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Ivy Windred-Wornes, Fitzroy High School, ‘Lies’ – Charms of Finches

Tasmia Islam, Suzanne Cory High School, Holding Life 2019

VCE Season of Excellence goes virtual
As a host of major cultural institutions expand into digital space, so 
too has the VCE Season of Excellence 2020. In partnership with 
the Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI), Melbourne 
Museum and the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) student works 
from VCE students in 2019 are now available in online exhibitions.

Top Designs 2020 has been created into a virtual tour of the 
exhibition at Melbourne Museum, featuring 88 works and 
additional resources, offering viewers a glimpse into the future of 
Australian design.

The full 90-minute program of Top Screen, a collection of 15 
exceptional short films, is now available for all VCE Media teachers 
by request via ACMI.

The NGV has developed an interactive self-guided tour of Top 
Arts 2020, along with curator overviews of the exhibition and 
information about each of the student artists.

Top Class Drama and Top Class Theatre Studies performers have 
been recording their solo performances which will be available on 
the VCAA website in the coming weeks.

During Term 2 there will be further educational resources 
available, including webinars with exhibitors, performers and 
student filmmakers.

We congratulate all students on their outstanding achievements 
and thank our partner venues and sponsors for bringing the 
Season to audiences during this unprecedented time.

Jared Baum, Ballarat Clarendon College, Ballarat ‘The Gap’ Indoor rock climbing gym

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/learning/top-designs-2020/
https://www.acmi.net.au/events/top-screen-2020/
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/top-arts-2020/
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/top-arts-2020/
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Andrew Cochrane, trustee with Samuel Stuchbery

Fiona Cochrane, trustee with Jessie Hillel

Excellence and awards

Margaret Schofield Memorial Scholarship

Margaret Scholarship Memorial Scholarship recipients announced
Recipients of this year’s Margaret Schofield Memorial Scholarship 
for music composition and performance have been recognised 
during the 2020 VCE Season of Excellence Top Class showcases. 

Samuel Stuchbery was awarded the Margaret Schofield Memorial 
Scholarship for Music Composition. Samuel studied Music Style 
and Composition at Virtual School Victoria and has a great interest 
in composing. His goal is to gain the skills to compose under a 
range of fields including orchestral, chamber, film, game and 
other media. He also has a keen interest in jazz bands and stage 
band writing. 

Samuel took to the stage with 17 musicians at Top Class Sound 
to perform his composition Desert Sunrise, which has a Middle 
Eastern, oriental feel and captivated the audience. 

Mikaela Banitsiotis, who studied VCE Music Investigation at the 
Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School, was a recipient 
of the scholarship for music performance. Mikaela has performed 
across Victoria, New South Wales and Tasmania, and also 
participated in masterclasses in New York City last year. Mikaela 
plays both piano and violin and is passionate about collaborating 
with other musicians to effectively express herself. Mikaela was 
unable to perform at Top Class Music as she is currently studying 
at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.

Vocalist Jessie Hillel, who also received the scholarship for music 
performance, studied VCE Music Investigation at the Victorian 
College of the Arts Secondary School. Jessie treated the audience 
at Top Class Music to a mesmerising rendition of Reverie by 
Reynaldo Hahn.

Jessie is passionate about music performance and sees it as a form of expression and communication that a lot of 
people can relate to. “I think that it can be super healing to feel like your thoughts or your feelings are validated by another 
person” she explains. ‘The most straightforward reasons I like music performance are because I like how it can link 
together whole groups of people in the most wholesome and unselfish way.” she said.

Another aspect of music that Jessie enjoys is how it is universal. ‘It supports the idea that although everyone is slightly 
different, the “human experience” is still valid and we’re all linked to it and by extension linked to each other’, she explained. 
Jessie is looking forward to continuing her studies in music and hopes to make a career out of music performance 
and writing. 

The family of the late Margaret Schofield established the scholarships in her name to recognise her achievements as a 
musician and her commitment to music education. Successful applicants receive a $7000 scholarship to assist them with 
pursuing their passion of music in tertiary education. Applications are open each year to students who have completed 
their VCE at a government secondary school. 

Plain English Speaking Award

Applications for the 2020 Plain English Speaking Award open
Applications for Plain English Speaking Award state heats are now open. Entries close Monday 4 May 2020.

Refer to Notice to Schools 41/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/41.aspx
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Early Years

New professional learning resources for early childhood professionals
The VCAA Early Years Unit has two new resources that are now available online for all early childhood professionals. Both 
resources support engagement with the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF) Practice 
Principles and Learning and Development Outcomes.

Supporting BiIingualism, Multilingualism and Language Learning in the Early Years 
This new resource is a practice guide that:

• contextualises linguistic diversity as a defining feature of Victoria, and foregrounds the significance of Victorian 
Aboriginal Languages, and the history of colonial and immigrant languages

• sets out theoretical perspectives of bilingualism, multilingualism and language learning, including the cognitive 
advantages of bilingualism, and the importance of children’s rights in maintaining their family or heritage languages

• includes Learning Activity scenarios that provide an opportunity for educators to reflect on and engage with the 
theory of supporting children and families in bilingual and multilingual contexts, linked to the VEYLDF Practice 
Principles.

