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Introduction

The online version of the VCE International Politics Assessment Handbook 2006-2011 contains assessment information for both school-based assessment and the examinations in International Politics and advice for teachers on how to construct assessment tasks. Advice on matters related to the administration of VCE assessment is published annually in the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook and monthly in the VCAA Bulletin. Teachers must refer to these publications for current advice.

Please note that the online Assessment Handbook differs in appearance to the printed version. Updates to the online Assessment Handbook are published in the VCAA Bulletin VCE, VCAL and VET. 

Be advised that there may be minor errors in the contents list above due to software version differences.

National Politics Assessment Advice

Unit 3: Democracy in the making

School-assessed Coursework

Teachers will provide to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) a score for each outcome in a unit, which represents an assessment of the student’s achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the level of performance of each student on the outcomes for the unit specified in the study design. Teachers must select assessment tasks from the designated list for each outcome published in the study design.

Assessment tasks should be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and should not add unduly to student workload. Assessment tasks should be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe. The overall assessment program for the unit should include a variety of assessment task formats, include provision for authentication of student work and take into account the overall workload for students.

School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes in Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the student’s Study Score for National Politics.

Outcome 1

Compare and contrast the political systems of Australia and the United States in terms of ideologies, structures and the extent to which they uphold democratic values. 

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3. It will be assessed by one or more tasks, which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test 

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· demonstrate knowledge of the values, ideas, social and historical contexts of the Australian and United States political systems including reference to the British system

· compare and contrast Australian and United States political institutions including the federal system, presidential and prime ministerial leadership, the executive, the legislature, the judiciary, the electoral system and political parties

· analyse and evaluate the extent to which the Australian and United States political systems uphold democratic values

· identify the key challenges and pressures confronting each system

· define and use key concepts and ideas relating to government

· interpret information and draw conclusions

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.

Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 1

Compare and contrast the political systems of Australia and the United States in terms of ideologies, structures and the extent to which they uphold democratic values.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and detailed understanding of the Australian and United States political systems in terms of the underpinning ideologies, values and structures of each system. Sophisticated analysis and evaluation of the extent to which both systems uphold democratic values. Detailed and relevant examples of issues, challenges and pressures facing each system are applied to support critical analysis. Many key comparisons and contrasts are presented. Very sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to representative government. 


	31–40 marks
	Detailed understanding of the Australian and United States political systems in terms of the ideologies, values and structures of each system. Clear analysis and evaluation of the extent to which both systems uphold democratic values. Relevant examples of issues, challenges and pressures facing each system are presented and applied to support the analysis. A number of comparisons and contrasts are presented. Sophisticated understanding and use of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to representative government.

	21–30 marks
	Some detailed understanding and knowledge of the Australian and United States political systems in terms of the underpinning ideologies, values and structures of each system. Some analysis and evaluation of the extent to which both systems uphold democratic values. Some examples of issues, challenges and pressures facing each system are presented and applied to support the analysis. Some comparisons and contrasts are discussed. General understanding and use of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to representative government.

	11–20 marks
	Some understanding and knowledge of the Australian and United States political systems in terms of the ideologies, values and structures of each system. Some attempt to explain the extent to which both systems uphold democratic values. Examples of issues, challenges and/or pressures facing each system are presented but may lack relevance. Some similarities and differences are explained. Some understanding and use of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to representative government.

	1–10 marks
	Reference is made to the Australian and United States political systems in terms of ideologies, values and/or structures of each system. Little or no attempt to present an analysis and evaluation of the extent to which both systems uphold democratic values. Limited reference to issues, challenges and/or pressures facing each system is made. Few similarities and differences are explained. Limited understanding or use of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to representative government.


Outcome 2

Critically analyse Australian political institutions, consider the need for and the merits of continuity and change, and identify forces that promote or resist change. 

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3. It will be assessed by one or more tasks, which will contribute a total of 50 marks.
Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test 

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· demonstrate an understanding the concept of democracy and democratic values 

· analyse and evaluate the extent to which Australian political structures and institutions fulfil democratic values and reflect contemporary Australian society

· demonstrate an understanding of extent to which the Australian political system has undergone change and the forces that can effectively resist or promote change

· identify possible changes that would improve the working of the Australian political system and present a detailed description of one possible area of change.

· define and use key concepts and ideas relating political change

· interpret and draw conclusions

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.

Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 2

Critically analyse Australian political institutions, consider the need for and the merits of continuity and change, and identify forces that promote or resist change.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and sophisticated knowledge and understanding of the concept of democracy, democratic values and the structure of the Australian political system. Thorough and relevant application of key concepts to the critical analysis and evaluation of the extent to which Australian political structures and institutions fulfil democratic values. Very detailed knowledge of the extent to which the Australian political system has undergone change and the forces that can effectively resist or promote change. Relevant and key examples of possible changes that would improve the workings of the Australian political system and a sophisticated analysis of one possible area of change. Very sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to reform of political systems.


	31–40 marks
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the concept of democracy, democratic values and the structure of the Australian political system. Relevant application of key concepts to the critical analysis and evaluation of the extent to which Australian political structures and institutions fulfil democratic values. A detailed knowledge of the extent to which the Australian political system has undergone change and the forces that can effectively resist or promote change. Relevant and key examples of possible changes that would improve the workings of the Australian political system and a sophisticated analysis of one possible area of change. Sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to reform of political systems.

	21–30 marks
	Some detailed knowledge and understanding of the concept of democracy, democratic values and the structure of the Australian political system. Application of some key concepts to the critical analysis and evaluation of the extent to which Australian political structures and institutions fulfil democratic values. Satisfactory knowledge of the extent to which the Australian political system has undergone change and the forces that can effectively resist or promote change. Relevant examples of possible changes that would improve the workings of the Australian political system and a satisfactory analysis of one possible area of change. Some understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to reform of political systems.

	11–20 marks
	Some knowledge and understanding of the concept of democracy, democratic values and the structure of the Australian political system. Some explanation of the extent to which Australian political structures and institutions fulfil democratic values. Some knowledge of the extent to which the Australian political system has undergone change and the forces that can effectively resist or promote change. Reference is made to some examples of possible changes that would improve the workings of the Australian political system and a limited analysis of one possible area of change. Some use of a few key concepts, ideas and terms relating to reform of political systems.


	1–10 marks
	Reference is made to the concept of democracy, democratic values and/or structure of the Australian political system. Some reference is made to key concepts in a description of the ways in which Australian political structures and/or institutions fulfil democratic values. Limited explanation of the extent to which the Australian political system has undergone change and the forces that can effectively resist or promote change. Few examples of possible changes that would improve the workings of the Australian political system but no one area is examined in detail. Some reference to key concepts, ideas and/or terms relating to reform of political systems is made. 


Unit 4: The Challenge of Power

School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes in Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the student’s Study Score for International Politics.

Outcome 1

Understand Australian federal policy formulation and implementation processes, and analyse factors which affect these processes, and critically evaluate a selected domestic policy issue.

