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STUDY SUMMARY
CLASSICAL STUDIES 2010–2014
The accreditation period for VCE Classical Studies ends on 31 December 2014.
Please Note: This study summary comprises excerpts from the VCE Classical Studies Study Design. The summary is not a substitute for the VCE Study Design. Users are advised to consult the VCAA website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/classical/classicalindex.html) to view the full accredited Study Design and other resources. 
Rationale

What is a hero? What is beauty? What makes a leader? What is the nature of war? Ancient Greece and ancient Rome confronted many of the questions that we still grapple with today. VCE Classical Studies explores the literature, history, philosophy, art and architecture of ancient Greece and Rome. Students examine classical works that have captivated and inspired generations. These works explore love and devotion, as well as the cost of anger and betrayal. In presenting ideas about fate and freedom, VCE Classical Studies deepens understanding of what it means to be human.

Classical societies have exerted a powerful influence on Western civilisation. These ancient worlds are both familiar and strange. Reflections of ourselves can be seen in the myth of Troy, the Olympic Games, the drama festivals of ancient Greece and the struggles in the Roman senate. Classical Studies also reveals other ways of being. Many of the values reflected in classical works differ from our own. Their spirit of inquiry creates rich opportunities to learn about the past and provide a window on the present.

VCE Classical Studies is a multidisciplinary study. Students develop skills in textual and art analysis, constructing arguments, challenging assumptions and thinking creatively. These skills are valuable for further study and work as they are readily transferable across a range of disciplines.

Defining ‘Classical’

For the purposes of this study design, ‘Classical Studies’ is the study of the two great classical societies in the Western tradition, Greece and Rome. In Greece, the rise of Greek society is traced from the late Bronze age to the Hellenistic age. The chief focus is the fifth century BC. In Rome, the late Republic and the Empire under the Julio-Claudian and Flavian dynasties into the second century AD are the focus of study.
Structure
The study is made up of four units:

Unit 1: Mythical worlds

Unit 2: Classical imaginations

Units 3 and 4: Classical worlds 
Each unit contains between two and four areas of study.
Entry
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. 
Unit 1: Mythical worlds
This unit explores the myths of ancient Greece and/or ancient Rome. Mythic narratives were used to explain the physical world, the foundation of institutions and aspects of daily life. The deeds of Theseus, the wrath of Achilles, the epic voyages of Odysseus and Aeneas are tales that have entranced countless generations. Women such as Helen, Clytemnestra and Dido hold enduring fascination. Greek and Roman myths combine love and war, the monstrous and the human. They examine the nature of the individual and key aspects of society. As archaeological methods developed over time, sites such as Troy and Knossos were explored by pioneers of archaeology for evidence to explain the possible historical basis of particular myths. Myths were commonly represented in a range of forms including epic, sculpture, tragedy, vase and wall painting and mosaics. They were transmitted through festivals, religious rituals, art and architecture.

In this unit, teachers select the classical works and secondary sources to be used by the students.

Unit 2: Classical imaginations
This unit examines classical works across time. It begins with the study of classical Greek and/or Roman society through an exploration of intellectual and material culture. Classical works offer a means of exploring social and political life in classical antiquity. What does Homer reveal about the heroic code? How does Thucydides portray Athens during the Peloponnesian War? How does Sallust capture the demise of the Roman republic? How does Tacitus depict Roman political life over a century later? What do works of architecture such as the Parthenon and the Colosseum reveal about the societies in which they were produced?

The reception of these classical works extends beyond antiquity into the present. The cultural achievements of the classical world have fired the imagination for centuries. The works of classical artists and writers have provided reference points for subsequent generations to emulate, transform or react against. In this way, classical works are subject to constant re‑imagining.

In this unit, teachers select the classical works and secondary sources to be used by the students.

Unit 3 and 4: Classical worlds
Units 3 and 4 have two identical areas of study and outcomes. Students study selected works from the Classical Works lists for each unit. These units enable student classicists to engage with the intellectual and material culture of classical Greece and/or Rome. Students work with translations rather than the Ancient Greek or Latin. Analysis of individual works enables students to engage with ideas that are explored by particular writers and artists. Students evaluate the techniques used to present these concepts. They evaluate the relationship between the work and its socio-historical context. Through comparison of classical works, students consider ways in which different writers and artists dealt with the same concept. Such analysis reveals the changing nature of the classical world.
Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit. 
Levels of Achievement

Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. 
Units 3 and 4

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. In the study of VCE Classical Studies students’ level of achievement will be determined by School-assessed Coursework and an end-of-year examination.
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE Classical Studies are as follows:
• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• End-of-year examination: 50 per cent.
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