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VCE Theatre Studies
Resources 2007–2014 (Updated August 2011)
Some of the print resources contained in this list may be out of print. They have been included because they may still be available from libraries, bookshops and private collections.

At the time of publication the URLs (website addresses) cited were checked for accuracy and appropriateness of content. However, due to the transient nature of material placed on the web, their continuing accuracy cannot be verified. Teachers are strongly advised to prepare their own indexes of sites that are suitable and applicable to the courses they teach, and to check these addresses prior to allowing student access.

BOOKS

Theatre history

Banks, RA 1998, Drama and Theatre Arts, Hodder Arnold [H&S], London, UK.

Brockett, OG & Ball, RJ 2003, The Essential Theatre, 8th edn, Wadsworth, London, UK.

Cassady, M 1997, Theatre: An Introduction, Contemporary Books, McGraw-Hill, Ohio, USA.

Corrigan, R 1992, The World of the Theatre, 2nd edn, WCB Publishers, Lincolnwood.

Crawford, J, Hurst, C & Lugering, M 1995, Acting in Person and in Style, 5th edn, William C Brown, McGraw-Hill, Boston, USA.

Griffiths, T & Woddis, C 1991, Bloomsbury Theatre Guide, Bloomsbury, London, UK.

Hartnoll, P & Brater, E 1998, The Theatre: A Concise History, Thames & Hudson, London, UK.

Harwood, R 1984, All the World’s a Stage, Methuen Publishing, London, UK.

Hodgson, T 1998, The Batsford Dictionary of Drama, Batsford, London, UK.

King, N 1984, Hulton Drama Series: Elizabethan Tragedy, Dufour Editions, Pennsylvania, USA.

King, N 1985, Hulton Drama Series: Classical Beginnings, Dufour Editions, Pennsylvania, USA.

King, N 1985, Hulton Drama Series: Elizabethan Comedy, Dufour Editions, Pennsylvania, USA.

King, N 1985, Hulton Drama Series: Modern Age, Hulton Educational, London, UK.

King, N 1985, Hulton Drama Series: Mystery and Morality, Dufour Editions, Pennsylvania, USA.

King, N 1985, Hulton Drama Series: Rakes and Rogues, Dufour Editions, Pennsylvania, USA.

King, N 1985, Hulton Drama Series: Victorian Scene, Dufour Editions, Pennsylvania, USA.

Nagler, AM 1959, A Source Book in Theatrical History, Dover Publications, New York, USA.

National Textbook Company 1999, Theatre: Art in Action, National Textbook Company, Lincolnwood.

National Textbook Company 1999, Theatre: Arts in Action: Teacher’s Manual, National Textbook Company, Lincolnwood.

Schiach, D 1987, From Page to Performance: A Study Book for Drama, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Southern, R 1964, The Seven Ages of the Theatre, Faber & Faber, London, UK.

Styan, J 1975, Drama, Stage and Audience, Cambridge University Press, New York, USA.

Wickham, G 1992, History of the Theatre, Phaidon Press, London, UK.

Wilson, E 1991, The Theatre Experience, 5th edn, McGraw Hill, New York, USA.

Woods, P 1992, Experiencing Theatre, Kendall Hunt, Dubuque.

Australian theatre

Brisbane, K 1995, The Future in Black and White: Aboriginality in Recent Australian Drama, Currency Press, Australia.

Carroll, D 1994, Australian Contemporary Drama, Currency Press, Sydney, Australia.

Fitzpatrick, P 1987, Williamson, Methuen, North Ryde, Australia.

Fotheringham, R 1987, Community Theatre in Australia, Methuen, North Ryde, Australia.

Gadaloff, J 1991, Australian Drama, The Jacaranda Press, Milton, QLD, Australia.

Gadaloff, J 1998, Spring Boards: Australian Drama 2, Jacaranda Press, Milton, QLD, Australia.

Hoepper, C & Taylor, P (eds.) 1995, Selected Readings in Drama and Theatre Education, IDEA ’95 Papers, NADIE publications, Brisbane, Australia.

Holloway, P 1987, Contemporary Australian Drama, Currency Press, Sydney, Australia.

Jones, L, Burstall, B & Garner, H 1998, La Mama: History of a Theatre, Penguin Books, Australia.

National Association for Drama in Education (NADIE), 1992, Aboriginal Education and Drama: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education and Studies, A Policy Statement and Guidelines for Drama Educators, QADIE, Wooloowin, Queensland, Australia.

