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STUDY SUMMARY
TEXTS AND TRADITIONS 2010–2014
Please Note: This study summary comprises excerpts from the VCE Texts and Traditions Study Design. The summary is not a substitute for the VCE Study Design. Users are advised to consult the VCAA website (http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/txtraditn/textsindex.html) to view the full accredited Study Design and other resources. 
Rationale

The study of VCE Texts and Traditions equips students to come to a deeper understanding of the relationship between religious traditions and the written texts which grow from and shape the traditions. There is much to be learned about religious traditions if they are examined in relation to the texts upon which they are founded. These texts become a touchstone to the tradition as the tradition develops and responds to changing circumstances.

Many religious traditions have a special relationship with a set of written texts, often referred to as scriptures. Through this study, students come to understand that these writings have particular authority for the tradition and may act as an important reference and foundation for the tradition’s social organisation, rituals, beliefs, values and behaviour, both historically and in the world today. 

Students will study the texts in their original historical and social setting, as well as investigate the impact such texts have had throughout history and on the world today. Different methods of interpretation are taken into account throughout this study. Students will also investigate the texts as pieces of literature and the inspiration others have found in the interpretation of such writings. 

The study of VCE Texts and Traditions encourages independent and critical thinking in students that will assist them in work and study. 

Structure
The study is made up of four units:

Unit 1: Texts in traditions
Unit 2: Texts in society
Unit 3: Texts and the early tradition
Unit 4: Texts and their teachings
Each unit contains between two and four areas of study.
Entry
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. 
Unit 1: Texts in traditions
This unit examines the place of texts and their literary forms within a religious tradition. Story-telling is one of the major literary forms in religious traditions; other forms include law, prophecy, sacred songs, reflection and instruction. This unit explores the importance of texts at the source of a tradition and how we might find and describe their meaning for the earlier and continuing tradition. The discovery of meaning in a religious text is known as exegesis. This unit introduces the student to basic methods of exegesis to bring about a deeper awareness of the meaning of texts to the religious tradition. This unit also explores how texts have been used by people both within and beyond the religious tradition as a means of bringing meaning to the text, or using the text to bring meaning to issues or ideas in a new cultural setting.

This unit requires the study of texts in a variety of literary forms. The texts may come from one religious tradition or from a range of religious traditions. 

Unit 2: Texts in society
In this unit texts are studied as a means of investigating themes such as justice, racism and gender roles. Therefore, the texts selected for study should be potential sources of ideas about these or other themes in society. Some of the texts may call for change in attitudes and values; others may call for changes in social, religious and political institutions. Some texts may justify or support existing social, religious and political institutions.

For the investigation students consider the social context within which the texts were produced, the conditions under which they are currently read, the reasons for reading them, and the kinds of authority attributed to them by traditions. They also look at the ways in which the texts shape, and are shaped by, the content of the message contained in them.

In this unit, students also compare how texts from different religious traditions treat common social themes.

Unit 3: Texts and the early tradition
The texts of a particular religious tradition can be seen to be foundational in that they recount specific events, narratives, laws and teachings that describe the beginnings and initial development of a religious tradition’s history. In this unit, students explore the history and culture from which the tradition being studied was formed. They gain an understanding that the historical milieu of these beginnings lent shape and content to the texts themselves.

Students develop an understanding of how the text is a response to particular contemporary and historical religious and social needs and events. They explore the formation of the text itself, the intended audience of that text and the message or teaching found within the text. As a part of the understanding of the message or teaching of a text, the students also become familiar with the nature of exegetical methods being used by scholars today in the religious tradition of the particular text. One method of textual analysis important to this study is often called socio-historical criticism. It is based on the notion that an understanding of the original social and historical situation of the formation of the text can lead to an understanding of the original intention of the author, as well as the impact on, and understanding of the text by the original audience. 

Set texts in Units 3 and 4 are from the Islamic, Christian and Jewish traditions. Approval for the study of another tradition in Units 3 and 4 must be sought from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 
Unit 4: Texts and their teachings
In this unit students continue to apply, in greater depth, the exegetical method to the passages for special study begun in Unit 3. Advice on the set text and passages for special study for this unit can be found at the beginning of Unit 3 on page 21 of the Study Design.

Some texts are regarded as essential for the continuation of a tradition because they function as a means of communicating teachings or understandings about the relationship between the human and the transcendent. These understandings are often expressed through religious ideas, beliefs or social themes in the particular texts.

With the passing of time, some of the themes contained in the foundational texts have been reinterpreted at different times in the tradition. In this unit a significant idea, belief or social theme contained in the set text will be studied, and the interpretation of the text in the light of the idea, belief or theme considered. 

Assessment

Satisfactory Completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. This decision will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit. 
Levels of Achievement

Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. 
Units 3 and 4

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. In the study of VCE Texts and Traditions students’ level of achievement will be determined by School-assessed Coursework and an end-of-year examination.
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE Texts and Traditions are as follows: 
• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent

• End-of-year examination: 50 per cent.
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