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STUDY SUMMARY
ENGLISH/ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Units 1–2: 2007–2014; Units 3–4: 2008–2014
The accreditation period has been extended until 31 December 2014.
Please Note: This study summary comprises excerpts from the VCE English/English as a Second Language Study Design. The summary is not a substitute for the VCE Study Design. Users are advised to consult the VCAA website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/english/index.html) to view the full accredited Study Design and other resources. 
Rationale

The English language is central to the way in which students understand, critique and appreciate their world, and to the ways in which they participate socially, economically and culturally in Australian society.

The study of English encourages the development of literate individuals capable of critical and imaginative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. The mastery of the key knowledge and skills described in this study design underpins effective functioning in the contexts of study and work as well as productive participation in a democratic society in the twenty-first century.

The study design draws on interstate and international models and reflects recent developments in the study of English. Students will continue the learning established through the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) in the key discipline concepts of texts and language, and the dimensions of reading, writing, speaking and listening.

This study design will assist teachers to implement an English curriculum that is interesting and challenging for students with a wide range of expectations and aspirations. Teachers have the opportunity to select texts which will reflect the needs and interests of their students. The study of texts focuses on creating and analysing texts, understanding and interpreting texts, and moving beyond interpretation to reflection and critical analysis.
Structure
The study is made up of four units. Each unit contains between two and four areas of study.
Entry
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. 
Eligibility for English as a Second Language (ESL) status at Units 1 and 2 level is a matter for school decision. At Units 3 and 4 level students need to meet the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority criteria for enrolment in ESL. Schools should refer to the current year’s VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook for advice about student eligibility for ESL in Units 3 and 4. ESL students undertake the study as outlined in the Study Design. Schools should note where different requirements for ESL students are indicated. VCE English as a Second Language is suitable for students who will typically have English language proficiency at a minimum International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 4 level or its equivalent.
TEXT SELECTION FOR UNITS 1 AND 2

English students

Where Units 1 and 2 are taken as a sequence, students must read and study at least four set texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2 in Units 1 and 2. For the achievement of Outcome 1 in each unit, students must read and study at least one set text. For the achievement of Outcome 2 in each unit, students must read and study at least one set text or its equivalent in a collection of shorter set texts. At least one set text in each unit should be an imaginative print text such as a novel, a play or a collection of short stories or poetry.

ESL students

Across the Unit 1 and 2 sequence, ESL students must read and study at least three set texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2 in Units 1 and 2. For the achievement of Outcome 1 in each unit, ESL students must read and study at least one set text. For the achievement of Outcome 2, Unit 1, students must read and study at least one set text or its equivalent in a collection of shorter set texts. For the achievement of Outcome 2, Unit 2, students should read and study a range of shorter texts selected by the school. At least one set text in each unit should be an imaginative print text such as a novel, a play or a collection of short stories or poetry.

All students

For all students, no more than one of the set texts may be a film text. Other multimodal and/or non-print texts may be used to supplement studies of print texts. At least one of the set texts must be by an Australian or about Australians. Students are encouraged to read widely in both Units 1 and 2 in order to support the achievement of all outcomes.
Unit 1
The focus of this unit is on the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, in order to comprehend, appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and interpreted. Students will develop competence and confidence in creating written, oral and multimodal texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2.

Unit 2
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding to an expanded range of text types and genres in order to analyse ways in which they are constructed and interpreted, and on the development of competence and confidence in creating written, oral or multimodal texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2.
TEXT SELECTION FOR UNITS 3 AND 4

English students

Across the Units 3 and 4 sequence, English students must read and study at least four selected texts. The term ‘selected text’ refers to a text chosen from the Text List published annually by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in the VCAA Bulletin. For the achievement of Outcome 1 in each unit, students must read and study at least one selected text from Text 
List 1. For the achievement of Outcome 2 in each unit, students must read and study at least one selected text from Text List 2. At least one of the selected texts in each unit should be an imaginative print text such as a novel, a play or a collection of short stories or poetry.

ESL students

Across the Units 3 and 4 sequence, ESL students must read and study at least three selected texts. The term ‘selected text’ refers to a text chosen from the Text List published annually by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in the VCAA Bulletin. For the achievement of Outcome 1 in each unit, ESL students must read and study one selected text from Text List 1. For the achievement of Outcome 2, Unit 3, students must read and study at least one selected text from Text List 2. For the achievement of Outcome 2, Unit 4, students should read and study a range of shorter texts selected by the school. At least one of the selected texts in each unit should be an imaginative print text such as a novel, a play or a collection of short stories or poetry.

All students

For all students, no more than one of the selected texts may be a film text. Other multimodal or non-print texts may be used to supplement studies of print texts. A film text may be selected from either Text List 1 or Text List 2 for study in Area of Study 1 or Area of Study 2, but not for study in both areas of study. Students are not permitted to write on more than one film in the examination. At least one of the selected texts should be by an Australian or about Australians. Students are expected to read widely in order to support the achievement of all outcomes.
Unit 3

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding both orally and in writing to a range of texts.

Students analyse how the authors of texts create meaning and the different ways in which texts can be interpreted. They develop competence in creating written texts by exploring ideas suggested by their reading within the chosen Context, and the ability to explain choices they have made as authors. A list of prescribed Contexts will be published annually in the VCAA Bulletin.

Unit 4
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts in order to analyse their construction and provide an interpretation. Students create written or multimodal texts suggested by their reading within the chosen Context and explain creative choices they have made as authors in relation to form, purpose, language, audience and context.
Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit. 
Levels of Achievement

Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. 
Units 3 and 4

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. In the study of VCE English and English as a Second Language students’ level of achievement will be determined by School-assessed Coursework and an end-of-year examination.
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE English and English as a Second Language are as follows: 
• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• End-of-year examination: 50 per cent.
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