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Bringing a careers perspective to 
the curriculum
Kiki Kousourakis is an advocate for including a careers perspective in her teaching programs: ‘It gives 
students a context in which they can use transferable skills.’

Kiki, head of LOTE and teacher of Modern Greek at Oakleigh Grammar, has included careers perspectives 
in a number of her programs, but her favourite experience was when she extended the Year 7 My House, 
My Neighbourhood unit. Rather than just drawing their house and neighbourhood, and then presenting 
it, the students were asked to imagine that they were real estate agents trying to sell the house. ‘They 
were able to use their language skills through a different prism. It was fun but it was also a structure that 
they could engage with – even the students who are usually reluctant to present were more confident,’ 
explained Kiki. 

The context of ‘selling’ rather than just ‘describing’ encouraged students to think strategically about the 
language they needed to use. Being able to make language choices in turn supported their engagement. 
The students quickly picked up on how different communication and language skills can be used in a 
variety of work situations, for example, in a business meeting.

Young people need to develop a specific set of knowledge, skills and attributes to effectively manage 
multiple careers that balance different forms of work with other priorities and interests: know yourself, know 
your world, manage your future. This is the focus of the new VCAA Career Education Framework.

Kiki’s approach to the unit had a significant effect on the students, and she is keen to let teachers know 
that they shouldn’t be afraid of including career education in their programs. ‘You don’t have to change 
everything or write a new unit. It’s as simple as a shift in your perspective.’

continued on page 3

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/CareerEducation/Pages/default.aspx
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The learning areas and capabilities content of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 provide touch points for teaching and 
learning about careers and the world of work. The resources in the new Career Education Framework illustrate how 
teachers can make use of these touch points to enhance their existing teaching and learning practices.

The career education skills and attributes should be viewed as inter-related; and are generally developed concurrently 
rather than separately. They can be developed in all areas of a school’s curriculum and extra-curricular programs. More 
resources are being progressively added during September 2020.

Read about activities like Kiki’s in the Languages section of the Framework. More resources are being progressively 
added during September 2020. 

New CEO appointed
Stephen Gniel has been appointed to the role of VCAA Chief Executive Officer as part of changes to meet the Victorian 
Government’s priorities.

The change took effect from Monday 17 August. Stephen was previously Deputy Secretary, School Education Programs 
and Support Group (SEPS) at the Department of Education and Training. 

Sharyn Donald has moved to the Department of Health and Human Services for the next three months as Executive 
Lead, COVID Regional Response. 

Stephen has extensive knowledge of the VCAA and curriculum and assessment after serving as the Secretary’s 
representative on the VCAA Board, and stepping in to serve as Acting CEO earlier this year. 

He said: ‘I appreciate this opportunity to continue my involvement and guide the organisation as we enter a critical phase 
of the education year. I would like to thank Sharyn for her service as CEO. She took up her appointment in January and 
led the organisation through a critical period. Her new role reflects the resilience required in Department operations as we 
all adapt to meeting the priorities of Government.’

Stephen’s career spans more than 20 years in the Australian Capital Territory and Victorian public education as a teacher, 
principal and Department executive. As Deputy Secretary, SEPS, Stephen had lead responsibility to shape the Education 
State to ensure that Victoria builds a system that provides every student with the knowledge, capabilities and attributes 
that will see them thrive throughout their lives.

continued from page 1

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/CareerEducation/Pages/Languages.aspx
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Excellence & awards

2020 Plain English Speaking Award State Final 
Congratulations to Tierney Khan from Cornish College on winning the State Final of the Plain English Speaking Award (PESA). 

This year, the entire competition was held online. The final was hotly contested, despite the difficulties students faced in 
adapting their public-speaking style to address a laptop camera instead of an audience.

Tierney delivered her speech Not Another Speech About Feminism to attendees tuning in from all over Victoria. 

The speech was a relentless appraisal of the sexual violence perpetrated against women in her community and beyond. 
Tierney called for the reinvigoration of feminism at all levels of society. 

‘If you think for a second that we don’t need feminism anymore, or that it’s in some faraway land inequality occurs, then 
you are sorely mistaken,’ Tierney argued. ‘Enough was enough, a long time ago. I’m beyond asking nicely for change. 
Now I’m demanding it.’

Reflecting on her experience throughout the competition, Tierney said ‘It is very reassuring and reaffirming to know that 
other people are also affected by these issues and want to see them change as much as I do.’

