will open the present, comment on the present, then thank the
person. However, Chinese people when they receive gifts, do not open it in front of the sender. They have to wait till the person
leaves then open it. Because Chinese believe the most important isn’t the present, but the person’s thoughts of sending a present.

(BIFEHERLSLT IR, P i, HA2, 3 PMEFE DR, )

When western people receive gifts, they open the gift in front of their guests, admire the gift, and express their thanks. But, when
Chinese people receive gifts they will not immediately open it in front of guests. They will wait after the guests have left then open
the gift, because Chinese people believe the present is not the most important thing but the goodwill of the presenter of the gift.

(FHERALRG LTI, HE i1 2 4 # L consistent. HAL, 2 PNEIENEHR. )
The following is an example of a student response for =47

After western people receive presents, they open it before the guests, adore the present and express their gratefulness. But when
Chinese people receive presents, they can’t open it before their guests, they must wait for the guests to go before they can do so
because Chinese people believe that what’s most important is not the presents but the good will of the person giving it.

(/] —% i PR BRI ZELFTITAGE s H I Y F b il )
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The following is an example of a student response for 4.
Western people receive presents, when they have visitors come inside, parents to say thank you. Chinese people receive presents

but not inside. When they see the visitors, they wait till the visitors are seated, because the Chinese people feel its most important,
that its not presents but the peoples love that’s important.

(FIRZ L4 R, IFSRHRAHA )
The following are examples of student responses for— 47

Western people give presents at many events without any superstitions. But Chinese people will give gifts after a long time of
thinking and planning. Because they plan carefully, their gifts have a lot of good intentions and feelings as well as the object.

(FNFE TSR TELRNTS, RGN idF i )
Western people give presents to reward and congratulate a person, to make them feel better, to thank them. However, Chinese

people give presents not for the sake of giving presents, they want instead to encourage people after doing a good job, because
Chinese people think this is most important, it is not the presents, but rather the act of giving presents and being generous.

(FNFEGIRXTELRANTF RGP i i )

Question 21
In the spring of 1275, he came to China with his father and uncle. They travelled to many places in China and learned a

lot about Chinese daily life and culture. Later, his story in China has been published in the book ‘The Travels of Marco
Polo’. People in the West started to know more about China by reading the book.

In the spring of 1275, he came to China with his father and uncle. They went/travelled to many places in China and

learned/understood/got to know/came to understand a lot about (or know a lot of) the Chinese people’s daily life and the
Chinese culture (or the people’s daily life and the culture in China). Through (By means of) this book, Western

people/Westerners began to know China.
All verbs should have been in past tense.

The following are examples of student responses for/4 4y,

In the Spring of the year 1275, he with his father and uncle all went to China. They went to a lot of places in China, understood a
lot of regarding China’s everyday life and culture. ....Through this book is how western people started to recognise China.

(FIFRLLL TR, HAL, 2 PMFEDH R, D

In the spring of 1275, he, along with his parents and uncle, arrived in China. They went to many places in China and understood
many things regarding the daily lifestyle and culture of China. Through this book, western people began to recognise China.

(FIERAL LT IR, HAL, 2 MHFEDER. )
The following are examples of student responses for =47
During Spring in 1275, him, his father and his uncle arrived here in China. They’ve been to many places in China, understood a
lot of China’s many special days, life style and culture. After reading this book, western people started to know more about
China.
(KRGS, NAFFIET D LI ik )

The year 1275, his parents and uncle went to China together. They went to many places in China, understanding a lot relating to
China’s daily life and culture. Passing these books, so western people can recognise China.

(KB FIZIIFE,  NAFFIET D LI G i )

The following are examples of student responses fori# 45
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In Spring 1275, he and his parent and uncle together go to China. They go so many place in China and understand more about

Chinese’s life style will make people live longer and their language.

(HIRZ LR BFESIRHRAHA . )

In the Spring of 1275 AD, he and his companions finally arrived in China. They went to many places in China, embraced many

Chinese customs and experienced Chinese lifestyles and culture. ...After reading his book, westerners started to visit China.

(FIRZELEF R, BIFESTRIHERAMA, )

The following is an example of a student response for—47.

In 1275, they all arrived in China, visiting Chinese lifestyle and culture. Therefore, his book told westerners to understand

China.
(FFEL I FERANTF, NG i 1Ef, )

Section 3 — Writing in Chinese
Question 22
Content

o RAGWIEE I b, T WTHSGEECR, 4.

Format
e date
e weather (optional)

o LHIMN27y, HWMEIESORH17y, HEIFH RNy, 25 IRE. #I. 28z HE. 45

17
e paragraphing
e sentence connection

Length
o 250 FLLEAR; ANE200-H = (1204 F402; 120—180 #d1)

Grammar
o 1—28AHIy; 3—5412%: w2 HI35)

Vocabulary

o HONTFIFLURLY: 4—5F 278 mE N3y, MEMFRMST IRy, 57 LL EApi oy

Question 23
Content

o WABIEAGUR, BAR, HAmEse. R, O RS (G

Format
o BALHISR S KRFU BH. W/ 2T, BN 1, w242
e paragraphing
e sentence connection

Question 24
Content

o NUEHE. wemild, T

. 2ot ek, 4iig.

Format
o title
e author L H . TAEHFIL
e paragraphing (sections with sub-headings)
e paragraphing (sections with sub-headings)
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e sentence connection

Question 25
Content

o N AEERIAMRS, AN, A SR, 45ie

Format

o title
author L#L H . EAEH 14
paragraphing (sections with sub-headings)
paragraphing
sentence connection
conclusion

Question 26
Content

o NP AE(E, b1, Pih2, BH3, 450

o K. REE. BT, 24 HIE,  #L 1, w22
e paragraphing

e sentence connection

e conclusion
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