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Celebrating VCAL excellence
As schools adapted to online spaces, so too did the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) 
Achievement Awards. The awards ceremony was held online on Tuesday 28 April, with more than 200 
people tuning in to the live event. Award recipients and attendees from across Victoria joined the event 
on laptops, smart phones and tablets, watching from various locations, including Warrnambool, Kyabram, 
Traralgon and Geelong.

The VCAL Achievement Awards celebrate the outstanding endeavours of students who completed a VCAL 
qualification in 2019, as well as the exceptional contributions of VCAL teachers and community partners. 

Suzy Chandler, Executive Director of Curriculum at the VCAA, hosted the event as Master of Ceremonies. 
She noted the unique circumstances of delivering the ceremony online and the importance of recognising 
achievements within VCAL. ‘We know that the traditional classroom setting is not always the best environment 
for every student to thrive in, so VCAL plays a key role in ensuring students gain practical experiences that 
prepare them for future success.’

The ceremony recognised 32 award recipients, including the student team from Narre Warren South P–12 
College, Dylan Charter, Jade Hillas, Andrija Prebanda and Brandon Stevenson, who ran a successful Year 10 
Wellbeing Day; Madeline Pangrazio, Kyabram P–12 College, whose initiative and leadership helped her break 
into the electrician trade; and Jack Ramsay, Broadford Secondary College, whose outstanding efforts include 
starting a café at his school, organising fundraisers and assisting younger students at the local primary school. 

Guest speaker Elaya Carbone from Monbulk College, recipient of a Senior Student Award for Outstanding 
Achievement, described how VCAL enabled her to pursue becoming a professional chef, while simultaneously 
completing high school.

continued on page 3
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‘VCAL has taught me things I could not have learnt through a textbook. I learnt a lot about myself and realised that, given 
the right opportunities, I can achieve great things,’ she said. 

Bobbie Evans from Emmanuel College was awarded VCAL Teacher of the Year for his exemplary direction of the VCAL 
program at his school and his dedicated support for students and fellow teachers. In addition, Narelle Bean of Werribee 
Secondary College, received the VCAA Chair’s Award, in recognition of her outstanding contribution, passion and dedication 
to growing the VCAL program. In accepting the award, Narelle put the spotlight back on students. 

‘The students have always been the best thing about our VCAL programs. They are the ones that inspire us to strive for 
more, improve programs and build on their ideas. I love that we’re filling our communities with caring global citizens.’

The VCAA congratulates all VCAL Achievement Award winners. Read more about the recipients on the VCAA website.

VCAA Chair reappointed
The VCAA is pleased to announce that Chris Wardlaw PSM has been reappointed to serve as Chair for 
the next three years. Chris brings a wealth of experience in the education sector and his reappointment 
will contribute to the VCAA retaining the strong leadership, experience, knowledge and expertise 
required of the VCAA.

Chris held Deputy Secretary roles in education in Hong Kong (2002–08) and Victoria (2009–13) before 
he retired. In the Hong Kong Government, he was responsible for curriculum, assessment and quality 
assurance for pre-primary, basic education and senior secondary education. In Victoria, he was 
responsible for strategy and review across the portfolio. 

Before his time in Hong Kong, Chris had a long career in Victorian education, during which he took a 
leading role in major reforms supporting school-level decision-making, evaluation and review. 

He taught economics and history at university and secondary levels before moving into educational 
administration. 

Chris received an Australian Sports Medal in 2000 and the Public Service Medal in the 2013 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
list. He was made a Fellow of Monash University in 2013. He is Director of the Board of Athletics Australia and Deputy 
Chair of the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership. 

continued from page 1
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Excellence and awards

Plain English Speaking Award

Plain English Speaking Award 2020 to continue online
The state heats for the 2020 Plain English Speaking Award will take place via online video conferencing. Students will not 
be required to travel to host schools this year.

Refer to Notice to Schools 50/2020.

