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STUDY SUMMARY
FOUNDATION ENGLISH 2007–2014
The accreditation period has been extended until 31 December 2014.

Please Note: This study summary comprises excerpts from the VCE Foundation English Study Design. The summary is not a substitute for the VCE Study Design. Users are advised to consult the VCAA website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/foundationeng/engfoundationindex.html) to view the full accredited Study Design and other resources. 
Rationale

The Foundation English course is designed for students who may require a more vocationally orientated approach to English or may be aiming to directly enter the workforce upon completing their post-compulsory secondary studies. It may also be suited to students who need additional time and assistance to strengthen and refine their literacy skills to support their study in VCE English/ESL, VCE Literature, or VCE English Language Units 1–4 and in other VCE studies.

The study design draws on and strengthens the skills gained and the knowledge students have acquired about texts and language in the English domain of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. It integrates speaking, listening, reading, viewing and writing across all areas of study to enhance students’ knowledge about the structures and functions of written and oral language. The course allows students to improve their skills in comprehending and responding to a variety of texts, and to enhance their communication skills.

Foundation English may be viewed as a bridging course into the VCE or for students completing technically orientated courses, as well as providing an opportunity for students to develop stronger connections between the Employability Skills Framework and Key Competencies and their English studies. There are various pathways that students may follow after completing Foundation English Units 1 and 2. Some students may proceed to VCE English/ESL, VCE Literature, or VCE English Language Units 1 and 2 and subsequently to Units 3 and 4 in any of the English group studies. Alternatively, after completing Foundation English Unit 1, students could proceed to English/ESL, Literature, or English Language Unit 2 and from there to Units 3 and 4 in one of the English group of studies. It is also possible, but less likely, that a student could proceed directly from Foundation English Units 1 and 2 to English/ESL, Literature, or English Language Units 3 and 4. It should be noted that no more than two units at Units 1 and 2 level selected from Foundation English, English/ESL, English Language or Literature may count towards the English requirement. Further details on the VCE English requirement are published in the current year’s VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook. 
Structure
The study is made up of two units: Unit 1 and Unit 2.
The Foundation English course is designed around one compulsory area of study, Essentials of English, and five optional areas of study from which one must be selected for study in each unit. These areas of study are not discrete. Each contains aspects of other areas of study and the modes of language – speaking and listening, reading and writing – define the outcomes, key knowledge, key skills and learning activities in all areas of the course.

There is a compulsory area of study in both Units 1 and 2:

Area of Study 1: Essentials of English.

Two of the following areas of study must be selected, one in each of Units 1 and 2.

Area of Study 2: Communication and the workplace

Area of Study 3: Technology and communication

Area of Study 4: The study of texts

Area of Study 5: The analysis and construction of argument

Area of Study 6: Information literacy.
Entry
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1 and 2. 
Units 1 and 2
Area of Study 1: Essentials of English
This area of study focuses on developing learning strategies and literacy skills. It describes the fundamental understandings and processes students need in order to read and write effectively and identifies learning strategies designed to enhance achievement in English.

Unit 1 or 2
Area of Study 2: Communication and the workplace
This area of study focuses on developing the skills of effective workplace communication. It describes the ways in which students comprehend, compose and respond to oral and written texts in the context of the workplace.

The area of study includes the examination of the structures, features and conventions of different oral and written work-related texts. Students focus on the process of planning, drafting, editing and proofreading, with particular emphasis on the conventions of spelling, punctuation and syntax. Emphasis is placed on the clarity, coherence, and appropriateness of work-related texts. Students learn techniques for active listening, note-taking and oral communication. 
Area of Study 3: Technology and communication
This area of study focuses on strategies for using information and communications technology to enhance and improve students’ knowledge of the structures and features of various information technologies. It examines strategies for using the technologies to explore, record, process and present ideas and information. Students consider the importance of the four phases of the technology process: investigation, design, production and evaluation; with the emphasis on using technology for a range of purposes. Students use a selection of technologies to present and produce information, solve communication problems and communicate with others. Students also develop broader literacy skills in relation to the range of texts explored.
Area of Study 4: The study of texts
This area of study focuses on developing the skills required to read a range of texts, including literary, factual, media, multimodal, visual and everyday texts, and develop oral and written responses.

This area of study involves the reading and interpretation of a range of texts. Students explore strategies and techniques for reading and interpreting different texts. They examine the structures and features of a range of short texts such as poems, prose fiction, plays, films, newspaper articles, CD-ROMs, children’s picture books, instructional texts and reference materials, and consider the ways readers respond to and make meaning from texts. This area of study includes strategies for making oral and written responses to texts with an emphasis on the language and techniques necessary for interpreting and comparing texts.

Area of Study 5: The analysis and construction of argument
This area of study focuses on developing the ability to analyse the oral and written arguments of others, and the skills to structure a logical and supported argument of one’s own, orally and in writing.

The area of study includes an examination of the structures and features of a range of argumentative or persuasive texts, including non-print texts, constructed for different purposes and audiences. Students explore strategies for reading, viewing or listening to persuasive texts. They examine the persuasive techniques used by writers and speakers, and the language required to talk about and to analyse persuasive texts. Students compare and contrast different types of arguments to highlight the similarities and differences of texts constructed for particular purposes and audiences. They also explore techniques for constructing a written analysis of an argument and for presenting a reasoned point of view orally. 

Area of Study 6: Information literacy
This area of study focuses on developing in students the ability to recognise the need for credible information in an age when sources are becoming more varied, in some cases transient and increasingly multimodal. Students learn the strategies necessary to access that information, and to evaluate and synthesise to communicate for a given purpose and audience.

Students are encouraged to recognise that accurate and complete information is the basis for effective and informed decision making. Students develop skills in information literacy – the ability to understand and interpret information rather than merely reproduce it – as an essential aspect of effective communication. 
Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit. 
Levels of Achievement

Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. 
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