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A miniature industry in action
Renee Paxton teaches drama and media to Years 8–12 students at St Bernard’s College in Essendon. An 
educator for more than 11 years, Renee is also the State Reviewer for VCE Media, which places her on the 
panel that selects student films and folios for the VCE Season of Excellence.

When you meet Renee for the first time, you immediately sense that she has a gift for engaging students. It 
stems from the infectious enthusiasm and passion for her subject matter – all things film and media – that 
she’s had since high school. Unlike many educators in her field, who start out in the media industry and then 
move into teaching, Renee says she has always wanted to teach media.

‘My drama and media teachers were the best I had. They nurtured my love of performance and the craft of 
filmmaking, but they also showed me what it means to be an inspirational teacher. I wanted to be just like 
them,’ she explains.

When asked what a fly on the wall in one of her classrooms would see, she describes something like a 
combination of the best scenes out of Stand and Deliver, Dead Poets Society and Freedom Writers.

‘You’ll see a miniature industry in action, with students watching film and other productions, as well as 
producing their own works and critiquing each other’s,’ she says.

Still from animated film Kobold by Jasper Margaritis, Top Screen 2020

continued on page 3

Communities affected by novel coronavirus and bushfires
We are aware of the impact of novel coronavirus and bushfires on many in our community. Affected 
schools and education providers with questions and concerns regarding the delivery of their learning 
programs should contact us on (03) 9032 1629. Students and parents, carers and guardians are 
advised to contact their school in the first instance. Please also check our website, including Notices 
to Schools, for further advice.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/2020notices.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/2020notices.aspx
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Renee Paxton at the opening night of Top Screen 2019

Environmental poster designed by Visual Communication Design 
student Celia Davidson

Systems Engineering student Warren Rogan with his humanoid 
robot.

VCE media students, Max Straume-Tsai and Nicolai Yu at exhibition preparation day for Top Designs 2020.

‘You’ll also see students learning the potential of media beyond entertainment. They’ll 
be discovering that interacting with film and television presents an opportunity to 
dissect the art of storytelling and narrative, to probe how ideology is fuelled, and 
analyse social values and attitudes. And that’s when the real fun begins!’

So, in Renee’s view, what are the most important attributes of a good teacher?

‘Being able to build a genuine rapport with the students. And that’s not about getting 
them to like you but to enjoy and love the subject that you’re teaching them as much 
as you do,’ she explains.

‘It’s also about showing students that becoming good at something doesn’t need to 
be defined by where you come from or how much you have. In the case of media, 
if you can’t afford a video recorder, try experimenting with your phone or using a 
disposable camera. Don’t have professional backdrop or lighting? White cardboard 
and a desk lamp will usually work just as well.‘

We caught up with Renee at the recent exhibition preparation session held at the 
VCAA Assessment Centre in Coburg. There, approximately 80 students whose 
works were selected for Top Screen and Top Designs gathered to prepare their folios 
for display, most of them meeting each other and seeing each other’s work for the 
first time. 

Celia Davidson, who completed VCE Visual Communication Design last year at 
Wesley College Melbourne, said ‘I feel really grateful to have been selected for this 
exhibition. So many people across Victoria work so hard on their folios and don’t get 
the opportunity to be a part of this.’

Warren Rogan, from Mornington Secondary College, is studying VCE Systems 
Engineering and aspires to be an engineer or designer. He described being selected 
for Top Designs 2020 as ‘an excellent chance to show off my work and a great 
honour. It will also hopefully let me encourage the development of STEM programs 
at my school.’

The VCE Season of Excellence continues this month with the opening of Top Screen 
at ACMI at Treasury Theatre and The Capitol, Top Arts at The Ian Potter Centre: NGV 
Australia, and Top Designs at Melbourne Museum, Carlton. For dates and further 
information, see the VCE Season of Excellence webpage.

continued from page 1

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/season-of-excellence/Pages/Index.aspx
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Early Years

Evaluation survey: Implementation of VEYLDF (2016)
The VCAA, in partnership with the Department of Education and Training, is leading an evaluation of Victorian Early Years 
Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF) 2016 implementation.

The purpose of the project is to evaluate the extent to which the VEYLDF (2016) revisions have been effectively 
communicated to the sector, and the extent to which early childhood professionals have incorporated the VEYLDF (2016) 
into their practice.

