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Review into Vocational and Applied Learning
Pathways in Senior Secondary Schooling
The Final Report of the Review into Vocational and Applied Learning Pathways in Senior Secondary Schooling was released in
November 2020 by the Victorian Government. The Review was led by John Firth, former Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority Chief Executive Officer, and involved substantial consultation with principals, teachers, students and other stakeholders.
The recommendations of the Review outline a renewed commitment to a senior secondary education that will truly prepare all
Victorian students to become active and informed citizens, successful learners and confident and creative individuals capable of
making successful transitions to further study, training and ultimately secure employment.
The Review’s recommendations will transform senior secondary education and improve the outcomes of Victorian students by:
• lifting the quality and perception of vocational and applied learning education
• helping more students access high-quality programs
• providing students with a vocational pathway that gives them the skills they need to move successfully into further
training and jobs.
Key recommendations include lifting the quality and consistency of vocational and applied learning for Victoria’s students by:
• creating a new specialist vocational pathway within an integrated Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
• creating a new Foundation Pathways Certificate for students in all settings
• supporting schools to deliver improved vocational and applied learning pathways for students and delivering more
professional learning.
The reforms will be implemented in stages. The vocational specialisation, embedded within the VCE, will commence in 2023.
The Government is investing $38 million as part of the first stage in implementing the recommendations of the Review.
Students, schools, universities, TAFEs, peak bodies, industry and employers and other service providers will be consulted during the
development stages of the reforms. More information about the reform implementation will be provided through the VCAA Bulletin
and on the VCAA website.
Download a copy of the Final Report and the Victorian Government response. For more information please contact the VCAA at
vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au. The VCAL section has details about the consultation register.
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Excellence and awards

Book now for all Season of Excellence events
Tickets for all VCE Season of Excellence events are now on sale. All Top Class concerts will proceed in 2021 at the relevant venues.
Some performances will be live-streamed. Details of how to access the online program will be announced soon. Check the VCE
Season of Excellence webpage for updates.

Top Class
The VCE Season of Excellence 2021 opens with Top Class Sound on Friday 26 February from 1.30pm, at the Athenaeum Theatre.
Top Class Sound features exemplary performances of original music compositions by VCE students. Tickets for Top Class Sound
are available from the Melbourne Digital Concert Hall.
Next up in the Top Class series of concerts will be Drama and Theatre Studies at the Playhouse, Arts Centre Melbourne on
Tuesday 9 March and Wednesday 10 March 2021. Enjoy wonderful interpretations of existing monologues and self-devised works
by some of 2020 top performing students.
Top Class Dance will be presented at the Melbourne Recital Centre on Thursday 18 March 2021. Audiences will experience the
beauty and strength of extraordinary VCE and VCE VET Dancers.
On Tuesday 30 March skilled musical interpretations by students of VCE Music Performance and Music Investigation and VCE VET
Music will be presented at the Melbourne Recital Centre.
Top Class Music features over a wide range of contemporary and classical performances across three concerts, including violin solo
performances, electro-pop and funk bands, and piano quintets.
Concert tickets can be purchased directly from the venues.

Top Talks
Top Talks showcases exceptional oral presentations from VCE Extended Investigation students. This will be streamed live from the
State Library Victoria on Thursday 4 March at 12pm.
Selected students will share their original and rigorous independent research and findings through 8–10-minute presentations.
Following the presentations, a Q&A panel discussion will be held with the presenters, giving the audience an opportunity to learn
more about the students’ research topics and methods, as well as their experiences studying VCE Extended Investigation.

Top Screen Launch
Top Screen kicks off at 6.30pm on Tuesday 23 March 2021 at the Australian
Centre for the Moving Image, Federation Square.
Top Screen brings together a collection of insightful short films, spanning a
variety of genres from drama to documentary, animation and horror, created
by VCE Media students.
Top Screen continues with screenings and associated education programs
until Thursday 13 May. For bookings visit the ACMI website.

Top Arts
Opening on Friday 26 March, Top Arts 2021 is a finely curated exhibition Filmmakers from Top Screen 2020
showcasing thought-provoking works by VCE Art and Studio Arts students.
These students use a range of media including photography, drawing, painting, sculpture, mixed media, ceramics, film and
printmaking.
The exhibition is open until Sunday 11 July 2021 at the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia. Top Arts is managed by the NGV in
collaboration with the VCAA.

