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Supporting a world of languages
In a multicultural society such as Australia’s, an important goal of education is to develop citizens who 
understand that cultural differences are an asset and that being open to new experiences can provide 
inspiration, empathy and understanding.

The study of a language enhances opportunities for active participation in a multicultural world. Learning 
another language provides a lived experience in understanding how people value cultures, languages and 
beliefs, and how they form identity. In the process of engaging with people from other cultures, students 
adapt their own world view. Through the study of an additional language, students develop skills and 
knowledge to understand new perspectives and apply open-mindedness in all areas of their lives. 

We support the study of languages by providing 48 language studies in the VCE, VET Certificate III in 
Applied Languages and F–10 curriculum and assessment support.

Many of the languages offered at Year 11 and 12 have very small numbers of students in any one year, so 
we work with other states and territories across Australia to provide the widest range of senior secondary 
languages in the world. Languages with fewer enrolment numbers, or ‘small candidature languages’, are 
organised through a national program called the Collaborative Curriculum and Assessment Framework 
for Languages (CCAFL), which has been serving the community for two decades. The CCAFL Languages 
offered in the VCE in 2020 are:

• Armenian 

• Auslan 

• Bosnian

• Chin Hakha

• Croatian

• Dutch

• Filipino

• Hebrew

• Hindi

• Hungarian

• Karen 

• Khmer

• Macedonian

• Maltese

• Persian 

• Polish

• Portuguese

• Punjabi

• Romanian 

• Russian

• Sinhala

• Serbian

• Swedish

• Tamil

• Turkish 

• Yiddish

The curriculum and assessment for these languages is being reviewed and stakeholders will be invited 
to offer their views on the new curriculum and assessment directions when they become available for 
consultation. Further information will be provided during 2020 and 2021.

For more information on languages provision, contact Catherine Bryant, Acting Curriculum Languages Unit 
Manager: bryant.catherine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au.

mailto:bryant.catherine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Top Row (L-R) Mietta Vella, Mateo Acosta Fernandez and Tierney Khan
Second Row (L-R) Prachi Beniwal, Fatima Arshad and Oscar Pearce

Excellence and awards

Plain English Speaking Award

Enormous talent at this year’s PESA 
Each year, the state heats for the Plain English Speaking 
Award (PESA) are hosted live in around 24 schools 
across metropolitan and regional Victoria. This year, we 
reached out to schools who had previously participated 
in the competition to gauge interest in an online format. 
The response was overwhelmingly positive, so we 
adapted the competition to an online format, in which 
over 100 students registered to compete. 

Throughout the 11 state heats the standard of 
competition was extremely high. Students took the 
transition to an online format in their stride, delivering 
compelling speeches from their bedrooms, living 
rooms or school classrooms. When unavoidable tech 
issues arose, competitors impressed adjudicators with 
their ability to remain calm and composed. 

Competitors tackled issues surrounding feminism, 
the prison system, organ donation, data privacy, 
environmentalism, mental health, and more. ‘That there 
was no difference in the quality of the speeches this year, now delivered online, is testament to the enormous talent of 
this year’s PESA competitors,’ remarked veteran PESA adjudicator Travis Lines. The virtual format also provided some 
distinct benefits. Students from regional schools – such as PESA 2020 semi-finalists Josephine Gallagher of Swifts Creek 
P–12 College, and Tristan Gibbs of Brauer College – did not face the challenge of a long commute in order to compete. 
And, for the first time, the competition was able to draw on the expertise of an international adjudicator – Caitlin Grieve, a 
former PESA state finalist based in New Zealand.

On Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 17 June 2020, 28 students competed in the PESA 2020 semi-finals. From these 
hotly contested competitions emerged our state finalists who will compete in the Victorian State Final, scheduled for 
Friday 24 July 2020. 

Details of the PESA 2020 State Final will be released as soon as possible.

VCE Season of Excellence

Additional resources are now available
Top Class Drama and Theatre Studies virtual concerts are now available for students and teachers to view online. These 
include performances from VCE Drama and Theatre Studies students who were selected to perform at this year’s Top 
Class, as well as discussion forums with the Chief Assessors.

We thank all the students who were so generous with their time and provided excellent examples of performances for 
each study.