VCE Season of Excellence

VCE Season of Excellence 2020 online
With the support of partner venues, the VCAA is pleased to make available online the 2020 VCE Season of Excellence. 

Refer to Notice to Schools 51/2020.

Top Class Drama and Theatre Studies online
Top Class Online is presented as a series of short concerts each featuring diverse solos from four to five performers, 
alongside discussion forums led by Chief Assessors Bronwyn Egan and Richard Sallis.

Refer to Notice to Schools 56/2020.

Early Years

Resources to support learning from home 
The Department of Education and Training (DET) knows that at this time, some families are choosing to support their 
children to learn from home. Services are asked to make reasonable efforts to keep engaging with families, and supporting 
learning in the home for enrolled children not attending the service, in a way that best meets the needs of each family. 

Learning from home will look different across the state, reflecting each service’s unique identity, philosophy and 
community characteristics. The Department’s website has a range of resources that services can use to support families 
to engage in learning activities with their children at home. Further high-quality learning activities can be found on the 
Early Childhood section of the Department’s FUSE website.

In addition to advice and resources, the Department is offering free webinars for early childhood teachers and educators. 
These will help increase their knowledge and understanding of best-practice teaching and learning approaches for 
children taking part in learning from home. For information about the dates, times and registration process to participate 
in these webinars visit the Department’s website.

New VCAA resources
In late May, the VCAA will be releasing a new literature review and practice guide to support the Victorian Early Years 
Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF).

These two resources relate to the VEYLDF Learning and Development Outcome ‘Children have a strong sense of identity’. 
Details of the release will be announced in the June VCAA Bulletin, but in the meantime early childhood professionals can 
access the literature reviews and practice guides relating to three other Learning and Development Outcomes–Learning, 
Communication and Wellbeing–on the VCAA website.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/50.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/51.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/56.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/Pages/Learning-from-home-in-an-early-childhood-setting.aspx
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/EarlyChildhood
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/Pages/Learning-from-home-in-an-early-childhood-setting.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/earlyyears/ey-curriculum-resources/Pages/Birth-to-8years.aspx
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Foundation–10

Curriculum

Have your say about Victorian Curriculum F–10 implementation
The VCAA invites teachers, curriculum leaders and principals to take part in a short, 10-minute survey about their 
experience of implementing the Victorian Curriculum F–10. This is a great opportunity for Victorian schools to provide 
their insights and feedback about using the Victorian Curriculum F–10 and associated resources.

The survey is administered for the VCAA by Learning First, an independent organisation. The information will help the 
VCAA identify what aspects of curriculum implementation are working well, and how the VCAA could provide schools 
with additional support. 

The survey is open until Sunday 21 June.

All information collected and analysed by Learning First is held under privacy and confidentiality protocols and is 
de-identified before it is released to the VCAA.

Some schools have already received a survey link directly from Learning First, and there is no need for these 
schools to complete the survey again.

Modified and expanded professional learning program
The Term 2 Professional Learning program has been modified and expanded to support Victorian teachers delivering the 
curriculum via remote and flexible learning models.

Presentations will cover each of the curriculum areas, followed by a Q&A session. Webinars on related topics of interest, 
such as where to find curriculum-related resources on the VCAA websites and using indicative progress examples for 
mid-year reporting, are also covered in these webinars.

Teachers may access the past professional learning materials webpage for webinar recordings and supplementary information. 

Free online Language assessments
The VCAA offers teachers access at no cost to a suite of online Language assessments, which have been developed 
and are hosted by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER). The assessments can be used on demand by 
teachers to provide a snapshot of students’ listening and reading skills to better target individual student’s learning needs.

The online Language assessments offer separate, multiple-choice format tests in listening and reading in increasing levels 
of difficulty for students working in Levels 5–6, 7–8 and 9–10. The assessments are available in eight languages:

• Chinese

• French

• German

• Indonesian

• Italian

• Japanese

• Modern Greek

• Spanish.

They are available at no cost to Victorian schools and community languages providers.

