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Product Design and Technology – wood, metal and plastics works at Top Designs 2021. Photo by Nicole Cleary.

Top Designs 2021 launch
Students exhibiting in Top Designs 2021 at Melbourne Museum, Carlton have been praised for their achievements, ‘particularly in
light of the extraordinary circumstances of completing their studies in 2020’. Stephen Gniel, our CEO and MC for the launch on
Friday 16 April, highlighted their exceptional exhibits. ‘Innovation is the key to a functional and progressive society, which is why I am
thrilled to see such innovation in our schools.’
Curator Anna McLeod heard many stories from students about their experiences: ‘From limited access to materials, to lack of social
contact with friends, to being stuck abroad and completing VCE from across the globe, their stories are wide ranging. Interestingly,
many students were prompted to investigate new learning approaches and to be innovative in their use of materials.’
The exhibition includes Learning in Lockdown, in which students tell their stories about studying VCE in 2020. ‘A recurring message
throughout these stories is one of invaluable support from family, friends and teachers throughout the year, as well as a gritty
determination to succeed in spite of the countless obstacles they faced,’ explains Anna.
Some students made their creative work about their experience. Holly Rumble’s film Quarantined pokes fun at some of the more
trivial challenges of life in quarantine through light-hearted claymation. ‘My hope is that the absurd lengths the characters go to, to
remedy their own crippling boredom, resonate with audiences,’ explains Holly.
Top Designs showcases the work of the highest-achieving students from across Victoria who completed VCE Media, Product
Design and Technology, Theatre Studies, Systems Engineering and Visual Communication Design, VET Creative and Digital Media
and VET Integrated Technology in 2020.
This year, 95 works by 92 students were selected from close to 1000 submissions.
The exhibition will run until Sunday 11 July 2021. Book your visit through Melbourne Museum.
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Message from our CEO
Term 2 is in full swing now, and I’m sure everyone is settling back into their routines.
I’d like to thank schools for their efforts in implementing NAPLAN this month. Over 800 Victorian
schools are participating in NAPLAN Online this year with all Victorian schools to transition
to NAPLAN Online in 2022. A letter will shortly be provided outlining the readiness activities
for those schools that are transitioning to NAPLAN Online for the first time in 2022 as well as
contact details for further support.
As outlined in last month’s Bulletin, Certificates of Achievement will this year be awarded to Year 9
students.
The certificates will be awarded for two categories of achievement:
• Category one: the achievement of excellence through getting a result in the top band for reading or numeracy, or both.
• Category two: the achievement of outstanding learning growth through improvement by two or more bands between the
NAPLAN Year 7 and Year 9 tests for reading or numeracy, or both.
The new certificates celebrate those who achieve the highest level and those who excel by making exceptional progress, irrespective
of where they start.
I’d like to thank those who have been involved in our Senior Secondary Certificate Reform consultation sessions. Your input has been
generous and constructive. We are committed to reflecting on and addressing feedback in the drafting process and throughout the
roll-out so please, continue to engage with us at every opportunity.
We recognise that students are beginning to make decisions about their senior secondary pathways. I look forward to providing
more information about how schools can support students with the 2022 course selection shortly.
We will be taking a leading role in coordinating Victoria’s response to the review of the F–10 Australian Curriculum by the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA). Working closely with the Department of Education and Training, the
Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria, we will consult directly with curriculum and school
leaders, teachers, and curriculum-area experts to inform Victoria’s response to the proposed changes to the Australian Curriculum.
You can, of course, submit your own feedback directly to ACARA’s consultation webpage.
Our senior secondary events continue with two outstanding exhibitions: Top Designs at Melbourne Museum, and Top Arts at the
National Gallery Victoria.
Both have affordable education programs that I highly recommend to schools.
I wish students, teachers, schools all the best for Term 2.