Top Designs
Top Designs 2021 celebrates excellence in design education, exhibiting the next generation of Victorian innovators.
Top Designs VCE students have produced works including furniture, fashion pieces, photography, mechanical projects, architectural
models and graphic design identities. Attendees will also have the opportunity to view the design folios, following the development
of each work from concept to creation.
The Top Designs exhibition will be held at Melbourne Museum from Saturday 17 April to Sunday 11 July.
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Early Years

‘But do they do anything?’ Documentation and infant pedagogy
Register now for the first VCAA Early Years Twilight Webinar for 2021, ‘But do they do anything?’ Documentation and infant pedagogy,
with guest speaker, Dr Andi Salamon, Senior Lecturer in the School of Education at Charles Sturt University.
This professional learning opportunity will support early childhood professionals working with children aged birth to two years to
better understand the skills and capabilities of young children and how to make visible their learning and development. It will also
provide an opportunity for participants to engage deeply with the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework and
other professional resources to help support their practice.
This free webinar will be held on Monday 15 February 2021 from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. Full details are available on the Early Years
professional learning webpage. Subscribe to the Early Years Alert to find out about webinars scheduled in 2021.

Foundation−10

Curriculum
Professional learning: Introduction to the Victorian Curriculum
To support teachers who may be new or who wish to refresh their understanding of how to implement the Victorian Curriculum F–10,
the VCAA is hosting a series of webinars across Semester 1, 2021.
This series of webinars will provide an overview of specific curriculum areas in primary and secondary school settings. Each webinar
will cover a specific curriculum area, and cover topics such as the aims of each curriculum area, where to find both curriculum
documentation and support resources, and how to assess against the achievement standards. In each webinar, opportunities will
be made available for participants to put their questions to the relevant VCAA Curriculum Manager.
To register for a webinar, visit the F–10 curriculum professional learning webpage.

Bushfire Education
As we move further into summer, teachers are reminded that the VCAA provides bushfire educational resources aligned to the
Victorian Curriculum. The Bushfire Education website offers teachers a series of sequenced lesson plans under the themes of
learning about, preparing for, responding to, and recovering from bushfires, with the aim of better preparing all young Australians for
the challenges of living in a country that regularly experiences bushfires. Each lesson plan has a specific learning intention and links
to the relevant curriculum areas and additional resources.

Unpack the content descriptions in Critical and Creative Thinking, Reasoning strand
The VCAA has published two new resources that provide guidance on how curriculum content from the Reasoning strand of Critical
and Creative Thinking can be unpacked for students.
The resources contain sample key ideas and concepts related to each content description, the identified link to the achievement
standard and suggestions for learning activities.

Download ‘The Elements of Music’ posters
These 10 downloadable posters have been designed to support the learning of music in primary and secondary classrooms.
Music is learnt through developing skills and knowledge associated with the elements of music (rhythm, pitch, dynamics and
expression, form and structure, timbre and texture). These posters make visible the basic concepts and vocabulary associated with
these elements.
Teachers and schools are encouraged to download, print and display the A3 posters.

VCAA Bulletin February 2021

4

Access a sample teaching planner for Design and Technologies, Levels A–D
The VCAA has published a sample teaching planner to support specialist school teachers and other educators working with
students at Levels A–D.
The teaching planner identifies themes, key messages and ideas for teaching content from the content descriptions in Victorian
Curriculum Design and Technologies Levels A–D and can assist teachers to design teaching and learning programs that are suitable
for their own cohort of students.

English as an Additional Language implementation support
From 2021, all government and Catholic schools are required to implement the new Victorian Curriculum F–10 English as an
Additional Language (EAL) curriculum.
To assist teachers implementing the new EAL curriculum, the VCAA will continue to provide a comprehensive program of professional
learning webinars. Developed in partnership with the Department of Education and Training, Catholic Education Commission Victoria,
Independent Schools Victoria and VicTESOL, this program offers teachers a range of professional learning webinars relevant to their
setting, prior knowledge and experience.
Confirmed dates and times for this webinar series in 2021 will be progressively published on the F–10 curriculum professional
learning webpage as they become available.
Recordings of previous webinars in this series can be found on the F–10 past professional learning materials webpage.

Recordings of past professional learning webinars
Across Term 4 in 2020, the VCAA hosted a series of webinars as part of its ongoing professional learning program to support
the Victorian Curriculum F–10, including webinars on English as an Additional Language, Implementing the Capabilities, Bushfire
Education and using the online Language Assessment resources.
Recordings of these webinars and additional resources are published on the F–10 past professional learning materials webpage.

Stay up-to-date
Stay up-to-date with all the developments concerning the Victorian Curriculum F–10, including relevant professional learning
opportunities, by subscribing to the F–10 Curriculum Update.
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Assessment
Resumption of NAPLAN
The VCAA would like to thank schools for their patience during the cancellation of NAPLAN in 2020. NAPLAN will resume in 2021
and will be administered as in previous years for both online and paper NAPLAN.

NAPLAN 2021 test dates
NAPLAN paper tests will take place on Tuesday 11 May, Wednesday 12 May and Thursday 13 May 2021. Schools participating in
NAPLAN Online will have from Tuesday 11 May to Friday 21 May 2021 to conduct the online assessments.
The tests must be administered in the order, on the dates and within the times specified in the timetable.