The runner-up for the Victorian State Final was PESA veteran Oscar Pearce from Albert Park College. Oscar condemned 
the way dense academic language contributes to the unjust stratification of Australian society. 

‘There is a consistent assumption that complicated language reflects advanced thinking,’ Oscar argued. ‘Let’s do away 
with this outdated beauty pageant of academic writing, and instead, let’s foster a true and honest love of ideas.’

Other state finalists included Mateo Acosta Fernandez from Mazenod College, Fatima Arshad from Suzanne Cory High 
School, Prachi Beniwal from Nossal High School and Mietta Vella from Hume Anglican Grammar. 

‘I was so moved by the commitment and passion that everyone brought to their pieces, especially in the circumstances,’ 
commented adjudicator Bec Kavanagh. 

PESA is a public-speaking competition open to secondary students aged 15 to 18 years. It provides an excellent opportunity 
for students to build self-confidence and extend their skills in oral communication, speech writing and research.

View the State Final winner and runner-up’s speeches on the PESA webpage.

Nominate a student for the VCE Leadership Awards 2020
Applications for the VCE Leadership Awards close on Monday 7 September 2020. Go to the VCE Leadership Awards 
webpage for details.

Students and teachers are invited to watch the 2020 VCE Leadership Awards ceremony, presented online by the VCAA.

The virtual event will be live-streamed on the VCE Leadership Awards webpage on Friday 18 September from 1.30pm 
to 2.30pm.

Applications open for VCE Season of Excellence 2021 and Margaret 
Schofield Memorial Scholarships
Refer to Notice to Schools 125/2020.

VCE Season of Excellence 2021: Panel members required 
Refer to Notice to Schools 124/2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/pesa/state-final-speeches/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/events-and-awards/vceleadershipawards/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/125.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/124.aspx
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Early Years

Don’t miss the Twilight Webinar on Tuesday 8 September
There are still places at our upcoming free Twilight Webinar on Tuesday 8 September (5.30pm-6.30pm). Developing 
curriculum for young children and noting their progress requires in-depth knowledge of each of the VEYLDF Learning 
and Development Outcomes. This webinar will introduce a model for thinking about the Outcome Children are connected 
with and contribute to their world.

Thinking about and reflecting on the concepts of connection and contribution of young children to their world has never 
been more important than now, when we find ourselves living, working and learning in changed environments.

The webinar features Catharine Hydon, early childhood consultant and VCAA Board member, in conversation with Kate 
Noble (Mitchell Institute) and Pru Mitchell (ACER). They will introduce and discuss two new VCAA resources to support 
the VEYLDF Learning and Development Outcome: Children are connected with and contribute to their world.

Book now for the next Twilight Webinar via our online registration form.

Twilight Webinars in October and November
Following on from our July and September events, we will be hosting two further free Twilight Webinars in Term 4 to 
support engagement with the VEYLDF: Monday 12 October and Monday 9 November. 

The webinars, facilitated by Catharine Hydon, will involve discussions with practitioners and researchers to explore the 
following key concepts for early childhood professionals:

• The Early Years Planning Cycle as part of everyday practice

• Children’s agency: what does it really mean and why is it regarded as important?

The Twilight Webinars are held from 5.30pm to 6.30pm.

There is no cost to participate in these webinars and they are open to all professionals working with children birth to eight 
years, as well as students of early childhood education.

Please contact the Early Years Unit for further information: veyldf@education.vic.gov.au 

Subscribe to the Early Years Alert for updates on professional learning and new resources.

https://eduvic.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=eduvic&service=6&rnd=0.7430537301221548&main_url=https://eduvic.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/event/eventAction.do?theAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000044155e024fd1d291ba1b0ab890a905a7bed24a9c2c3f6acbab1fd39104ec2f75d%26siteurl%3Deduvic%26confViewID%3D163743547002396753%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQzV4QwPDIfpTtbgFa6vlRFeaOTWXP4wFVC-AuqpPmd4g2%26
mailto:veyldf@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=269318&s=54367&a=18689&k=4228bc9&wt=1
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Foundation−10

Curriculum

English as an Additional Language implementation support program
From 2021, all government and Catholic schools are required to implement the new Victorian Curriculum F–10 for English 
as an Additional Language (EAL). 

To assist teachers implementing the new EAL curriculum in 2021, the VCAA is providing a comprehensive program 
of professional learning webinars. Developed with the Department of Education and Training, Catholic Education 
Commission Victoria, Independent Schools Victoria and VicTESOL, the program has been designed to enable teachers 
to select webinars relevant to their setting, prior knowledge and experience. 