Stage two of Top Screen and Top Designs are also now available online. Meet some of the Top Screen 2020 filmmakers 
and hear about their filmmaking journeys at the Meet the Filmmakers panel online.

Further resources for Top Designs have now been included on the Melbourne Museum’s Top Designs 2020 webpage. 
Among other treats, you can view folio pages, meet student exhibitors and hear VET Music Industry (Sound Production) 
exhibitor’s recordings. 

Refer to Notices to Schools 63/2020 and 67/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/pesa/Pages/What-is-PESA.aspx#statefinalists
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/season-of-excellence/Pages/2020/TopClassDrama2020.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/season-of-excellence/Pages/2020/TopClassTheatreStudies2020.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0QfcRkD4So&feature=youtu.be
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/learning/top-designs-2020/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/63.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/67.aspx
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Early Years

New literature review and practice guide: Children have a strong sense 
of identity
We have released two new resources for early childhood professionals: 

• Assessment of Children as Having a Strong Sense of Identity: Literature Review by Dr Jen Jackson and Kate Noble 
(Mitchell Institute, Victoria University) and Danielle Anzai, Pru Mitchell and Dr Dan Cloney (Australian Council for 
Educational Research) 

• Identity Practice Guide by Dr Jen Jackson, Kate Noble, Pru Mitchell and Dr Dan Cloney, with Lisa Thorpe and Angie 
Zerella from the Bubup Wilam Aboriginal Child and Family Centre.

These two new resources are part of a series of literature reviews and practice guides to support Victorian early childhood 
professionals to assess children’s learning and development in relation to the five Learning and Development Outcomes 
in the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF). 

The literature review unpacks the concept of a strong sense of identity in children from birth to eight years. It explores 
tools that can be used to assess children’s learning and development against this Outcome, which is described in 
the VEYLDF as including children’s sense of safety and security, autonomy and agency, sense of self, and respectful 
interaction with others.

Central to the child’s development of a sense of identity is their personal identity. This includes awareness of self, summed 
up in the statement ‘I know who I am’, and includes the constructs of self-expression and self-awareness. A strong sense 
of identity requires that a child also appreciates who they are, summed up in the statement ‘I value who I am’. The 
development of self-esteem and self-efficacy supports this. A child’s social identity can be described as how a they see 
themselves (inward) and how they see others (outward).

The practice guide further explores these concepts of identity through reflective scenarios, which demonstrate how early 
childhood professionals in a range of contexts and settings across Victoria can reflect on their own practice in relation 
to this Outcome.

Both resources are available on the VCAA website.

Early Years Professional Learning in 2020
The VCAA will be offering a series of four Twilight Webinars in Term 3 and 4, to support engagement with new resources.

Register for the first two webinars via our online registration form:

• Wednesday 22 July 2020 – Identity Outcome Literature Review and Practice Guide

• Tuesday 8 September 2020 – Community Outcome Literature and Practice Guide.

The one-hour webinars will be will start at 5.30pm and will include a panel presentation by the researchers who developed 
the resources. There is no cost to participate in these webinars and they are open to all professionals working with 
children birth to eight years, as well as students of early childhood education.

Contact the Early Years Unit for further information: veyldf@edumail.vic.gov.au. Subscribe to the Early Years Alert to stay 
up-to-date with all VCAA early years professional learning.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/earlyyears/ey-curriculum-resources/Pages/Birth-to-8years.aspx
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/onstage/g.php?PRID=402a204d419f9f58e850dcfe478f4d1e
mailto:veyldf@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=269318&s=54367&a=18689&k=4228bc9&wt=1
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Foundation–10

Curriculum

Have your say on curriculum implementation
We invite teachers, curriculum leaders and principals to undertake a 10-minute survey about their experience of 
implementing the Victorian Curriculum F–10. This is a great opportunity for Victorian schools to provide their insights and 
feedback about using the Victorian Curriculum F–10 and associated resources.

The survey is administered by Learning First, an independent, internationally renowned evaluation company. The 
information will help us identify what aspects of curriculum implementation are working well, and how we can provide 
additional support to schools. All information collected and analysed by Learning First is held under privacy and 
confidentiality protocols and is de-identified before release.