NAPLAN Online
As part of the continuing transition to NAPLAN Online testing, some schools will undertake NAPLAN Online tests in May 2021.
Schools will have the opportunity for staff involved in the delivery of NAPLAN to complete or revisit refresher training. This year, the
VCAA is providing training from February 2021 in a new online format which can be accessed any time it suits the staff.
NAPLAN coordinators nominated via the Test Administration website will receive direct access to the NAPLAN coordinator refresher
training course for 2021.
For those who are new to the NAPLAN coordinator role, training is required to ensure that the online tests are effectively and
efficiently delivered.
All schools are expected to transition to NAPLAN Online in 2022. Comprehensive training and school readiness activities will be
provided to the remaining schools to transition later in the year.
For more information regarding NAPLAN Online (including test design and technical requirements), visit the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) National Assessment Program (NAP) website.

NAPLAN principals’ package
The NAPLAN 2021 principals’ packages were delivered to schools from Thursday 28 January 2021. This package includes the
2021 NAPLAN Handbook for principals, which contains key information for the delivery of NAPLAN. If you have not received
the principals’ package, contact the VCAA NAPLAN helpdesk on 1800 648 637.
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Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum
Accreditation periods for VCE studies: Effective 1 January 2021
Refer to Notice to Schools 186/2020 published on 9 December 2020.

VCE study design wall chart
All schools will be sent a study design wall chart in Term 1. This chart provides VCE coordinators and teachers with a quick visual
reference to the entire collection of accredited VCE study designs for 2021.
Each accredited study design is available on the VCAA website from the relevant study webpage. It is essential that teachers use the
current accredited study design as the basis for all course development and assessment of VCE studies.
The VCAA remains the official source of advice for all VCE studies.

Reaccredited study designs for implementation in 2022
The following VCE studies have revised study designs for implementation in 2022:
• Biology
• Bridging English as an Additional Language
• Classical Greek
• Classical Hebrew
• Environmental Science
• First Languages: Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese
• Geography
• History
• Latin.
These updated study designs are published in the year before implementation on the relevant VCE study webpage. This is done
to assist teachers in preparing for the implementation of the reaccredited studies in 2022 and must not be used for the 2021
academic year.
Updates and amendments to study designs are announced in the VCAA Bulletin and published on individual study webpages.

Amendments to VCE study designs effective 1 January 2021: VCE English Language
and VCE Systems Engineering
VCE coordinators and teachers should note that amendments have been made to the following VCE studies. The updated study
designs and a list of amendments are now available on the relevant VCE study webpages:
• English Language
• Systems Engineering.
For further information, contact the VCE Curriculum Unit: vcaa.vce.curriculum@education.vic.gov.au.
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2021 VCAA Consultation Register now open
Consultation is an important part of the review and accreditation process for VCE studies. The consultation process is conducted
electronically and teachers and stakeholders are invited to participate by joining the VCAA Consultation Register for the following
VCE studies:
• Algorithmics (HESS)
• Art
• Business Management
• Chemistry
• Chinese Language, Culture and Society
• Economics
• English and English as an Additional Language
• Indigenous Languages of Victoria: Revival and Reclamation
• Literature

• Mathematics: Foundation Mathematics,
General Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
Mathematical Methods, Specialist Mathematics
• Music
• Physics
• Psychology
• Religion and Society
• Studio Arts
• Texts and Traditions.

Teachers and stakeholders registered for consultation will receive email notification once the draft of the relevant VCE study design
is available online and will be invited to respond via an online questionnaire. Teachers and stakeholders will be given the option of
allowing the VCAA to use their registration details to receive email notification of the implementation briefings for the reaccredited
studies in 2022.
Consultation drafts of the listed study designs will be available for consideration throughout 2021. Each study or group of studies will
have at least a four-week consultation period. The draft study design and consultation questionnaire will be available on the VCAA
website from the relevant VCE study webpage.

Reminder: Consultation period for VCE Business Management, VCE Mathematics
and VCE Religion and Society study designs
The consultation periods for the following proposed study designs (to commence in 2023) are as follows:
• VCE Business Management opens Monday 8 February and concludes on Monday 8 March 2021
• VCE Mathematics opened on Monday 23 November 2020 and concludes on Tuesday 9 March 2021
• VCE Religion and Society opens Monday 8 February and concludes on Monday 8 March 2021.
Interested teachers, students and other stakeholders can review the relevant consultation documents (including the proposed study
design, summary of proposed changes to the study design, and study review plans) and respond to the online questionnaire via the
relevant study webpage.

VCE English and VCE Literature: Amended expected qualities for written examination
The Expected Qualities for VCE English and VCE Literature have been amended and will be valid for the VCE English and the
VCE Literature examinations from 2021. They are now available on the VCE English and VCE Literature study pages:
• The amendments to the Expected Qualities for VCE English affect Section C only.
• The amendments to the Expected Qualities for VCE Literature affect Section A only.
For enquiries, contact Annelise Balsamo, Curriculum Manager, English: (03) 9059 5141 or annelise.balsamo@education.vic.gov.au.