Six of the nine webinars in this program have already been held. Registrations remain open for the final three webinars in 
this program. See the F–10 professional learning webpage. 

Recordings from the initial six webinars are being progressively published and can be accessed from the 
EAL Resource webpage.

Making visible Aboriginal perspectives in the Victorian Curriculum F–10
Teachers are advised that registrations are open for the ‘Making visible Aboriginal perspectives in the curriculum’ 
professional learning program. This program comprises eight webinars that provide coverage of current policy and 
protocols for teaching and learning activities that include learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
histories and cultures; a focus on embedding this learning in the Arts, Humanities and STEM; and the Victorian Aboriginal 
Languages curriculum framework. 

See the F–10 professional learning webpage for registration details.

Stay up-to-date
The VCAA subscription services include both the VCAA Bulletin and the F–10 Curriculum Update.

We advise teachers to subscribe to both newsletters to keep up-to-date with the latest curriculum-related professional 
learning opportunities. They can also visit the F–10 professional learning webpage.

New Digital Technologies resources
We have added a new planning resource to our suite of Digital Technologies F–10 resources for remote and flexible 
learning. Ideas for unit plans during remote and flexible learning are available on the Digital Technologies curriculum 
advice for remote and flexible learning webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/english-as-an-additional-language/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Subscribe.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/digital-technologies/Pages/CurriculumAdviceforRemoteandFlexibleLearning.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/resources/digital-technologies/Pages/CurriculumAdviceforRemoteandFlexibleLearning.aspx
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Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum

VCE Bengali and VCE Classical Hebrew: Reaccredited study designs for 
implementation in 2021 and 2022
Refer to Notice to Schools 119/2020.

Assessment

Examination development panels for written examinations
Applications for positions on all 2021 VCE and VCE VET examination development panels opened Monday 31 August 
2020. Teachers and academics who are interested in examination development and have appropriate experience and 
qualifications are invited to apply.

Information about the different positions on examination development panels and the conditions of appointment can be 
found on the examination development panel application webpage. Applications can be lodged via the Sessional Staff 
Management System (SSMS) website. Applications close on Sunday 4 October 2020. For information, contact the VCE 
Examinations Unit on (03) 9032 1789 or email: examinations.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au.

FAQs for VCE essential assessments
Frequently asked questions about essential assessments for VCE in 2020 (including VET) have been published on the 
advice for schools and educators COVID-19 advice webpage.

Submission of School Indicative External Assessment Grades for the 2020 
VCE performance exams 
Refer to Notice to Schools 121/2020.

Additional resources for scored VCE and VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequences
Refer to Notice to Schools 123/2020.

Advice for assessing VCE Product Design and Technology and VCE Systems 
Engineering School-assessed Tasks during remote and flexible learning 
Refer to Notice to Schools 122/2020.

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

FAQs for VCAL essential assessments
Frequently asked questions about essential assessments for VCAL in 2020 (including VET) have been published on the 
advice for schools and educators COVID-19 advice webpage.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/119.aspx
https://www.ssms.vic.edu.au/public/home/
https://www.ssms.vic.edu.au/public/home/
mailto:examinations.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/FrequentlyAskedQuestions.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/121.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/123.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/122.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/FrequentlyAskedQuestions.aspx
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Vocational Education and Training

Remote learning advice for VET
For the latest advice from the VCAA regarding adjustments to VCE, VCAL and VET please refer to the Advice for schools 
and educators webpage. 

Adjusting Scored assessment for VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequences
Schools, assessing groups and registered training organisations (RTOs) can make adjustments to the third scored assessed 
task, especially for units that have significant practical components that cannot be delivered by the end of the school year. 
Further details about the adjustments for scored assessment are available on the VCE VET programs webpage. 

VCE VET Plumbing 
The current 22304VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship) is due to expire on 31 December 2020. A project 
steering committee was convened by the Curriculum Maintenance Manager for Building Industries. Further advice about 
the revised program and transition will be available in the October VCAA Bulletin. 

VCE VET Integrated Technologies
The 22289VIC Certificate II in Integrated Technologies (Pre-vocational) expired on 30 June 2020. The course has been 
redeveloped by a project steering committee convened by the Curriculum Maintenance Manager for Engineering 
Industries. Further advice about the program and transition will be available in the October VCAA Bulletin.

