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Making visible Aboriginal perspectives 
in the Victorian Curriculum F–10
From late August, our new professional learning program of eight webinars will aim to ‘make visible’ Aboriginal 
perspectives in the Victorian Curriculum F–10. 

The webinars will encourage teachers to think deeply about how they can ensure their teaching and learning 
programs are inclusive, and how they can provide meaningful learning experiences for all students about 
the strength and cultural diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories, languages and 
cultures when using the Victorian Curriculum F–10.

Through this professional learning program, teachers will explore the learning possibilities embedded in 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures cross-curriculum priority. Covering curriculum 
areas such as the Humanities and the Arts, and the cross-curriculum area of Science, Technologies, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), the program of webinars will rehearse how the curriculum provides 
students with multiple and sustained learning opportunities in localised contexts or settings, suitable for 
primary and secondary schools. There will also be a webinar dedicated to exploring how schools can 
implement the F–10 Victorian Aboriginal Languages curriculum.

All webinars will cover the key policies and protocols teachers need to draw upon to teach Aboriginal 
perspectives, and will include examples of where it may be appropriate to involve people from the local Koorie 
or Aboriginal community to enrich this learning.

By undertaking this professional learning program, teachers will have the opportunity to learn more about 
the flexibility they have when delivering the Victorian Curriculum F–10 to include rich and inclusive learning 
activities for and about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories, languages and cultures, 
including making visible the perspectives, experiences and voices of Koorie peoples from across Victoria.

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority acknowledges and celebrates Victoria’s Koorie 
communities and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples within our schools and school 
communities. The VCAA provides curricula and learning frameworks, from birth to senior secondary, that 
support schools to deliver the best educational opportunities for all young Victorians while ensuring these 
curricula and learning frameworks are also flexible enough to meet the diverse learning needs of all.

Registrations are now open on the F–10 professional learning page.

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/overview/cross-curriculum-priorities
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/victorian-aboriginal-languages/introduction/rationale-and-aims
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
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Top Row (L-R) Mietta Vella, Mateo Acosta Fernandez and Tierney Khan
Second Row (L-R) Prachi Beniwal, Fatima Arshad and Oscar Pearce

Excellence & awards

PESA State Finalists announced
Throughout the state heats and later the semifinals, our Plain 
English Speaking Award (PESA) adjudicators witnessed 
exceptional skill and talent from Victorian students. The six 
students who now advance to the State Final stood out in a 
fiercely competitive cohort. ‘Being a part of this competition 
has cemented in my mind the fact that this current generation 
has the capability to change the world – just you wait,’ 
reflected Tierney Khan, from Cornish College, one of the six 
finalists. 

Another finalist, Prachi Beniwal, from Nossal High School, 
said that ‘to speak on a topic that mattered to me on a 
platform of this size was an invaluable experience, especially 
with the world changing at the pace it is.’

The PESA state finalists for 2020 are:

• Mateo Acosta Fernandez, Mazenod College

• Fatima Arshad, Suzanne Cory High School

• Prachi Beniwal, Nossal High School

• Tierney Khan, Cornish College

• Oscar Pearce, Albert Park College

• Mietta Vella, Hume Anglican Grammar School.

All are welcome to attend the State Final of the Plain English Speaking Award 2020. The competition will be held online 
at 10.00am on Friday 14 August 2020. This event will give current and future students the opportunity to see their peers 
demonstrate outstanding skills in public speaking, speechwriting and research. A link to the online event will be published 
on the PESA webpage.

Lynne Kosky Memorial VCAL Grants recipients announced 
A project to build the resilience and confidence of young women from refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds is among 
the recipients of the Lynne Kosky Memorial Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Grants. Read the full story 
on our latest news webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/pesa/Pages/What-is-PESA.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Pages/2020/LynneKoskyMemorialVCALGrantsRecipientsAnnounced.aspx
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Early Years

Supporting children’s learning and development
Supporting children’s connection with and contribution to their community, and their development of a strong sense of 
identity, are particularly important considerations for educators working with children whose usual everyday experiences 
have been affected by stay-at-home restrictions. Reading about, and discussing with colleagues, the concepts explored 
in our recently published resources will help ensure a responsive approach to maintaining relationships with children and 
supporting positive learning and development outcomes during this period.