VCE Literature examination: Passages from set texts
The passages set in Section B of the VCE Literature examination can contain passages or parts of passages from set texts used
in previous VCE examination papers. The VCAA does not and has never had a policy that precludes passages used in Section B
being repeated over more than one year.
It is important that VCE Literature teachers provide opportunities for their students to explore the full text set for study as indicated
in the VCAA approved Literature Text List.
For enquiries, contact Annelise Balsamo, Curriculum Manager, English: (03) 9059 5141 or annelise.balsamo@education.vic.gov.au.
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School-based Assessment Audit 2021
Information about the 2021 School-based Assessment Audit of all VCE Units 3 and 4 studies is available on the VCE General Advice
and Policy and School-based Assessment Audit webpages.

Notification dates
Notification of studies selected for the Unit 3 School-based Assessment Audit will be released on Tuesday 23 February on VASS
(go to School Program > VCE > School-based Assessment Audit).
Note the following dates:
• Tuesday 23 February – notification of studies being audited in Unit 3
• Friday 19 March – Unit 3 audit questionnaire responses due
• Tuesday 11 May – outcome of Unit 3 audit questionnaire delivered
• Friday 28 May – Unit 3 further evidence due (if applicable)
• Tuesday 20 July – outcome of Unit 3 further evidence delivered
• Tuesday 20 July – notification of studies being audited in Unit 4
• Friday 13 August – Unit 4 audit questionnaire responses due
• Tuesday 5 October – outcome of Unit 4 audit questionnaire delivered
• Friday 22 October – Unit 4 further evidence due (if applicable)
• Tuesday 30 November – outcome of Unit 4 further evidence delivered.
For further information, contact the School-based Assessment Audit team: (03) 9059 5166 or school.assessment.vcaa@education.
vic.gov.au.

School-based Assessment and School-assessed Tasks
Administrative information for School-based Assessment now available
Administrative information for School-based Assessment for the following VCE studies are now available on the relevant
study webpages:
• Algorithmics (HESS)
• Applied Computing
• Art
• Media
• Product Design and Technology
• Studio Arts
• Systems Engineering
• Visual Communication Design.
A professional learning program will be provided in Terms 1 and 2 to provide teachers with a clear understanding of the delivery of
the School-assessed Task, including authentication, administration and how to apply the assessment criteria and descriptors for the
School-assessed Task. See the Professional Development section for full details.

School-based Assessment reports now available
School-based Assessment reports for the following studies are now available on the relevant VCE study webpages:
• Agricultural and Horticultural Studies
• Applied Computing: Data Analytics
• Applied Computing: Software Development.
School-based Assessment reports provide feedback to teachers following the first year of implementation of a new or newly
accredited study design.
The reports are based on results from the School-based Assessment Audit. They outline issues raised through the audit process,
common themes and the use of commercially produced tasks. The reports refer to Advice for teachers and other resources for
setting and assessing School-based Assessment.
The VCE Second Languages School-based Assessment report will be available in mid-February.
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VCE Prescribed Lists
2021 VCE Drama and Theatre Studies Playlist updated
As advised in Notice to Schools 192/2020, the 2021 VCE Drama and Theatre Studies Playlist is available on the Drama and Theatre
Studies webpages. Since the initial publication in December, the Playlist has now been updated with additional information for
teachers.
To allow for a variety of styles and forms to be accessed by students in case of further interruptions to theatres, the lists have been
formulated in a more flexible manner for 2021. Details are provided on the first page of the 2021 playlist.
A webinar will be held on Thursday 18 February to explain this more flexible approach to the playlist for 2021. Please visit the VCE
professional learning webpage for registration details.
For more information, contact Margaret Arnold, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts: (03) 9059 5140 or margaret.arnold@education.
vic.gov.au.

VCE English and English as an Additional Language, and VCE Literature Text Lists
The VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL), and the VCE Literature Text Lists for 2022 are now available on the
relevant study webpages. The lists are to be used with the following accredited study designs:
• VCE English and EAL – Units 1 and 2, 2016–2022; Units 3 and 4, 2017–2022
• VCE Literature – Units 1 and 2, 2016–2022; Units 3 and 4, 2017–2022.
Teachers should consider the lists in conjunction with the relevant text selection advice published on page 17 of the VCE English and
EAL study design and page 15 of the VCE Literature study design.

VCE Music Investigation and Music Performance
2021 solo and group lists of works
The 2021 solo and group lists of works are now available on the VCE Music Investigation and VCE Music Performance study
webpages. The same lists are used for Units 3 and 4 of both Music Investigation and Music Performance. Information about
study‑specific requirements is provided in the lists. In 2021, some music publication details have been clarified, and works have been
identified as due for deletion in 2022.
For the majority of listed works, the cited editions are only recommended and equivalent editions may be used without seeking
VCAA approval. Where a work is a specific arrangement or a transcription, it will have been generally published only in the cited
edition. It is the responsibility of schools to ensure students perform only listed works or approved alternative works.

