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VCE Australian and Global Politics
Frequently Asked Questions
1.
Are students able to study Units 3 and 4 of both Australian Politics and Global Politics?

Yes. Australian Politics and Global Politics are completely separate Units 3 and 4 sequences and students may study both. 

Australian Politics Units 3 and 4

2.
What is the time frame for the use of examples to illustrate the operation of the Australian political system?

Wherever possible, teachers should use current or recent examples to illustrate the institutions and processes of the Australian political system and Australian domestic and foreign policy. Each of the units contains the following statement about the contemporary nature of this study:

Australian Politics is contemporary in focus. While the focus of this study is the twenty-first century and current events, historical events, examples and illustrations may provide students with contextual understanding and may provide unique examples of the workings of the Australian political system.

3.
In Unit 3 Area of Study 2, how much detail is required in the teaching of the other democracy (United States of America or United Kingdom or Federal Republic of Germany or India)?

The other democracy chosen for Unit 3 Area of Study 2 does not need to be taught in great detail. Students will compare the strengths and weaknesses of another system and Australia and understand that there may be little uniformity in the structures and institutions of democratic nations. After completing Unit 3 Area of Study 1 students will have a clear understanding of the Australian political system, democratic values and principles and the democratic strengths and weaknesses of the Australian system. In Area of Study 2, students will compare these strengths and weaknesses with another democracy and consider an aspect that Australia might adopt to strengthen its democracy.

4.
Is it legitimate to conclude that the democracy of another system has nothing to offer Australia?

Students may conclude that another democracy has nothing to offer in terms of strengthening Australian democracy; however, this view must be justified in terms of the democratic principles and values which underpin democratic systems.

Unit 3 Area of Study 1 examines the nature of democracy and its most significant values and principles. These provide the benchmark for evaluating Australian institutions – as well as the other contemporary democracy in Area of Study 2. It covers the role and effectiveness of the electoral system, the Commonwealth parliament and the protection of democratic rights and freedoms in the Constitution. The coverage of the Constitution is reduced from the current study.

In Area of Study 2, the focus is on the democratic strengths and weaknesses of another democratic system – and what aspects of another system might be adopted by Australia. Aspects of the other system covered are: the electoral system, the legislative branch; protection of democratic rights and freedoms; political leadership and political parties.

Global Politics Units 3 and 4

5.
What is the time frame for using examples and case studies in Global Politics Units 3 and 4?

Global Politics is a contemporary study. The study design outlines a clear timeframe for Units 3 and 4. Examples and case studies used in each area of study should be from the twentyfirst century. While students may need some contextualising twentieth century background in order to understand particular case studies, teachers should ensure that examples used to illustrate the key knowledge are current.

Each unit contains the following on pages 34 and 40 of the study design:

This unit is concerned with contemporary issues and events. While these may have antecedents in issues and events before the twenty-first century, that students need to understand to contextualise contemporary global situations, focus needs to be on the twentyfirst century when choosing particular examples and case studies.

6.
What changes have been made to Unit 3 Area of Study 2, Power in the Asia-Pacific region, in the new study design?

There are two key changes from the previous study design in the area of study – Power in the Asia-Pacific region. Firstly, teachers must choose one state from Australia, China, Indonesia, Japan or United States of America rather than choose any state in the region. Secondly, the focus of the area of study is power within the region so that examples and case studies should focus on the Asia-Pacific region itself. There is a list of states and territories from where examples may be drawn on page 36 of the study design.

7.
In Unit 3 Area of Study 1, how many case studies of non-state actors have to be taught?

The key knowledge requires that teachers choose two case studies of actors but that these should be from different categories. For example, Amnesty International could be chosen from the category of human rights organisations and Greenpeace could be chosen from the category of environmental organisations. Students would then look at the aims and objectives, role, power and influence of each of these organisations. (The ‘Advice for teachers’ on page 75 of the study design contains examples of organisations in each of these categories.)

8.
In Unit 3 Area of Study 1 can students choose to study a human rights organisation (as one of our non-state actors) and then in Unit 4 Area of Study 1, Ethical issues, choose human rights organisations again?

Unit 3 Area of Study 1 provides students with the foundations for studying the global political arena through a study of Global Actors. They can then develop this knowledge further as examples or case studies in other areas of study. The outcome and the key knowledge and skills which underpin it will be the focus for the study of a particular global actor. In Unit 3 Area of Study 1, if students choose Amnesty International, they would be looking at its aims and objectives, role, power and influence. In Unit 4 Area of Study 1, students would be looking at its contributions to ethical debates.

9.
In Unit 4 Area of Study 2, if environmental degradation as a global crisis was chosen how many examples or case studies should be taught?

The key knowledge specifies that if you are choosing environmental degradation, you need to cover climate change, deforestation, desertification, resource exploitation and water supply. Examples which would cover each of these might be the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), rainforest destruction in Borneo, desertification in China, resource exploitation in Nigeria, the water crisis in Bangladesh.

10.
In Unit 4 Area of Study 2, how many examples of intra and interstate conflict should be taught?

Teachers should be guided by the key knowledge dot points and base their choice on the need to cover war as an instrument of state policy, intervention and occupation, peace-keeping, the notion of ‘just war’, prosecuting war and war crimes in international law. Examples are provided in the ‘Advice for teachers’ on page 83 of the study design.

11.
In Unit 4 Area of Study, how many case studies should be taught for state and non-state terrorism?

Teachers should note that as outlined in the key knowledge dot point that they must choose one group from two of the following categories: state terrorism, religious groups, alternative governments, anti-colonial groups, secessionist groups. Examples are provided in the Advice for teachers on page 83 of the study design.

12.
In Unit 4 Area of Study 2, how many organisations should be looked at when evaluating the role of the government as a stabiliser and regulator of last resort?

Teachers should note that they need to look at least one of the G20, the European Union, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) when evaluating the role of government as a regulator.
VCAA November 2011
3