Parsons, P 1995, Companion to Theatre in Australia, Currency Press, Sydney, Australia.

Parsons, P (ed.) 1997, Concise Companion to Theatre in Australia, Currency Press, Sydney, Australia.

Radic, L 1991, The State of Play: The Revolution of Australian Theatre since the 1960s, Penguin, Ringwood, Australia.

Rees, L 1978, A History of Australian Drama: Vol One: The Making of Australian Drama, Angus & Robertson, Australia.

Rees, L 1978, A History of Australian Drama: Vol. Two: Australian Drama in the 1970s, Angus & Robertson, Australia.

Williams, M 1983, Australia on the Popular Stage 1829–1929, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, Australia.

Asian drama

Cohen, D (ed.) 1993, The Circle of Life: Rituals from The Human Family Album, Harper Collins, San Francisco, USA.

Eckersley, M 1997, Drama From The Rim, Asian Pacific Drama Book, Drama Victoria Publications, Melbourne, Australia.

Ginn, V 1990, The Spirited Earth, Dance, Myth and Ritual – From South Asia to the South Pacific, Rizzoli, New York, USA.

Theatre styles

Arnott, P 1959, Introduction to the Greek Theatre, Palgrave Macmillan, UK.

Booth, M 1991, Theatre in the Victorian Age, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.

Darius, A 1996, The Commedia dell’Arte: An Introduction, Kolesnok Production Oy, Finland.

Dineen, J 1998, Living with the Gods, Chelsea House Publishers, New York, USA.

Doney, M 1996, World Crafts: Festivals, Franklyn Watts, London, UK.

Duchartre, P 1968, The Italian Comedy, Players Press, UK.

Fife, B et al. 1992, Creative Clowning, Players Press, UK.

Gordon, M 1983, Lazzi: The Comic Routines of the Commedia dell’Arte, Performing Arts Journal Publications, New York, USA.

Hattaway, M 2004, Elizabethan Popular Theatre: Plays in Performance, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London, UK.

McVicar, W 1987, Clown Act Omnibus, Meriwether Publishing Ltd, Colorado Springs.

Rudlin, J 1994, Commedia dell’Arte: An Actor’s Handbook, Routledge, New York, USA.

Scala, F 1989, Scenarios of the Commedia dell’Arte, Limelight Editions, New York, USA.

Shedlock, M 2004, The Art of the Story Teller, Kessinger Publishing, LLC, USA.

Stolzenberg, M 2004, Be a Clown, Sterling Juvenile Books, New York, USA.

General

Barker, C 1977, Theatre Games, Methuen, London, UK.

Burton, B 1991, Living Drama, Longman, Melbourne, Australia.

Galbraith, R 1991, You’re On: A Practical Course in Drama and Theatre Arts, Longman, Melbourne, Australia.

Gauntlett, M & O’Connor, B 1995, Drama Studies: An Introduction for Senior Students, Longman, Melbourne, Australia.

Johnstone, K 1989, Impro: Improvisation and the Theatre, Macmillan Education, Australia.

Neelands, J & Goode, T 2000, Structuring Drama Work: A handbook of available forms in theatre and drama, Cambridge University Press, UK.

Spolin, V 1986, Theatre Games for the Classroom: A Teacher’s Handbook, Northwestern University Press, Illinois.

Areas of stagecraft

Beck, R 1990, Stagecraft, 3rd edn, National Textbook Company, Lincolnwood, USA.

Griffiths, T 1990, Stagecraft: The Complete Guide to Theatrical Practice, 2nd edn, Phaidon Press, London, UK.

Acting

Appel, L 1982, Mask Characterisation: An Acting Process, Southern Illinois University Press, Carbondale.

Berry, C 1991, Voice and the Actor, John Wiley & Sons Inc, USA.

Brandstein, E & Lipari, J 1995, The Actor: A Practical Guide to a Professional Career, Plume, USA.

Colson, G 1988, Voice Production and Speech, 3rd edn, Longman, London, UK.

Greenspon, J 1998, VGM’s Career Portraits: Acting, National Textbook Company Publishing, Lincolnwood, USA.

Harrop, J & Epstein, SR 2000, Acting with Style, 3rd edn, Allyn & Bacon, USA.

Linklater, K 1976, Freeing the Natural Voice, Drama Book Publishers, New York, USA.