Synergistiq, a research consultancy, has been engaged to undertake the evaluation, which began in November 2019 
and will run until December 2020. The final evaluation report will be available on the VCAA website from February 2021.

Data collection for the evaluation project involves an online survey, key stakeholder interviews, and regional forums.

As part of the first round of data collection, Synergistiq invites you to complete an online survey. Your feedback and 
opinions will provide valuable information about the implementation of the VEYLDF and how it has affected your practice. 
The survey will take no more than 15 minutes to complete.

VCAA Early Years Twilight Seminar: Thursday 12 March 2020
Don’t miss out on the first VCAA Early Years Twilight Seminar for 2020, which will launch the new VCAA practice guide, 
Supporting Bilingualism, Multilingualism and Language Learning in the Early Years, on Thursday 12 March 2020.

The launch will include a panel discussion featuring researcher Carolina Cabezas-Benalcázar and Melodie Davies, CEO, 
fka Children’s Services, both of whom were involved in developing this new practice guide.

This free seminar will be broadcast from the Bastow Institute of Educational Leadership in North Melbourne to regional 
and metropolitan network sites from 5.30pm to 7pm. A recording will also be available through Bastow’s YouTube 
channel after the seminar.

Participants at Bastow and network sites will receive a printed copy of the resource at the end of the seminar. Visit the 
VCAA website for full details and to register.

For information about the seminar, and how you can participate, contact the Early Years Unit: veyldf@edumail.vic.gov.au 
or (03) 9032 1684.

https://www.research.net/r/VEYLDF_2016_evaluation
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/earlyyears-professional-learning/Pages/Index.aspx
mailto:veyldf@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Foundation−10

Curriculum

Professional learning opportunities
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 unit collaborates with Curriculum Managers and other educational professionals to 
provide professional learning opportunities to support the implementation of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 in schools. 
We welcome suggestions on future professional learning opportunities.

Webinars
The following webinars will be held this month.

• Using the Language Assessments Session 2

Wednesday 11 March 2020, 3.45–4.45pm

A close look at the Language Assessments and how they can be used by teachers.

• What do I assess in Physical Education (Foundation to Level 6)?

Wednesday 18 March 2020, 3.45–4.45pm

For teachers to understand the alignment of the content descriptions and achievement standards in Health and 
Physical Education, with a specific focus on the Movement and Physical Activity strand.

• Using the Language Assessments Session 3

Tuesday 24 March 2020, 3.45–4.45pm

A closer look at using the data and assessment to support teachers using the Language Assessments. Registrations 
are also open for a range of webinars occurring in April, May and June.

Face-to-face
A number of additional workshops have been scheduled for Term 2.

• Making visible Aboriginal perspectives in the curriculum

Tuesday 21 April 2020: Geelong, 4.15–6pm

Wednesday 22 April 2020: Horsham, 4–5.45pm

Thursday 23 April 2020: Warrnambool, 4–5.45pm

Tuesday 19 May 2020: Mildura, 4–5.45pm

Tuesday 26 May 2020: Wodonga, 4–5.45pm

Wednesday 27 May 2020: Shepparton, 4–5.45pm

Wednesday 3 June 2020: Bendigo, 4–5.45pm

Tuesday 9 June 2020: Bairnsdale, 4–5.45pm

• Implementing the Capabilities

Tuesday 5 May 2020: Hamilton, 4–6pm

See the F–10 Professional Learning webpage for all registration details.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
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Foundation−10 

New resources

Support for teaching Dance in primary classrooms
The VCAA has recently published a sample unit of work designed to provide teachers with ideas of how to approach 
teaching Dance at Foundation level.

This sample unit of work for Foundation is called Foundation – How do people in different roles fit together in the 
community? It consists of eight learning activities based around a central theme. Each of the learning activities includes 
learning intentions, assessment opportunities, an indication of timing, relevant Victorian Curriculum F–10 links, lists of 
web resources plus any other resources required, and explicit instructions and tips for teachers.

Sample units of work for other primary levels will be published in 2020.

Access new Ethical Capability sample units of work
The following new sample units of work have been published to support teachers implementing the Ethical Capability 
curriculum at Levels 7 and 8 and Levels 9 and 10. Each unit unpacks one specific content description in the Ethical 
Capability curriculum.