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of the 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4. It will be assessed by one or more tasks which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test 

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· demonstrate an understanding of the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in policy formulation and implementation

· demonstrate an understanding of the policy positions of the opposition and other political parties

· analyse and evaluate the influence of public opinion, social movements, interest groups, lobbyists and the media on policy making

· recognise and evaluate the influence of domestic and international factors that affect domestic policy making

· describe the nature and context of a contemporary policy issue including the way it is presented by the media 

· define and use key concepts and ideas relating to domestic policy making and implementation 

· interpret and draw conclusions

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.
Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 1

Understand Australian federal policy formulation and implementation processes, and analyse factors which affect these processes, and critically evaluate a selected domestic policy issue.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and sophisticated understanding of the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in policy formulation and implementation. Very thorough understanding of the key policy positions of the opposition and other political parties. Sophisticated analysis and evaluation of the key domestic and international factors and forces that influence domestic policy making. Selection of a relevant contemporary policy issue with a perceptive description of the nature and context of the issue including the way it is presented by the media. Very sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation. 

	31–40 marks
	Detailed understanding of the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in policy formulation and implementation. Thorough understanding of the policy positions of the opposition and other political parties. Well-developed analysis and evaluation of the key domestic and international factors and forces that influence domestic policy making. Selection of a relevant contemporary policy issue with a clear description of the nature and context of the issue including the way it is presented by the media. Sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation


	21–30 marks
	Some detailed understanding of the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in policy formulation and implementation. Satisfactory understanding of the policy positions of the opposition and other political parties. Some attempt to analyse and evaluate the key domestic and international factors and forces that influence domestic policy making. Selection of a contemporary policy issue but with a general description of the nature and context of the issue and the way it is presented by the media. Some understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.

	11–20 marks
	Some understanding of the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in policy formulation and implementation. Some understanding of the policy positions of the opposition and other political parties. Limited analysis and evaluation of domestic and international factors and forces that influence domestic policy making. Selection of a contemporary policy issue but with a superficial description of the nature and context of the issue and the way it is presented by the media. Limited understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.

	1–10 marks
	Limited understanding of the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in policy formulation and implementation. Limited understanding of the policy positions of the opposition and other political parties. Some description of domestic and international factors and forces that influence domestic policy making. Selection of a contemporary policy issue with little or no reference to the nature and context of the issue and the way it is presented by the media. Limited use of key concepts, ideas and/or terms relating to policy making and implementation


Outcome 2

Understand the nature and influences on Australian foreign policy-making, and the key elements and challenges facing Australian foreign policy.

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of the 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4. It will be assessed by one or more tasks which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test 

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· demonstrate an understanding of Australian foreign policy objectives
· demonstrate an understanding of the role of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Trade, Prime Minister, cabinet, the parliament, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, foreign aid and overseas delegations
· recognise the differences between the making of domestic and foreign policy
· analyse and evaluate the impact on Australian foreign policy of factors and issues including Australia’s domestic politics, human rights, refugees, regional relationships, international opinion, international conflict, trade and economic blocs
· define and use key concepts and ideas relating to foreign policy making and implementation 

· interpret and draw conclusions

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.
Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 2

Understand the nature and influences on Australian foreign policy-making, and the key elements and challenges facing Australian foreign policy.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and sophisticated understanding of Australian foreign policy objectives. Very thorough understanding of the role of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Trade, Prime Minister, cabinet, the parliament, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, foreign aid and overseas delegations. Comprehensive and detailed explanation of the differences between the making of domestic and foreign policy. Insightful and comprehensive analysis and evaluation of the impact on Australian foreign policy of a range of relevant domestic and international factors and forces. Very sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.


	31–40 marks
	Detailed understanding of Australian foreign policy objectives. Thorough understanding of the role of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Trade, Prime Minister, cabinet, the parliament, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, foreign aid and overseas delegations. Clear and well-developed explanation of the differences between the making of domestic and foreign policy. Clear analysis and evaluation of the impact on Australian foreign policy of a range of relevant domestic and international factors and forces. Sophisticated understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.

	21–30 marks
	Some detailed understanding of Australian foreign policy objectives. General understanding of the role of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Trade, Prime Minister, cabinet, the parliament, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, foreign aid and overseas delegations. General explanation of the differences between the making of domestic and foreign policy. Some analysis and evaluation of the impact on Australian foreign policy of a range of relevant domestic and international factors and forces. Some understanding of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.

	11–20 marks
	Some understanding of Australian foreign policy objectives. Some understanding of the role of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Trade, Prime Minister, cabinet, the parliament, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, foreign aid and overseas delegations. Some recognition of the differences between the making of domestic and foreign policy. Some reference is made to the impact on Australian foreign policy of a limited number of domestic and international factors and forces. An attempt is made to use key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.

	1–10 marks
	Limited understanding of Australian foreign policy objectives. Limited understanding of the role of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Trade, Prime Minister, cabinet, the parliament, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, foreign aid and overseas delegations. Limited recognition of the differences between the making of domestic and foreign policy. Brief reference is made to the impact on Australian foreign policy of domestic and/or international factors and forces. Limited use of key concepts, ideas and terms relating to policy making and implementation.


Examination

End-of-year written examination – Units 3 and 4

The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will also be determined by an end-of-year examination.

The end-of-year examination will contribute 50 per cent to the Study Score.

Duration: Two hours.

Date: end-of-year, on a date to be published annually by the VCAA.

Description

All outcomes in Units 3 and 4 will be examined. All of the key knowledge and skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable.

Students will complete the examination using a question and answer booklet.

Approved materials

Students sitting for examinations are permitted to bring normal stationery into the examination. This includes pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, sharpeners and rulers.

Correction (white out) liquid/tape and blank sheets of paper are not allowed in any examination.

Assessment criteria

The examination will address all of the criteria. All students will be examined against the following criteria.

1. Understanding and appropriate use of key terms and concepts.

2. Use of evidence to support arguments and evaluation.

3. Knowledge and understanding of the Australian and United States political systems.

4. Analysis of the arguments for continuity and change in the Australian political system.

5. Evaluation of Australian federal domestic policy formulation and implementation.

6. Evaluation of Australian foreign policy formulation and implementation.

The examination will be set by a panel appointed by the VCAA..
The examination will be marked by a panel of assessors appointed by the VCAA. 

National Politics Assessment Support Materials and Further Resources

Introduction

School-assessed Coursework provides schools with the opportunity to make their own administrative arrangements for the internal assessment of their students.

It also provides individual study teachers with the opportunity to:

· select from the range of designated assessment tasks in the study design

· develop and administer their own assessment program for their students.

School-assessed Coursework provides teachers with the opportunity to:

· monitor the progress and work of their students

· provide important feedback to the student

· gather information about the teaching program.

Students should know in advance how and when they are going to be assessed and the conditions under which they will be assessed.

