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New VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide
We have developed a new VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide in line with our review of the appropriateness and quality of VET
programs delivered to secondary students in Victoria in 2017. This was the first review into VCE VET scored assessment since its
inception and involved schools and teachers across Victoria.
The review aimed to clarify and simplify task rules, improve auditing processes, support better outcomes for students, and ensure
a unit of competency could be assessed by two task types.
The new guide has three sections:
• an overview of scored assessment for VCE VET programs
• the process of integrating study scores with competency-based assessment
• advice on the development and assessment of coursework tasks.
It also includes a set of templates and links to resources and online tools.
We want teachers delivering the scored Unit 3–4 sequence from VCAA–approved VCE VET programs to have the information and
tools needed to design coursework tasks that:
• meet the VCAA guidelines for scored assessment
• comply with principles of assessment
• align with VCAA scoring criteria and enhance students’ learning experiences.
We encourage schools to use the new guide in conjunction with program-specific advice for VCE VET scored programs published
on the VCAA website, in the VCE VET program booklets and periodically in the VCAA Bulletin.
In Term 1, we distributed printed copies to all schools with students undertaking scored assessment last year. Teachers can also
access the VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide on our website.
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Message from our CEO
As Term 1 draws to a close, I’d like to remind you of our professional learning opportunities in
April and May.
Our ‘Introducing the Victorian Curriculum F–10’ webinar series continues throughout
Term 2, plus we are hosting webinars that explain how to use the suite of digital Languages
Assessments. I encourage Foundation to Year 10 teachers to take advantage of these learning
opportunities to support curriculum-planning and assessment skills.

Senior Secondary Certificate Reform
The senior secondary certificate reform aims to lift the quality and perception of vocational education in
our state and help more students access high-quality applied learning programs.
We continue our detailed consultation with educators and experts on the certificate designs and curriculum development. We have
established curriculum and assessment review panels and held initial panel meetings. We also held principal webinars in the last week
of Term 1, providing an important opportunity for schools to learn more about the certificate reform and implementation strategy.
Draft certificate designs and study designs for the new Vocational Pathways qualification (which will replace Foundation VCAL)
will go to public consultation in Term 2.
If you would like to be notified about consultation opportunities, contact us at vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au.

New NAPLAN Certificates of Achievement
This year, NAPLAN Certificates of Achievement will be awarded to Year 9 students who achieve results that places them in the very
top band of NAPLAN, or who significantly improve on their Year 7 results. The introduction of the certificates motivates students
to bring their best efforts to the NAPLAN assessments so the results can accurately inform the evaluation of the effectiveness of
teaching and learning strategies.
We are working with schools and stakeholders to raise awareness of the new certificates and thank everyone for their collaboration.

Season of Excellence 2021
We are thrilled to be opening the Top Designs exhibition at Melbourne Museum as part of our Season of Excellence 2021. Top
Designs is a unique opportunity for teachers of design studies to share exemplar student work with their senior secondary students.
More information about Top Designs is available on the Season of Excellence Hub.
I wish you and your families a safe and relaxing term break – a chance to refresh and prepare for a busy Term 2.

Stephen Gniel
Chief Executive Officer
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Excellence & Awards

Margaret Schofield Memorial Scholarship for Performance recipients
We congratulate the three recipients of this year’s Margaret Schofield Memorial Scholarship for Performance, who were recognised
at Top Class Music 2021 on Tuesday 30 March. All three recipients completed Year 12 at the Victorian College of the Arts Secondary
School in 2020.
Alice Mountfort Hurwood is drawn to modern folk-influenced music such as Kodaly, Cassado, Villa-Lobos and Piazzolla, and
connects deeply with the intensity of such works. After university, she hopes to travel to Germany to perform and teach.
Ezra Uxó Williams plays the violin but has begun to take an interest in conducting, and is excited about the possibility of pursuing
this at university. He hopes to pursue orchestral or chamber playing professionally and internationally.
Michael de Huy is currently mastering the piano, studying composition and musicology to inform his improvisations. Michael is
excited about the prospect of travelling overseas to continue his studies and performance.
The family of the late Margaret Schofield established the scholarships in her name to recognise her achievements as a musician and
her commitment to music education. Successful applicants receive a $7000 scholarship to help them pursue their passion of music
in tertiary education. Applications are open each year to students who have completed their VCE at a government secondary school.