Alternative works and instruments
Guidelines and application forms for approval of alternative works and instruments for solo performance are available on the
VCE Music Investigation and VCE Music Performance study webpages.
Separate guidelines and application forms are provided for Music Investigation and for Music Performance. These forms must be
submitted to the VCAA by 5pm, Wednesday 24 February 2021.

Review of lists
Each VCE Music list includes information regarding the ongoing review process and how to submit suggestions for new works.
For further information, contact Margaret Arnold, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts: (03) 9059 5140 or margaret.arnold@
education.vic.gov.au.

VCAA Bulletin February 2021

10

VCE Music Investigation: Topic approval
Students enrolled in VCE Music Investigation Units 3 and 4 must complete an Investigation Topic Approval form, available from
the VCE Music Investigation study webpage. Schools must submit the completed form via VASS (go to Student Program > VCE >
Approved Focus Area) by 5pm, Wednesday 24 February 2021.
It is the school’s responsibility to:
• ensure each student is correctly enrolled in the study (VASS code MC05 3-4)
• enter the correct focus (instrument) code (a list of codes is available as a VASS download)
• submit a separate application for an alternative instrument, if applicable
• submit a separate application for an alternative work, if applicable.
Schools are not required to submit sheet music or audio files at this stage. The VCAA will reply ‘approved’ or ‘not approved’ during
March to the person identified on VASS as the Music Investigation school contact person. During the approval process, the VCAA
may contact schools and request copies of sheet music and audio recordings of prescribed works.
Enquiries regarding this process should be directed to Margaret Arnold, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts: (03) 9059 5140 or
margaret.arnold@education.vic.gov.au.

Higher Education Studies in the VCE program
Information about the Higher Education Studies (HES) in the VCE program for 2021, including a complete list of participating
universities and studies offered, is now available on the Higher Education Studies in the VCE webpage.
Schools must finalise VCE enrolments for students interested in applying for a Higher Education Study in the VCE prior to
Monday 3 May 2021. A finalised school enrolment is required for universities to confirm a student’s eligibility for their HES course.
Schools are also responsible for ensuring that students have met the pre- and co-requisite requirements for their selected Higher
Education Study.
Please refer to the Higher Education Studies in the VCE recommendations for students, schools and participating universities.

2021 VCE Briefings: On-demand videos and live webinars
The VCAA is offering an online professional development program for members of VCE leadership teams during Term 1, 2021.
The purpose of this professional development program is to provide VCE school leaders, particularly new VCE coordinators, with
an overview of current VCE matters and the opportunity to increase knowledge and skills that can be shared with their VCE
teaching teams.
For 2021 the structure of this professional learning program will be a series of on-demand videos for VCE school leaders covering
information, skills and resources for leading the VCE in their schools. There will also be further live webinars in Term 1 and, as
required, throughout the year.
The on-demand videos will be published on Monday 22 February 2021 and schools will be notified through a Notice to Schools. VCE
school leaders are encouraged to submit questions after viewing the on-demand videos to inform the content of these live webinars.
Questions can be submitted online.
There will be two webinars offered to VCE school leaders – one for experienced VCE school leaders and one for newly appointed
VCE school leaders. Please visit the VCE professional learning page for further information and registration details.
See also the Professional development section for details on ‘Analysing your school’s VCE results’.

Webinars: Planning for assessment in VCE Biology and VCE Psychology
Refer to Notice to Schools 4/2021.

Consultation period for proposed VCE Business Management study design
Refer to Notice to Schools 5/2021.
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Assessment
VCE examination periods 2021
On 4 November 2020, the VCAA Board approved the 2021 VCE examination periods. The corresponding 2021 VCE written
examination timetable will be published in May.

2020–2021 VCE on a Northern Hemisphere Timetable examination periods
The 2020–2021 VCE on a Northern Hemisphere Timetable examination periods are now available. The corresponding 2020–2021
timetable will be published in March.

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

2021 VCAA consultation register for the new vocational and applied learning
curriculum
As part of the Senior Secondary Certificate Reform Project, all current VCAL curriculum will be reviewed and redeveloped to create
curriculum for the vocational specialisation within the VCE and the new Foundation Pathways Certificate.
Experienced VCAL teachers are encouraged to register their interest in being part of the consultation process for one of the following
curriculum areas:
• Literacy Skills
• Numeracy Skills
• Personal Development Skills
• Work Related Skills, including Skills for Further Study – Senior
• Portfolio Enhancement and Presentation – Senior.
Further details about the review and consultation process, including the range of ways to be involved, will be published in Term 1.
Currently we are accepting registrations of interest via email: vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au.

