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Texts and Traditions
General Questions

1.
Will there be a sample examination?

Yes. It will be published on the VCAA website in early 2010.

Unit 1 Area of Study 3: Later uses and interpretations of sacred texts

1.
To what extent do students have to engage with scholarly debate and religious writings?

In this unit, one of the key skills requires students to ‘identify and summarise scholarly debate and religious writings’ and the key knowledge includes ‘key aspects of relevant scholarly debate and religious writings’.

To fulfil these two requirements students should become aware of important scholarly debate and religious writings. Their study of religious writings should be relevant to the discussion about understandings and interpretations of selected sacred texts.

Students should be able to draw on relevant scholarly debate and religious writings to support their discussion. Unit 2 Area of Study 3: Comparing religious traditions

1.
Where can I find resources to teach Unit 2 Outcome 3?

A resource list to support the study design is available on the VCAA website on the Texts and Traditions page.

Unit 3 Area of Study 3: Interpreting texts – Exegesis (Part 1)

1.
What is meant by the ‘nature of’ and ‘challenges to’ exegetical method?

The ‘nature of’ exegetical method means the concept of exegetical method in general as well as the definitions of specific methods that will be used in the study. The nature of exegesis is discussed in more detail on page 33 of the Advice to Teachers section of the study design.

‘Challenges to’ exegetical method means the strengths and weaknesses of exegetical methods in general, and strengths and weaknesses of the specific exegetical methods that will be used in the study.

An example of a weakness would be a feminist interpretation of a text which may not take into account other socio-cultural concerns of the text.

A discussion of challenges may include identification of some of the dominant alternative methods of interpretation and an outline of what they can offer as distinct from the chosen methods of exegesis.
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