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• No calculator is allowed in this examination.

Materials supplied
• Question and answer book of 26 pages including blank manuscript paper for rough working on pages  

5 and 9. It is not a requirement of the examination that students use the blank manuscript paper.
• An audio compact disc will run continuously throughout Section A of the examination. The audio 

compact disc will run for approximately 46 minutes.

Instructions
• Write your student number in the space provided above on this page.
• You may write at any time during the running of the audio compact disc, and after it stops.

• All written responses must be in English.

Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic 
devices into the examination room.
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SECTION A – continued

SECTION A – Music language and Aural perception

Instructions for Section A

Answer Questions 1 to 5 of Section A in pencil. You may use a pen for Question 6.

An audio compact disc containing musical examples will run continuously throughout Section A.

Questions 1 and 4 do not contain any audio material. Questions 2, 3, 5 and 6 do contain audio material.

Part 1: Intervals, scales and melody

Question 1 – Music language – Recognition of intervals

(3 minutes silent working time)

Identify the five bracketed intervals (both quality and number) of the following melody. 

Write your answers below the brackets beneath the stave.

5 × 1 = 5 marks
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SECTION A – continued
TURN OVER

Question 2 – Aural perception – Recognition of intervals and scales

A short melody will be played three times.

The rhythm of the melody is printed below.

A count-in will precede each playing.

There will be 20 seconds of silence after each playing.

a. Identify the first and last intervals of the melody (both quality and number) on the lines below.

 First interval ____________________________  Last interval ____________________________

2 + 2 = 4 marks

b. Circle the tonality (scale type) of the melody.

Minor (la) 
pentatonic scale

Melodic minor 
scale

Mixolydian 
mode

Major scale

2 marks
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SECTION A – continued

Question 3 – Aural perception – Melodic transcription

A four-part score of four bars length is notated below.

On the second stave, two bars of the part labelled saxophone are not notated.

The excerpt will be played five times.

A count-in will precede each playing.

Periods of silence after each playing are as follows.

Playings 1 and 2 – 20 seconds

Playing 3 – 30 seconds

Playing 4 – 45 seconds

Playing 5 (final playing) – 1 minute and 30 seconds

Note:  The time signature, key signature, and the pitch (but not the duration) of the first note of the two bar 
segment to be transcribed are given.

Transcribe the melody of the blank two bars of the part labelled saxophone (bars two and three of the second 
stave).

Flute

Saxophone in C

Piano

Bass

4 + 4 = 8 marks
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SECTION A – continued
TURN OVER

Blank manuscript for rough working if required.
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SECTION A – continued

This page is blank
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SECTION A – continued
TURN OVER

Part 2: Harmony

Question 4 – Music language – Structure of chords

(4 minutes silent working time)

From the tonic notes given, write the chords as indicated.

You may use either treble (G) or bass (F) clef for your answers.

Major
triad

Augmented
      triad

Dominant  7 Suspended 4
     half
diminished
    (m7/b5)

Major 7 minor
triad

7 × 1 = 7 marks
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Part 3: Rhythm

Question 5 – Aural perception – Transcription of rhythms

A short musical excerpt will be played five times.

A count-in will precede each playing.

Periods of silence after each playing are as follows.
Playings 1 and 2 – 15 seconds  Playings 3 and 4 – 30 seconds  Playing 5 – 1 minute and 30 seconds

A four-part score with notes missing from the middle two bars of the part labelled flute is printed below.

Write the rhythm only into the two blank bars (indicated by the square brackets) of the part labelled flute.

Flute

Acoustic guitar

Drums

Bass

2 × 4 = 8 marks

SECTION A – continued
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SECTION A – continued
TURN OVER

Blank manuscript for rough working if required.
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Part 4: Characteristics of a pre-recorded work

Question 6 – Aural perception and evaluation of the characteristics of a pre-recorded work

One musical excerpt (1’00”) will be played a total of six times.

There will be silent working time after each playing as indicated.

Excerpt selected from: ‘Jah March’ by Bomba on the CD Solar Plexus.

First playing of the excerpt (1’00”) – 30 seconds silence

Second playing of the excerpt (1’00”) – 2 minutes silence

a. Describe the role of two of the instruments (not including the vocals) in the excerpt.

 Role of instrument 1

 Role of instrument 2

SECTION A – Question 6 – continued

Due to copyright restriction, 
this excerpt is not supplied.



 11 2009 MUSPERGP EXAM

6 marks

Third playing of the excerpt (1’00”) – 2 minutes silence

b. Describe at least two rhythmic characteristics of the excerpt.

SECTION A – Question 6 – continued
TURN OVER
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6 marks

Fourth playing of the excerpt (1’00”) – 2 minutes silence
Fifth playing of the excerpt (1’00”) – 3 minutes silence

c. The excerpt presents two sections of the song. Describe differences between these two sections with 
reference to any two of the following. In your answer, do not refer to the vocalist(s).

• melody

• expressive devices

• texture

• harmony

 Make clear the elements of music to which you are referring. In your answer you may wish to use or 
include a chart or a diagram.