Assessment tasks should be part of the teaching and learning program. For each assessment task students should be provided with the:

· type of assessment task and approximate date for completion

· time allowed for the task

· allocation of marks

· nature of any materials they can utilise when completing the task

· opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Following an assessment task:

· teachers can use the performance of their students to evaluate the teaching and learning program

· a topic may need to be carefully revised again prior to the end of the unit to ensure students fully understand the key knowledge and skills required in preparation for the examination.

Feedback provides students with important advice about which aspect or aspects of the key knowledge they need to learn and in which key skills they need more practice.

Scope of tasks

An assessment task provides teachers with a way of ‘sampling’ the knowledge and skills of students. It is not possible or desirable to measure all of the key knowledge and skills related to the outcome or area of study. The key knowledge and skills should not be used as a checklist for determining the achievement of outcomes, and assessment tasks do not have to be lengthy to make a judgment about the student’s level of performance on the outcome.

Designing the assessment tasks

Designing the assessment task is an important part of the teaching, learning and assessment process. The assessment task needs to provide the opportunity for all students to demonstrate the highest level of performance on the outcome. Teachers need to design an assessment task that is representative of the content (key knowledge and skills underpinning the outcome), capable of being completed within a short period of time and mainly in the classroom. Section 2 of this handbook provides advice on task design for each Unit 3 and 4 outcome. Performance descriptors are also provided for each outcome to assist teachers in making a judgment about the student’s level of performance on the outcome.

The following information presents one approach to developing an assessment task. It involves integrating the requirements of the study design, the advice in Section 2 of this publication and student learning activities. The approach is presented as a sequence of steps.

Making assessment part of teaching and learning

Step 1: Define the parameters of an outcome and its assessment task
This involves:

· Listing the key knowledge and skills that will be assessed by the outcome. These are stated in the study design but you may wish to reword them for student purposes.

· Choosing the assessment task. You can select from the offerings in the study design. It is possible for students in the same class to undertake different options; however, teachers must ensure that the tasks are comparable in scope and demand.

Step 2: Examine the assessment advice in Section 2

Examine the highest level of performance descriptors and clarify their meanings if you are unsure. Use the study design as your reference point. Remember the performance descriptors for each outcome identify the qualities or characteristics that you are looking for in a student response. This helps in the development of the task. It also helps clarify what needs to be taught as well as what needs to be included in the assessment task. It will assist students in understanding the expectations of the task.

Step 3: Determine teaching and learning activities

Identify the nature and sequence of teaching and learning activities to cover the key knowledge and skills outlined in the study design. It is important that a variety of learning opportunities are provided to cater for individual preferred learning styles. (Refer to the ‘Advice for teachers’ section of the study design for some specific examples of learning activities for each outcome.)

Step 4: Design the assessment task

· Try to use a range of formats across Units 3 and 4. 

· The information in the stimulus should be relevant to the task and assist students in their response.

· Check that the instructions are clear. Are they complete and unambiguous?

· It is important that students know what is expected of them in an assessment task. This means providing students with advice about the outcome’s key knowledge and skills to be assessed. This allows students to understand during the teaching and learning stage what they are expected to know or do.

· Students should be provided with the performance descriptors by which their response will be assessed.

· Students should be advised about the conditions under which they will be expected to do the task.

Conditions for the task

· All assessment tasks must be completed mainly in class and within a short period of time.

· Students must answer the task individually.

· Teachers can develop their own rules, consistent with school policies, about the material that can be brought into the room and the use of textbooks. Make sure that these rules are given to the students before the task is started and preferably in writing.

· One method of authentication is to collect the work at the end of each period and keep it in an individual plastic folder or workbook.

Points to consider

When constructing a task you will need to consider the following:

· Does the task enable students to demonstrate the highest possible performance level? 

· Will students select the form of the response or will you select the form that the whole class will use?

· Will the task be completed in one lesson or over several lessons? If the task is going to run over several lessons will you divide the task into parts or collect students’ work at the end of each lesson? If your school has multiple National Politics classes and your task is designed to last several lessons will you slightly alter the task for each class?

· Does the task allow you to easily identify the key aspects of the response to be assessed?

Sample approaches to School-assessed Coursework

Unit 3

Outcome 1

Compare and contrast the political systems of Australia and the United States in terms of ideologies, structures and the extent to which they uphold democratic values.

Step 1: Define the parameters of an outcome and its related assessment task options

The International Politics VCE Study Design 2006–2010, pages 19 and 20, provides details of the key knowledge and skills related to Unit 3 Outcome 1 and the Area of Study: Washington to Canberra. In order to plan and conduct an assessment for this outcome it is necessary to be familiar with the key knowledge and skills. It should be noted that each key knowledge and key skill does not need to be clearly identifiable in the task, nor should the task focus on too narrow a range of key knowledge and skills.

The study design identifies a range of task types that can be used to assess this outcome. Teachers should be familiar with the essential characteristics of each task type and the implications of these for task design and conduct of assessment. 

Step 2: Examine the assessment advice in Section 2

The performance descriptors should be fully understood as they give a clear indication of qualities and characteristics that you are looking for in a student response. Teachers will need to read the performance descriptors before they start marking and make sure that an answer fits within the level. The assessment task must be constructed in a way that provides all students with the opportunity to demonstrate the highest levels of performance.

Step 3: Determine teaching and learning activities

For the purposes of this example an extended response or essay question will be used. The task could incorporate the use and analysis of data or other stimulus material. The teacher plans a sequence of teaching and learning activities that will develop pre-task knowledge and skills and might choose to emphasise those that are most closely aligned to the task/s selected. 

Teaching the pre-task knowledge and skills

· Use the key knowledge and skills to be learnt in Unit 3 Outcome 1.

· Ensure that students have an understanding of the underpinning ideologies and political structures of Australian and United States systems of government.

· Ensure that students understand the key democratic values.

· Ensure that students make use of different information and data such as case-study material, information from various media sources including newspapers, journals and websites, and information from political parties, interest groups, academics and other commentators.

In relation to Outcome 1 in Unit 3, teaching and learning activities could involve:

· developing a glossary of terms and concepts

· researching the social and historical contexts of the Australian and United States political systems 

· creating a chart identifying the key characteristics of the executive, legislative and judicial branches of the Australian and United States political systems 

· identifying the key liberal democratic values underpinning the Australian and United States political systems 

· debating the strengths and weaknesses of the Australian and United States political systems 

· outlining in point form the similarities and differences between the Australian and United States systems of government 

· using a case study, describing and analysing the key challenges and pressures confronting the Australian and the United States systems.

Step 4: Design the assessment task
This task requires the development of an extended response or essay comparing and contrasting the Australian and United States systems of government in terms of the extent to which they uphold democratic values.

Preparing for the assessment task

Students should ensure that they have:

1. An understanding of key terms related to the structure of the Australian and United States political systems and democratic values including: federalism, legislature, executive, judicial, checks and balances, separation of powers, representative democracy, mandate, majority rule, compulsory voting, electoral college, accountability, compulsory voting, universal suffrage, individual and minority rights and freedoms.

