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STUDY SUMMARY
Studio Arts 2004–2009
The accreditation period has been extended until 31 December 2009.

Rationale

Studio Arts provides a framework for the establishment of effective art practices through an understanding and application of the process of design. The design process enables students to explore ideas and sources of inspiration, experiment with materials and techniques and practice specialised skills in a range of art forms. Students generate a range of directions and potential solutions and analyse and evaluate them before producing artworks. The theoretical component of the study informs students’ practice through an investigation of selected artworks, an examination of artists’ working methods and a study of professional practices and art industry issues.

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: Artistic inspiration and techniques

Unit 2: Design exploration and concepts

Unit 3: Studio production and professional art practices
Unit 4: Studio production and art industry contexts

Outcomes

Outcomes define what students will know and be able to do as a result of undertaking the study.

Outcomes include a summary statement and the key knowledge and skills that underpin them. 

Only the summary statements of the outcomes have been reproduced below and must be read in conjunction with the key knowledge and skills published in the study design.

Unit 1: Artistic inspiration and techniques
The focus of this unit is the use of sources of inspiration and ideas as the bases for artworks and the exploration of a wide range of materials and techniques as tools for translating ideas, observations and experiences into visual form. The application of materials and techniques and interpretation of sources of inspiration by artists from different times and locations is also examined.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to source ideas and inspiration and use a variety of methods to translate these into visual form.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explore and use a variety of materials and techniques to record and develop ideas and sources of inspiration for the production of artworks.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss how artists from different times and locations have interpreted sources of inspiration and used materials and techniques in the production of artworks.

Unit 2: Design exploration and concepts

The focus of this unit is to establish and use an effective design methodology for the production of design explorations and artworks. Students also develop skills in the analysis of artworks to understand how aesthetic qualities are created, ideas communicated and identifiable styles developed.
Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop a design process including visual research and inquiry in order to produce a variety of design explorations and a number of artworks.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and discuss the ways in which artists from different times and locations have created aesthetic qualities in artworks, communicated ideas and developed styles.

Unit 3: Studio production and professional art practices
The focus of this unit is the implementation of a design process leading to the production of a range of potential solutions. A work brief is initially prepared to set out the framework for the design process. Students also examine professional art practices in relation to particular art form(s) and the development of distinctive styles in artworks.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to prepare a work brief that formulates the content and parameters of the design process and plan how this will be undertaken.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to present a design process that produces a range of potential solutions to the aims and ideas documented in the work brief.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss art practices in relation to particular art form(s) and analyse ways in which artists develop distinctive styles in their artwork.

Unit 4: Studio production and art industry contexts
The focus of this unit is to produce a cohesive folio of finished art works developed from potential solutions generated in Unit 3. Visual and written documentation explaining how the potential solutions will be used to produce the folio of artworks is also prepared. Students also examine the presentation of artworks and current art industry issues, with reference to the exhibition, promotion and critique of art works.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to present a focus statement in visual and written form that documents how potential solutions will be used to produce a cohesive folio of finished artworks, how materials and techniques are applied, and how aims, ideas and aesthetic qualities are resolved in the finished artworks.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to present a cohesive folio of finished artworks, based on potential solutions, that skillfully apply materials and techniques, resolve the aims, ideas and aesthetic qualities, and communicate the student’s ideas.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and discuss roles and methods involved in the presentation of artworks and analyse and discuss current art industry issue(s).

Entry

There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to

undertaking Unit 4.

Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.

Levels of Achievement

Unit 1 and 2

Individual school decision on levels of achievement.

Unit 3 and 4

School-assessed tasks and examination:
· Unit 3 school-assessed task: 33 per cent

· Unit 4 school-assessed task: 33 per cent

· End-of-year examination: 34 per cent.
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