2021 VCAL Quality Assurance arrangements and webinar
Refer to Notice to Schools 9/2021.

VCAA Bulletin February 2021

12

Vocational Education and Training

VASS availability for VET enrolments
VET certificate enrolments on VASS will be available to schools from Monday 8 February. It is critical that VET coordinators check
details of the certificate and units of competency provided by the training provider against the VASS certificate structures before
completing the student enrolment. It is also important to confirm that credit into the VCE or VCAL is what the registered training
organisation (RTO) has indicated and will meet the requirements of the students.

Learnings from 2020: Best practice for VET coordinators and teachers
Schools are to be congratulated on their commitment to their students during the disruptions experienced in 2020 due to the
impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. VET delivery and assessment was especially challenging in many instances. One
of the valuable learnings that schools can reflect on is communication between VET students and teachers, which is critical when
it relates to:
• the VET program structure including the units of competency being undertaken
• whether a scored assessment is being undertaken and if so, whether the correct units of competency have been identified
• whether resources (such as materials, workbooks, learning platform, links to external sources of information and delivery
methods) are available and understood by students
• the VET credit into the VCE or VCAL and whether it meets the eligibility requirements of each certificate
• any mandatory workplace requirements (MWR) contained within the units of competency, and whether the workplaces will be
available in 2021.

VCE VET programs for 2021
There have been a number of changes to qualifications that make up VCE VET programs. These include programs that have been
redeveloped for implementation in 2021. All VCE VET program webpages have been updated for 2021 to reflect any change. It is
important for teachers to refer to the 2021 versions of program booklets.
The VCE VET Program Changes for 2021 document provides individual program details for programs where:
• continuous improvement has resulted in UoC and/or program structure changes
• redevelopment has been undertaken and revised programs are to be implemented from 2021
• a revised scored Unit 3–4 sequence is available for the first time in 2021.
Changes to VCE VET programs are reflected in the program booklet available on individual VCE VET program webpages.
The following VCE VET programs have been revised. Teachers need to ensure that they are aware of the changes and deliver the
correct units as published on the VCE VET program webpage:
• VCE VET Applied Fashion Design and Technology

• VCE VET Electrical Industry

• VCE VET Business

• VCE VET Equine Studies

• VCE VET Building and Construction

• VCE VET Hair and Beauty

• VCE VET Cisco

• VCE VET Information, Digital Media and Technology

• VCE VET Community Services

• VCE VET Plumbing

• VCE VET Civil Infrastructure

• VCE VET Sport and Recreation.

• VCE VET Creative and Digital Media

VCE VET Integrated Technologies
There has been a change to the Certificate II in Integrated Technologies from 22289VIC to 22527VIC with the units of competency
being equivalent. There will be a further change to this qualification in early 2021 to correct the qualification packaging rules. Until
this change is actioned and for the remainder of 2021 all VASS enrolments are to be made into 22289VIC in the equivalent unit
of competency. The end of year examination for Units 3 and 4 will be based on the same three units of competency as in 2020:
VU21703, VU21704 and VU21705.
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VCE VET Creative and Digital Media
A new unit, CUADIG305 Produce Digital Images (50 hours) has been added to the CUA31015 Certificate III in Screen and Media
elective bank. Schools and RTOs delivering this qualification may wish to consider the relevance of this elective for their program.

2020 VET end-of-year webinars resources available
During Term 4, 2020 the VCAA hosted a series of webinars to support all involved in the planning and implementation of VET
programs. Webinar presentations and FAQs were provided to all people who registered in 2020. The resource material will also be
published online in Term 1.

2021 VCE VET Scored Assessment workshops: Introduction and
program‑specific workshops
We are developing a new VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide to support teachers implementing scored assessment. The guide will
be published online, and printed copies will be sent to all schools. This new resource will also be the focus of the scored assessment
workshops for 2021.
Two webinars providing an introduction and overview of the VCE VET scored assessment and the new scored assessment guide will
be held on Thursday 25 February and Tuesday 2 March, from 2pm to 3.30pm. Register via the VET professional learning webpage.
The VCAA will also run a series of program-specific webinars for each of the 14 VCE VET programs with scored assessment. All
teachers, trainers and assessors of VCE VET scored programs are invited to attend. Webinar dates will be announced via a Notice
to Schools early in Term 1. Schools are urged to share this information with their RTO partners.
For more information, contact the VET Unit: (03) 9059 5195 or vet.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au.

High-level VET qualification applications are now due
Any qualification at Certificate IV or Diploma level is considered a ‘High Level Qualification’ for senior secondary purposes.
Schools or providers planning to deliver high-level VET qualifications in 2021 are reminded that an application must be submitted
and approved prior to commencement of any training.
The latest application form and instructions for high-level VET qualifications are available on the VET block credit recognition webpage.