Stephen Gniel
Chief Executive Officer
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Excellence & awards

VCAL Achievement Awards
On Friday 23 April the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Achievement Awards were held at The Edge, Fed Square. The
event honours VCAL students, teachers and partners who have distinguished themselves during their VCAL program.
The Hon. James Merlino, Acting Premier, Minister for Education and Minister for Mental Health, introduced the event commending
the 2020 cohort of students for ‘achieving great success in the face of a global pandemic’.
This year, there were 55 recipients across 22 categories.
Rosemarie Slattery, recipient of a Student Outstanding Achievement Award, gave a short speech on behalf of the class of 2020:
‘Without the VCAL program I wouldn’t have gained the skills and experiences I have now. I have had many pathways open up for
me, so that I can have success not only at school, but in the future as well.’
Read about this year’s recipients on the VCAL Achievement Awards webpage.

Top Acts
The concluding event in the 2021 VCE Season of Excellence, Top Acts, exploded onto the stage on Saturday 1 May.
Top Acts is an evening concert that presents up to 20 performers from the Top Class concert series in one stunning event, including
dance, drama, theatre studies and music.
As MC for the evening, Chris Wardlaw, Chair, VCAA Board, acknowledged the challenges faced by VCE students and teachers
last year: ‘2020 was tough on everyone. But it was especially tough for our performing arts students who had to find new ways to
express their creativity. It was also tough on their teachers and assessors. They too had to overcome obstacles and adapt their
classes and assessment methods in an ever-changing environment.’
Top Acts 2021 was curated by artistic director Chris Lewis, who selected works from across the 10 Top Class concerts.
Selection was based on a number of criteria, including curatorial concerns, balance and diversity, and an outstanding Top Class
performance standard.

VCAL Student Achievement Award recipient Tia Kirby from Monbulk College with The Hon. James Merlino
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Early Years

May Twilight Webinar
We invite early childhood professionals educating and caring for children up to the age of three years to register for the next Twilight
Webinar on Thursday 27 May 2021 (5.30pm to 6.30pm).
Planning for under 3s using the Early Years Planning Cycle Resource for the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development
Framework (VEYLDF) will explore how to better understand and use the Early Years Planning Cycle Resource to observe, assess
and respond to evidence of children’s learning from birth to three years of age.
The VCAA Early Years’ Manager Mary Holwell and Program Manager Karen Hope will facilitate the webinar discussion.
After registering for the webinar, have a look at the Early Years Planning Cycle Resource for the VEYLDF to support your engagement
with the ideas we will be discussing.

Video resources
Five video vignettes from the February Twilight Webinar (‘But do they do anything?’: Documentation and infant pedagogy) are
now available on our Early Years professional learning webpage. The videos support early childhood professionals working with
children from birth to two years to better understand young children’s skills, capabilities and how to make their learning and
development visible.

Foundation−10

Curriculum
Delivering Civics and Citizenship: Have your say
You are invited to have your say about the implementation and delivery of the Victorian Curriculum Civics and Citizenship Levels 3–10
as part of a Monash University research project. Your responses will be used to help develop teacher professional learning and
student resources for Civics and Citizenship education.
The research is funded and supported by the VCAA and the Department of Education and Training.
We are inviting teachers to participate in an online interview. The interview will run for less than an hour and will be conducted through
online conferencing, such as Zoom or Webex. To register your interest in participating in an interview, email the Chief Investigator, Dr
Zareh Ghazarian by Thursday 3 June 2021.
If you would like more information about any aspect of this project, contact the Chief Investigator Dr Zareh Ghazarian by email or
phone: (03) 9902 0350.
The study has been approved by the Monash University Human Ethics Committee (Project ID: 27556).