Linklater, K 1992, Freeing Shakespeare’s Voice: An Actor’s Guide to Talking the Text, Theatre Communications Group, New York, USA.

McEvoy, S 2000, Shakespeare: The Basics, Routledge, UK.

Monroe, HF 1980, 200 Years of Great Theatrical Personalities on Stage, Mayflower Books, New York, USA.

Moore, S 1979, Training an Actor: The Stanislavski System in Class, Penguin Books, Australia.

Reynolds, P 1992, Shakespeare: Text into Performance, Penguin, USA.

Rockwood, J 1992, The Craftsmen of Dionysus: An Approach to Acting, Applause Books, New York.

Rodenburg, P 2004, Speaking Shakespeare, Palgrave Macmillan, USA.

Rolfe, B 1977, Behind the Mask, Personabooks, California, USA.

Southworth, J, 2000, Shakespeare the Player: A life in the Theatre, Sutton Publishing, UK.

Tanner, FA 1996, Creative Communication, 5th edn, Clark Publishing, Idaho, USA.

Tanner, FA 2004, Basic Drama Projects, 8th edn, Perfection Learning, USA.

Pettengill, R & Abel, L 2001 Theatre: Art in Action, McGraw-Hill, Glencloe.

Costume

Blum, S 1974, Victorian Fashions and Costumes from Harper’s Bazaar 1867–1898, Dover Publications, New York, USA.

Blum, S (ed.) 1978, Ackermann’s Costume Plates: Women’s Fashions in England 1818–1828, Dover Publications, New York, USA.

Bruhn, W & Tilke, M 2004, A Pictorial History of Costume, Dover Publications, New York, USA.

Cassin-Scott, J 1994, An Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Costume and Fashion, 1550–1920, Cassell Illustrated.

Holt, M 1998, A Phaidon Theatre Manual: Costume and Make-Up, Phaidon Press, London, UK.

Johnson, J (ed.) 1991, French Fashion Plates of the Romantic Era, Dover Publications, New York, USA.

Laver, J 1995, Costume and Fashion: A Concise History, Thames & Hudson, London, UK.

Racinet, A 1987, Racinet’s Full-Color Pictorial History of Western Costume, Dover Publications, New York, USA.

Ribeiro, A & Cumming, V 1997, The Visual History of Costume, Quiet Specific Media Group.

Directing

Spolin, V 1985, Theatre Games for Rehearsal: A Director’s Handbook, Northwestern University Press, Illinois, USA.

Lighting

Reid, F 2001, The Stage Lighting Handbook, 6th edn, Macmillan Education, Australia.

Playwrights

Betsko, K & Koenig, R 1987, Interviews with Contemporary Women Playwrights, Beech Tree Books, New York, USA.

Vogler, C 1998, The Writer’s Journey: Mythical Structure for Storytellers and Screenwriters, Michael Wiese Productions, Studio City, USA.

Set design and properties

Gillette, J 1998, Theatrical Design and Production, Mayfield Publishing, Mountain View.

Holt, M 1998, A Phaidon Theatre Manual: Stage Design and Properties, Phaidon Press, London, UK.

Thurston, J 1990, The Prop Builder’s Mask-Making Handbook, Betterway Publications, Virginia, USA.

Stage management

Menear, P & Hawkins, T 1998, A Phaidon Theatre Manual: Stage Management and Theatre Administration, Phaidon Press, London, UK.

Theatre practitioners

Artaud, A 1998, The Theatre and Its Double, Grove Press, USA.

Bablet, D 1966, Edward Gordon Craig, Heinemann, London, UK.

Barber, S 2003, Antonin Artaud: Blows and Bombs, Creation Books, London, UK.

Benedetti, J 2004, Stanislavski: An Introduction, Routledge, London, UK.

Boal, A 1985, Theatre of the Oppressed, Theatre Communications Group, New York, USA.

Boal, A 1995, The Rainbow of Desire: The Boal Method of Theatre and Therapy, Routledge, London, UK.

Boal, A 2002, Games for Actors and Non-Actors, Routledge, London, UK.

Brecht, B & Willett, J (trans) 1994, Brecht on Theatre: The Development of an Aesthetic, Hill & Wang, New York, USA.

Brook, P 1968, The Empty Space, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, UK.

Esslin, M 1977, Brecht: A Choice of Evils, 4th edn, Methuen, London, UK.

