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VCE English/English as a Second Language

Units 1 and 2: 2007 Support Material
	Area of study 2: Creating and presenting

Selected context: Exploring and presenting themes or ideas

Example: The idea of justice


Introduction
The key aim of this support material is to encourage students to reflect on the ways in which writers have made language choices in their exploration of the selected idea: The idea of justice. Students focus on the ways in which the idea of justice is explored and presented in a number of texts. Texts include a set class text/s, plus a range of shorter texts which the students may select for study after teacher consultation and approval. Student writing is the focus of this outcome and students also apply skills relating to the way that language shapes knowledge and understanding to the production of a range of their own texts designed to illuminate the idea of justice for a range of purposes and audiences.
Student writing should clearly draw on the study of set texts. Students may also create some texts that draw on ideas developed as a result of reading texts, but which do not draw on these texts explicitly.
Refer to pages 14–15 and 19–20 of the English/ESL VCE Study Design for full details of the focus of the area of study, a description of the outcome and key knowledge and skills.

The following is not intended to outline a plan for teaching the entire area of study. Teachers may wish to select from some of the suggestions, activities and assessment tasks outlined below. The Advice for English teachers and Advice for ESL teachers sections in the English/ESL VCE Study Design also provide examples of learning activities for this Area of study.
Timing
To complete some of the suggested activities outlined below, students need time for:

· class and group discussion and exploration of the idea of justice, informed by reading and viewing a range of texts
· research and preparation of materials (drawn from the suggested reading lists and/or selected with teacher consultation) for presenting in one or more of the selected tasks
· consultation with teacher during the research and text creating and presenting process.

Overview of a range of possible activities
Students should be provided with the opportunity to undertake a range of activities. They should also be provided with the opportunity to write in a range of forms, and to choose a form appropriate to the audience, purpose and context of the text/s they are creating and presenting.
Suggested activities outlined below include opportunities for:

· participating in small group and whole class discussion
· making notes in response to text analysis and class discussion
· completing appropriate research, including reading and viewing a range of texts
· writing a personal, reflective response, including reading and viewing a range of texts
· constructing written and/or multimodal text/s
· contributing a response to ideas raised in at least one other class member’s written or multimodal text (e.g. posting a comment on a blog or community discussion board)

Examples of set text/s
For the achievement of Outcome 2 in each unit, students read and study at least one set text or its equivalent in a collection of shorter set texts. These texts are set by the school for Units 1 and 2.
Students are encouraged to read widely to support the achievement of all outcomes.
Examples of texts which could be used in addition to the set text/s to support an exploration of the idea of justice could include print, non-print and multimodal texts such as novels; drama; poetry; short-stories; hyperfiction; websites; media texts; CD-ROMs; speeches; narrative film and documentaries; television drama; illustrated children’s fiction; song lyrics; scripts for film radio or television; and oral presentations.

Wide ranging discussion of the ideas informing an understanding of justice could begin with a discussion of texts that are already ‘familiar to students’, such as Rabbit Proof Fence or The Divine Wind. Examples of set text/s for more focused study might include:

	Set text
	Euripides’ Medea


	Additional texts
	Guy de Maupassant’s ‘A Vendetta’
www.online-literature.com/maupassant/295/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/justice


	A class set of newspapers of each of an Australian tabloid and a broadsheet paper (published on the same day). Alternatively, if there is easy access to computers and the Internet, students could be directed to the following websites:

www.theage.com.au/
www.news.com.au/heraldsun
www.theaustralian.news.com.au/



Additional reading could be suggested for study by individuals or groups of students in preparation for assessment tasks. Students may also suggest texts suitable for exploring the idea of justice.

Examples of additional reading and additional teacher references are listed at the end of this material.

Activities
Introductory activities
Students begin their exploration by considering the idea of justice in the context of their own experience, reading and discussion.

Discussion begins with asking students to consider an incident from their own lives, or represented in the media or a text they have read or viewed and pose and respond to questions. These might include ‘What is justice?’ and ‘How do we know that justice has been achieved?’ At this early stage, students should be free to consider the concept of justice in any applicable context. The class may go on to consider later whether there is one definition of justice that is true for all circumstances.