2. An understanding of the key differences and similarities between the Australian and the United States systems of government including areas such as the constitution, selection/election of the executive, legislative and judicial branches, the political parties, checks and balances and accountability. 

Once students have these understandings they could develop dot point lists or chart the key ways in which each system does or does not uphold democratic values. 

Suggested extended response/essay questions

1. Evaluate the argument that the Australian system of determining government is more democratic than that used in the United States to determine government.

2. Compare and contrast the Australian and United States systems of government in terms of the extent to which they uphold democratic values.

3. Although both the Australian and the United States systems of government deliver stability there are significant areas in which both systems of government do not uphold democratic values.

4. Discuss aspects of the United States system of government that the Australian system could adopt for it to better uphold democratic values. 

Part of the task for Outcome 1 could require students to define accurately a set of terms related to the area of study.

Other considerations

When to assess the students

The teacher must decide the most appropriate time to set this task. This decision is the result of several considerations including:

· the estimated time it will take to cover the key knowledge and skills for the outcome

· the possible need to provide a practice, indicative task

· the likely length of time required for students to complete the task

· when tasks are being conducted in other subjects and the workload implications for students.

The extended response or essay should be undertaken at the end of Area of Study 1. This is likely to be week four or five of Semester 1. The task might only require one session of 50 minutes and the exact date and time can be decided in consultation 
with students, the VCE Coordinator/s and other key staff.

Marking the task

The marking scheme should reflect the relevant aspects of the performance descriptors in the Assessment Handbook and be explained to students before starting the task.

The extended response or essay should directly relate to the key knowledge and skills and provide the opportunity to meet the standard reflected in the highest performance descriptor for the task. 

Unit 4

Outcome 1

Understand Australian federal policy formulation and implementation processes, and analyse factors which affect these processes, and critically evaluate a selected domestic policy issue.
Step 1: Define the parameters of an outcome and its related assessment task options

The International Politics VCE Study Design 2006–2010, pages 23 and 24, provides details of the key knowledge and skills related to Unit 4 Outcome 1 and the Area of Study: People and policy. In order to plan and conduct an assessment for this outcome it is necessary to be familiar with the key knowledge and skills. It should be noted that each key knowledge and key skill does not need to be clearly identifiable in the task, nor should the task focus on too narrow a range of key knowledge and skills.

The study design identifies a range of task types that can be used to assess this outcome. Teachers should be familiar with the essential characteristics of each task type and the implications of these for task design and conduct of assessment.

Step 2: Examine the assessment advice in Section 2

The performance descriptors should be fully understood as they give a clear indication of qualities and characteristics that you are looking for in a student response. Teachers will need to read the performance descriptors before they start marking and make sure that an answer fits within the level. The assessment task must be constructed in a way that provides all students with the opportunity to demonstrate the highest levels of performance.

Step 3: Determine teaching and learning activities

For the purposes of this example short-answer questions will be used. The task will have a range of question types and could incorporate the use and analysis of data, or other stimulus material. The teacher plans a sequence of teaching and learning activities that will develop pre-task knowledge and skills and might choose to emphasise those that are most closely aligned to the tasks selected.

Teaching the pre-task knowledge and skills

· Use the key knowledge and skills to be learnt in Unit 4 Outcome 1.

· Ensure that students have an understanding of policy formulation and implementation processes and factors which affect these processes.
· Ensure that students can recognise key policy issues.

· Ensure that students make use of a variety of information and data such as case study material, information from various media sources including newspapers, journals and websites, information from political parties, interest groups, academics and other commentators.

In relation to Outcome 1 in Unit 4, teaching and learning activities could involve:

· developing a glossary of terms and concepts

· defining the role of the executive, the bureaucracy, parliament and judiciary in domestic policy formulation and implementation

· outlining the policy positions of the federal government, the opposition and other political parties on a selected domestic policy issue

· evaluating the influence of public opinion, social  movements, interest groups, lobbyists and the media on federal domestic policy formulation

· analysing the factors that affect domestic policy formulation and implementation including elections, popular opinion, interest groups, economic conditions, international and regional conflict

· using a case study on the nature and context of a contemporary federal domestic policy issue including the way it is presented by selected media.

Step 4: Design an assessment task

This task involves the development of short-answer questions requiring students to demonstrate an understanding of:

· federal domestic policy formulation and implementation processes

· factors affecting domestic policy formulation and implementation 

· the nature of a domestic contemporary policy issue.

Preparing for the assessment task

Students should ensure that they have:

1.
An understanding of key terms related to policy making and implementation processes and influences on these including the legislature, the executive, the judiciary, cabinet, the ministry, the bureaucracy, factions, bipartisan support. lobbyists, social movements, popular opinion, and interest groups.

2.
An understanding of factors affecting policy formulation and implementation including interest groups, social movements, lobbyists, the media, elections, popular opinion, economic conditions, state governments, domestic and international events and issues.

3.
An understanding of the nature of a contemporary federal domestic policy issue that illustrates the policy positions of the major political parties and  factors affecting policy formulation and implementation.

Suggested test questions 

The task could involve a combination of the following questions:

1.
Define the following terms:

· lobbyist

· bureaucracy

· bipartisan

· cabinet.

2.
Briefly describe three ways in which

· minor parties can influence the federal domestic policy making process in Australia.

· citizens can participate in the policy making processes.

· the Prime Minister can influence the domestic policy making process.

· state governments can influence the federal government policy making process.

3.
Extended response questions

· Evaluate the extent to which the federal government’s policy making is dominated by the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

· Analyse with reference to a contemporary federal domestic policy issue the extent to which there are differences in the policy positions of the Liberal and Labor parties.

· Discuss with reference to a contemporary federal domestic policy issue the extent to which the policy has been developed in response to short-term political goals.

· Evaluate the argument that interest groups have little impact on federal domestic policy making processes.

· The Federal Parliament has little influence on domestic policy making. To what extent do you agree?

Other considerations

When to assess the students

The teacher must decide the most appropriate time to set this task. This decision is the result of several considerations including:

· the estimated time it will take to cover the key knowledge and skills for the outcome

· the possible need to provide a practice, indicative task

· the likely length of time required for students to complete the task

· when tasks are being conducted in other subjects and the workload implications for students.

The short-answer question test should be undertaken at the end of Area of Study 1. This is likely to be week four or five of Semester 2. The task might only require one session of 50 minutes and the exact date and time can be decided in consultation with students, the VCE Coordinator/s and other key staff.

Marking the task

The marking scheme should reflect the relevant aspects of the performance descriptors in the Assessment Handbook and be explained to students before starting the task.

The short answer questions should provide students with a range of questions that directly relate to the key knowledge and skills and provide the opportunity to meet the standard reflected in the highest performance descriptor for the task. 

International Studies Assessment Advice

Unit 3: Global issues and conflicts

School-assessed Coursework

Teachers will provide to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) a score for each outcome in a unit, which represents an assessment of the student’s achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the level of performance of each student on the outcomes for the unit specified in the study design. Teachers must select assessment tasks from the designated list for each outcome published in the study design.