Top Screen Jury Prize winners announced
Each year, the Top Screen Jury Prize recognises outstanding filmmaking talent to encourage further development of skills and
passion. This year’s winning film is Magnum Opus, by James Miller from St Kevin’s College. The runner-up is Just Peachy, by Anise
Perry from Williamstown High School, and the second runner-up is Space Cadet, by Miki Flett from Templestowe College.
The Jury Prize is selected by a panel including Melbourne International Film Festival (MIFF) programmer Kate Fitzpatrick, MIFF
publications and content manager Adolfo Aranjuez, and ACMI school programs producer Garry Westmore. The jury carefully
considered criteria such as originality, technical excellence and audience engagement.
The Jury Prize winners were announced at the Top Screen premiere on Tuesday 23 March at ACMI. Academy Award–winning
independent animator and visual artist, Adam Elliot, officially launched Top Screen 2021 and presented the three recipients with their
prizes. Each filmmaker took home a Share Pass for MIFF 2021 and ACMI membership.
Magnum Opus is a mockumentary that follows the struggles of an intrepid director as he attempts to make his magnum opus. The
jury panel described it as ‘an assured piece that is beautifully edited and expertly executed. The interweaving of animation amongst
the live action shows Miller to be a filmmaker with a depth of talent and he himself is quite the performer, displaying great comic
timing and real emotion. The film is unexpectedly heartfelt, making you laugh one minute and ache for this hapless soul the next.’
Tickets for Top Screen 2021 screenings and education programs are selling fast. All sessions will take place at the newly reopened
ACMI at Fed Square.
If students are unable to attend screenings during the school term, we encourage them to book for the School Holiday Screening
and How Do I Do It? session with the VCE State Reviewer for Media, Renee Paxton, at 10am on Wednesday 7 April 2021.
Get the full VCE Season of Excellence program, including dates, venues and booking details, from the Season Hub.

Still from Magnum Opus by James Miller from St Kevin’s College
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Apply for the 2021 Plain English Speaking Award
Students can now apply to participate in the Plain English Speaking Award state heats throughout May. Entries close at 5pm,
Monday 3 May 2021.
Students who would like to participate can complete our online form.

Top Designs 2021
Top Designs returns to its traditional live exhibition in 2021, open from Saturday 17 April to Sunday 11 July.
Book tickets on the Melbourne Museum website. Visit the Season Hub for further details and updates.

Top Acts 2021
Book your tickets for Top Acts 2021 on Sunday 1 May, 7.30pm, on the Melbourne Recital Centre website. Visit the Season Hub for
further details and updates.

Early Years

Twilight Webinar update
We held our second Twilight Webinar for 2021 on Tuesday 23 March: ‘The challenges and opportunities of digital technologies for
very young children – In conversation with Dr Anne Kennedy’.
In April, we will publish a fact sheet, developed by Dr Kennedy, that summarises how educators can be thoughtful, purposeful and
deliberate in their use of technology in the learning environment, when working with children from birth to age three.
The next Twilight Webinar will be held on Wednesday 28 April: ‘Infant thinking and theory making – connections to frameworks and
documentation’, with Dr Sandra Cheeseman, CEO, Creche and Kindergarten Association. The webinar will suit early childhood
professionals who are educating and caring for children from birth to three years of age, and want to better understand children’s
thinking and theory-making processes.
Our Early Years professional learning webpage has full details. Subscribe to the Early Years Alert to find out about webinars
scheduled in 2021.

Evaluation of the 2016 Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
We have resumed our evaluation of the 2016 VEYLDF implementation, which was delayed by the disruptions of 2020.
The purpose of this evaluation is to explore how well changes to the 2016 VEYLDF were communicated within the sector, the degree
of sector understanding of those changes, and how those changes are being integrated into professional practice.
Schools, early childhood centres and kindergartens were invited to participate in a survey last year. In coming weeks, a variety of
stakeholders will be participating in a series of online forums.
Read more about the evaluation project.