Professional learning opportunities in Term 2
We are providing more professional learning opportunities for teachers throughout Term 2, including the continuation of the
‘Introducing the Victorian Curriculum F–10’ webinar series, and webinars on how to use the VCAA’s suite of digital Languages
Assessments.
For more information or to register for the webinars, visit the F–10 professional learning webpage.
You can view recordings of past professional learning webinars on the F–10 past professional learning materials webpage.
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Linking the Design and Technologies curriculum to Royal Melbourne Show exhibits
Leanne Compton, VCAA Curriculum Manager for Design and Technologies, will host a webinar to discuss how to use the Victorian
Curriculum F–10 to encourage students to exhibit works in the Royal Melbourne Show’s Art, Craft and Cookery Competition.
The webinar will:
• focus on the ‘Materials and technologies’ and ‘Food specialisations’ areas of the Design and Technologies curriculum
• unpack the savoury breakfast muffin unit of work
• provide practical advice about entering the competition.
Leanne will be joined by Katrina Wheaton-Penniall from Genazzano FCJ College and Catherine Shelley from the Royal Agricultural
Society of Victoria, on Thursday 27 May 2021 from 3.45pm to 4.45pm. Register online.

F–10 resources update
Primary school resources for the Health and Physical Education curriculum
We have published a series of learning modules to support teachers to plan, implement and assess the Health and Physical
Education (HPE) curriculum at Levels F–6.
There are four modules for teachers to work through at their own pace. Each module begins with an introduction to the topic,
followed by two or more video presentations and a resources page with links to readings and third-party resources. Some modules
have a non-compulsory quiz, where you can test your knowledge and understanding.
We encourage primary schools and HPE teachers to explore these targeted resources, either completing each module sequentially
or selecting those that are most appropriate to their professional learning needs.

New financial literacy resources for Levels 9 and 10
Two more sample activities are now available in our suite of resources for promoting financial literacy for secondary school students.
The sample activities are linked to Levels 9 and 10 of the Economics and Business curriculum, with the two new topics covering
government budgets and financial scams.
Download two accompanying documents for each topic: one document includes a comprehensive description of the activities,
including teacher instructions and relevant Victorian Curriculum links, and the other contains printable resources for students and
teachers.

Stay up-to-date
Subscribe to the F–10 Curriculum Update for news about the Victorian Curriculum F–10, including professional learning opportunities.
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Assessment
New NAPLAN Certificates of Achievement
NAPLAN Certificates of Achievement are being introduced for Year 9 students in 2021.
The certificates recognise Victoria’s Year 9 students who achieve a result in reading and/or numeracy that places them in the very
top band of NAPLAN, as well as those students who significantly improve on their Year 7 results.
The certificates will be awarded for two categories of achievement:
• Category one: the achievement of excellence through getting a result in the top band for reading or numeracy, or both.
• Category two: the achievement of outstanding learning growth through improvement by two or more bands between the
NAPLAN Year 7 and Year 9 tests for reading or numeracy, or both.
The new certificates celebrate those who achieve the highest level and those who excel by making exceptional progress, irrespective
of where they start.
The Certificates of Achievement will be jointly signed by the Minister for Education and VCAA CEO and their introduction aims to
motivate students to bring their best efforts to the NAPLAN assessments.

Digital Assessment Library update
We have released additional assessments in Mathematics, Science and Critical and Creative Thinking (CCT) on the Digital
Assessment Library (DAL).
• Mathematics: sub-strand assessments targeting Number and Place Value (Levels 2–8); Fractions and Decimals (Levels 2–6);
and Real Numbers (Levels 7–10)
• Science: focus assessments containing content drawn from a small but related number of content descriptions (Chemistry
focus, Levels 5–6 and Levels 7–8)
• CCT: achievement level assessments, covering content from across the curriculum (Levels 5–10).
Navigate to the DAL Catalogue via the help section on the DAL Platform for more information about these and other available
assessments on the DAL.
We will also deliver online sessions to provide more information on these new assessments, including guidance on administration
and reporting. Sessions will be held from Monday 24 May to Monday 31 May and each session will focus on one of the new
assessments. Registration details for these free, online sessions are available on the DAL platform home page.
We will progressively release new assessments on the DAL, as they become available. For more information about the DAL, including
new school registrations, contact the DAL Helpdesk.