VCE VET Automotive
The current AUR20716 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation has been replaced by AUR20720 Certificate 
II in Automotive Vocational Preparation due to a new AUR Automotive Retail Service and Repair Training Package 
(Version 6.0). Further advice regarding this will be provided in the October VCAA Bulletin.

VCE VET Business
The Australian Industry and Skills Committee (AISC) recently endorsed the new BSB Business Services Training Package 
Version 7.0. The VCE VET Business program will undergo a review as a consequence of the new training package. 
Following the confirmation of nominal hours for units of competency by the Department of Education and Training, VCAA 
will convene a reference group. Further details about this will be available in the October VCAA Bulletin. 

VCE VET Information, Digital Media and Technology
The Australian Industry and Skills Committee (AISC) recently endorsed release 6.0 of the ICT – Information and 
Communications Technology training package. Following the confirmation of nominal hours for units of competency 
by the Department of Education and Training, VCAA will convene a reference group to review the VCE VET Information, 
Digital Media and Technology (IDMT) program and develop an updated program.  Further details will be available in future 
editions of the VCAA Bulletin.

First Aid units
First Aid units drawn from the Health Training Package Version 5.0 were also recently endorsed by AISC. Further details 
about the impact of the changes will be available in the October VCAA Bulletin. 

VCE VET Coursework audits
The normal audit process for VCE VET scored Units 3 and 4 tasks will not take place this year. The VCAA will instead 
provide the opportunity for schools to submit one or more of their tasks for review and feedback. Further details of how 
to submit tasks for review will be provided in the October VCAA Bulletin.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/SchoolsandEducators.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/AdjustingScoredAssessmentForVCE-VET-Units-3-and-4-sequences-.aspx
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Administrative advice

2020 Validation of student addresses: Postal and email
In October, the VCAA will undertake validation of student addresses for all students enrolled in a VCE Unit 3 or Unit 4 
study in 2020. This process occurs in conjunction with one of Australia Post’s address solution providers to maximise the 
successful delivery of final results to Year 12 students.

If a school has student addresses that do not conform to Australia Post standards, the VCAA will email schools and 
provide a reason for the error. Schools should review incorrect addresses and amend as necessary. If all addresses are 
correct, schools will not receive a notification and no action is required.

It is important that correct student address details (such as the apartment, flat, unit house and property numbers) are 
entered in full.

When entering student addresses that are longer than the available character length, abbreviate in the most meaningful 
way possible.

Before the validation process starts, principals should ensure that student addresses are current and correct for all 
students enrolled in a Unit 3 or Unit 4 study in 2020 by the end of Term 3.

The VCAA collects student email addresses for the 2020 results delivery and additional services. Students should be 
given the opportunity to provide an active email address that is accessible by the student during the release of results in 
December 2020 through to April 2021 for communications regarding the Premier’s VCE Awards.

Student email addresses must be an email address nominated by the student and not simply populated by the school 
with the school-issued email address.

The VCAA preference is for a personal email address for each student, but we are aware that some schools may prefer 
the school-based email address to be used. If this is the case, schools would need to ensure that the school email 
address remains active up to the end of April in the year following graduation.

For more information, contact Student Records and Results on (03) 9032 1741.

Full-Fee-Paying Overseas Students invoices
Refer to Notice to Schools 120/2020.

Professional development

Two opportunities for Victorian Curriculum F–10 teachers
Visit the F–10 professional learning webpage for registration details about upcoming sessions for the following:

• Supporting the new EAL curriculum

• Making visible Aboriginal perspectives in the curriculum.

Early childhood education webinars
Visit the Early Years professional learning webpage for details on free webinars in September, October and November 2020.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2020/Pages/120.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/F-10-program/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/earlyyears-professional-learning/Pages/Index.aspx
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Bulletin board

‘History: Roaring into the ’20s’ conference
The annual History Teachers’ Association of Victoria 2020 Annual Conference will be held on Thursday 15 October and 
Friday 16 October.

The online conference will feature a range of workshops, lectures and practical seminars that will provide ideas for 
engaging classroom strategies, activities and pedagogy. 

Everyone who registers for the conference will be sent access to the recordings of the keynote and all of the workshops 
scheduled for that day (or days if you have a two-day registration). Recordings will be available for a limited time after the 
conference.

Early bird rates apply until midnight on Friday 2 October. To explore the program and register, go the HTAV website.

https://www.htav.asn.au/
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