Initial discussion could take place in groups (about 10 minutes) and then individual groups report back to whole class. Students could represent links between related words and ideas with arrows or circles. If technology is available, a snapshot of the class’ findings could be made and saved as a file which could then be emailed to, or downloaded by, each class member.

Using a computer and data projector, the class could be directed to look at the wikipedia entry on justice <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/justice> and discuss the ideas raised in this entry. Some discussion about symbols of justice may also be useful at this point; the teacher may want to look at some images of classical depictions of justice such as those on the following websites:
www.symbols.net/justice/
http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/themis.html
	Activity

Write a description about a time when you were a victim of injustice OR when you were witness to an injustice.

The incident of injustice may have occurred within the school, home or local environment.

Your account should be in the form of a word sketch or a mini short story.

You may choose to write from a first or third person perspective.

The aim of this task is to explain the nature of the injustice and to bring to life the various emotions associated with the act of injustice.


	Activity – Compiling a glossary

Students should be encouraged to compile a glossary of key terms throughout their exploration of the chosen idea.

Key terms to consider:

Justice
Victim
Revenge
Injustice
Perpetrator
Retribution
Crime
Bystander
Punishment
Honour
Morals
Fairness
Shame
Ethics
Equality
Guilt
Good and Evil
Rules and codes
Betrayal
Restitution
The Law




Reading, creating and presenting text/s
Media texts
Use either a class set of hard copies of each of a tabloid and a broadsheet newspaper or 
e-copies of the daily papers.
Ask small groups of students to examine reports of news items from any section of the paper (local, national and/or world, business and/or sport) and select two or three items which, in the group’s opinion, have secured a place in the paper because the item concerns an aspect of justice. Similarly, students should look at the Opinions/Editorial section of the papers and select one opinion item written by a member of the readership (in the Letters to the Editor section) and one opinion item written by an ‘expert’ (this might be a senior reporter, the Editor or an invited commentator). Each item should present a point of view about a matter concerned with justice. Each student should complete the following chart and then a summary discussion could be held at the end of the lesson in which general findings about the nature of reporting of matters concerning justice are examined.
	Activity:

Read your selected newspaper item and then make notes about each item, using the table below:

Title of piece, name of paper and date of publication

Text type (e.g. report, Letter to the Editor, opinion column, editorial)

What aspect of justice or injustice has been noted in this item? (Use dot points)

Which words in the text have been chosen to create an emotional response in the reader?




Students may draw on discussions of their own experiences, and experiences represented in familiar texts and their reading of current newspaper articles to pose questions about the idea of justice.

In addition to questions raised by students, teachers could use some of the following questions suggested below to guide students through the exploration of the set texts. These questions could also help to form the basis of some responses produced by the students.
· What is justice?

· Is there a universal definition of justice?

· How do we know when justice has been achieved?

· What role do religions, laws and declarations etc. have in ensuring that justice is maintained?

· Does the idea of justice vary over time, place and society?

· What strategies have humans put into place to ensure justice for individuals and for society as a whole?
· What are some of the structures, features and conventions of some of the texts about Justice you have studied, and how do they shape the way their creators explore ideas about violence?
Set text: Medea
An introduction to the set text will involve providing contextual understanding of the text studied and exploring its relationship to the selected idea. If, for example, Medea has been selected to explore the idea of justice, the class could be briefly introduced to the world of Ancient Greece and Ancient Greek Theatre (for easy reference, use some of the websites noted in the additional reading or use information from the Victorian Association of the Teaching of English text support notes). Offer a brief outline of some of the Medea myths and explain that the version written by Euripides is just one version written with particular purposes in mind; for example, to take some of his peers to task for their purported arrogance towards each other and the Gods.

Medea could be read aloud as a class. Students could underline key passages that relate to the focus questions which have emerged as a result of discussion.

The first complete reading should be followed by some class discussion about the issues raised by the play and the way in which the play raises questions about the notion of justice. Students could also look at, for example, the ways Euripides uses the Chorus to shape the way we understand the idea of justice in the play. 
The class could then be divided into groups to prepare for one or both of the following activities.
	Activity

Hold a forum on the topic ‘Medea is a monster and Jason is a fool’. The class could be divided into four groups with each group having responsibility to present a point of view on different aspects of the topic (using evidence from the text to support or refute the sentiments expressed in the topic). Although students work in small groups to research evidence from the text and prepare their group’s ‘case’, each student is expected to make an oral contribution, as part of the group presentation, in the final forum.