Levels 7 and 8: Exploring special obligations, duties and consequences in ethical decision-making and action consists of 
two standalone 50-minute sessions. Students are introduced to the concept of ethical obligation as well as consequentialist 
ethics, including the utility principle. They consider how different views on where ethical obligation lies affect decision-
making when using the consequentialist approach called utilitarianism. They learn criteria and other factors that can be 
applied to analyse the degree of ethical responsibility held by people in a particular situation.

Levels 9 and 10: The same ethical principles – but different positions consists of two standalone 50-minute sessions. 
Students are introduced to a range of reasons why ethical principles may be shared by people but lead to different 
actions. They consider opposing views on the ethical treatment of animals in order to explore the influence of cultural 
norms, world views and philosophical thought.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/dance/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/dance/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/ethical-capability/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/ethical-capability/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
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Foundation−10

Assessment

NAPLAN Test Administration website
The NAPLAN Helpdesk team thanks schools for their cooperation in completing the tasks relating to the enrolment 
phase of the administration process. The NAPLAN Test Administration website will reopen on Tuesday 14 April 2020 with 
student enrolment information for the test phase. During this phase, schools will be asked to complete tasks related to 
student participation in the tests. Instructions for using the website to complete the tasks during test phase will be made 
available in Term 2.

Schools with queries related to any aspect of NAPLAN 2020 should contact the NAPLAN Helpdesk: vcaa.naplan.help@
edumail.vic.gov.au or 1800 648 637 (freecall).

NAPLAN Equating Study
Each year, the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) undertakes an Equating Study to 
enable the results from NAPLAN tests to be reported on the same scales from year to year. The NAPLAN Equating Study 
is a very important aspect of the NAPLAN testing program as it ensures consistency and fairness in the reporting of 
student results.

Participation in the Equating Study is a mandatory part of the NAPLAN program for schools that are selected to take part. 
The VCAA will contact schools shortly to notify them of their selection.

NAPLAN Online
The VCAA is currently providing refresher training for NAPLAN coordinators from Monday 24 February to Friday 20 
March 2020. This training, alongside the NAPLAN Coordinator guide, will cover all that is required to successfully use the 
platform to administer NAPLAN Online.

The refresher training is three hours in duration (9am to 12pm or 1pm to 4pm) with morning/afternoon tea provided. The 
VCAA will provide full-day Casual Relief Teacher (CRT) payment for up to two staff from each school.

The VCAA strongly recommends that schools take this opportunity to ensure that they are well prepared to administer 
NAPLAN Online in 2020. Note that for those who are new to the NAPLAN coordinator role, training is required to ensure 
that the online tests are effectively and efficiently delivered.

Subject to availability, staff can still register for training.

Sign up to use On Demand Testing
To register your school for access to the On Demand Testing program or for queries about the program, contact the On 
Demand Helpdesk: vcaa.ondemand.support@edumail.vic.gov.au or 1800 827 721.

Information and support documentation about On Demand Testing is also available on the On Demand Testing webpage.

mailto:vcaa.naplan.help@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:vcaa.naplan.help@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/naplanonlinerefreshertraining
mailto:vcaa.ondemand.support@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/f-10assessment/ondemandtesting/Pages/Index.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum

2020 VCE School-based Assessment Audit
All schools delivering the VCE are audited each year for at least one VCE study, and all VCE studies are subject to the 
annual School-based Assessment Audit. On Monday 24 February 2020, schools were notified through VASS of the 
studies selected for the Unit 3 School-based Assessment Audit.

The screen in VASS where schools can access the list of studies selected for audit at their school is School Program > 
VCE > School-based Assessment Audit (ensure the search function is filtered to view Unit 3 studies only).

In the first stage of the School-based Assessment Audit teachers of VCE studies complete an onilne study-specific audit 
questionnaire on behalf of their school with the support of the principal (or principal’s delegate). Responses to the audit 
questionnaire must be completed by Friday 13 March 2020 and detail the schools’ planned approach to assessment for 
Unit 3 in 2020.

The responses provided by schools to the audit questionnaire enable the VCAA to determine whether School-based 
Assessment is following the specifications and requirements set out in the accredited VCE study design and the VCE 
assessment principles. The audit is a necessary component of the VCAA’s management of the quality and integrity of 
School-based Assessment in the VCE; its purpose is not punitive or personal.

Further information on the School-based Assessment Audit can be found on the School-based Assessment Audit 
webpage or the VCE General Advice and Policy webpage. Any queries can be directed to the School-based Assessment 
Audit team: school.assessment.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au or (03) 9032 1735.

