
Legal Studies
Written examination – November

Introduction
The examination description and criteria were published in the VCE Legal Studies Assessment Handbook 
2006–2009.
The duration of the examination will be 2 hours plus 15 minutes reading time in length. The examination will 
be scored out of sixty marks.
All outcomes in Units 3 and 4 will be examined. All of the key knowledge and skills that underpin the outcomes 
in Units 3 and 4 are examinable. 
The examination paper may include questions which refer to stimulus materials such as newspaper articles, 
extracts from reports or case study material.

Structure and format
The structure and format of the examination for the revised Legal Studies (2006–2009) will be different from 
the 2005 examination.
The examination will not contain sections. All questions will be compulsory except for the final question which 
will provide a choice of two options, one focused on Unit 3 and one focused on Unit 4.
Short- and extended-responses will be required.
Past examination papers on the VCAA website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/legalstudies/legalindex.html 
can be utilised as a guide to relevant question types.
In 2006 the examination will be presented in a question and answer book. Students will be required to provide 
answers to questions within the spaces allocated on the paper. The number of lines provided after each question, 
together with the number of marks allocated, is a guide to the appropriate length of response. Extra space for 
responses will be available at the back of the question and answer book.

Sample examination
The following sample examination provides an indication of the types of questions and the length of responses 
teachers and students can expect on the Legal Studies Examination in November 2006.
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Day Date 2006
                                             Reading time: *.** ** to *.** ** (15 minutes)
                                              Writing time:  *.** ** to *.** ** (2 hours)

QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK

Structure of book
Number of
questions

Number of questions
to be answered

Number of
marks

14 14  60

• Students are permitted to bring into the examination room: pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, 
sharpeners and rulers. 

• Students are NOT permitted to bring into the examination room: blank sheets of paper and/or white 
out liquid/tape.

• No calculator is allowed in this examination.

Materials supplied
• Question and answer book of 19 pages.
• Additional space is available at the end of the book if you need extra paper to complete an answer.

Instructions
• Write your student number in the space provided above on this page.
• You should make use of stimulus material where it is included. However, it is not intended that this 

material will provide you with all the information to fully answer the question.

• All written responses must be in English.

Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic 
devices into the examination room.
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TURN OVER

Instructions
Answer all questions. In Question 14 answer either part a. or part b. Indicate which part, a. or b., of 
Question 14 you have answered.

Question 1
In a recent debate the Federal Attorney-General said that he could not act in a particular way because it would 
threaten the ‘separation of powers.’
Explain what this term means.

2 marks 

Question 2
Outline one role played by the Crown in the Australian parliamentary system.

1 mark
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TURN OVER

Question 3
Explain what is meant by the term ‘responsible government’.

2 marks

Question 4
Explain one circumstance in which parliament can override law made by the courts.

2 marks
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Question 6 – continued

Question 5
Give two reasons why there is a hierarchy of courts.

2 marks

Question 6
Using one example, illustrate how the law-making powers of the State and Commonwealth Parliaments have 
been changed by High Court interpretation of the Commonwealth Constitution.
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Question 7 – continued
TURN OVER

4 marks

Question 7
Define the following two types of powers that exist under the Commonwealth Constitution.
 i.   Exclusive powers
 ii.   Residual powers

 i.

 ii.

4 marks
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Question 8
Describe, and outline the purpose of, bail and one other criminal pre-trial procedure.

4 marks
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Question 9 – continued
TURN OVER

Question 9
In court, Maria asked for and was awarded $150 000 for injuries she received in a fall during an outdoor 
adventure camp.
          i. In which court would this case have been heard? Outline the criminal jurisdiction of that court.

         ii. If the defendant in this case wanted to appeal, which court would hear that appeal?

        iii. Explain the remedy Maria was awarded and its purpose.
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Question 10 – continued

2 + 1 + 2 = 5 marks

Question 10
Explain two weaknesses of parliament as a law-maker.
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Question 11 – continued
TURN OVER

4 marks

Question 11
a.     Explain two ways in which democratic and human rights are protected by the Commonwealth 

Constitution.
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TURN OVERQuestion 12 – continued

b.     Explain one way in which the approach to the constitutional protection of these rights in Australia is 
different from the approach taken in one of the following countries: USA, Canada, United Kingdom, New 
Zealand or South Africa.

3 + 3 = 6 marks

Question 12
Juries have no place today in civil and criminal trials.

Outline the role of a jury in civil and criminal trials and, giving two reasons, indicate the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with this statement.
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6 marks
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TURN OVERQuestion 13 – continued

Question 13
While the adversary system of trial has advantages in resolving civil disputes, it also has some weaknesses. 
Mediation is the preferred way to resolve some civil disputes.

To what extent do you agree with the views expressed in this statement? Provide reasons to support your 
answer.
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8 marks
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Question 14 – continued

For Question 14, indicate the part (a. or b.) you have chosen in the box provided.

Question 14
a.     A weakness of our legal system is that the courts are involved in the law-making process.
        Discuss this statement and indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree. In your answer, include an 

explanation of how the courts are involved in law-making.

OR

b.     A newly appointed judge in the County Court said, ‘Because there are problems with our legal system, 
many people who need help cannot gain access to it’.

        Comment on this quotation using two problems faced by people in gaining access to our legal system as 
illustrated above. Include in your answer an evaluation of two changes or recommendations for change 
that have improved, or would improve, the effective operation of the legal system.

 Either a. or b.
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Question 14 – continued
TURN OVER



LEGST EXAM (SAMPLE)                                                                         16                                                                                                                       17 LEGST EXAM (SAMPLE)

Question 14 – continued
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10 marks

END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK
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Extra space for responses
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A script book is available from the supervisor if you need extra paper to complete your answer. Please ensure 
you write your student number in the space provided on the front cover of the script book. At the end of the 
examination, place the script book inside the front cover of this question and answer book.


