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General Achievement Test (GAT) 

Information for schools and providers 

This information kit is for schools and other providers to support you with administering the GAT in 2022. 

It contains: 

• Key information about changes to the GAT in 2022 

• What students can expect in the 2022 GAT 

• A 2022 GAT Student information brochure which includes the rules for sitting the GAT 

• 2022 GAT Information Sheet for parents 

• GAT Information Session pack 

Please note that your school will be provided with printed copies of the student information brochure. 

Information about the GAT in 2022 

The GAT is changing as part of the reform of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and  

the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) systems. As part of the VCE and VCAL reform, 

Victorian senior secondary students will have their literacy and numeracy skills measured against new 

standards in a reformed GAT. 

The new standards will indicate whether students have demonstrated the literacy and numeracy skills 

typically expected of someone completing their secondary schooling – giving another indication of their 

readiness to move onto further education, training or employment. 

The reformed GAT follows a comprehensive review conducted by the VCAA. It will see Victoria join other 

jurisdictions who already incorporate literacy and numeracy standards as part of their senior secondary 

reporting. The GAT will provide specific information on each student’s key skills for life beyond school. 

The 2022 GAT will be on Wednesday 7 September. 

  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/WhattoExpect.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/GAT/VCAAGATStudentInformationBrochure.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/GAT/VCAAGATStudentwithRulesBrochure.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/GAT/VCAAGATParentInformationSheet.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/GAT/GATInformationSessions.pptx
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Key changes 

The GAT will be split into two sections: 

Section A will assess literacy and numeracy skills 

Section B 
will assess skills in mathematics, science, technology, the arts and 

humanities 

All students enrolled in one or more VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3 –4 sequence will be required to sit 

Sections A and B. Senior VCAL students will sit Section A. 

For International Baccalaureate students in their final year of studies who want a notional Australian 

Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) calculated, they must do Section A and B. 

What is in the 2022 GAT 

Section A 

Literacy and 

numeracy skills 

• One writing task with two parts 

• 50 numeracy multiple-choice questions 

• 50 reading multiple-choice questions 

VCE 3-4,  

Senior VCAL, 

Scored VCE  

VET 3-4 

Section A Writing task will be in two parts. Students are presented with a stimulus (for example an 

image or text) and asked to respond to two prompts. The first part will be of a short answer type, with the 

second part allowing for a more detailed response. Both parts will take about 30 minutes to complete – 

10 minutes for Part 1 and 20 minutes for Part 2. Students will be assessed on the effectiveness of the 

writing for the audience and purpose appropriate to the task; ideas; and structure and cohesion. In 

addition, mechanical aspects of writing including, grammar, punctuation and spelling will be assessed. 

Section A Multiple-Choice questions cover numeracy and literacy (reading). Questions are based on 

a range of contexts including those you may encounter in daily life. There is 45 minutes allocated to each 

multiple-choice section. 

Section B 

General Knowledge 

and Skills 

• One extended writing task 

• 25 mathematics, science and technology multiple-

choice questions 

• 25 arts and humanities multiple-choice questions 

VCE 3-4, Scored 

VCE VET 3-4 

Section B Writing Task asks students to develop a piece of writing presenting a point of view in 

response to several prompts. In addition to utilising the information provided, students can draw on their 

own ideas to communicate clearly and effectively to the reader. The writing task will take about 30 

minutes to complete. 

Section B Multiple-Choice questions cover mathematics, science, technology, humanities, the arts 

and social sciences. This section consists of groups of questions or units. Each unit will offer one or 

more pieces of information and several questions about that information. 

Students should attempt every question in Section A and B of the GAT. Marks will not be deducted for 

incorrect answers. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
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2022 GAT Schedule 

Time Event 

  Section A: Literacy (Writing and Reading) and Numeracy 

9:30-9:45am Reading time 

9:45-11:45am Writing time to complete Section A, which has: 

• one writing task with two parts (Part A & Part B) 

• 50 numeracy multiple-choice questions 

• 50 reading multiple-choice questions 

11:45-1:15pm Break 
 

Section B: General knowledge and skills 

1:15-1:30pm Reading time 

1:30-3:00pm Writing time to complete Section B, which has: 

• one extended writing task 

• 25 mathematics, science and technology multiple-choice questions 

• 25 arts and humanities multiple-choice questions 

What to bring to the GAT 

In 2022 the GAT will be a pen-and-paper test. 