The survey closes Sunday 21 June 2020.

Some schools have already received a survey link directly from Learning First, and there is no need for these schools to 
complete the survey again.

For technical or administrative questions regarding the survey, contact Learning First: curriculummonitoring@learningfirst.com.

For general questions regarding the survey, contact the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Unit: vcaa.f10.curriculum@edumail.
vic.gov.au.

Refer to Notice to Schools 74/2020.

Implementation and reporting resources now available 

Ideas and tips for using historical sources
The new History F–10 Ideas and tips for using historical sources provides ideas and tips for teaching and learning 
activities using historical sources, including student templates.

Term 2 professional learning program recordings 
In Term 2, we modified and expanded the professional learning program to support Victorian teachers delivering the 
curriculum via remote and flexible learning models.

Presentations covered each of the curriculum areas and included a Q&A session. Teachers who missed these webinars 
may access the recordings from the Past Professional Learning Materials webpage. 

Revised indicative progress templates 
Indicative progress templates support teachers to develop their own descriptions of student progression based on 
their school’s teaching and learning plans. Revised indicative progress templates include a curriculum-specific example. 
A recorded webinar on how to use the templates is also available from the Past Professional Learning Materials webpage.

Teachers can access the revised templates from the ‘Help me assess’ tab under each specific curriculum area in 
F–10 curriculum area resources.

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5475505/VCAA
mailto:curriculummonitoring@learningfirst.com
mailto:vcaa.f10.curriculum@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:vcaa.f10.curriculum@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/74.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/history/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/PastprofessionalLearningMaterials.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/PastprofessionalLearningMaterials.aspx
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Foundation–10

Assessment

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy Program (NAPLAN) 

2019 National Data Results
The 2019 NAPLAN National Data results are now available.

Schools that completed NAPLAN Online in 2019 now have access to historic data and additional reports through the 
new VCAA Data Service. 

Schools that have not yet transitioned to NAPLAN Online can access results through the NAPLAN Data Service.

NAPLAN Helpdesk
We operate a Helpdesk service to assist principals and NAPLAN coordinators with queries about NAPLAN. Contact 
1800 648 637 (freecall) or vcaa.naplan.help@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Formative Assessment Rubric samples 
A Guide to Formative Assessment Rubrics, a suite of professional learning modules and a range of rubrics, tasks and 
annotated work samples were released late last year. We have now also released new curriculum specific resources 
for Technologies, Humanities, The Arts, and Critical and Creative Thinking. There are short videos of teachers sharing 
their experiences and detailed packages, including the rubrics and tasks designed and implemented by teachers, and 
annotated written and video student work samples. This material has been designed to support all teachers to think 
about and use formative assessment practices to progress student learning.

Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum

VCAA principles and procedures for prescribed VCE lists
The ‘VCAA principles and procedures for prescribed VCE lists’ (formerly ‘VCAA principles, guidelines and procedures for 
prescribed VCE text lists’) has been updated.

Refer to Notice to Schools 73/2020.

VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies
From 2020, students undertaking VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies will study and be assessed against the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019. Further information can be found on the VCE Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies webpage.

Refer to Notice to Schools 60/2020.

Corrections to VCE Adjusted Study Designs 2020
Corrections have been made to a number of VCE Adjusted Study Designs 2020 to fix inconsistencies and errors in the 
original adjusted versions (published on 1 May 2020).

Refer to Notices to Schools 61/2020, 68/2020, 70/2020 and 72/2020.

https://dataservice.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://naplands.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
mailto:vcaa.naplan.help@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/f-10assessment/formative-assessment/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/f-10assessment/formative-assessment/formative-assessment-rubric-samples/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/73.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/60.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/61.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/68.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/70.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/72.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Education

VCE Drama and VCE Theatre Studies performance examinations
The prescribed structures and other information for the 2020 VCE Drama Solo Performance examination, and the 
monologues and other information for the 2020 VCE Theatre Studies Monologue examination, are now available.

Refer to Notice to Schools 64/2020.

Reminder: VCE Study Designs changes to accreditation periods
The VCAA Board and the CEO of the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority have approved a 12-month 
extension to the accreditation periods for all accredited VCE study designs.