Assessment tasks should be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and should not add unduly to student workload. Assessment tasks should be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe. The overall assessment program for the unit should include a variety of assessment task formats, include provision for authentication of student work and take into account the overall workload for students.

School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes in Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the student’s Study Score for International Studies.

Outcome 1

Analyse the concepts of globalisation and internationalism and evaluate their impact on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty.

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3. It will be assessed by one or more tasks, which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· identify the key ideas and meanings associated with the concepts of globalisation and internationalism

· analyse information relating to the concepts of globalisation and internationalism

· examine the way in which globalisation and internationalism have affected a key global issue

· explore the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty

· analyse the role of key groups in globalisation and internationalism

· synthesise evidence to draw conclusions

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.

Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 1

Analyse the concepts of globalisation and internationalism and evaluate their impact on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and detailed knowledge of the key concepts of globalisation and internationalism. Insightful analysis of the way in which globalisation and internationalism have affected a key global issue. Comprehensive evaluation of the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty. Sophisticated synthesis of a range of evidence to support an argument.

	31–40 marks
	Very detailed knowledge of the key concepts of globalisation and internationalism. Well-developed analysis of the way in which globalisation and internationalism have affected a key global issue. Careful evaluation of the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty. Detailed use of a range of evidence to support an argument.


	21–30 marks
	Some detailed knowledge of the key concepts of globalisation and internationalism. Some analysis of the way in which globalisation and internationalism have affected a key global issue. General evaluation of the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty. Some synthesis of evidence to support an argument.

	11–20 marks
	Some knowledge of the key concepts of globalisation and internationalism. Some attempt to analyse the way in which globalisation and internationalism have affected a key global issue. Superficial explanation of the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the role of the state and/or the concept of sovereignty. Some use of evidence to support an argument.

	1–10 marks
	Limited knowledge of the key concepts of globalisation and internationalism. Little or no attempt to analyse the way in which globalisation and internationalism have affected a key global issue. Brief reference to the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the role of the state and/or the concept of sovereignty. Limited use of evidence to support an argument.


Outcome 2

Analyse and evaluate the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War period.

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3. It will be assessed by one or more tasks, which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· examine the causes and nature of armed conflicts in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism

· explore the definitions of terrorism and terrorist and state and non-state based terror

· identify different views of the causes and effects of international terrorism and terrorists

· demonstrate an understanding of the extent of and limitations on the power of the United States as a superpower

· analyse the success or failure of state/s or group/s involved in a specific conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism

· synthesise evidence to draw conclusions about the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War world

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.

Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 2

Analyse and evaluate the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War period.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and detailed knowledge of the causes and nature of armed conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Comprehensive understanding of the definition of terrorism and terrorist and state and non-state terror. Critical understanding of the different views of the causes and effects of international terrorism and terrorists. Thorough evaluation of the extent of and limitations on the power of the United States as a superpower. Insightful analysis of the success or failure of state/s or group/s involved in a specific conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Sophisticated synthesis of a range of evidence to draw conclusions about the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War world.


	31–40 marks
	Detailed knowledge of the causes and nature of armed conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Sound understanding of the definition of terrorism and terrorist and state and non-state terror. Thorough understanding of the different views of the causes and effects of international terrorism and terrorists. Careful evaluation of the extent of and limitations on the power of the United States as a superpower. Well-developed analysis of the success or failure of state/s or group/s involved in a specific conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. A range of evidence is synthesised to draw conclusions about the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War world.


	21–30 marks
	Some detailed knowledge of the causes and nature of armed conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Well-developed understanding of the definition of terrorism and terrorist and state and non-state terror. Well-developed understanding of the different views of the causes and effects of international terrorism and terrorists. Some evaluation of the extent of and limitations on the power of the United States as a superpower. Some analysis of the success or failure of state/s or group/s involved in a specific conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Some synthesis of evidence is used to draw conclusions about the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War world.

	11–20 marks
	Some knowledge of the causes and nature of armed conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Some understanding of the definition of terrorism and terrorist and state and non-state terror. An understanding of the different views of the causes and effects of international terrorism and terrorists. Superficial evaluation of the extent of and limitations on the power of the United States as a superpower. Limited analysis of the success or failure of state/s or group/s involved in a specific conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Some evidence is used to draw conclusions about the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War world.

	1–10 marks
	Limited knowledge of the causes and nature of armed conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Little or no understanding of the definition of terrorism and terrorist and state and non-state terror. Little or no understanding of the different views of the causes and effects of international terrorism and terrorists. Limited evaluation of the extent of and limitations on the power of the United States as a superpower. Little or no analysis of the success or failure of state/s or group/s involved in a specific conflict in the post-Cold War period, including global terrorism. Limited or no evidence is used to draw conclusions about the nature of conflict in the post-Cold War world.


Unit 4: International relations

School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes in Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the student’s Study Score for International Studies.

Outcome 1

Analyse and evaluate types and forms of power used by states and groups in the Asia-Pacific region.
This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of the 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4. It will be assessed by one or more tasks which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· identify the differing interpretations of national interest 

· examine the difference between nation and state

· identify and analyse the types and forms of power and evaluate the relative effectiveness and importance of them

· analyse the success or failure of different groups in pursuit of their goals within a particular situation or relationship

· synthesise evidence to draw conclusions 

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.
Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 1

Analyse and evaluate types and forms of power used by states and groups in the Asia-Pacific region.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Comprehensive and detailed knowledge of forms of power. Sophisticated analysis of the use and effectiveness of forms of power in an Asia-Pacific situation or relationship. Sophisticated evaluation of the success or failure of different groups. Thorough and relevant application of key terms and concepts such as national interest, nation and state. Critical analysis and sophisticated synthesis of a range of evidence to construct an argument.

	31–40 marks
	Detailed knowledge of forms of power. Careful analysis of the use and effectiveness of forms of power in an Asia-Pacific situation or relationship. Well-developed evaluation of the success or failure of different groups. Relevant application of key terms and concepts such as national interest, nation and state. Careful analysis and well-developed synthesis of a range of evidence to construct an argument.

	21–30 marks
	Some detailed knowledge of forms of power. Some analysis of the use and effectiveness of forms of power in an Asia-Pacific situation or relationship. Identification and some evaluation of the success or failure of different groups. Some attempt at application of key terms and concepts such as national interest, nation and state. Satisfactory and mostly relevant use of a range of evidence to construct an argument.

	11–20 marks
	Some knowledge of forms of power. Some attempt at analysis of the use and effectiveness of forms of power in an Asia-Pacific situation or relationship. Identification but limited evaluation of the success or failure of different groups. Limited application of key terms and concepts such as national interest, nation and state. Some discussion of evidence and an attempt to construct an argument.