VCAA Bulletin April 2021

5

Foundation−10

Curriculum
Professional learning opportunities in Term 2
We are providing more professional learning opportunities for teachers throughout Term 2, including the continuation of the
‘Introducing the Victorian Curriculum F–10’ webinar series, and a second series of webinars on how to use the suite of digital
Languages Assessments.
For further information or to register for these webinars, visit the F–10 professional learning webpage.
Watch recordings of past professional learning webinars, including English as an Additional Language, Implementing the Capabilities,
Bushfire Education and using the online Languages Assessments, on the F–10 past professional learning materials webpage.

Languages Assessments
Teachers using the digital Languages Assessments can register for our Term 2 webinars by visiting the F–10 professional
learning webpage.
The suite of digital Languages Assessments is a series of multiple-choice listening and reading assessments, available in Chinese,
French, German, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Modern Greek and Spanish.
All schools and community language providers can access the Languages Assessments from their school or remotely at any time.
For information on how the assessments can support the teaching of languages, visit the Languages Assessment webpage.
To access the Languages Assessments, go to the ACER website.
To watch recordings of the first series of webinars, visit the F–10 past professional learning materials webpage.

Stay up-to-date
Subscribe to the F–10 Curriculum Update for news about the Victorian Curriculum F–10, including professional learning opportunities.

F–10 resources update
Download and display posters supporting plurilingualism in your school
This set of four downloadable posters supports the teaching of the Cultural and Plurilingual Awareness strand of the new English as
an Additional Language (EAL) curriculum.
Teachers can support a student’s English language learning in any curriculum area by providing explicit opportunities for them to
draw on their knowledge of other languages. Encouraging plurilingualism promotes engagement and participation, and fosters a
sense of belonging.
We encourage teachers and schools with an EAL student population to download, print and display these posters in their staffrooms.

Access resources for differentiating learning sequences for EAL students
Teachers can adapt existing learning sequences linked to particular learning areas in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 to support
differentiated teaching for EAL students in mainstream classrooms. Teachers can adapt, remove or add to elements of their learning
sequences to cater to all students in the classroom.
We have published a set of sample learning sequences with annotated advice from EAL specialists about how to differentiate
teaching for EAL learners at a particular level. Each learning sequence outlines teaching and learning strategies for one or more
curriculum areas – from Dance to Mathematics, from Foundation to Level 10.
We encourage all teachers with EAL learners in their classrooms to download and review these resources.
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Find food and nutrition content in the Victorian Curriculum Levels A–D and F–10
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 provides opportunities for students to learn about food and nutrition across the curriculum. We have
published new documents that map explicit references to food and nutrition in the content descriptions and elaborations of multiple
curriculum areas, from Levels A–D through to Foundation to Level 10.
Teachers can use these mapping documents to discover new opportunities to develop teaching and learning programs related to
food and/or nutrition, using content from one or more curriculum areas.

Download new assessment tasks for Home Economics ‘healthy eating’ units of work
Both the Design and Technologies and Health and Physical Education curriculum areas feature complementary content related to
healthy eating.
The Cross-curriculum resources, Home Economics webpage has sample units of work that include teaching and learning programs
drawing on both curriculum areas.
Teachers can now download a new summative assessment task for each unit of work, including implementation instructions and an
assessment rubric with clear links to the Victorian Curriculum F–10.

Assessment
New NAPLAN Certificates of Achievement
NAPLAN Certificates of Achievement will this year be awarded to Year 9 students in 2021 who:
• achieve a result in Reading and/or Numeracy that places them in the very top band of NAPLAN
• significantly improve on their Year 7 results.
The new certificates celebrate students who achieve the highest level and those who excel by making exceptional progress,
irrespective of where they start.
The Certificates of Achievement will be awarded to recipients and jointly signed by the Minister for Education and VCAA CEO.
Their introduction aims to motivate students to bring their best efforts to the NAPLAN assessments so the results can inform the
evaluation and the effectiveness of teaching and learning strategies.
NAPLAN 2021 will be held in mid-May. Check the NAPLAN webpages for up-to-date information about NAPLAN 2021.

NAPLAN Online: Decoupling of the reading and conventions of language tests
From 2021 the NAPLAN Online conventions of language test will be decoupled from the reading test. The grammar and punctuation
test will be independent of reading and fully branched.
For more information on the new test design visit the ACARA website.