A set of videos, featuring Melodie Davies, from fka Children’s Services, and researcher Carolina Cabezas, have been 
developed for educational leaders to support professional learning. The videos provide an introduction to and overview 
of the new practice guide.

Early Years Planning Cycle Resource for the Victorian Early Years Learning and 
Development Framework
This new resource was developed with Dr Caroline Cohrssen (University of Melbourne) to:

• demonstrate how the VEYLDF Early Years Planning Cycle can be applied to observe, assess and respond to 
evidence of children’s learning

• illustrate and provide a model for the teaching of specific concepts to children aged from birth to eight years within 
everyday learning environments.

This full-colour edition builds on the previous Planning Cycle Resources early childhood professionals may be familiar with.

In addition to the printed and online accessible PDF versions, a set of five videos featuring Dr Cohrssen have been 
developed to introduce and familiarise early childhood professionals with the concepts and strategies in the resource.

Ordering printed copies of VCAA Early Years resources
• Printed copies of these two new resources, as well as the VEYLDF Outcomes literature review and practice guide 

series, can be ordered online.

• Due to the current COVID-19 situation, there are delays in organising delivery of all printed resources. However, 
a new order form has been created to record your details. VCAA will keep you up-to-date about how resource 
distribution is progressing.

• Please contact the Early Years Unit, if you have any questions about these resources, or how to order: 
veyldf@edumail.vic.gov.au.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/earlyyears/ey-curriculum-resources/Pages/LanguageLearning.aspx
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=657735&s=317853&a=18689&k=aYxqzmqf1dgwMNRraRWwtMY_Al53kOTzaAWm3mH2wbQ
mailto:veyldf%40edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Ordering%20VCAA%20Early%20Years%20resources
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Foundation–10

Curriculum

Victorian Curriculum F–10 online Language Assessments 
To support teachers implementing the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Languages, the VCAA offers access to a suite of online 
Language Assessments, developed and hosted by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER).

Suitable for Levels 5–6 through to Levels 9–10, the Language Assessments offer separate online, multiple-choice format 
tests in listening and reading, in increasing levels of difficulty, across eight languages:

• Chinese

• French

• German

• Indonesian

• Italian

• Japanese

• Modern Greek

• Spanish.

They are available at no cost to Victorian schools and community languages providers.

The assessments can be used on demand by teachers, and provide snapshots of students’ listening and reading skills, 
which can be used to better target students’ learning needs. 

They can now also be completed individually by students working at home. Please visit the F–10 Victorian Curriculum 
webpage for more information.

To access the Language Assessments, Victorian schools need to register through ACER’s Online Assessment and 
Reporting System. Once registered, schools will receive a confirmation email and further instructions from ACER on how 
to proceed.

The VCAA and ACER also conducted a series of online professional learning sessions to support teachers using the 
assessments. The webinar sessions have been recorded and are available on the F–10 Professional Learning webpage.

For further information, contact Maria Dikaiou, Victorian Curriculum F–10 Unit: vcaa.f10.curriculum@edumail.vic.gov.au 
or (03) 9032 1746.

Download Health and Physical Education posters for Levels 7–10
The VCAA has developed two more downloadable resources to support teachers in the assessment of the Movement 
and Physical Activity strand of the Health and Physical Education curriculum. These two posters cover Levels 7 and 8 
and Levels 9 and 10, and they join four previously published posters that cover Foundation to Level 6.

Each poster unpacks three sub-strands:

• Moving the body

• Understanding movement

• Learning through movement.

The skills and knowledge that students are expected to develop as they progress in Health and Physical Education are 
listed under each sub-strand, along with examples of what a student might do if they are demonstrating achievement of 
the standard in that specific curriculum level or band.

Teachers and schools are encouraged to download, print, laminate and display the posters.

https://www.acer.org/au/vcaa-language-assessments
https://oars.acer.edu.au/registration/school/steps/details
https://oars.acer.edu.au/registration/school/steps/details
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
mailto:vcaa.f10.curriculum@edumail.vic.gov.au 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/health-and-physical-education/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
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Foundation–10

Find more new resources
The following new resources have been published to support teachers implementing the Victorian Curriculum F–10.

Home Economics sample unit of work – Levels 7 and 8: Creating a savoury breakfast muffin provides an example 
of how Home Economics teaching and learning programs can draw on both Design and Technologies and Health and 
Physical Education. Over five 60-minute sessions, students design and produce a savoury breakfast muffin that could 
be exhibited in the Royal Melbourne Show Art, Craft and Cookery Competition.