	1–10 marks
	Limited knowledge of forms of power. Some description of the use and/or effectiveness of forms of power in an Asia-Pacific situation or relationship. Some identification but little or no evaluation of the success or failure of different groups. Little or no reference to key terms and concepts such as national interest, nation and state. Little use of evidence and limited attempt to construct an argument.


Outcome 2

Analyse those factors that have influenced Australia in its definition and pursuit of national interest, and evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted.

This outcome will contribute 50 marks out of the 100 marks allocated to School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4. It will be assessed by one or more tasks which will contribute a total of 50 marks.

Task/s

Description

Any one or more of the following:

· a multimedia presentation

· a case study

· an essay

· a report

· a test

· structured questions

· short-answer questions

· an extended response.

Designing the assessment task

Teachers should develop an assessment task that allows the student to:

· understand the historical background to Australian foreign policy

· demonstrate knowledge of key aspects of Australian foreign policy such as security and alliances, economic dimensions, the role of internationalism, debates about national interest and regional relationships

· analyse recent changes in orientation and goals of Australia’s foreign policy

· synthesise evidence to draw conclusions about the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted in the pursuit of the national interest

· have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Resources and scheduling

Schools may determine the conditions for the task including access to resources and notes. Students should be advised of the timeline and conditions under which the task is to be conducted.
Performance descriptors

The following descriptors provide a guide to the standards expected when setting and marking assessment tasks. They describe the knowledge and skills typically demonstrated by students who have achieved scores within each range on the assessment task/s.

	Outcome 2

Analyse those factors that have influenced Australia in its definition and pursuit of national interest, and evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted.

	MARK RANGE
	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	41–50 marks
	Thorough knowledge of the historical background to Australian foreign policy. Comprehensive and detailed knowledge of key aspects of Australian foreign policy such as security and alliances, economic dimensions, the role of internationalism, debates about national interest and regional relationships. Insightful analysis of recent changes in orientation and goals of Australia’s foreign policy. Sophisticated synthesis of a range of evidence to draw conclusions and construct an argument about the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted in the pursuit of the national interest.

	31–40 marks
	Well-developed knowledge of the historical background to Australian foreign policy. Detailed knowledge of key aspects of Australian foreign policy such as security and alliances, economic dimensions, the role of internationalism, debates about national interest and regional relationships. Careful analysis of recent changes in orientation and goals of Australia’s foreign policy. A range of evidence is synthesised to draw conclusions and construct an argument about the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted in the pursuit of the national interest.

	21–30 marks
	Clear knowledge of the historical background to Australian foreign policy. Well-developed knowledge of key aspects of Australian foreign policy such as security and alliances, economic dimensions, the role of internationalism, debates about national interest and regional relationships. Some analysis of recent changes in orientation and goals of Australia’s foreign policy. Some synthesis of evidence to draw conclusions and construct an argument about the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted in the pursuit of the national interest.

	11–20 marks
	Some knowledge of the historical background to Australian foreign policy. Some knowledge of key aspects of Australian foreign policy such as security and alliances, economic dimensions, the role of internationalism, debates about national interest and regional relationships. Identification and discussion of recent changes in orientation and goals of Australia’s foreign policy. Some use of evidence to draw conclusions and an attempt to construct an argument about the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted in the pursuit of the national interest.


	1–10 marks
	Little or no knowledge of the historical background to Australian foreign policy is demonstrated. Limited knowledge of key aspects of Australian foreign policy such as security and alliances, economic dimensions, the role of internationalism, debates about national interest and regional relationships. Identification of some recent changes in orientation and/or goals of Australia’s foreign policy. Limited use of evidence to draw conclusions and little attempt to construct an argument about the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted in the pursuit of the national interest.


Examination

End-of-year written examination – Units 3 and 4

The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will also be determined by an end-of-year examination.

The end-of-year examination will contribute 50 per cent to the Study Score.

Duration: Two hours.

Date: end-of-year, on a date to be published annually by the VCAA.

Description

All outcomes in Units 3 and 4 will be examined. All of the key knowledge and skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable.

The examination paper may include questions which refer to stimulus material such as newspaper articles, extracts from reports or case study material.

Students will complete the examination using a question and answer booklet.

Approved materials

Students sitting for examinations are permitted to bring normal stationery into the examination. This includes pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, sharpeners and rulers.

Correction (white out) liquid/tape and blank sheets of paper are not allowed in any examination.

Assessment criteria

The examination will address all of the criteria. All students will be examined against the following criteria. Students are required to use evidence to support arguments and evaluations in the examination.

1. Understanding and appropriate use of key terms and concepts.

2. Understanding of factors that have influenced Australia in the definition and pursuit of its national interest.

3. Understanding and evaluation of conflict in the post-Cold War period.

4. Evaluation of the impact of globalisation and internationalism on the state and the concept of sovereignty.

5. Evaluation of the types and forms of power used by states and groups in the Asia-Pacific region.

6. Evaluation of the effectiveness of the strategies and policies adopted by Australia.

The examination will be set by a panel appointed by the VCAA.

The examination will be marked by a panel of assessors appointed by the VCAA.
International Studies Assessment Support Materials and Further Resources

Introduction

School-assessed Coursework provides schools with the opportunity to make their own administrative arrangements for the internal assessment of their students.

It also provides individual study teachers with the opportunity to:

· select from the range of designated assessment tasks in the study design

· develop and administer their own assessment program for their students.

School-assessed Coursework provides teachers with the opportunity to:

· monitor the progress and work of their students

· provide important feedback to the student

· gather information about the teaching program.

Students should know in advance how and when they are going to be assessed and the conditions under which they will be assessed.

Assessment tasks should be part of the teaching and learning program. For each assessment task students should be provided with the:

· type of assessment task and approximate date for completion

· time allowed for the task

· allocation of marks

· nature of any materials they can utilise when completing the task

· opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance.

Following an assessment task:

· teachers can use the performance of their students to evaluate the teaching and learning program

· a topic may need to be carefully revised again prior to the end of the unit to ensure students fully understand the key knowledge and skills required in preparation for the examination.

Feedback provides students with important advice about which aspect or aspects of the key knowledge they need to learn and in which key skills they need more practice.

Scope of tasks

An assessment task provides teachers with a way of ‘sampling’ the knowledge and skills of students. It is not possible or desirable to measure all of the key knowledge and skills related to the outcome or area of study. The key knowledge and skills should not be used as a checklist for determining the achievement of outcomes, and assessment tasks do not have to be lengthy to make a judgment about the student’s level of performance on the outcome.

Designing the assessment tasks

Designing the assessment task is an important part of the teaching, learning and assessment process. The assessment task needs to provide the opportunity for all students to demonstrate the highest level of performance on the outcome. Teachers need to design an assessment task that is representative of the content (key knowledge and skills underpinning the outcome), capable of being completed within a short period of time and mainly in the classroom. Section 2 of this handbook provides advice on task design for each Unit 3 and 4 outcome. Performance descriptors are also provided for each outcome to assist teachers in making a judgment about the student’s level of performance on the outcome.