OR

Hold a debate on the topic ‘Medea’s actions are justifiable’. The class could be divided into half and thus help the speakers prepare their cases. After the debate, the audience could be encouraged to ask further questions of the speakers.



Additional texts may be selected for further exploration of the ways ideas of justice are presented. For example: as a class, read Guy de Maupassant’s short story, ‘A Vendetta’ and discuss the way in which de Maupassant represents the idea of justice, and how he uses the conventions of the short story to explore his ideas. For example, how does the narrator position the reader to view the mother’s revenge?
Creating and presenting assessment tasks 
Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to create and present texts taking account of audience, purpose and context.
Students draw on knowledge gained from their study to create their own written and/or multimodal texts in a process which includes planning, reviewing and editing. Student writing should display understanding of the idea of justice, as well as of relevant textual structures, features, and conventions.
Assessment tasks for each of Units 1 and 2 Outcome 2 should include a collection of three to five texts created for the selected Context.
The following are suggestions for ways students might draw on the knowledge gained from this study to create and present their own multimodal and written text/s exploring both the idea of justice and the ways the structure, features, and conventions of texts shape the ways their creators explore ideas about justice. 
In some cases, an individual student may choose to take sole responsibility for a whole multimodal text or a small group of students may choose to work together on the production of a more complex text. In the latter case, each group member should have a distinct responsibility for a particular area of research, writing and production and be assessed individually.
Individuals and/or small groups may present their finished texts to the class offering an oral commentary on both the presentation decisions they have chosen to make in order to communicate their findings clearly to the designated audience AND how their views on the idea of justice have shifted as a result of their research and the production process.

Students may also create a range of texts for their collection, including essays, scripts for film, radio, stage or television, poetry, short stories, illustrated children’s fiction, hyperfiction, websites, media texts and CD-ROMs. In creating texts, students should consider how they will use the structures, features, and conventions of their chosen form. For example, if choosing to create a web blog, they might consider how they might create a relevant persona, or several personae.
Students could select from the following tasks as part of their collection of 3–5 texts. Teachers should indicate the expected length of the task and assessment descriptors.
Statement of intention

Students may be encouraged to prepare a Statement of Intention, reflecting the ways they have drawn on texts studied to inform their own writing, in terms of the selected form, content and language choices. When working as a group, each member should submit a separate Statement of Intention, also indicating their area of responsibility and contribution to the finished text so that students may be individually assessed.
Sample assessment tasks
	Text 1: Webpage

Create a webpage (using HTML, Microsoft Publisher, Macromedia Dreamweaver or other suitable software) which allows readers to learn how texts you have chosen to explore illuminate the idea of justice.

On your webpage, you could include a synopsis of the plot of the story (for novels, plays and films) as well as an outline of the role and function of the key characters. You may comment on the structural features of the text and the ways that each of these features contributes to the communication of the central themes of the texts. If you are examining poetry, you may wish to comment on the context in which the poem was written, the key themes of the poems and the way in which language choices and structuring of words and ideas work to communicate the poets’ key ideas.

You are expected to ensure that hyperlinks work smoothly to facilitate easy access to the ideas communicated on each of your own pages; you are also free to create hyperlinks to suitable associated sites on the world wide web. 

You are free to choose fonts, images, sound files, symbols and colour to support and enhance the communication of your ideas. 

Your specific responses to the focus questions may be included as a separate page. 
If you are working as a group, each member should have distinct areas of responsibility for researching and preparing material on two texts to contribute to the webpage as a whole. 
Please ensure that any material chosen by you for use on your own webpage is properly acknowledged on a separate page which you should entitle ‘Bibliography’. Here you should include website addresses for any material you have copied from the world wide web (produced by authors other than yourself) as well as including the usual details of author, publisher, date of publication etc. (as per a traditional bibliography) for quotations and/or other material from hard copy or non-print texts that you may have used in the construction of your webpage.



	Text 2: Multimodal text: Blog
Create a blog to be posted on your school intranet (please negotiate how to do this with your information and communications technology staff).