Ethical Capability sample unit of work – Levels 7 and 8: What does it mean to be free? consists of one standalone 
100-minute session or two 50-minute sessions. Students explore two different ways of defining freedom and some 
barriers and enablers linked to these two concepts of freedom. They investigate how the value of freedom is represented 
in human rights and visual artworks.

Assessment

NAPLAN 2020
The VCAA would like to thank all schools for their cooperation and support in relation to the cancellation of NAPLAN 
in 2020. We will keep all schools up to date with developments regarding the preparations for NAPLAN in 2021.

Refer to Notice to Schools 44/2020.

Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum

VCE Classical Greek study design for implementation in 2021
The study design for VCE Classical Greek for implementation in 2021 is now available online.

Refer to Notice to Schools 40/2020.

VCE newly accredited study design briefings postponed
The VCE newly accredited study design briefings due to commence in Term 2 have been postponed until further notice.

The following subjects are affected:

• VCE Biology

• VCE Bridging English as an Additional Language

• VCE Environmental Science

• VCE Geography

• VCE History

• VCE Languages: Chinese First Language, Classical Greek, Classical Hebrew, Indonesian First Language, Japanese 
First Language, Korean First Language, Latin and Vietnamese First Language.

Refer to Notice to Schools 45/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/crosscurriculumresources/Pages/home-economics.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/ethical-capability/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/44.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/classical-greek/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/40.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/45.aspx
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Vocational Education and Training

New VCE VET Health Supplementary Advice 
The VCE VET Health Supplementary Advice for teachers provides training and assessment advice for the VCE VET 
Health program Units 1 to 4. The publication contains advice for developing a range of delivery sequences, learning 
activities and strategies for exam preparation. It can be used as a resource tool to evaluate delivery and improve your 
knowledge of the health industry.

Download a copy of the new VCE VET Health Supplementary Advice publication from the VCE VET Health webpage.

A hard copy of the VCE VET Health Supplementary Advice publication will be sent to VET Coordinators at schools and 
registered training organisations early in Term 2. For more information, call the VET Unit: (03) 9032 1737.

VCE VET Scored Assessment webinar – Implementing the new task type rules
Did you miss the recent Scored Assessment workshops? This webinar will cover information relating to the design and 
development of scored assessment tasks and provide support for schools, RTOs and organisations in implementing the 
new task type rules, which came into effect from January 2020. This webinar will be held on Thursday 7 May and starts 
at 2pm. It will run for 1.5 hours, followed by a 15-minute Q&A. The webinar will be recorded and made available online. 
Register online.

Structured Workplace Learning recognition
In light of the current suspension of Structured Workplace Learning (SWL), students who undertook any SWL or School-
based Apprenticeship and Traineeship placement in Term 1, and who are able to complete the reflections on the required 
number of units of competency, will be able to get up to one unit of credit towards their VCE or VCAL.

The SWL Certificate is now available for enrolments on VASS.

Updated VCE VET program booklets
VCE VET Program Booklets are being progressively updated and published on each VCE VET program page. These 
booklets are to be used in conjunction with the VCE VET Program guide and provide program-specific advice for each 
of VCE VET programs.

2020 Victorian Training Awards – Victorian School-based Apprentice or 
Trainee of the Year
Nominations are now open for the 2020 Victorian Training Awards. 

The Victorian School-based Apprentice or Trainee of the Year Award is presented to a student who is undertaking a 
Certificate II or above qualification as a Victorian school-based apprentice or trainee. The award recognises the student’s 
commitment to their formal studies at school, and in the workplace.

The winner of this award will be nominated by Victoria for the Australian School-based Apprentice of the Year Award at 
the Australian Training Awards and receive $5000 prize money.

Nominations close midnight on Friday 5 June 2020. Information to help you with your nomination can be downloaded 
from the Victorian Training Awards webpage.

New VET program videos
Introduce your students to VET Animal Studies, VET Cisco, VET Furnishing and VET Plumbing with the latest videos 
added to the VET program video library.

Visit Get VET and explore the wide range of program videos, student success stories, posters and flowcharts that can 
support you in informing students, parents, guardians and school communities about the opportunities available through 
VET in the VCE and VCAL.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/health.aspx
https://vcaa.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5pr9GJDweWWk1DL
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/awards/vta/Pages/vtacategory.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/awards/vta/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/VETProgramVideoLibrary.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx
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Administrative advice

Changes to VCAA fees and charges
VCAA fees and charges increased from Tuesday 14 April 2020, in line with normal annual increases.

All VCAA forms relating to a service for which a fee applies have been updated with the new fees and charges.

From this date, the new forms should be submitted to the VCAA when requesting a service, however we will consider if 
the fee for the service is applicable in the COVID-19 environment.

The Summary Schedule of Fees and Charges has also been updated.

Refer to Notice to Schools 47/2020.

Revised administrative and assessment dates
Administrative and assessment dates are being revised in response to the recent Victorian Government announcement 
regarding VCE and VCAL in 2020.

Refer to Notice to Schools 48/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/Pages/FeesandCharges.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/47.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/48.aspx
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