These resources are part of a series of literature reviews and practice guides to support Victorian early childhood 
professionals to assess children’s learning and development in relation to the five Learning and Development Outcomes 
in the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF). 

• Assessment of children as connected with and contributing to their world in early childhood education and care: 
Literature review unpacks the concept of connection and contribution for children and explores tools that can be 
used to assess children’s learning and development against this outcome.

• Connection & Contribution Practice Guide further explores these concepts of connection and contribution through 
reflective scenarios, which demonstrate how early childhood professionals, in a range of contexts and settings 
across Victoria, can reflect on their own practice in relation to this outcome.

• Assessment of Children as Having a Strong Sense of Identity: Literature Review unpacks the concept of a strong 
sense of identity in children and explores tools that can be used to assess children’s learning and development 
against this outcome, which is described in the VEYLDF as including children’s sense of safety and security, 
autonomy and agency, sense of self, and respectful interaction with others.

• Identity Practice Guide further explores these concepts of identity through reflective scenarios, which demonstrate 
how early childhood professionals in a range of contexts and settings across Victoria can reflect on their own 
practice in relation to this outcome.

All resources are available on the VCAA website, where you can also order printed copies.

Early Years Twilight Webinar: Children are connected with and contribute to 
their world
Following on from the success of our recent Twilight Webinar with Dr Jen Jackson (Mitchell Institute, Victoria University) 
and Danielle Anzai (ACER), we look forward to the next professional learning opportunity.

The Twilight Webinar on Tuesday 8 September (5.30–6.30pm) will focus on the literature review and practice guide for the 
VEYLDF Learning and Development Outcome Children are connected with and contribute to their world, and will feature 
early childhood consultant and VCAA Board member Catharine Hydon, in conversation with Kate Noble (Mitchell Institute) 
and Pru Mitchell (ACER). 

These free webinars are open to all professionals working with children from birth to eight years, as well as students of 
early childhood education. Register via our online registration form.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/earlyyears/ey-curriculum-resources/Pages/Birth-to-8years.aspx
https://eduvic.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=eduvic&service=6&rnd=0.7430537301221548&main_url=https://eduvic.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/event/eventAction.do?theAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000044155e024fd1d291ba1b0ab890a905a7bed24a9c2c3f6acbab1fd39104ec2f75d%26siteurl%3Deduvic%26confViewID%3D163743547002396753%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQzV4QwPDIfpTtbgFa6vlRFeaOTWXP4wFVC-AuqpPmd4g2%26
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Foundation−10

Curriculum

‘Getting started’: Victorian Aboriginal Languages sample units of work, 
Foundation to Level 2
Three sequential sample units of work have been developed to support teachers implementing the Victorian Aboriginal 
Languages curriculum. These ‘Getting started’ units contain introductory advice on teaching Victorian Aboriginal 
Languages, including information on relevant protocols and key resources. They also contain comprehensive learning 
activities, including learning intentions, relevant Victorian Curriculum links, activities and games, assessment opportunities, 
and tips for teachers.

Teachers may choose to use these sample units of work as a model from which they can develop their own unit of work.

Professional learning: English as an Additional Language implementation 
support 
From 2021, all government and Catholic schools are required to implement the new Victorian Curriculum F–10 for English 
as an Additional Language (EAL). 

To assist teachers implementing the new EAL curriculum in 2021, the VCAA is providing a comprehensive program 
of professional learning webinars. Developed with the Department of Education and Training, Catholic Education 
Commission Victoria, Independent Schools Victoria and VicTESOL, the program has been designed to enable teachers 
to select webinars relevant to their setting, prior knowledge and experience. 