To access the Language assessments, Victorian schools need to register through ACER’s Online Assessment and 
Reporting System. Once registered, schools will receive a confirmation email and further instructions from ACER on how 
to proceed.

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5475505/VCAA
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/PastprofessionalLearningMaterials.aspx
https://www.acer.org/au/vcaa-language-assessments
https://oars.acer.edu.au/registration/school/steps/details
https://oars.acer.edu.au/registration/school/steps/details
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Foundation–10

Revised indicative progress templates
Indicative progress templates support teachers to develop their own descriptions of student progression based on their 
school’s teaching and learning plans. All indicative progress templates are currently being revised to include a curriculum-
specific example and will be available in late May. 

The revised templates can assist teachers to describe what student progression looks like between achievement 
standards and to assist assessment and reporting of students’ learning progress. 

Each template includes:

• an annotated example

• a curriculum-specific example of an indicative progress description

• an indicative progress template with the achievement standards.

Teachers will be able to access the revised templates from the ‘Help me assess’ tab under F–10 curriculum area resources 
in late May.

Assessment

On Demand assessment 
The VCAA On Demand platform is available to schools. 

For queries relating to On Demand, contact the helpdesk on vcaa.ondemand.support@edumail.vic.gov.au.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:vcaa.ondemand.support@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum

School-based Assessment
Information has been published on the VCAA website with advice on any yet-to-be completed practical school-based 
assessment for studies of a practical nature where specific school facilities are required for an authentic assessment. 
The Unit 3 Practical Assessment advice covers 20 study areas and provides recommendations on where:

• a school can conduct practical assessment tasks in a supervised school environment, while maintaining 
social distancing 

• practical work can be delayed 

• schools and teachers may consider replacing practical activities with simulations to generate primary data 

• schools and providers should, wherever possible, use video conferencing. 

Further advice has also been provided to support Remote Assessment and Authentication on the VCAA website. 

2020 Adjusted Study Designs
The VCAA has undertaken a review of the Unit 4 component of every study design with a focus on reducing school-based 
assessment tasks, where possible, to relieve some pressure on students to acknowledge the move to remote and flexible 
learning arrangements.

Teachers should note that they should only access the 2020 Adjusted Study Design. 

Within each 2020 Adjusted Study Design, deletions are in red coloured text and strike through while changes are in blue 
coloured text and highlighted. It is imperative that the 2020 Adjusted Study Design is used for the remainder of 2020.

Examinations will be based on the key knowledge and skills contained in the 2020 Adjusted Study Design. The 2020 
Adjusted Study Design may include adjustments to the key knowledge and skills and the scope of the assessment. 
Teachers can be assured that students will only be externally assessed on the content in the 2020 Adjusted Study Design.

VCE Adjusted Study Designs professional learning program
The VCAA is delivering a professional learning program to support VCE Unit 3 and 4 teachers in implementing and 
delivering the adjusted Study Designs for 2020 and to answer questions related to the adjusted study design content and 
school-based assessment. This professional learning program will involve a mixture of live webinars, on-demand videos 
and supporting documentation including FAQs across each VCE study.

Register using the links on our COVID-19 advice webpage – ensure you register with your work email address to streamline 
the registration process.

Refer to Notice to Schools 57/2020.

VCE Study Designs – changes to accreditation periods and prescribed lists
To support teachers to focus on the continuity of learning in their schools, the VCAA Board and the CEO of the Victorian 
Registration and Qualifications Authority have approved a 12-month extension to the accreditation periods for all accredited 
VCE study designs.

Refer to Notice to Schools 55/2020.

2020 School-based Assessment Audit – Unit 3
Schools will be notified of the outcome of their Unit 3 School-based Assessment Audit on Monday 11 May. The outcomes 
of the audit will be available on the following screen in VASS: School Program > VCE > School-based Assessment Audit.