NAPLAN Online writing test schedule
In previous years, students across all year levels completed the writing test on day 1 of the NAPLAN Online test window.
In 2021 the writing test will take place over two days and test scheduling will be staggered for Years 5, 7 and 9:
• Year 3: No change, writing test completed on paper on day 1 of the test window (Tuesday 11 May)
• Year 5: Writing test completed on day 1 and day 2 of the test window (Tuesday 11 May and Wednesday 12 May)
• Years 7 and 9: Writing test completed on day 2 and day 3 of the test window (Wednesday 12 May and Thursday 13 May).
To maintain the correct test order and maximise use of the test window, Years 7 and 9 should complete the reading test on day 1.
Refer to the 2021 NAPLAN test timetable for full details. If you have queries about 2021 NAPLAN, contact the NAPLAN Helpdesk:
1800 648 637 or vcaa.naplan.help@education.vic.gov.au.
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Assessors and supervisors for Education State Sample Assessments
The VCAA is seeking applications from current and retired teachers to assess in The Arts and to supervise Critical and Creative
Thinking (CCT) assessments. This assessment project will measure the Victorian Government’s Education State targets by assessing
students at Year 6 and Year 10.
The Arts assessments will focus on Visual Arts and Music. This is a great opportunity for teachers to assess in their area of
expertise. We hold The Arts assessments at various school locations during Term 2 (Monday 24 May to Friday 25 June) and
Term 3 (Monday 12 July to Friday 13 August). The minimum requirement is one full day, though you may assess for multiple days
with the agreement of your school’s principal. Successful applicants must participate in an online half-day paid training session on
Monday 10 May.
The VCAA also needs supervisors for the CCT assessments, which are completed online during Term 3, from Monday 19 July
to Friday 6 August. Supervisors are allocated to schools based on availability and school locations, and will have access to the
IT helpdesk and support during the assessment period. Successful applicants must participate in an online half-day paid training
session on Wednesday 23 June.
Apply via the Sessional Staff Management System from Monday 12 April. For more information, contact the Education State Sample
Assessments team: (03) 9059 4172 or vcaa.education.state@education.vic.gov.au.

Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum
Consultation period for proposed VCE study designs (to commence in 2023)
The consultation period for the proposed study designs for VCE Art, VCE Economics, VCE English and English as an Additional
Language (EAL), VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society, and VCE Studio Arts opens on Monday 19 April and closes on
Monday 24 May.
The consultation period for the proposed study design for VCE Indigenous Languages of Victoria: Revival and Reclamation opens
Tuesday 6 April and closes on Monday 3 May.
Interested teachers, students and other stakeholders will be able to review the relevant consultation documents (including the
proposed study design, summary of proposed changes to the study design and study review plans) and respond to the online
questionnaires via the following study pages when the consultation periods commence:
• VCE Art
• VCE Economics
• VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL)
• VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society
• VCE Indigenous Languages of Victoria: Revival and Reclamation
• VCE Studio Arts.

Evaluation of five VCE studies: Online monitoring questionnaire
We are monitoring the implementation of the following VCE studies in schools and collecting data to inform the evaluation process:
• VCE English Language
• VCE Media
• VCE Product Design and Technology
• VCE Sociology
• VCE Visual Communication Design.
We invite VCE teachers, students and other interested stakeholders to provide feedback on the current VCE study designs via the
online questionnaire (on the relevant study webpage) from Tuesday 6 April until Monday 3 May.

2021 VCE Drama and Theatre Studies Playlist updated
Refer to Notice to Schools 42/2021.
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Vocational Education and Training

2021 VCE VET Scored Assessment webinars
In April, we will publish our recent Introduction and Overview of Scored Assessment webinar on the VET professional learning
webpage for those who couldn’t attend.

VASS enrolments for VET
There is currently a high volume of requests for School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship enrolments and new VET certificate
additions on VASS. We are working to meet these requests, however there may be delays in some situations.

Structured Workplace Learning
The Department of Education and Training has amended its Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) guidelines. The changes are
critical, so schools must be aware of these changes. Students who are undertaking SWL and who need to access SWL Recognition
should refer to the guidelines.
It is particularly important that schools engaged in VCE VET Health and Community Services programs refer to the updated information.