Amendments to VCE English Language Study Design
Amendments have been made to the VCE English Language Study Design (2016–2022), effective immediately. The 
updated study design and a list of amendments are now available on the VCE English Language study webpage.

For further information, contact Annelise Balsamo, Curriculum Manager, English: Balsamo.Annelise.Z@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Update to FAQs for VCE Physical Education
The frequently asked questions document for VCE Physical Education Units 1 and 2 has been updated.

Refer to Notice to Schools 24/2020.

Higher Education Studies in the VCE Program recommendations
A set of recommendations from the Higher Education Studies in the VCE Program is now available for students, schools 
and participating universities.

Refer to Notice to Schools 23/2020.

VCE study designs for implementation in 2021
The study designs for VCE Biology, VCE Environmental Science, VCE History for implementation in 2021 are now 
available online.

Refer to Notice to Schools 22/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/Pages/VCEPoliciesandGuidelines.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/Pages/VCEPoliciesandGuidelines.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/schoolbasedassessmentaudit/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/Pages/VCEPoliciesandGuidelines.aspx
mailto:school.assessment.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/englishlanguage/Pages/Index.aspx
mailto:Balsamo.Annelise.Z@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/24.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/23.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/22.aspx
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\Victorian Certificate of Education

VCE Second Languages webinar recording now available
A video of the professional learning webinar for VCE Second Langauges conducted last month is available online.

Refer to Notice to Schools 36/2020.

VCE Environmental Science 2021 study design
The study design for VCE Environmental Science for implementation in 2021 is now available online.

Refer to Notice to Schools 37/2020.

Assessment

VCE VET Creative and Digital Media
The 2020 approved software programs for VCE VET Creative and Digital Media are now available on the VCE VET 
Creative and Digital Media webpage.

VCE Extended Investigation Externally-assessed Tasks
The 2020 updated task specifications and advice for VCE Extended Investigation Externally-assessed Tasks have been 
published on the VCE Extended Investigation study webpage.

VCE VET Sport and Recreation
New examination specifications for the VCE VET Sport and Recreation 2020 end-of-year examination have been 
published on the VCE VET Sport and Recreation webpage.

School-based Assessment videos available for teachers
The VCAA has produced a series of videos in which teachers who have developed excellent School-based Assessment 
tasks discuss their work addressing the VCE assessment principles.

Refer to Notice to Schools 27/2020.

Become a VCE Assessor
Applications to be an assessor for all 2020 VCE external assessments and the General Achievement Test are now open.

Refer to Notice to Schools 38/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/36.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/37.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vet-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/VCEVETCreativeandDigitalMedia.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vet-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/VCEVETCreativeandDigitalMedia.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/Extended-Investigation.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vet-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/VCEVETSportandRecreation.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/27.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/38.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

Revised VCAL Curriculum for 2020
The revised VCAL curriculum is being implemented in 2020 and is now available via the VCAL Curriculum webpage.

Refer to Notice to Schools 26/2020.

Review of VCAL in senior secondary schooling
The Victorian Government is reviewing vocational and applied learning in senior secondary schooling and is seeking 
public input.

Information will be collected through school visits, workshops, forums, meetings, online surveys and submissions. This 
will enable the review to provide advice on how Victoria’s vocational and applied learning education programs can 
effectively equip students with the skills and knowledge needed for post-school success.

For further details, see the Engage Victoria website.

Vocational Education and Training

November 2019 Statewide VET Workshops 
Presentation material and participant feedback collected from the November 2019 Statewide VET Workshops will be 
available in March 2020 on the VET webpage.

Structured workplace learning recognition
Schools that want to provide SWL recognition but which have not had training should contact the VET Unit at 
vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au for details of upcoming activities. A webinar will be conducted in Term 2.

VCE VET scored assessment webinar
A webinar to support VCE VET scored assessment will be held in late March. A Notice to Schools will provide information 
regarding the date and time.

VCE VET Health: Supplementary Advice
Later this month, the VCAA is publishing a new resource, VCE VET Health: Supplementary Advice. This resource provides 
teaching and learning advice for Units 1 to 4 of the VCE VET Health program. It has been developed by subject matter 
experts and gives teachers information about the health industry, health sector skills and knowledge, pathways, learning 
activities, sequencing and clustering, and maintaining sector knowledge.