The following information presents one approach to developing an assessment task. It involves integrating the requirements of the study design, the advice in Section 2 of this publication and student learning activities. The approach is presented as a sequence of steps.

Making assessment part of teaching and learning

Step 1: Define the parameters of an outcome and its assessment task
This involves:

· Listing the key knowledge and skills that will be assessed by the outcome. These are stated in the study design but you may wish to reword them for student purposes.

· Choosing the assessment task. You can select from the offerings in the study design. It is possible for students in the same class to undertake different options; however, teachers must ensure that the tasks are comparable in scope and demand.

Step 2: Examine the assessment advice in Section 2

Examine the highest level of performance descriptors and clarify their meanings if you are unsure. Use the study design as your reference point. Remember the performance descriptors for each outcome identify the qualities or characteristics that you are looking for in a student response. This helps in the development of the task. It also helps clarify what needs to be taught as well as what needs to be included in the assessment task. It will assist students in understanding the expectations of the task.

Step 3: Determine teaching and learning activities

Identify the nature and sequence of teaching and learning activities to cover the key knowledge and key skills outlined in the study design. It is important that a variety of learning opportunities are provided to cater for individual preferred learning styles. (Refer to the ‘Advice for teachers’ section of the study design for some specific examples of learning activities for each outcome.)

Step 4: Design the assessment task

· Try to use a range of formats across Units 3 and 4. 

· The information in the stimulus should be relevant to the task and assist students in their response. 

· Check that the instructions are clear. Are they complete and unambiguous?

· It is important that students know what is expected of them in an assessment task. This means providing students with advice about the outcome’s key knowledge and skills to be assessed. This allows students to understand during the teaching and learning stage what they are expected to know or do.

· Students should be provided with the performance descriptors by which their response will be assessed.

· Students should be advised about the conditions under which they will be expected to do the task.
Conditions for the task

· All assessment tasks must be completed mainly in class and within a short period of time.

· Students must answer the task individually.

· Teachers can develop their own rules, consistent with school policies, about the material that can be brought into the room and the use of textbooks. Make sure that these rules are given to the students before the task is started and preferably in writing.

· One method of authentication is to collect the work at the end of each period and keep it in an individual plastic folder or workbook.

Points to consider

When constructing a task you will need to consider the following:

· Does the task enable students to demonstrate the highest possible performance level?

· Will students select the form of the response or will you select the form that the whole class will use?

· Will the task be completed in one lesson or over several lessons? If the task is going to run over several lessons will you divide the task into parts or collect students’ work at the end of each lesson? If your school has multiple International Studies classes and your task is designed to last several lessons will you slightly alter the task for each class?

· Does the task allow you to easily identify the key aspects of the response to be assessed?

Sample approaches to School-assessed Coursework

Unit 3

Outcome 1

Analyse the concepts of globalisation and internationalism and evaluate their impact on the role of the state and the concept of sovereignty.

Step 1: Define the parameters of an outcome and its related assessment task options

The International Politics VCE Study Design 2006–2010, pages 49 and 50, provides details of the key knowledge and skills related to Unit 3 Outcome 1 and the Area of Study: Globalisation and internationalism. In order to plan and conduct an assessment for this outcome it is necessary to be familiar with the key knowledge and skills. It should be noted that each key knowledge and key skill does not need to be clearly identifiable in the task, nor should the task focus on too narrow a range of key knowledge and skills.

The study design identifies a range of task types that can be used to assess this outcome. Teachers should be familiar with the essential characteristics of each task type and the implications of these for task design and conduct of assessment. 

Step 2: Examine the assessment advice in Section 2

The performance descriptors should be fully understood as they give a clear indication of qualities and characteristics that you are looking for in a student response. Teachers will need to read the performance descriptors before they start marking and make sure that an answer fits within the level. The assessment task must be constructed in a way that provides all students with the opportunity to demonstrate the highest levels of performance.

Step 3: Determine teaching and learning activities

For the purposes of this example a set of structured questions will be used. The task will have a range of question types and could incorporate the use and analysis of data, or other stimulus material. The teacher plans a sequence of teaching and learning activities that will develop pre-task knowledge and skills and might choose to emphasise those that are most closely aligned to the task/s selected.

Teaching the pre-task knowledge and skills

· Use the key knowledge and skills to be learnt in Unit 3 Outcome 1.

· Make sure that students have an understanding of each of the key characteristics of the concepts related to globalisation and internationalism.

· Make sure students understand the relationships that exist between the concepts.

· Ensure students make use of different information and data such as case study material, media articles and the views of different commentators, academics and politicians.

In relation to Outcome 1 in Unit 3, teaching and learning activities could involve:

· discussing the key concepts of globalisation and internationalism

· analysing print media articles related to globalisation and internationalism

· producing posters and cartoons which highlight the key concepts

· collecting and classifying information on key groups involved in promoting globalisation such as the World Trade Organisation, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund

· preparing of a comparison matrix to analyse the objectives of the organisations listed above

· collecting and classifying information according to type, aims, activities of a range of international organisations for example, the Red Cross, Oxfam, World Vision

· a short research report on the history and role of the UN

· analysing examples of UN successes and failures

· a case study, for example, of the global response to the Indian Ocean tsunami and how it relates to concepts of globalisation and internationalism or the Kyoto Protocol and responses

· developing a glossary of key terms and concepts.

Step 4: Design the assessment task

This task will require students to develop a response to a set of structured questions of varying type, length and format. The following are examples of questions requiring short responses:

· Define the terms state, nation, sovereignty and free trade.

· What is meant by the term globalisation? 

· Explain one positive impact that globalisation can have on a state? Give an example to support your answer.

· Explain one negative impact that globalisation can have on a state? Give an example to support your answer.

· List two organisations which promote globalisation and explain in detail the role that one of them has played in a particular situation.

· Define the term internationalism.

· Explain how the UN plays a role in promoting the concept of internationalism.

· What challenges does internationalism represent to the sovereignty of the state? Give an example to support your answer.

· List and explain two positive impacts that internationalism can have on a state.

The following are examples of questions requiring medium length responses relating to a case study.

· The Indian Ocean tsunami highlighted the best aspects of both globalisation and internationalism. Discuss, providing clear supporting evidence.

· What impact on the sovereignty of a particular state (for example Indonesia) did the responses to the Indian Ocean tsunami have?

Other considerations

When to assess the students

The teacher must decide the most appropriate time to set this task. This decision is the result of several considerations including:

· the estimated time it will take to cover the key knowledge and skills for the outcome

· the possible need to provide a practice, indicative task

· the likely length of time required for students to complete the task

· when tasks are being conducted in other subjects and the workload implications for students.

The set of structured questions should be provided at the end of Area of Study 1. This is likely to be around week three or four of Term 1. The task might only require one session of 50 minutes and the exact date and time can be decided in consultation with students, the VCE Coordinator/s and other key staff.

Marking the task

The marking scheme should reflect the relevant aspects of the performance descriptors in the Assessment Handbook and be explained to students before starting the task.

