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STUDY SUMMARY
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 2006–2011
The accreditation period has been extended until 31 December 2011.
Please Note: This study summary comprises excerpts from the VCE International Politics Study Design. The summary is not a substitute for the VCE Study Design. Users are advised to consult the VCAA website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/intpolitics/intpoliticsindex.html) to view the full accredited Study Design and other resources. 
Rationale

In the twenty-first century, political decisions and actions taken by individuals, groups, organisations and governments are increasingly global in their impact. International Politics will enable students to understand and reflect on contemporary national and international political issues, problems and events, and the forces that shape them. The study offers students the opportunity to engage with key political, social and economic issues, to become more informed citizens, voters and participants in their local, national and international communities.

The study includes the development of a conceptual framework within which students develop an understanding of the exercise of national and international political power. Consideration is given to the values and motivations that drive the exercise of political power, and the ways in which this power can benefit or undermine the welfare of individuals, groups and states.

Students will develop the knowledge and skills to identify the influences and events that shape national and international relationships. They investigate and analyse information from a range of sources, to clarify and inform their conclusions about issues which affect their lives, and which have ramifications for the lives of future generations.

The study of International Politics prepares students for further formal study at tertiary level or in vocational education and training settings, as well as broadens students’ knowledge of, and ability to participate in, key global issues.

Structure
The study is made up of six units:
Unit 1: Politics, power and people

Unit 2: The global picture

Units 3 and 4: National politics

Unit 3: Democracy in the making

Unit 4: The challenge of power

Units 3 and 4: International studies

Unit 3: Global issues and conflicts

Unit 4: International relations

Each unit contains between two and four areas of study.
Entry
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. 
Unit 1: Politics, power and people
This unit introduces students to the study of politics by considering key concepts and ideas including representation, citizenship, power and democracy. Students analyse the exercise of political power by comparing a democratic with a non-democratic system. Consideration is given to mechanisms that legitimise the exercise of political power and the ways in which this legitimacy can be undermined.

Students consider the ideologies that underpin political structures and interactions, and the ways in which ideologies affect the exercise of political power. Students also consider the nature and context of leadership through the study of a significant post-World War II political leader.

Unit 2: The global picture
This unit focuses on the nature of contemporary international relations and the events that shaped them. Students develop an understanding of key terms and concepts, and consider factors which influence international relationships and the role of states. Students also investigate the way a selected state (or group of states) is able to exercise power internationally and a contemporary international conflict or area of instability.

Units 3 and 4: National politics

National politics offers students the opportunity to critically examine the Australian political system and compare the political systems of Australia and the United States. Students examine the nature of the two systems and the key domestic and foreign policy issues and challenges facing them. 

Unit 3: Democracy in the making
Central to politics is the exercise of power by individuals, groups and institutions. This unit provides an overview of Australia’s ‘Washminster’ system of government with its influences from the United Kingdom’s and the United States’ systems of government. Students undertake a comparative study of the political systems of Australia and the United States by considering values, ideologies, structures and institutions. This comparative study provides a context for Area of Study 2, which focuses on aspects of the Australian system that could be reformed to better fulfil democratic values. Students explore possible reforms to the Constitution, parliament, the electoral system, the federal system and the relationship between the three branches of government.

Unit 4: The challenge of power
Elections provide political parties with the opportunity to articulate policies to the electorate. Despite the fact that governments may be given an electoral mandate to implement policy, the realities of politics make policy-making a difficult and uncertain process. This unit considers the influences on Australian federal policy-making and implementation. It also considers contemporary challenges to Australian domestic and foreign policy. In terms of the policy-making process, foreign policy is unique.

In contrast to domestic policy, little needs to be legitimised through legislation. Students consider the various influences on federal policy-making, including the executive and legislative branches, the bureaucracy, public opinion, the media, social movements and interest groups. Students investigate a specific Australian domestic policy issue and the ways in which it is presented by the media. Students also analyse the key elements of Australia’s foreign policy and factors which affect its formulation and implementation.
Units 3 and 4: International studies

International studies explores contemporary international issues. Unit 3 investigates recent global politics and incorporates a detailed examination of the concepts of globalisation and internationalism. It examines the nature of con ict in the post-Cold War world, including consideration of concepts such as ‘superpower’, ‘terror’ and ‘terrorism’ in the post September 11 world. Unit 4 focuses on the Asia-Paci c region and Australia’s interaction with the international community. It examines the concept of power and the way that states within the Asia-Pacific region use power in their relations with each other as they pursue their national interest. Unit 4 concludes with a study of Australian foreign policy including an examination of the nature of Australia’s position in the region and the world.
Unit 3: Global issues and conflicts
This unit investigates recent global politics and the nature of conflict since the end of the Cold War. The unit begins with an examination of the concepts of globalisation and internationalism and the increasing interdependence of people and societies across a range of economic, cultural and security matters. Students explore increasingly complex notions of national interest, sovereignty, autonomy and independence. They undertake a study of the nature of conflict in a post-Cold War world no longer divided into two ideological blocs. They examine the changed nature of the conflicts based upon tensions which may be religious, ethnic, economic or nationalist. Many of these conflicts have been fought within the new context of global terrorist networks.

Unit 4: International relations
While internationalism and globalisation have had a significant impact on the Asia-Pacific region, this unit focuses primarily on the interactions between states which remain the dominant form of political organisation. The unit begins with a study of the concepts of national interest and power and the way states use power in the Asia-Pacific region. Australia’s position in the region, and the world, and the way in which it has asserted its national interest is then investigated.
Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit. 
Levels of Achievement

Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. 
Units 3 and 4

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. In the study of VCE International Politics students’ level of achievement will be determined by School-assessed Coursework and an end-of-year examination. 
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE International Politics (for both National Politics and International Studies) are as follows: 
• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• End-of-year examination: 50 per cent.
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