VCAA Bulletin May 2021

7

Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum
Consultation for proposed 2023 VCE study designs
We invite interested teachers, students and stakeholders to participate in the following 2023 study design consultations:
• VCE Art, VCE Economics, VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society, and VCE Studio Arts conclude Monday 24 May
• VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) concludes Monday 14 June
• VCE Literature is from Monday 24 May to Monday 19 July
• VCE Texts and Traditions is from Monday 31 May to Monday 12 July.
To participate in consultation, review the relevant consultation documents including the proposed study design, summary of
proposed changes and study review plans, and respond to the online questionnaires. Consultation documents and study designs
are available on the relevant study pages:
• VCE Art
• VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society
• VCE Economics
• VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL)
• VCE Literature
• VCE Studio Arts
• VCE Texts and Traditions.

Evaluation of four VCE studies: Online monitoring questionnaires
Refer to Notice to Schools 55/2021.

2021 VCE School-based Assessment Audit
We have notified schools of the outcome of their Unit 3 School-based Assessment Audit. Audit outcomes are available on VASS
screen: School Program > VCE > School-based Assessment Audit.
For each study audited, we also provided schools with an Audit Report containing feedback on their audit submission. Schools can
download their Audit Report from VASS Downloads by searching the word ‘AUDIT’.
If a school has not yet met VCAA requirements for the audit, we may request further evidence. We included details about further
evidence in the Audit Report. Schools must submit further evidence via the form on the School-based Assessment Audit webpage.
The remaining key dates for the 2021 audit are:
• Friday 28 May: Unit 3 further evidence due (if applicable)
• Tuesday 20 July: Outcome of Unit 3 further evidence delivered
• Tuesday 20 July: Notification of studies being audited in Unit 4
• Friday 13 August: Unit 4 audit questionnaire responses due
• Tuesday 5 October: Outcome of Unit 4 audit questionnaire delivered
• Friday 22 October: Unit 4 further evidence due (if applicable)
• Tuesday 30 November: Outcome of Unit 4 further evidence delivered.
Find more information on the School-based Assessment Audit webpage or the VCE General Advice and Policy webpage, or contact
the School-based Assessment Audit team by email or phone: (03) 9059 5166.
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Advisory panel for 2022 prescribed list of dance works
We are now accepting applications for membership of the VCE Dance prescribed list advisory panel through the Sessional Staff
Management System. The panel will propose works for the 2022 list of prescribed works to be approved by the VCAA. Panel
members teaching Units 3 and 4 of the study may apply. The closing date for applications is Friday 28 May 2021.
For more information contact Margaret Arnold, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts.

Advisory panel for the 2022 playlist
We are now accepting applications for membership of the VCE Drama and Theatre Studies playlist advisory panel through the
Sessional Staff Management System. The panel of teachers, academics and industry representatives will propose plays for the 2022
playlist to be approved by the VCAA. It is expected that the bulk of the panel’s work will take place between June and October. Panel
members teaching Units 3 and 4 of the study may apply. The closing date for applications is Friday 28 May 2021.
For more information contact Margaret Arnold, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts.

2022 VCE Drama and Theatre Studies playlist applications
We will soon be receiving applications from theatre companies for inclusion on the 2022 VCE Drama and Theatre Studies playlist.
For submission details and requirements, contact Margaret Arnold, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts.

2021 VCE Drama and Theatre Studies playlist update
Refer to Notice to Schools 65/2021.

Assessment moderation webinars for VCE Visual Arts School-assessed Tasks
Refer to Notice to Schools 53/2021.

VCE Second Languages – frequently asked questions
Refer to Notice to Schools 58/2021.

New VCE Mathematics School-assessed Coursework professional learning videos
Refer to Notice to Schools 60/2021.

VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) study design consultation
Refer to Notice to Schools 67/2021.

VicTESOL webinar: VCE English/English as an Additional Language (EAL) proposed
study design
Refer to Notice to Schools 68/2021.
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Assessment
2021 General Achievement Test (GAT) Special Examination Arrangements
Refer to Notice to Schools 66/2021.

2021 VCE Examinations
We have published the 2021 VCE Theatre Studies monologue examination and VCE Drama solo performance examination on our
website. Refer to Notice to School 46/2021.

2021 VCE Performance and Languages oral examination and Extended Investigation
oral presentation scheduling
Refer to Notice to Schools 56/2021.

VCE VET Equine studies
Updated examination specifications for VCE VET Equine Studies are now available.
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Vocational Education and Training

Eligibility reports for VET students
It is important that schools run VCE and VCAL eligibility reports following the completion of their VET enrolments. Schools should
promptly identify students at risk of not meeting the VCE or VCAL requirements while there is still the opportunity to plan for additional
VET to be undertaken over the remainder of the year. This is particularly relevant for students who had a disrupted year in 2020.

VET students in 2020
Some students undertaking VET in 2020 were unable to complete planned units. This resulted in an overall reduction of VCE VET
unit credit for both VCE and VCAL students by approximately 10 per cent. Many of these students will have caught up on some of
the training either through additional classes late in 2020 or through additional training being scheduled in 2021.
We would like to hear from schools about how they have overcome these challenges in 2020, and if there are still issues with
students being unable to complete the VCE or VCAL due to incomplete VET units.
Email the VET Unit with ‘VET students in 2020’ in the subject line.

2021 Victorian Training Awards – Victorian School-based Apprentice or Trainee of
the Year
We invite schools to consider nominations for the 2021 Victorian Training Awards.
The Victorian School-based Apprentice or Trainee of the Year Award is presented to a student who is undertaking a Certificate II or
above qualification as a part-time Victorian school-based apprentice or trainee. The award recognises the student’s commitment to
their formal studies at school, and in the workplace.
The winner of this award will receive $5000 in prize money.
Nominations close midnight on Friday 4 June 2021. Information to help you with your nomination can be downloaded from the
Victorian Training Awards webpage.

School-based Apprenticeships or Traineeship (SBAT) approval form
We have developed an editable PDF form for SBAT access on VASS to speed up the approval process. This form is downloadable
from VASS. Schools familiar with the SBAT approval process, including the requirement to sign the training plan for SBATs, may save
time by submitting the form through VASS, rather than sending the training plan to the VCAA. Although we are implementing this
process, we will still accept training plans as evidence of the SBAT arrangement.
Submit training plans to the VET Unit.

New VCE or VCAL rail industry pathway
The new Certificate II in Heavy and Light Rail Fundamentals (Pre-vocational) provides secondary students with basic knowledge
and a realistic preview of the heavy (train) and light (tram) rail industry in Victoria. Students are taught in a combination of structured
learning, self-directed learning and hands-on training in a simulated work environment so they can make an informed choice about
future employment in this industry
Applications for the 2022 program are now open.
If your school has students who may be interested in the course, email an expression of interest to the Rail Academy. Download the
Rail Academy information brochure for more information.

Revisions to VCE VET programs for 2022
Two VET certificates under review for 2022:
• Business and ICT reference groups have been established and will meet in the first two weeks of May.
• The Creative Arts and Culture Training Package has been released with new versions of Creative and Digital Media, Dance
and Music being released. Expressions of interest for these reference groups will be in the next edition of the VCAA Bulletin.
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VCE VET Creative and Digital Media
The 2021 approved software programs for VCE VET Creative and Digital Media are now available.

Professional development

Professional development: newly appointed VASS users
Refer to Notice to Schools 61/2021.

Bulletin board

VET in Government schools
Register your interest for the Industry Engagement Conference on Thursday 15 July and Friday 16 July 2021.
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