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VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies
Frequently Asked Questions
1.
Is there a requirement for a specific number of hours of outdoor experiences per unit?

Within the study design there is no specified number of hours for outdoor experiences, this is a school based decision. However, it should be noted that students must undertake outdoor experiences within each unit to be able to demonstrate achievement of the outcomes. Within each unit both the outcome statements and the key skills require students to reflect on their learning through outdoor experiences. This reflection is a requirement of satisfactory completion of a unit.

2.
How many outdoor environments is it recommended that students visit over the course of a year?

The study design does not specify the number of outdoor environments that should be visited for each unit; this is a school based decision. Teachers need to design a program that enables students to demonstrate the achievement of the outcomes and the key skills within each unit, which require students to reflect on their learning through outdoor experiences. The selection of outdoor environments must allow students to link their learning in relation to the outcome statement and the key knowledge to the specific outdoor environments visited.

3.
What outdoor experiences are suitable for VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies?

Information about the range of outdoor experiences has been identified in the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Study Design on page 7.

4.
How much time should be spent on each area of study?

In Units 1 and 2, the time allocated to each area of study is a school based decision. Teachers need to plan their program for each unit to ensure that sufficient time is allowed for all key knowledge and key skills to be addressed.

In Units 3 and 4 teachers should use the weighting of the assessment as a guide to how much time to spend on each area of study. For example, in Unit 4, the assessment weighting is 40 per cent for Area of Study 1 and 60 per cent for Area of Study 2. The time allocated to teaching each area of study should approximately reflect this weighting.

5.
In Unit 3 Area of Study 1, can students study environmental movements other than those listed?

The study design now provides a list of environmental movements and specifies that at least one from the list provided must be studied. The list is on page 19 of the study design.

This list does not preclude students studying other environmental movements related to outdoor environments visited; however, the expectation is that students will have studied at least one of the movements on the list provided.

6.
What resources are available to assist in the teaching about relationships with Australian outdoor environments expressed by specific Indigenous communities before and after European colonisation?

The VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies resource list (available on the VCAA website) provides links to a range of sources to assist with the teaching of this point of key knowledge. The resource list includes links to Indigenous cultural centres such as Brambuk in the Grampians National Park and Bangerang in Shepparton. There are also a number of useful websites such as Culture Victoria, the Melbourne Museum, Tourism Victoria, Yarra Healing and the Australian

Broadcast Corporation’s Mission Voices, all of which have access to video footage, podcasts and stories of Indigenous Victorians.

When studying Indigenous relationships with outdoor environments it is advisable to consult with the local Koorie community. The Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Inc (VAEAI) website provides a list of Local Aboriginal Education Consultative Groups (LAECGs) <www.vaeai.org.au/regions/index.html>. LAECGs are voluntary bodies that are made up of a broad range of local Koorie community members and at the local level play a significant role in providing the important links between Koorie communities and educational institutions.

7.
What level of detail is required when addressing the key knowledge relating to ‘social and political discourse’ in Unit 3 Area of Study 2?

The focus of this point of key knowledge is for students to examine the discourses – or conversations – that society has about specific environmental issues relating to climate change, water management, biosecurity and other environmental issues, rather than evaluating the issues themselves. Students should focus on analysing:

•
how the issue/s have been reported

•
the differing opinions on these issues

•
their own opinions about the issues and suggested actions

•
the impact of these discourses on contemporary societal relationships with outdoor environments.

8.
What conflicts of interest can be studied in Unit 4 Area of Study 2?

Students are expected to have studied at least two conflicts of interest relating to the use of outdoor environments. At least one of the conflicts must be from those listed in the study design on page 24. Students could also study other conflicts of interest relating to their local area or to an outdoor environment visited.

9.
Can a student satisfactorily complete a unit without undertaking outdoor experiences?

No. Participation in outdoor is essential to satisfy the Outcome Statement for each unit. In all units the Outcome Statements include ‘with reference to outdoor experiences’, this means that students must demonstrate a link between the knowledge and skills described in the outcome to their outdoor experiences.

The only exception to this would be if a student, because of reasons such as illness or injury or special personal circumstances, was granted special provision. For more information on special provision refer to the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook, Section 11.3 – Special Provision

School-based assessment.

10.
What resources can I use to teach VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies?

The VCAA has compiled an extensive resource list to support the teaching of VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies which is published on the VCAA website. Teachers are encouraged to provide suggestions for additional resources that could be added to the list.
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