[image: image1.png]VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY





VCE SOCIOLOGY REVIEW PANEL

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR A MAJOR REVIEW

The VCE Sociology Review Panel will undertake an evaluation of the VCE Sociology Study Design and will develop a draft study design proposal in accordance with the VCAA Principles and guidelines for the development and review of VCE studies. The Panel is advisory and its proposed study design will be subject to approval by the Board of the VCAA.

Specifically, the Panel will evaluate the study in terms of:

· the relationship between the study and VELS
· the appropriateness of the examinations and school assessment

· the appropriateness of the areas of study/outcomes and their relationship to the school assessed coursework tasks

· the appropriateness of the areas of study/outcomes and their relationship to the examination
· the balance of Australian and global content
· the appropriateness of the content in terms of recent developments such as the impact of climate change and environmental issues on communities

· the balance of theory and contemporary issues in Sociology
· the use of information and communications technology (ICT) in the study, in particular for sociological research 

· the contribution of the study to the development of employability skills

· student workload

· gender and/or cultural and/or socio-economic bias

· the relationship between the study and relevant courses nationally and internationally 

· any relevant national curriculum developments.

· alignment with the Victorian Credit Matrix.
The Panel will provide evidence that the following data have been considered in the review and evaluation of the study:

· enrolments and enrolment trends by unit and year level (including gender, sector and location)

· satisfactory completion rates by unit

· grade distributions

· scaling reports and destination data from VTAC 

· reports from State Reviewers and Chief Assessors

· audit of coursework.

Consultation

In the development of the proposal the Panel will ensure that it consults at least at the draft proposal stage with key interest groups including:
· teachers and others on the VCAA’s VCE Study Register, interested in being consulted on VCE Sociology 

· the State Reviewers and Chairpersons of the Examination Panels and/or Chief Assessors

· industry, university and TAFE Department representatives

The consultation draft and questionnaire will be made available on the VCAA website during the consultation period.