Refer to Notice to Schools 54/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/57.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/55.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/54.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

Structured Workplace Learning component in VCAL
The VCAA is recommending training required for completion of the VCE or VCAL be completed by the end of the current 
school year. This is consistent with the advice to TAFEs and RTOs that they are deemed an essential service, and as such, 
the expectation is that they will remain open and continue to deliver training to senior secondary students. 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is not a mandated component of VCAL. If a SWL arrangement is being used to 
meet some of the learning outcome requirements of a VCAL unit and is unable to be completed, providers can use one 
of the existing options:

• Use other assessment tasks and activities to meet those learning outcomes.

• Defer completion of the learning outcomes until such a time as it can be conducted.

In VET, where work placement is mandatory and is unable to be completed, that placement may need to be deferred 
until such time that it can be conducted. 

Further advice is available on VCAL on the VCAA website on the COVID-19 advice Schools and Educators webpage.

Advice for Teachers now available
Advice for Teachers is now available for the Personal Development Skills Strand, Industry Specific Skills Strand, Work 
Related Skills Strand, Skills for Further Study – Senior Unit and Portfolio Enhancement and Presentation – Senior Unit.

Refer to Notice to Schools 52/2020.

Vocational Education and Training

VET units of competency and knowledge-based learning
TAFEs and other RTOs are currently developing strategies to support students accessing remote learning options for VET 
delivered to secondary students. The focus for Term 2 is the knowledge-based components of units of competency in 
the VET certificates. Practical training and assessment is to be conducted according to the requirements of the unit and 
may need to be deferred until the students have the opportunity to continue that training in an appropriately resourced 
training environment.

Further advice for TAFEs and training providers is available from the Department of Education and the Australian Skills 
and Qualifications Authority. 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Recognition
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Recognition provides the formal framework and processes to enable students to 
integrate their on-the-job experience and learning in a workplace with nationally recognised VET undertaken as part of 
either the VCE or the VCAL.  

Resources required to set up a SWL Recognition for students undertaking a VCE VET program or School-based 
Apprenticeship or Traineeship (SBAT) in your school are available on the VCAA website. 

Program-specific workplace learning records are available on the program-specific webpages on the VCAA website. 

SWL Recognition webinar
A SWL Recognition webinar will be held in Term 2. Details will be published in the next VCAA Bulletin. For further information, 
contact the VET Unit via: vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/52.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/training/Pages/coronavirus-advice-tafe.aspx
https://www.asqa.gov.au/covid-19
https://www.asqa.gov.au/covid-19
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/Index.aspx
mailto:vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Vocational Education and Training

Suspension or deferral of SWL 
Where SWL has been suspended or deferred after Term 1, students who undertook any SWL or SBAT placement in 
Term 1 are able to complete the reflections on the required number of units of competency to get up to one unit of credit 
towards their VCE or VCAL. The SWL Recognition certificate is available for enrolment on VASS.

New VCE VET Health Supplementary Advice 
The new VCE VET Health Supplementary Advice publication is now available to download from the VCE VET Health webpage.

Administrative advice

Support and information for schools and educators
F–10 and senior secondary teachers may now access two new interactive communication channels to ask questions and 
receive answers in real time from VCAA subject matter experts.

Refer to Notices to Schools 49/2020.

Bulletin board

2020 Victorian Training Awards – Victorian School-based Apprentice or 
Trainee of the Year
Nominate your school-based apprentice or trainee for the 2020 Victorian Training Awards now! 

The Victorian School-based Apprentice or Trainee of the Year Award is presented to a student who is undertaking a 
Certificate II or above qualification as a Victorian school-based apprentice or trainee. The award recognises the student’s 
commitment to their formal studies at school, and in the workplace. 

To download the full eligibility and selection criteria visit the Victorian Training Awards Individual categories webpage.

Nominations close midnight on Friday 5 June 2020. Information to help you with your nomination can be downloaded 
from the Victorian Training Awards page.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/health.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/49.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/awards/vta/Pages/vtacategory.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/awards/vta/Pages/default.aspx
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