In the construction of this blog, you should consider the impact of font, colour and layout choices on the communication of your key ideas.
Your blog should represent some of the ideas about justice you explored in your selected texts. Although you do not need to refer to the texts explicitly, you should take the opportunity to create a blog that presents diverse views in imaginative and interesting ways from a range of points of view. You may wish to adopt a variety of different personae.
You should post information in such a way as to elicit feedback and interchange about the idea of justice. You are expected to monitor and respond appropriately to the resulting discussion. If you wish to include an appropriate Vblog component, you may do so.



	Text 3: Media text: Feature magazine article
Create a feature magazine article exploring an aspect/s of the idea of justice you have encountered during your reading.
You should draw on the structures, features and conventions of texts you have studied, and consider their impact on the communication of your key ideas.



Students may also be asked to write an imaginative narrative. For example:
	Text 4: Imaginative text: Short story
Create an imaginative short story in which you consider some of the ideas about justice you have gained from your reading. For example, you could explore whether sometimes the price of justice is too high, or some of the causes of injustice.

You should consider how you could model your own writing on some of the structures, features and conventions used by the creators of some of the texts you have read.

You might, for example, think about how you will use the narrative voice to position your reader to think about justice in certain ways, as de Maupassant does in his short story, or how you might use images as Jane Harrison does in Stolen to convey injustice.




Additional reading
Film texts

Cry Freedom (Director: Richard Attenborough)

Evil Angels (Director Fred Schepisi)
Goodnight and Good Luck (Director: George Clooney)

Osama (Director: Siddiq Barmak)
Rabbit Proof Fence (Director: Phillip Noyce)
Ten Canoes (Director: Rolf de Heer)
The Dunera Boys (Director: Ben Lewin)

Twelve Angry Men (Director: Sidney Lumet)
Yolgnu Boy www.yolnguboy.com/directory/htm/index.html
Television series

‘Law and Order’
‘Silent Witness’
‘Spooks’ (BBC series)
Novels
Atwood, Margaret, The Handmaid’s Tale

Christie, Agatha, Poirot series
Day, Marele, Claudia Valentine Series

Disher, Garry, The Divine Wind

Lee, Harper, To Kill a Mockingbird

Leon, Donna, Commissario Guido Brunetti series

Orwell, George, Animal Farm

Wiesel, Elie, Night
Short stories

Bird, Carmel, ‘Automatic Teller’
Weller, Archie, ‘Going Home’

Poetry

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’

Oodgeroo of the tribe Noonuccal, ‘Last of his tribe’
Owen, Wilfred, ‘Dulce et Decorum est’

Soyinka, Wole, Telephone Conversation
Plays

Miller, Arthur, The Crucible
Harrison, Jane, Stolen
Additional teacher references
Ancient Greek theatre reference sites
http://academic.reed.edu/humanities/110Tech/Theater.html 
(explanatory site on ancient Greek theatre)

http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/spd130et/ancientgreek.htm
(online introductory course to ancient Greek theatre)

www.gpc.edu/~shale/humanities/literature/world_literature/euripides.html
(Euripides homepage)

www.thiasos.co.uk/
(Thiasos Theatre company site)

www.theatrehistory.com/ancient/bates018.html
(Summary and analysis of the play)

www.pantheon.org/articles/m/medea.html
(Brief outline of the Medea myth)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medea
(Wikipedia entry with good links to related material)

http://ablemedia.com/ctcweb/netshots/medea.htm
(background plus some teaching and learning strategies)

How to make a webpage
www.make-a-web-site.com/
www.wam.umd.edu/~toh/HowToMakeAWebPage.html
www.kidsturncentral.com/topics/computers/htmakewp.htm
www.webpage-maker.com/
www.ehow.com/how_14523_create-web-page.html
(how to make webpages using Dreamweaver)

Blogs, vlogs and podcasting
www.boutell.com/newfaq/creating/cblog.html
www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/askbruce/articles/browse/makeblog_1.shtml
(BBC’s background to blogs)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vlog
(Wikipedia’s explanation of vlogs)

http://radio.about.com/od/podcastin1/a/aa030805a.htm
(Explanation of Podcasts and easy to follow steps for creating one)
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