The set of structured questions should provide students with a range of questions that directly relate to the key knowledge and skills and provide the opportunity to meet the standard reflected in the highest performance descriptor for the task. 

Unit 4

Outcome 1

Analyse and evaluate types and forms of power used by states and groups in the Asia-Pacific region.

Step 1: Define the parameters of an outcome and its related assessment task options

The International Politics VCE Study Design 2006–2010, pages 53 and 54, provides details of the key knowledge and skills related to Unit 4 Outcome 1 and the Area of Study: Power in the Asia-Pacific region. In order to plan and conduct an assessment for this outcome it is necessary to be familiar with the key knowledge and skills. It should be noted that each key knowledge and key skill does not need to be clearly identifiable in the task, nor should the task focus on too narrow a range of key knowledge and skills.

The study design identifies a range of task types that can be used to assess this outcome. Teachers should be familiar with the essential characteristics of each task type and the implications of these for task design and conduct of assessment. 

Step 2: Examine the assessment advice in Section 2

The performance descriptors should be fully understood as they give a clear indication of qualities and characteristics that you are looking for in a student response. Teachers will need to read the performance descriptors before they start marking and make sure that an answer fits within the level. The assessment task must be constructed in a way that provides all students with the opportunity to demonstrate the highest levels of performance.

Step 3: Determine teaching and learning activities

For the purposes of this example a set of structured questions and an essay question will be used. The structured questions will be used to help the students consolidate their knowledge and to build towards a coherent, well argued essay. Students will then have a choice of three essay questions which could incorporate the use and analysis of data or other stimulus material. The teacher plans a sequence of teaching and learning activities that will develop pre-task knowledge and skills and might choose to emphasise those that are most closely aligned to the task/s selected. In doing two tasks there could be a gap of a week between the structured questions and the essay while the knowledge and skills are further developed for the essay.

Teaching the pre-task knowledge and skills

· Use the key knowledge and skills to be learnt in Unit 4 Outcome 1.

· Make sure that students have an understanding of each of the key characteristics of the concepts related to power in the Asia-Pacific region.

· Make sure students understand the relationships that exist between the concepts.

· Ensure students make use of different information and data such as case study material, media articles and the views of different commentators, academics and politicians.

In relation to Outcome 1 in Unit 4, teaching and learning activities could involve:

· identifying and discussing the main forms of power available to states

· researching and placing on a map of the Asia-Pacific region the key power players (China, the US and Japan) and discussing how they obtain their power (their power assets): military strength, economic and trade strength, diplomacy, aid, alliances

· discussing the term ‘national interest’, highlighting the fact that it is a contested concept, and analysing the key national interest objectives of the major states in the region; presenting this as a mind map

· researching China’s economic growth and creating a graph to represent this; researching, discussing and writing an analytical piece which identifies trends and gives reasons for them

· in groups, researching and running a class debate on the statement ‘China will be the next superpower’

· creating a chart, such as the following, which outlines the key national interest objectives of a particular state over the past ten years, the elements of power that have been used to try to achieve the objectives, how successful the use of the different forms of power has been, to what degree this objective has been achieved and evidence to support the contention
· writing a report which analyses the findings presented in the completed chart
	Key national interest objectives over the past 10 years
	Forms of power used to try to achieve the objectives
	Degree of success of this form of power
	Degree to which the objective has been achieved
	Evidence to support the argument

	Sample responses

	China has been keen to be fully integrated into the world economy.
	Economic power (potential and actual)

Diplomacy


	Both the use of economic power and diplomacy have been successful. In particular China has used the potential size of its lucrative markets to good effect. This has been combined with competent diplomacy.
	China has been highly successful in achieving this objective. 
	China gained Most Favoured Nation Status with the US 2001 and was admitted into the World Trade Organisation in 2002. 

It has strong trade links with numerous states and in 2002 ran a trade surplus with the US.


· developing of a glossary of key terms and concepts

· using a case study for example, China’s use of different forms of power to enhance its national interests. This would incorporate the China-Taiwan tensions and the China-US relationship.

Step 4: Design the assessment task

The set of structured questions requires students to develop a response to a set of questions of varying type, length and format. For example:

· Define the terms ‘national interest’ and ‘power’ in the context of international relations.

· Explain the distinction between the terms ‘nation’ and ‘state’. Give examples from the Asia-Pacific region to support your explanation.

· Use a particular case study (e.g. China and its growing power in the Asia-Pacific) to answer the following questions.

–
List and explain the key national interest objectives of a state you have studied.

–
Identify the main forms of power used by the state to try to achieve its national interest objectives and discuss how they were used.

–
Evaluate the effectiveness of those forms of power in trying to achieve the objectives listed.

Suggested essay questions

A choice of three essays would be appropriate.

1. ‘In order to successfully pursue the national interests a state must not only exercise its own power but must cooperate with other states.’

Discuss using an example or examples from the Asia-Pacific region to support your argument.

2. ‘Power is about more than just military strength.’

Discuss using an example or examples from the Asia-Pacific region to support your argument.

3. Analyse how one state in the Asia-Pacific has used its power. Has the exercise of power been effective or ineffective in achieving key national interest objectives? Discuss.

Other considerations

When to assess the students

The teacher must decide the most appropriate time to set this task. This decision is the result of several considerations including:

· the estimated time it will take to cover the key knowledge and skills for the outcome

· the possible need to provide time for students to plan for the writing of the report

· the likely length of time required for students to complete the writing of the report

· when tasks are being conducted in other subjects and the workload implications for students.

The structured questions and essay should be provided at the end of Area of Study 1. This is likely to be around weeks six to seven of Semester 2. The set of structured questions could be completed and then a period of a week could be used to further develop knowledge and skills for the essay. The exact dates and times can be decided in consultation with students, VCE Coordinator/s and other key staff.

Marking the task

The marking scheme should reflect the relevant aspects of the performance descriptors in the Assessment Handbook and be explained to students before starting the task.

The structured questions and essay should provide students with questions and guidelines that directly relate to the key knowledge and skills and provide the opportunity to meet the standard reflected in the highest performance descriptor for the task.

Publications
Regular updates and study advice is published in the VCAA Bulletin and on the VCAA website. Teachers should also refer to the following publications for assessment of VCE International Politics:

International Politics VCE Study Design 2006–2010
The course developed and delivered to students must be in accordance with the International Politics VCE Study Design, accredited 2006–2010.

The ‘Advice for teachers’ section contains sample assessment programs for Units 
1 to 4 and suggested tasks.

VCAA website

Teachers are advised to keep up-to-date with developments in VCE International Politics by accessing the International Politics study page on the VCAA website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/intpolitics/intpoliticsindex.html

VCE Examination Papers

Examination papers for all studies are published on the VCAA website.

Assessment Reports

The Assessment Reports (formerly Report for Teachers) are published on the VCAA website and provide teachers with an overview of the Examination for Units 3 and 4.
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