VCE VET Kitchen Operations State Reviewer vacancy for 2021
We are inviting applications for the vacant VCE VET Kitchen Operations State Reviewer position for 2021.
Apply through the Sessional Staff Management System. For more information contact the VET Unit: vet.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au.

Expressions of interest for VCE VET Business and VCE VET IDMT reference groups
If you are an experienced teacher or trainer, consider becoming a member of our reference group for the redevelopment of the VCE
VET Business program and/or the VCE VET Information Digital Media and Technology program.
These programs remain unchanged for 2021; we will provide direct advice about any future changes.
We develop VCE VET programs from endorsed Training Packages. The Australian Industry and Skills Committee (AISC) recently
approved:
• BSB Business Services V7.0 (BSBv7 training package has an extended 18-month transition period)
• ICT Information and Communication Technology V6.0 (ICTv6 training package has an extended 18-month transition period).
We are planning reference group meetings for April, depending on the publication of purchasing guides. If you would like to be
involved in the reference group for VET Business or VET Information, Digital Media and Technology, register online.

Season of Excellence 2021 – Top Designs
Top Designs runs from Saturday 17 April until Sunday 11 July 2021 at Melbourne Museum and includes five VCE VET programs:
• VCE VET Creative Digital Media
• VCE VET Engineering
• VCE VET Furnishing
• VCE VET Integrated Technologies
• VCE VET Music Industry (Sound Production).
Every year we encourage teachers to share this opportunity with students to encourage them to strive for excellence. You’ll find
full details on the Season Hub. Visit the School visit information page on the Museums Victoria website for information about
education bookings.
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2021 Victorian Training Awards – Victorian School-based Apprentice or Trainee of
the Year
Nominations for the 2021 Victorian Training Awards are now open.
For the Victorian School-based Apprentice or Trainee of the Year Award, schools can nominate a student who is undertaking a
Certificate II or above qualification as a part-time Victorian school-based apprentice or trainee. The award recognises a student’s
commitment to their formal studies at school, and in the workplace.
The winner of this award will receive $5000 in prize money.
Nominations close at midnight on Friday 4 June 2021. Information to help you with your nomination can be downloaded from the
Victorian Training Awards webpage.

VET Champions
The Victorian Government’s VET Champions initiative showcases high-achieving Victorians who have risen to success through a
vocational education and training (VET) pathway.
VET Champions will attend local government schools and industry events throughout 2021 to talk about their experiences and
inspire secondary school students.
To nominate an outstanding VET graduate to become a VET Champion, visit the VET Champions website.

A career in the rail industry
The Certificate II in Heavy and Light Rail Fundamentals provides students with an introduction to the heavy (train) and light (tram) rail
industry in Victoria. This two-year program is conducted at the Newport Rail Academy. We will provide further details for students
interested in learning more about this course for 2022 in the next edition of the VCAA Bulletin.

Bulletin board

2021 Learn Local Course Guides
Learn Local courses are short courses offered at low cost to eligible adult Victorians. Courses include digital and computer skills,
reading and writing, maths, communication, study skills, job skills, return to work skills and English language, as well as preparation
for various industries such as aged care, food processing, health services and warehousing and distribution.
Learn Local courses are flexible and can be tailored specifically to suit adult learners’ needs and schedule. They can learn in
a classroom or online, at the pace that they choose. Class sizes are often small, with training delivered by highly experienced
professionals.
The Learn Local courses listed in the Course Guides are just a sample of the range of courses on offer. New courses are continually
being developed and offered right across Victoria.
Download the 2021 Learn Local Course Guides.

ACEL Early Childhood National Conference 2021: Leading & Learning, A Shared
Agenda
The Australian Council for Educational Leaders, in partnership with the Victorian Department of Education, will hold its annual
conference online on Tuesday 27 April and Wednesday 28 April 2021 (1pm–5.30pm AEST). Leading and learning from the early
years and beyond is a shared agenda. A range of Australian and international experts will take the lead in furthering educators’
professional development and showing how this can impact their own contexts. Full details are available on the ACEL website.
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