All teachers are encouraged to participate in this program to support the implementation of the new EAL curriculum within 
their classroom. This series of webinars has commenced but all webinars will be recorded and made available online.

Registrations are now open on the F–10 professional learning webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/languages/victorian-aboriginal-languages/Pages/Help-me-find-a-teaching-resource.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum

VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) and VCE Literature 
2023 text nomination process 
The VCAA invites teachers and other stakeholders to nominate texts for inclusion on the 2023 prescribed text lists for VCE 
English and EAL, and VCE Literature in the following categories.

VCE English and EAL List 1:

• novels 

• collections of short stories 

• collections of poetry 

• plays 

• multimodal (including film) 

• non-fiction. 

VCE English and EAL List 2 Pairs including:

• novels 

• collections of short stories 

• plays 

• multimodal (including film) 

• non-fiction. 

VCE Literature: 

• novels 

• plays 

• collections of poetry 

• collections of short stories 

• other works of literature. 

Nominations will be considered by the Curriculum Manager, English and relevant text advisory panels. Nominations are 
stored by the VCAA for future consideration. Nominations must address the nomination criteria as set out in the online 
nomination survey. 

Nominations are now open and can be submitted via the 2023 prescribed text lists for VCE English and English as an 
Additional Language and VCE Literature nomination form.  

The nomination process closes on Friday 11 September 2020. 

For further information, contact Annelise Balsamo, Curriculum Manager, English: (03) 9032 1691 or Annelise.Balsamo@
education.vic.gov.au.

Reminder: Changes to VCE prescribed lists in 2021
Schools are reminded about changes to VCE prescribed lists for specific studies in 2021.

Refer to Notice to Schools 103/2020.

Assessment

Rescheduled date for the 2020 General Achievement Test (GAT)  
The VCAA has rescheduled the 2020 General Achievement Test (GAT) to Wednesday 7 October due to recent 
announcements about remote learning. 

The rescheduled date for the GAT has been updated on the Revised 2020 Important Administrative Dates and 2020 VCE 
Examination timetable webpages on the VCAA website.

mailto:Annelise.Balsamo@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Annelise.Balsamo@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/103.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/Admin-dates.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

Ensuring VCAL students are enrolled in an eligible program 
Schools are reminded of the importance of running an eligibility report in VASS to ensure a student is enrolled in an eligible 
program.  This will help to ensure that the minimum requirements of the VCAL qualification have been met and that you 
are delivering a VCAL program that matches the student’s certificate level of enrolment.

Refer to Notice to Schools 105/2020.

Vocational Education and Training

VCE VET in Top Designs 2020
The Season of Excellence provides a great opportunity to recognise outstanding work in a significant public setting. 
Top Designs (as part of the VCE Season of Excellence) presents works from the following VCE VET Programs: 

• VCE VET Creative and Digital Media

• VCE VET Engineering

• VCE VET Furnishing

• VCE VET Integrated Technologies

• VCE VET Music Industry (Sound Production).

The Season of Excellence welcomes applications from students enrolled in the above VCE VET programs. If you have a 
student that achieves an A or A+ for a Product Task, encourage them to apply for Top Designs. 

High-level VET qualification applications 
A reminder for providers/schools planning to deliver VET qualifications at Certificate IV or above in 2021, that an application 
must be submitted and approved prior to commencement of any training. The revised application form for high-level VET 
qualifications is available on the VET block credit recognition webpage.

Structured Workplace Learning recognition for the remainder of 2020
If students have had reduced opportunity to participate in Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) in 2020, they can still 
access SWL recognition. They can also access credit if their total enrolment in the related VET certificate does not reach 
180 hours. Schools need to make a judgment in assessing students as to whether they have undertaken enough training 
and been exposed to enough time in a workplace to be able to respond to the reflection questions in their Workplace 
Learning Record. School-based apprentices and trainees can access two credits where they have been engaged for 
most of the year in training and employment. Students commencing school-based apprenticeships and traineeships 
(SBATs) in second semester will be able to access one credit. No specific training hours or workplace days will be 
specified for 2020; school judgment will apply as per SWL recognition for VET certificates.

