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SAMPLE COURSE OUTLINE

The following course outline is an example of one teacher’s approach to the course.
Unit 1: Texts in traditions
Assumptions in the sample course:

1.
Five 40-minute lessons per week.
2.
All students will study both units.
	WEEK
	TOPIC/AREA OF STUDY
	ASSESSMENT POSSIBILITIES

	1 and 2 
	Introduction to the subject. Explanation of terms ‘texts’ and ‘traditions’ 

Area of study 1 Exploring literary forms: The text – bible – nature and formation
· inspiration and authority

· transmission of text

· major divisions between Hebrew and Christian traditions
· place of apocrypha
· law, prophets, writings

· gospels, acts, letters

The tradition – Christian – 4 major divisions within the tradition

· Roman Catholic

· Orthodox

· Protestant

· Pentecostal

· Very brief overview of 2000 years of church history to explain the reasons for 
the divisions

Creeds and Confessions (example of literary form)
Authority of the Bible within the traditions. 
	Testing of existing knowledge through Q and A 

Use of Internet to locate various Creeds and Confessions – written report explaining the differences between the two.


	WEEK
	TOPIC/AREA OF STUDY
	ASSESSMENT POSSIBILITIES

	3 and 4
	Area of study 1 Exploring literary forms: Understanding the bible
· technical terminology – exegesis, pericope, sources etc.

· keys to interpretation – historical, social, cultural and religious background

· literary context – literary forms, relationship of the part to the whole
	Short answer test for assessing student understanding of terminology

	5 to 10


	Introduction to the Pentateuch - authorship, dating, purpose, place in biblical story
Area of study 2 The formation and exegesis of text: An exploration of Genesis 1 to 11.

· study of creation narratives – form and function/purpose – Israel and other gods

· Adam to the Flood – focus of the narrative form and function of genealogy chapter 5
· Flood story and ancient parallels
· Noahic covenant
· Tower of Babel function of the story – relation to Acts 2

Brief overview of Abraham to Joseph
	Essay comparing the two creation stories similarities, differences and purpose.
A guided exegetical exercise – students to comment on highlighted words and phrases.

	11 to 16


	Area of study 3 Later uses and interpretations of sacred texts: An exploration of Exodus 1 to 20

· oppression of Israelites – reason

· call of Moses – significance of Moses in the biblical narrative

· the nature of the plagues and the meaning of the plagues

· the Exodus event – meaning for later generations

· significance in the biblical narrative 

· the covenant at Mt Sinai – meaning for later generations

· significance in the biblical narrative

Comparison of the animated film – Prince of Egypt with the biblical account

Meaning of Passover for the Jewish faith and for the Christian faith
	Essay comparing Prince of Egypt with the biblical narrative.
Report describing the Passover feast today.

Questions testing understanding of the Passover.
A guided exegetical exercise – students to comment on highlighted words and phrases.

	17
	Revision 
	


Unit 2 Texts in society
	WEEK
	TOPIC/AREA OF STUDY
	ASSESSMENT POSSIBILITIES

	1
	Review of weeks 1 to 4 Unit 1. (Provides a background for any new students.)
Introduction to the Unit. Relevance of the biblical text for today

· Issues of the 21st Century
–
global economy

–
global warming

–
global rights

–
global conflict
Introduction of the themes to be explored

· Environment

· War

· Role of women in the Christian tradition

· Justice

· Racism
	

	2 to 5

	Area of study 1 Sacred texts in the past and Area of study 2 Sacred texts today: Christians and justice
An introduction to the Hebrew Prophets

· Who were they?

· When and where did they operate?

· What was their message?

Case Study the book of Amos - mistreatment of the poor, call for justice

The teaching of Jesus and the Christian Scriptures

Case study the letter to Philemon – relationship to slavery

What is biblical justice?

What relevance does the biblical text have for today?
	Essay on biblical prophets

Report on the fight against the slave trade

Report on slavery today internet research

Internet research on a Christian organisation that promotes justice.
A guided exegetical exercise on Amos – students to comment on highlighted words and phrases.


	WEEK
	TOPIC/AREA OF STUDY
	ASSESSMENT POSSIBILITIES

	6
	Area of study 1 Sacred texts in the past and Area of study 2 Sacred texts today: Christians and war

An exploration of the ways in which Christians in the past and the present have interpreted the biblical teaching on war.

Warfare in the Hebrew Scriptures

Teaching of Jesus

The concept of a Just war

Pacifism
	Chart comparing and contrasting the views.

	7 to 8
	Area of study 1 Sacred texts in the past and Area of study 2 Sacred texts today: Christians and race
An exploration of the biblical teaching on racism. The misuse of the bible in the past and in the present in support of racist attitudes. 
The biblical inspiration for the fight for civil rights. 
Case studies South Africa and the USA.
	Research the life of Martin Luther King Jnr; Desmond Tutu or other figures involved in the civil rights movement and present a short oral report.

	9 to 11


	Area of study 1 Sacred texts in the past and Area of study 2 Sacred texts today:  The role of women in the Christian tradition

An exploration of how the teaching of the bible has been understood in the past and in the present.
The biblical depiction of the role of women in the family from Eve to Paul’s letters.
Did the culture of the day influence the early Christian community in its attitude to women?
The role of women in the Christian community – past and present.
	Essay 

	12 to 13
	Area of study 1 Sacred texts in the past and Area of study 2 Sacred texts today: Christians and the environment
The relevance of the biblical creation stories and the ‘new creation’ theme of the Christian scriptures for our understanding of our responsibility for the environment.
What is biblical and what is not?
	Test 


	WEEK
	TOPIC/AREA OF STUDY
	ASSESSMENT POSSIBILITIES

	14 to 16


	Area of study 3. Justice theme comparison of the teaching of Islam and Christianity
Review of weeks 2 to 5.

Brief introduction to Islam and the authority of the Qu’ran within Islam.
Exploration of the key sections of the Qu’ran that are the basis for the Islamic understanding of justice.
Were there any specific issues that were being addressed within Islamic society at the time of writing? Has the interpretation within Islam changed with changing circumstances?
What are the similarities and differences between the biblical teaching and the Qu’ranic teaching?

What scope is there for cooperation between the two traditions in the call for global justice?
	Test

	17
	Revision
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