SECTION A – Question 6 – continued
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Sixth playing of the excerpt (1’00”) – 3 minutes silence

8 marks

END OF SECTION A
TURN OVER
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SECTION B – continued

During Unit 3, you studied factors related to presenting effective group performances.

• Identify the titles and composer(s)/performer(s) of two contrasting works that you prepared for performance 
and/or performed.

 Work 1

 Composer(s)/performer(s)

 Work 2

 Composer(s)/performer(s)

• List the instrumentation, including voice(s), of your group or ensemble. (Do not name its membership.)

• Identify the general style of your group or ensemble (for example: rock group, jazz trio, ‘traditional’ or 
‘classical’ string quintet, and so on).

• Identify the type of venue at which your group presented the performance about which you will answer 
Question 8. For example: school hall, town hall or outdoor performance at a private home. Do not name 
the school, suburb, city or town where the venue is located.

SECTION B – Aspects of performance

Instructions for Section B

Answer all parts of Questions 7 and 8 in pen or pencil.
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Question 7 – Aspects of performance – Performance environment

Describe how you and your group used the performance environment that you identified on page 14 to your 
best advantage. In your response you must address at least two issues. At least one of the issues must be from 
the following list.

• placement of instruments and/or equipment

• use of instruments and/or instrumental techniques

• use of music technologies

In your response, make clear the issues that are being discussed.

Issue 1

SECTION B – Question 7 – continued
TURN OVER
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SECTION B – continued

Issue 2

10 marks
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Question 8 – Aspects of performance – Presentation of and preparation for performance

In your rehearsals you worked to develop and present stylistically convincing performances of the two contrasting 
works that you identified on page 14.

Discuss two ensemble performance skills that you (personally) developed in order to present effective ensemble 
performances of both of the two contrasting works. In your response you must refer to at least two of the 
following.

• dynamic and tonal balance

• matters relating to historical and/or conventional interpretation

• leading and following

• matters relating to rhythm and tempo

Note: It is acceptable to write about the same performance skills for both works. Ensure that these works are 
contrasting.

 Make clear the performance skills to which you are referring; for example, by using subheadings.

Work 1

SECTION B – Question 8 – continued
TURN OVER
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Work 2

10 marks

END OF SECTION B
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SECTION C – Part-writing OR Improvisation

Instructions for Section C

Choose either Question 9 (Part-writing) or Question 10 (Improvisation) according to the option 
selected for study in Unit 4. Answer all parts of Question 9 or all parts of Question 10 in pen or 
pencil. Do not answer parts of Question 9 together with parts of Question 10.

EITHER

Question 9 – Part-writing

During Unit 4 you studied arrangement techniques used by professional arrangers. Identify the arranger or 
arrangers whose work you studied.

Arranger(s)

Briefly describe an arrangement you studied that was done by the arranger(s) – for example, ‘work in a swing 
style for saxophone and rhythm section’.

a. Identify three arrangement techniques used in the work you have identified (above).

 Arrangement technique 1

 Arrangement technique 2

 Arrangement technique 3

3 marks

b. With reference to the work you have identified, describe in detail ways the arranger(s) used two of the 
arrangement techniques you identified in part a. (above).

 Arrangement technique 1

SECTION C – Question 9 – continued
TURN OVER
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 Arrangement technique 2

8 marks

SECTION C – Question 9 – continued
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c. In Unit 4 you harmonised and arranged a melody in a selected style. Describe two arrangement techniques 
that you used to ensure that your arrangement was stylistic. In your answer you must refer to at least one 
of the following.

• roles of the instruments

• chord selection

• expressive devices (for example: dynamics, articulation, phrasing)

• rhythmic elements

 Arrangement technique 1

SECTION C – Question 9 – continued
TURN OVER
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SECTION C – continued

 Arrangement technique 2

12 marks
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OR

Question 10 – Improvisation

During Unit 4, you studied improvisation techniques used by professional musicians. Identify a musician or 
musicians whose work you studied.

Musician(s)

Briefly describe an improvised work that you studied that was performed by this musician(s) – for example, 
‘work in a jazz/rock style for solo wind instrument and rhythm section’.

a. Identify three improvisation techniques used by the musician(s) in the work you have identified 
(above).

 Improvisation technique 1

 Improvisation technique 2

 Improvisation technique 3

3 marks

b. With reference to the work you have identified, describe in detail the ways the musician(s) used two of 
the improvisation techniques you identified in part a.

 Improvisation technique 1

SECTION C – Question 10 – continued
TURN OVER



2009 MUSPERGP EXAM 24

 Improvisation technique 2

8 marks

SECTION C – Question 10 – continued
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c.  Discuss two improvisation techniques that you used to realise the style of your improvisation. In your 
answer you must refer to at least one of the following.

• note selection

• rhythmic elements

• expressive devices (for example: dynamics, articulation, phrasing)

• performance techniques

 Improvisation technique 1

SECTION C – Question 10 – continued
TURN OVER
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 Improvisation technique 2

12 marks

END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK
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