Esslin, M 1980, The Theatre of the Absurd, 3rd edn, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, UK.

Esslin, M 1990, Antonin Artaud: The Man and his Work, John Calder, London, UK.

Fuegi, J 1995, The Life and Lies of Bertolt Brecht, Flamingo, London, UK.

Grotowski, J 1981, Towards a Poor Theatre, Methuen, London, UK.

Hayman, R 1977, Artaud and After, Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK.

Richards, T 1995, At Work with Grotowski on Physical Actions, Routledge, London, UK.

Roose-Evans, J 1990, Experimental Theatre: From Stanislavski to Peter Brook, Routledge, London, UK.

Schutzman, M & Cohen-Cruz, J 1994, Playing Boal: Theatre, Therapy, Activism, Routledge, London, UK.

Sellin, E 1975, The Dramatic Concepts of Antonin Artaud, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, USA.

Stanislavski, C 1978, Creating a Role, Theatre Arts Books, New York, USA.

Stanislavski, C 1980, An Actor Prepares, Methuen, London, UK.

Stanislavski, C 1989, Building a Character, Theatre Arts Books, New York, USA.

Walton, JM 1983, Craig on Theatre, Methuen, London, UK.

Willett, J 1977, The Theatre of Bertolt: A Study From Eight Aspects, Eyre Methuen, London, UK.

Willett, J 1978, The Theatre of Erwin Piscator, Methuen, London, UK.

JOURNALS

ADEM, Australian Drama Education Magazine, Drama Australia, Brisbane, Australia.

Arts, Carclew Youth Performing Arts Centre, North Adelaide, Australia.

Directions: National Guide to Tertiary Education in Performing Arts, Carclew Youth Arts Centre, North Adelaide, Australia.

Lowdown, Drama Australia, Brisbane, Australia.

Mask, Drama Victoria Publication, Melbourne.

NJ, The Journal of Drama Australia, Drama Australia, Brisbane, Australia.

Stage Whispers, Premonitions Publications, Monbulk, Australia.

AUDIOVISUAL

There are a number of catalogues available that contain large lists of suitable videos for historical styles and conventions, acting and stagecraft.

Art Matters: Dramatic Styles, Department of Employment, Education and Training, 1998, Melbourne.

Art Matters: Theatre Studies examination monologue, Department of Employment, Education and Training, 1998, Melbourne.

Videos from:

Hush Video Marketing

PO Box 277

Floreat WA 6014

Tel/Fax: 61 8 9383 7636.

Marcom Projects

PO Box 4215

Loganholme Qld 4129

Tel: (07) 3801 5600

Fax: (07) 3801 5662

Augusto Boal and Theatre of the Oppressed in Rio de Janeiro, 53 minutes.

BBC Shakespeare Series, BBC.

Commedia dell’Arte, Antonio Fava, 53 minutes.

Directors Interpretation, Australia 1995, 15 minutes.

Henrik Ibsen, Channel Four, 59 minutes.

Mask, Kriszta Bodonyi, 54 minutes.

Mime, Kriszta Bodonyi, 54 minutes.

Physical Theatre: Butoh and Beyond, 53 minutes.

Playing a Part: The Process of Creating Drama, Appleseed Productions.

Playing Shakespeare, RM Associates (series of 9 videos).

Staging Greek Tragedy, University of Warwick, 28 minutes.

Staging Roman Comedy, University of Warwick, 37 minutes.

The Oresteia, by Peter Hall, 236 minutes.

The Renaissance Stage, University of Warwick, 40 minutes.

The Restorations Stage, University of Warwick, 46 minutes.

The Theatres of Asia: An Introduction, 50 minutes.

Training at Grotowski’s ‘laboratorium’ in Wroclaw, 90 minutes.

CD-ROMs
Encarta, 1996 (Macintosh), 1999 (IBM) Microsoft.

Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1999 (Macintosh and IBM).

Library of The Future 3rd Edition, 1994 (Macintosh and IBM) World Library Inc, full length plays (including complete works of Shakespeare).

Romeo and Juliet, 1995, BBC Educational, Attica Cybernetics, Harper Collins, UK.

Stagestruck, 1999 (IBM and Mackintosh) NIDA, Sydney.

The Crucible, 1998.

The Arena CD-ROM.

WEBSITES

Theatre forms/theatre figures/stagecraft

Antonin Artaud

Antonin Artaud
www.levity.com/corduroy/artaud.htm
Articles of Artaud’s work.