Students can bring the following items into the GAT: 

• An English/Bilingual printed dictionary and scientific calculator can be taken into both sections  

of the GAT 

• Pens, pencils and an eraser. 

Electronic dictionaries are not permitted.   

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


 

 4 

© VCAA 

Special Examination Arrangements 

We understand that there are students for which completing assessments in a test environment is not 

ideal based on their individual circumstances. This is true for a range of students studying VCE as well 

as VCAL. There are a range of special examination arrangements available to make the GAT as 

inclusive as possible. 

Students who experience the onset of an illness, the exacerbation of an existing condition or the 

occurrence of an injury or personal trauma in the period immediately before or on the day of the GAT 

should discuss, with their VCE or VCAL coordinator, a school application for Emergency Special 

Examination Arrangements, which may assist them to sit the GAT. 

Exemption from the GAT 

Students unable to sit the GAT because of illness, including COVID-19 are eligible to apply for an 

exemption from the GAT. Schools apply on behalf of the student using the VCAA's 'Application for 

exemption from the General Achievement Test (GAT)' form. 

A student may be deemed eligible for an exemption from the GAT due to a range of circumstances. 

Applications submitted on the basis of illness, injury, personal trauma or a serious intervening event 

require independent evidence from an appropriate professional. 

Where an exemption is approved, an authorised absence statement will be included on their VCE or 

VCAL Statement of Results. 

Please see the VCAA website for more information and details of exemption criteria. 

Interstate and overseas arrangements 

Students may be eligible to sit the GAT interstate or overseas if they: 

• are on an exchange program overseas 

• are on exchange in Victoria and are returning home immediately before or during the VCE 

external assessment period 

• are representing Australia for an official duty, for example, in a sporting, academic, military or 

cultural event 

• or their parent/guardian has been asked to work interstate or overseas. 

Schools must submit an Application to sit VCE external assessments interstate or overseas form, 

which is available on VASS, to the VCAA. 

Evidence of eligibility must be submitted with the application form. 

Events such as family holidays, birthdays and weddings are not considered valid grounds for an 

application to sit VCE external assessments interstate or overseas. 

How to apply for exemption from the GAT 

If a student’s circumstances are deemed to meet the eligibility requirements for an exemption from the 

GAT, their school may apply to the VCAA using the Application for exemption from the General 

Achievement Test (GAT) form which is available on VASS. 

  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/PreparingfortheGAT.aspx
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Sample GAT items  

Section A sample items are available on the VCAA website to enable teachers and students to become 

familiar with the question types included in the 2022 GAT. 

For Section B, the questions and writing task will be similar to prior GATs (up until 2021). 

The single writing task on Section B of the 2022 GAT will be similar in format to the prior Writing Task 2.  

Previous GAT papers are available on the VCAA website to familiarise students with the format  

of the GAT.  

GAT Results 

A GAT Statement of Results will be mailed to each student. Results for Section A (Literacy and 

Numeracy) and combined Section A and B component scores are provided on the statement. 

Section A results indicate whether a student has met each of the writing, reading and numeracy 

standards. 

Combined Section A and B results provide a student’s standardised score for each GAT component.  

The components are: 

• Writing (Section A) and written communication (Section B) 

• Numeracy (Section A) and mathematics, science and technology (Section B) 

• Reading (Section A) and humanities, the arts and social sciences (Section B). 

The VCE or VCAL Statement of Results indicates if a student obtained results in the GAT or had an 

authorised or unauthorised absence from one or both sections. 

Schools can access their students’ GAT results on the Victorian Assessment Software System  

(VASS) at the end of the academic year when results are released. Students cannot apply for a DES  

for the GAT. 

 

More information 

For more information email GAT enquiries: vcaa.gat@education.vic.gov.au 
 

More information about the 2022 GAT can be found on the VCAA website 
 
 

 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/SampleUnits.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/pastGAT/Pages/index.aspx
mailto:vcaa.gat@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/Index.aspx
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