Refer to Notices to Schools 55/2020 and 69/2020.

VCE Food Studies Unit 4
VCE Food Studies Unit 4 – Food issues, challenges and futures – focusses on Australia’s role in a global food system.

Refer to Notice to Schools 76/2020.

VCE Health and Human Development professional learning webinar
Registrations are now open for the professional learning webinar on developing school-based assessment tasks for 
VCE Health and Human Development.

Refer to Notice to Schools 77/2020.

Assessment

2020 VCE Examinations
The 2020 external assessment schedule and examination dates are now available on the VCAA website.

Refer to Notices to School 62/2020 and 78/2020.

VCE performance and Languages oral examinations and Extended 
Investigation oral presentation scheduling
To assist with the timetabling of VCE performance examinations, Languages oral examinations and Extended Investigation 
oral presentations, schools are required to advise of significant school-based functions, such as final year assemblies or 
graduation ceremonies, that will require student attendance for all or a significant part of a day within the rescheduled 
2020 assessment period (Monday 12 October to Sunday 8 November 2020).

Refer to Notice to Schools 66/2020.

2020 Special Examination Arrangements applications
Schools can now view the outcomes of 2020 Special Examination Arrangements applications via Special Provision Online.

Refer to Notice to Schools 71/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/64.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/55.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/69.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/76.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/77.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2019/Pages/62.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/78.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/66.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/71.aspx
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Vocational Education and Training

Adjustment of Scored Assessment for VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequences
We have published advice on how schools or training providers may adjust the process for arriving at a score for the third 
school-based assessment task from scored VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequences. Where possible, schools should aim to 
arrive at a score for this task as previously planned. The adjusted process is only to be applied where the assessment of 
practical activities has proven impossible to complete due current restrictions.

A webinar to support the adjustment of scored assessment for VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequences will be held 3pm 
Thursday 25 June 2020. It will enable teachers to ask questions and receive answers in real time. Look out for more 
information via Notices to Schools and the VCE VET Programs webpage.

Disruption to VET learning
Many schools will have experienced disruption to learning programs for VET delivered to VCE or VCAL students through 
classroom delivery at school, at locations away from the school, or as part of a School-based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship. It is critical for schools to determine if any adjustment to their students’ VET learning program will impact on 
the award of the VCE or VCAL in 2020. Schools should run VCE or VCAL eligibility reports and, where a student is heavily 
reliant on the VET enrolment, particularly with an external provider, the status of the VET training should be determined. 
Key questions to consider include:

• Will the enrolled units be able to be completed in time for inclusion with the students 2020 results?

• Is a work placement required for the student to be able to complete the unit(s) and what is the alternative if the 
placement cannot proceed?

• Is a delay in practical assessment likely to impact on the completion of the unit(s)?

• Where a non-scored Units 3 and 4 sequence is planned, is it still possible to complete due to delays in training or 
assessment?

Schools should address any concerns in sufficient time so that the planned completion of the VCE or VCAL in 2020 is 
not compromised.

New Equine Studies video
Introduce your students to VET Equine Studies with the latest video added to the VET program video library.

Visit Get VET and explore the wide range of program videos, student success stories, posters and flowcharts that can 
support you in informing students, parents, guardians and school communities about the opportunities available through 
VET in the VCE and VCAL.

VCE VET State Reviewer for Sport and Recreation
Expressions of interest are invited for the vacant VCE VET State Reviewer position for the 2020 Sport and Recreation program.

Teachers at Units 3 and 4 level are encouraged to apply. State Reviewers undertake a range of activities, including 
participating in professional development activities, assisting in VCE VET program reviews (where appropriate), providing 
feedback and advice to schools and registered training organisations, assisting in the preparation of published advice 
regarding scored assessment, conducting coursework audits and preparing feedback as a result of the coursework audits. 

For more information and details of how to apply, contact the VET Unit: vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/VETProgramVideoLibrary.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx
mailto:vet.vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au


VCAA Bulletin June 2020 9

Vocational Education and Training

Structured Workplace Learning Recognition
We previously advised schools that, in 2020, students can access Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Recognition with 
reduced exposure to a workplace. It should also be noted that students can access credit even if their total enrolment in 
the related VET certificate does not reach 180 hours in 2020. We have determined that where a student is enrolled in and 
undertaking a related VET certificate for the duration of the school year, this is sufficient to qualify for SWL Recognition. 