Commedia

A Commedia Page
www.commedia-dell-arte.com/
Commedia links page

The Red Hat: A Commedia dell’arte scenario, Jeff A Suzuki

www.math.bu.edu/people/jeffs/scenario.html
Costume

The Costume Site, Milieux Internet Services

www.milieux.com/costume/
Richard Finkelstein, Richard’s Guide to Online Costume History Resources
www.artslynx.org/theatre/costume.htm
Dramaturgy

The Dramaturgy Pages
www.dramaturgy.net/dramaturgy/
Greek

Classical Drama Sites
www.webcom.com/shownet/medea/cldrama.html
Classical Drama links

Greek Drama, Rivendell Educational Archive

www.watson.org/%7Eleigh/athens.html
Greek Drama – Playwrights, poets and mythologies

Kabuki

Kabuki: Traditional Theatrical Arts
Asian Studies Network Information Centre, University of Texas

www.asnic.utexas.edu/asnic/countries/japan/kabuki.html
Medieval

NetSERF: The Internet Connection for Medieval Resources
The Catholic University of America

www.netserf.org
The Labyrinth: Resources for Medieval Studies
Georgetown University

www.georgetown.edu/labyrinth/
Playwrights

www.doollee.com

Free online guide to modern playwrights and theatre plays

Surrealism

Cusimano, J Cusimano: Metaphysical Surrealist Artist

www.cusimano.com/artist/surreal/index.htm
Vaudeville

American Variety Stage, Vaudeville and Popular Entertainment 1870–1920

The Library of Congress

www.lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/vshtml/vshome.html
Brown, L Federal Theatre, Melodrama, Social Protest and Genius

www.lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/fedtp/ftbrwn00.html
William Shakespeare

Mr William Shakespeare and the Internet

/www.shakespeare.palomar.edu/
The Ever Reader: Online magazine of the Shakespeare Oxford Society

www.everreader.com/
The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust

www.shakespeare.org.uk/
Features study materials, history, play texts, literary criticism and the Archive of the Royal Shakespeare Company

Online libraries

New York Public Library for the Performing Arts
New York Public Library,

www.nypl.org/research/lpa/lpa.html
Performing Arts
Digital Librarian

www.digital-librarian.com/performing.html
The WWW Virtual Library
Theatre and Drama

www.vl-theatre.com/
ORGANISATIONS

Australian Copyright Council

3/245 Chalmers Street

Redfern NSW 2016

Tel: (02) 9318 1788

Fax: (02) 9698 3536

Website: www.copyright.org.au
Australian Writers’ Guild

8/50 Reservoir St

Surry Hills NSW 2010

Tel: (02) 9281 1554

Fax: (02) 9281 4321

Website: www.awg.com.au/
Cinemedia Access Collection

222 Park Street

South Melbourne Vic 3205

Tel: (03) 9929 7040

Fax: (03) 9929 7027

Website: www.acmi.net.au/lending.htm
Drama Australia

PO Box 15163

Albert Street

Brisbane Qld 4002

Ph: (07) 3875 5725

Fax: (07) 3875 6868

Website: www.dramaaustralia.org.au
Drama Victoria

Abbotsford Convent

1 St Heliers Street

Abbotsford Vic 3067

PO Box 373

Abbotsford Vic 3067

Tel: (03) 9419 2766

Fax: (03) 9419 4830

Website: www.dramavictoria.vic.edu.au
National Institute for Dramatic Arts [NIDA]

Sydney NSW 2052

Tel: (02) 9697 7600

Performing Arts Museum

100 St Kilda Road

Melbourne Vic 3004

Tel: (03) 9281 8194

Fax: (03) 9281 8530

Regional Arts Victoria

147 Liardet Street

Port Melbourne Vic 3207

Tel: (03) 9644 1800

Fax: (03) 9646 3832

Website: www.rav.net.au
Victorian Drama League (script rental library)

3rd Floor, Ross House

247 Flinders Lane

Melbourne Vic 3000

Tel: (03) 9663 4222

Website: www.home.vicnet.net.au/~vicdrama/
Victorian Writers’ Centre

First Floor, Nicholas Building

37 Swanston Street

Melbourne Vic 3000

Phone: (03) 9654 9068

Fax: (03) 9654 4751

Website: www.writers-centre.org
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