Season of Excellence 2021: Top Designs reminder
Teachers are reminded that Top Designs includes five VCE VET programs:
• VCE VET Creative Digital Media
• VCE VET Engineering
• VCE VET Furnishing
• VCE VET Integrated Technologies
• VCE VET Music Industry (Sound Production).
This is a fantastic opportunity for students to benefit from involvement in the 2021 Museum Victoria showcase of quality VCE student
work. Teachers are encouraged to bring this opportunity to the attention of students from the beginning of the year in order to
encourage them to strive for excellence. Details are available on the Season of Excellence website.

Structured Workplace Learning for VCE VET programs
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a valuable component of all VET qualifications, and where possible should be spread
across the duration of the VET program. For the VCAA’s recommendations refer to SWL summary for VCE VET programs in 2021
(published January 2021). It should be noted that the VCAA indicates SWL as mandated in qualifications where there is at least one
unit of competency that requires assessment of skills or knowledge in a workplace context.
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New process for access to VE2 SBAT qualifications on VASS
An application form is being finalised for access to VE2 School-based Apprenticeships or Traineeships (SBATs) on VASS. The
application form and guidelines will be available as a download from VASS in mid-February. Schools will also be informed of the
process via a Notice to Schools.

VCE VET Business and VCE VET Information, Digital Media and Technology
The VET team would like to hear from experienced teachers/trainers interested in being a member of a VCAA reference group for the
redevelopment of the VCE VET Business program and/or the VCE VET Information Digital Media and Technology program.
There are no changes to these programs for 2021; any future changes will be subject to further advice.
VCE VET programs are developed from the recently endorsed training packages, the Australian Industry and Skills Committee (AISC)
has recently approved the following:
• BSB Business Services V7.0 (BSBv7 training package has an extended 18-month transition period)
• ICT Information and Communication Technology V6.0 (ICTv6 training package has an extended 18-month transition period).
Reference group meetings are planned for March 2021, however they are subject to the publication of purchasing guides. Register online
if you would like to be involved in the reference group for VET Business or VET Information, Digital Media and Technology.

VCE VET State Reviewer vacancies for 2021
Applications are invited for the vacant VCE VET State Reviewer positions for 2021 in the VCE VET Kitchen Operations program area.
State Reviewers can be teachers of the program at the Unit 3–4 level. This is a paid position and appointees are required to
undertake a range of activities including participating in VCAA professional development, providing feedback and advice to schools
and RTOs, assisting in the preparation of published advice regarding scored assessment, conducting coursework audits and
preparing feedback as a result of the coursework audits. Appointments will be made from 1 January to 31 December 2021.
For more information and to apply, contact the VET Unit: vet.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au.

VCE VET Plumbing transition arrangements
The VCE VET Plumbing program has changed for 2021; 22304VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship) has been replaced
by 22569VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship).
Students who commenced 22304VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship) in 2019 or earlier will need to continue their
enrolment on VASS in 22569VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship), where units of competency from this and 22304VIC
Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship) will be combined in a single certificate enrolment.
All students commencing a VCE VET Plumbing program from 2021 must be enrolled in 22569VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Preapprenticeship).
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Administrative advice

VCE on a Northern Hemisphere Timetable: Applications for authorisation to deliver
The VCE on a Northern Hemisphere Timetable (NHT) operates from July to June and is available for a limited number of VCE studies.
This alternative academic timetable may provide options for VCE providers/schools, both offshore and in Victoria, to create more
flexible programs for VCE delivery.
The NHT need not replace the traditional calendar-year timetable. Authorised providers/schools may offer VCE studies on both
timetables. Offering studies on both timetables may provide greater opportunities, where students may complete some studies on
one timetable and some on the other.
All studies offered on the NHT are subject to the curriculum and assessment requirements that applied in the VCE calendar year
before the NHT academic year.
The external assessment results of the NHT cohort will be subject to equating to ensure comparability with the results of the larger
Victorian cohort assessed in the previous calendar year.
Providers/schools wanting to offer the NHT to students in Victoria are required to apply for authorisation to deliver on the NHT.
Access to VASS enrolments for NHT students will be available only to authorised providers/schools.
Authorisation application forms will be available in February 2021 for VCE providers wishing to offer:
• classes in approved VCE Unit 1 and 2 studies on the NHT in 2021–22
• classes in approved VCE Unit 3 and 4 studies on the NHT in 2021–22 and/or 2022–23.
Prospective providers are required to attend a briefing for VCE and VASS coordinators. The briefing will be held on Thursday 18
March 2021. Details of the briefing, including the registration process, can be obtained by emailing the Student Records and Results
Unit: student.records@education.vic.gov.au.
The deadline for receipt of authorisation applications is Friday 2 April 2021.
General information about the NHT, details of the VCE studies available on the NHT and the authorisation process are available from
the VCE on a Northern Hemisphere Timetable webpage.

VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2021
The VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2021 is now available.
All changes in the 2021 handbook are documented in the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2021: Summary of Changes.
The 2021 edition contains the most up-to-date information, at the time of publication, about VCE and VCAL administrative processes
and policy. Any updates to the information in the handbook will be communicated via Notices to Schools and the VCAA Bulletin.
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Professional development

Analysing your school’s VCE results
The VCAA invites you to participate in a valuable series of professional learning sessions about analysing your school’s VCE results,
in February and March. These sessions are for school staff responsible for the delivery of the VCE and make use of the data made
available to your school via the VCE Data Service and VCE External Assessment Results Service. They will increase your knowledge
and skills in using the VCE assessment results to:
• identify strengths and weaknesses in your school’s VCE performance against particular curricula
• inform professional learning discussions with fellow teachers around improving student outcomes.
The training content will be delivered in four sessions, each of which is offered on three dates (3.45–4.30pm), to increase the
effectiveness and accessibility of these sessions to staff:
• Study score and statistical moderation – Monday 22 February, Tuesday 2 March and Wednesday24 March
• External assessments and indicative grades – Tuesday 23 February, 1 Monday March and Thursday 25 March
• VCAA Data Service and adjusted scores – Wednesday 24 February, Thursday 11 March and Tuesday 23 March
• Student Longitudinal Progress – Thursday 25 February, Wednesday 10 March and Monday 22 March.
Register via the VCAA’s professional learning webpage. For more information, contact the Data Analysis, Measurement and
Reporting Unit: research.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au.

2021 VCE School-assessed Tasks professional learning
As advised in Notice to Schools 174/2020, professional learning for School-assessed Tasks will be provided during Terms 1
and 2 in 2021.
The purpose of this professional learning program is to provide teachers with a clear understanding of the delivery of School‑assessed
Tasks, including authentication, administration and how to apply the assessment criteria and descriptors for the School-assessed Task
in the relevant VCE study.
For 2021 the structure of this professional learning program will be a series of ‘on-demand’ videos for teachers of each VCE study
to provide support for the School-assessed Task, and additional live webinars in Terms 1 and 2. These videos will be published on
each study’s webpage and schools notified via a Notice to Schools.
The professional learning live webinars will be held as follows:
• Algorithmics (HESS): Tuesday 23 February, 4.00–5.30pm
• Applied Computing – Data Analytics: Wednesday 24 February, 4.00–5.30pm
• Applied Computing – Software Development: Thursday 25 February, 4.00pm–5.30pm
• Art: Tuesday 2 March, 4.00pm–5.30pm
• Visual Communication Design: Tuesday 9 March, 4.00pm–5.30pm
• Media: Wednesday 10 March, 4.00pm–5.30pm
• Studio Arts: Thursday 11 March, 4.00pm–5.30pm
• Systems Engineering: Monday 1 March, 3.45pm–5.00pm
• Product Design and Technology: Monday 22 February, 3.45pm–5.00pm
Visit the VCE professional learning webpage for further information and registration details. Contact the VCE Curriculum Unit for
further information: vcaa.vce.pd@education.vic.gov.au.

2021 VCE VET Scored Assessment workshops
Registrations for workshops are now open on the VCAA professional learning webpage. For more information, contact the VET Unit:
(03) 9059 5195 or vet.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au.

VCAA Bulletin February 2021

17

Bulletin board

Professional learning opportunity for VET teachers in government schools
The Victorian Government is funding the VET Development Centre (VDC) to deliver the Industry Placement Program, a professional
learning initiative for VET teachers.
The Industry Placement Program will provide VET teachers in Victorian Government Schools with the opportunity to participate in
activities specifically designed to enhance their industry skills, knowledge and networks.
For further information contact the VET Development Centre.

Victorian Multicultural Awards for Excellence 2020
The recipients of the Multicultural Awards for Excellence in education were announced by Tim Richardson, Parliamentary Secretary
for Schools in an online ceremony on Wednesday 16 December 2020. For more information about the work of the award winners
and highly commended nominees, visit the Victorian Multicultural Awards for Excellence website.

Promote multicultural inclusion and build capacity to prevent racism and bullying
The Department of Education and Training (DET) has developed a range of programs and resources to support schools, teachers
and students to promote multicultural inclusion and build capacity to prevent racism and bullying. For more information go to the
relevant webpage:
• Multicultural education programs and resources
• School’s In For Refugees
• Supporting students from refugee backgrounds
• Bully Stoppers
• Schools Standing Up To Racism
• Racist bullying
• Bullying information for students
• Reporting religious and racial discrimination and abuse in schools.

HTAV VCE History Conference and Examination Reports: Friday 26 February 2021
This conference supports VCE teachers to expand their content knowledge, pick up classroom ready tips and resources, think
deeply about VCE teaching and learning, and catch up with peers and mentors from all over Victoria.
Early bird rates available until Friday 12 February. All registrations close Friday 19 February. To view the full program and to register
see the HTAV website.
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