A hard copy of the resource will be distributed to schools at the end of Term 1 and an electronic copy will be available on 
the VCE VET Health webpage.

VCE VET Coursework audit 2019
Results and feedback from 2019 VCE VET coursework audits have now been sent to principals and managers of the 
Assessing Group of the VCE VET program and registered training organisation partners. Teachers of VCE VET programs 
in schools that were audited should ensure they have received the outcome of their audit from their principal. If audit 
results indicated that improvement in task design was required, teachers should attend the relevant VCE VET scored 
assessment workshop in March 2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/26.aspx
https://engage.vic.gov.au/vcalreview
mailto:vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/health.aspx


VCAA Bulletin March 2020 11

Vocational Education and Training

VCE VET Scored Assessment Workshops: Implementing the new task type 
rules for 2020
In March 2020, a series of program/industry-specific professional development workshops for assessors of scored 
VCE VET programs will be held at the Moonee Valley Racecourse, Moonee Ponds.

Refer to Notice to Schools 21/2020.

Material to support scored assessment
Trainers and teachers wanting to update or review their VCE VET scored coursework tasks should refer to the 
VCE VET Programs Scored Assessment webpage. Updated Assessment Plans for 2020 are available for all scored 
VCE VET programs on the program-specific webpages.

VCE VET State Reviewer positions
Expressions of interest are invited for the vacant VCE VET State Reviewer positions for 2020 in the following program areas: 

• Hospitality

• Integrated Technologies.

Teachers of these programs at the Units 3 and 4 level are encouraged to apply for the State Reviewer positions. 

The VCE VET State Reviewer is required to undertake a range of activities, including participating in VCAA professional 
development activities, assisting in VCE VET program reviews (where appropriate), providing feedback and advice to 
schools/registered training organisations, assisting in the preparation of published advice regarding scored assessment, 
conducting coursework audits and preparing feedback as a result of the coursework audits.

For more information and details of how to apply, contact the VET Unit: vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Get VET: New videos
Get VET offers a wide range of videos, success stories, posters and flowcharts that support teachers in informing 
students, parents/guardians and school communities about the opportunities available through VET in the VCE and VCAL.

This month the VCAA published eight new videos in the VET Program Video Library, introducing students to the following 
VCE VET programs:

• VET Applied Fashion Design and Technology

• VET Automotive

• VET Business

• VET Community Services

• VET Creative and Digital Media

• VET Dance

• VET Engineering

• VET Integrated Technologies.

New VCE VET program booklets
VCE VET program booklets have been published and are now available on each VCE VET program webpage. These 
booklets are to be used in conjunction with the VCE VET Program Guide and provide program-specific advice for each 
VCE VET program.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/21.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vet-assessment/Pages/VCEVETProgramsScoredAssessment.aspx
mailto:vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/VETProgramVideoLibrary.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/Index.aspx
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Administrative advice

Education State Sample Assessments: Arts assessors and Critical and 
Creative Thinking (CCT) supervisors required
The VCAA is seeking applications from current and retired teachers to assess in the Arts and supervise Critical and Creative 
Thinking (CCT) assessments. The aim of this assessment project is to measure the Victorian Government’s Education 
State targets by assessing student artwork, performances or CCT at Year 6 and Year 10.

The Arts assessments will focus on Visual Arts and Music. This is a great opportunity for teachers to assess in their 
chosen Arts field. The Arts assessments will be held at various school locations during Term 2 (Monday 25 May to 
Friday 26 June 2020) and Term 3 (Monday 13 July to Friday 14 August 2020). The minimum requirement is one full day; 
however, you may assess for multiple days with the agreement of your principal. Casual Relief Teacher (CRT) payments 
are payable either to individuals or schools, as applicable. A half-day paid training session will be held for successful 
applicants on Tuesday 12 May 2020.

The CCT assessments are online assessments completed in schools, and require supervisors. Assessments will be 
held during Term 3, from Monday 20 July to Friday 7 August 2020. Supervisors will be allocated to schools based on 
availability and school locations. They are compensated for travel and paid a half-day CRT for each school supervised. 
Supervisors will have access to an IT helpdesk and support during the assessment period. A half-day paid training 
session will be held for successful applicants on Tuesday 23 June 2020. 

Applications via the Sessional Staff Management System will open in March 2020 and close in early April 2020. For more 
information, contact Education State Sample Assessments: (03) 9225 2346.
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