Late VET results
A small number of students undertaking VET may have the award of their VCE or VCAL delayed until the beginning of 2021, 
so they can complete mandatory practical or workplace learning requirements This ensures they’re not disadvantaged by 
the lack of hands-on practice resulting from COVID-19 restrictions. Further advice for schools is available at VCAA School 
and Educator advice.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/105.aspx
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/learning/top-designs-2020/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/results/credit-recognition/Pages/BlockCreditRecognition.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
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Vocational Education and Training

Training package or accredited course updates
Many Training Packages or Accredited Courses that are the basis of VCE VET programs are currently under review or are 
in the process of being released. No change will be made to existing courses until the VCAA has convened a VCE VET 
program reference group and had any new program structures approved by the VCAA Board. This process takes at least 
three months. In the current restrictive environment, many Skills Service Organisations and RTOs have indicated that 
extensions to transition arrangements will be sought for all revised qualifications. This approach is supported by the VCAA.

The first point of reference for information is the VCAA Bulletin so school VET coordinators and teachers of programs 
approaching review should refer to each edition for latest information.

A full list of VCE VET programs and their review status will be provided in the next edition of the VCAA Bulletin.

Administrative advice

Changes for enrolment in VCE Modern Languages
From 2021, enrolment into VCE Modern Languages at Units 3 and 4 requires students to declare their status as either a 
First Language Learner or a Second Language Learner. 

Students will need to complete the Declaration for enrolment in VCE Modern Languages Units 3 and 4 in 2021 form and 
submit this to their home school. 

Refer to Notice to Schools 104/2020.

2021 enrolments for Units 3 and 4 of VCE second languages and VCE 
Chinese Language, Culture and Society
The 2021 enrolment application forms are now available on VASS and the VCAA study design webpages for the relevant 
Units 3 and 4 VCE studies.

Refer to Notice to Schools 107/2020.

Professional development

F–10 teachers of English as an Additional Language (EAL)
From 2021, all government and Catholic schools are required to implement the new Victorian Curriculum F–10 for English 
as an Additional Language (EAL). Registrations for professional learning support are now open on the F–10 professional 
learning webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/104.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/107.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
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Bulletin board

Mathematics resources for Victorian schools
The Australian Maths Trust (AMT) is making its pilot Problemo suite freely available during Term 3 this year to support 
Victorian schools with remote learning.

The resources include: 

• a problem library for Years 3–10 where teachers can search for and filter mathematics problems mapped to 
the curriculum 

• lesson ideas where teachers can use pre-developed lessons or develop their own lessons based on AMT problems 
and solutions 

• online quizzes where teachers can create problem sets and quizzes for students to complete online 

• instructional videos where teachers and students can access problem-solving tips and step-by-step  
solution methods. 

To provide details for access to the resources, teachers can email: learning@amt.edu.au.

To further develop these resources, AMT requests participating schools provide feedback via a short survey. For any 
questions or help contact AMT: learning@amt.edu.au or (02) 6201 2954.

Remote learning resources for Dance and Drama in Victorian Curriculum F–10
The Department of Education and Training has commissioned two Victorian arts organisations to develop resources to 
support remote learning.

Ausdance has produced a four-week series of class videos, lesson plans and worksheets that are aligned with Levels 5 
and 6, and Levels 7 and 8 of Victorian Curriculum F–10.

Drama Victoria has developed a similar suite of resources for teachers.

These free resources are accessible via the Department’s FUSE website.

https://www.amt.edu.au/
https://problemo.edu.au/
mailto:learning@amt.edu.au
mailto:learning@amt.edu.au
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/VC/Teacher?dance
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=drama&SearchScope=All
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/learningfromhome
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