VCE SOCIOLOGY

[image: image1.png]VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY




VCE Sociology
Frequently Asked Questions
1.
Why were particular theorists chosen?

The revised VCE Sociology Study Design has stronger emphasis on theory and theorists. Theory is integral to Sociology and will provide a rigorous interpretive framework for students. Theories were selected that had a best fit with an area of study. Where appropriate, different theories were selected for an area of study to show contrasting views. Making generalistations about theories in terms of schools of thought can be problematic and so at times specific theorists were selected as being important and influential examples of theories related to the area of study.

2.
How many indigenous or ethnic groups should students be familiar with in Unit 3?

Unit 3 Area of Study 1 focuses on Australian Indigenous culture. The introduction to this area of study states that students consider examples from Victorian Koorie culture and the wider Australian Indigenous culture to illustrate their investigation of culture. Further, it states that ‘students consider a range of significant examples from Victoria and other areas of Australia’ that highlight the suppression of Australian Indigenous culture in the past and Australian Indigenous responses to it, as well as Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples or groups supporting and/or limiting the increasing public awareness and perception of Australian Indigenous culture.

This means that in their course of study, students should explore both Victorian Koorie and wider Indigenous examples as related to the key knowledge. This does not lead to a specific number of groups that students need to be familiar with, but rather specific examples chosen to support the learning of the key knowledge and key skills.

Unit 3 Area of Study 2 focuses on Ethnicity. This includes general key knowledge related to ethnicity as well as the investigation of one specific ethnic group. In the general study, a range of examples drawn from different ethnic groups can be studied to illustrate or demonstrate, as appropriate to key knowledge.

3.
Can the same group be studied for Unit 3 Area of Study 2 (ethnicity) and Unit 4 Area of Study 1 (community)?

Yes. One approach is to study the same group for each area of study. Another approach is to study two different groups of people, one for ethnicity and one for community. It is important to recognise that distinct learning occurs in both areas of study. Viewing an ethnic group through the lens of community is different to viewing it through the lens of ethnicity and uses different theoretical perspectives.
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