Schools need to make a judgement in assessing students that they have undertaken sufficient training and been exposed 
to sufficient time in a workplace to be able to respond to the reflection questions in their Workplace Learning Record.

School-based Apprentices and Trainees are able to access two credits where they have been engaged for the majority 
of the year in training and employment. Students commencing in second semester will be able to access one credit.

Administrative advice

Midyear certification
Students who have completed the requirements for a VCAL by Friday 19 June 2020 have the opportunity to receive a 
certificate and Statement of Results in mid-July. Students who complete a VCAL certificate midyear will not be eligible to 
complete the VCE in the same calendar year.

Schools should complete the following steps to identify eligible students for VCAL certification at midyear (disregard if 
students are not completing until the end of year):

1. Enter available unit results, including available VET units of competence, on VASS no later than Friday 19 June 2020. 

 – VCE unit results > As the VCE unit results screens are temporarily unavailable to schools, forward any VCE 
unit results for eligible VCAL students to SRRU for processing. Email requests by Friday 19 June 2020: 
student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au.

 – VCAL unit results are entered from Results Admin > VCAL Results Entry > by Class or Student.

 – VET Units of Competence/Modules are entered from Results Admin > VET in Schools Results Entry > by Class 
or by Student Unit of Competence.

2. Run the VASS ‘Mid-Year Reporting’ function (Results Admin > VCAL Reports > Mid-Year Reporting) no later than 
Friday 19 June 2020 and check that all students expected to satisfy requirements at midyear have a status of ‘Pending’. 
Only students listed as ‘Pending’ will receive a certificate and a Statement of Results in July 2020. If students expected 
to satisfy requirements at midyear are not on the list, check their entered results and amend accordingly. The VASS 
‘Mid-Year Reporting’ function may be run as many times as necessary. 

3. Once the report accurately lists the students the principal believes are eligible for certification, the report should be 
printed, endorsed and filed at the school. We may require this document at a later time. 

Important note: The VASS ‘Mid-Year Reporting’ function will not be available after Friday 19 June 2020. 

Schools only need to run the report if they are expecting students to satisfy requirements for VCAL at midyear. 

Schools will receive certificates and Statement of Results by post with ‘Signature on Delivery’ in the first week of Term 3. 
These may be distributed to students at any time.

Students who receive a certificate at midyear will not receive another certificate (at the same level) at the end of the year. 
They may receive an updated Statement of Results or a certificate at a higher level.

Enquiries about midyear certification should be directed to Student Records and Results: (03) 9032 1741 or 
student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Refer to Notice to Schools 65/2020.

Revised 2020 administrative dates and assessment schedule
The important administrative dates for VCE and VCAL programs for the remainder of the 2020 school academic year have 
been revised. A revised 2020 assessment schedule has also been developed.

Refer to Notice to Schools 79/2020.

mailto:student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:student.records@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/65.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/79.aspx


VCAA Bulletin June 2020 10

Bulletin board

Delving deeper into democracy
The 2020 Victorian Students’ Parliamentary Program supports students to engage in the civics and citizenship curriculum, 
achieve excellence in critical and creative thinking, and be active participants in democratic processes. 

Students in Years 5 and 6, and Years 10 and 11 have the opportunity to participate in local conventions, a Parliament of 
Victoria school convention and the National Convention in Canberra. 

Online resources are now available to engage students from government, Catholic and independent schools in local 
conventions in 2020.

Find out more about the program via National Curriculum Services and the Department of Education and Training, or by 
email: nancy.mai@ncsonline.com.au or studentlearning@edumail.vic.gov.au.

https://ncsonline.com.au/projects/victorian-students-parliamentary-program/secondary-schools
https://www.ncsonline.com.au/projects/victorian-students-parliamentary-program
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/humanities/civics/Pages/default.aspx#link30
mailto:nancy.mai@ncsonline.com.au
mailto:studentlearning@edumail.vic.gov.au
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