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New early childhood resources
Early childhood professionals are always on the lookout for
new resources and information to help develop children into
lifelong learners. If this sounds like you, you will be interested
to know about the following three new resources on our Fact
sheets for educators webpage:
• The challenges and opportunities of digital technologies
for very young children
• ‘But do they do anything?’ Documentation and infant pedagogy
• Facilitating children’s agency.
These fact sheets are based on our recent and very popular
Early Years Twilight Webinars and will help you to think about
and engage more deeply with the ideas discussed during the
live sessions.
You can now also watch a series of six video vignettes from the
March Twilight Webinar – ‘The challenges and opportunities of
digital technologies for very young children’ – on our Early Years
professional learning webpage.

Facilitating children’s agency
This fact sheet is for educators who wish to deepen their understanding of the term ‘agency’ within
their early childhood care and education setting, and how these concepts and ideas might be
applied to pedagogical practices
Children’s agency needs to be understood as a complex and contextual concept. The educator’s
role in children’s agency is integral and when educators understand agency deeply, their practice
can enable children to flourish. Scott’s (2019) research into educator understanding of children’s
agency found that for children to enact agency in early childhood education and care settings,
there were some essential aspects and conditions that need to be facilitated by educators through
their practice.

The challenges and opportunities of
digital technologies for very young
children
What do we mean by ‘digital technologies for very young children’?
Digital technologies include a range of tools or devices, such as digital cameras, recorders,
projectors, smart watches or smart toys. For very young children, devices such as tablets or smart
phones that can be swiped or touched are easy to use as engagement with these devices is not
dependent on highly developed fine motor skills.

Top tips for facilitating children’s agency in early childhood education and care
settings
The first important point to highlight is that agency is contextual; the right conditions are required
for children to enact agency and the educator plays a vital role in this.

Research evidence on digital technologies and very young children
Research into the opportunities and challenges in using digital technologies with young children
identifies a range of findings, as the list below highlights.

Know your children, families and communities through developing strong relationships; every
child’s agency will look different. Be aware of how much freedom and power you can share with
children based on their disposition, their abilities, their interests.

•

Engage in intentional interactions that are underpinned by a commitment to facilitating children’s
agency. Having the courage to say ‘yes’ to children’s ideas, even if they sit outside your comfort
zone, can be an integral aspect for children’s agency enactment.

•

•

•

Allow mess, and challenge yourself to sit with uncertainty. Work on accepting how if you truly
foreground children’s agency, you will be taken in directions you may not have thought of and will
not have planned for!

•

Ensure children have opportunities to show initiative and are able to pursue outcomes that are
valuable and meaningful to them. Asking a child to choose from a pre-determined set of options
results in the child engaging in a ‘responsive action’ not an enactment of agency.

•

Be aware of what is meaningful for the child. It may not be immediately obvious but there is
always a motivation behind children’s actions. Can you engage with that motivation and help the
child explore and own it?
Share power with children, seek their input, listen deeply and always follow through.
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•

While the research focus has been on three- to five-year-olds, there is increasing interest in
researching digital technologies with children under three years of age.
Digital technology in early childhood education and care (ECEC) is a relatively new field of
research, and the technology is sometimes ahead of the research.
Young children often use digital devices at home with an adult or an older child. These contexts
provide new ways of socially interacting and connecting with others.
Digital technologies influence the way children learn, what they learn (new knowledge,
understanding and skills) and how educators teach and learn with them.
There is some evidence that families are divided in their attitudes to digital technologies and to
providing devices for their young children. Parents engage in different roles with digital
technologies, including acting as gatekeepers, supervisors, mediators or co-constructors of
learning.
Data reveal the dramatic increase in access to and use of digital technologies from 2011 to
2017. In Australia, 97 per cent of households with children reported having access to the
internet through computers, mobile phones and tablets (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2018).
While many Australian families have access to and use digital technologies, the lockdowns
brought about by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic highlighted the digital divide in some
communities. For example, some families possess mobile phones, but they do not have access
to a computer with reliable internet access.
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‘But do they do anything?’
Documentation and infant pedagogy
Infant pedagogy and documentation are central to quality early childhood education in the earliest
years. It is important that teachers and educators draw on both sound understandings of baby
development and best-practice pedagogy to observe, analyse and plan for young children’s
learning.

Developmental knowledge – a snapshot
• Babies have excellent perceptual skills and an infant’s gaze follows and tracks objects of
interest within their surroundings.
• ‘Serve and return’ interactions, where infants and adults take turns making different verbal,
physical and facial expressions, help develop neural pathways that enable learning.
• Babies come to understand the intentions of others and associate repeated actions and
patterns with consequences, including within established interactions and routines.
• Babies can communicate their own intentions, reflecting desired outcomes in their minds, and
they can direct their communications towards another mind, for example lifting arms to be
picked up.
• Babies display their knowledge of responses of others by purposely acting to elicit those
responses, and they can display overt and active expressions of positive and negative
emotions that draw attention and/or enable connection.
A steady ‘rhythm of the day’ that is predictable and consistent, yet flexible as needed, fits very
well with babies’ developmental capacities. New routines may become unique to the setting if
the differences do not have a negative impact on the babies.
• When we have sound understandings of babies’ development, we can better pinpoint:
- what aspect of learning we might be noticing in observations
- the language we can use to explain it
- what babies might be ready to learn next, though this will also depend on context and
individual differences.
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The session with Dr Anne Kennedy explores how to thoughtfully
and purposefully use technology in the learning environment
for children from birth to three years.
For prep teachers, there’s also the first in a series of eight fact
sheets about the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development
Framework (VEYLDF) practice principles for children’s learning
and development. The first fact sheet looks at the practice
principle, High expectations for every child. Like the fact sheets
to come, it will assist you to align your professional practice with
the VEYLDF practice principles, so you can be confident that
you are responding to what research tells us about how young
children learn best.
We hope you will find these videos and fact sheets helpful to
your practice and you are inspired to share and discuss them
with families and your colleagues.
For more information about webinars and professional learning
resources, subscribe to the Early Years Alert.

High expectations for every child
Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
Practice Principles for Children’s Learning and Development
The Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
(VEYLDF) provides a comprehensive way of thinking and working with
young children that supports their continuity of learning as they move
through the various settings from home and early learning services to
school. The VEYLDF identifies eight Practice Principles that illustrate
the most effective ways for teachers to support children’s learning and
development.
The eight interrelated Practice Principles are:
•
•
•
•

Reflective practice
Partnerships with families
High expectations for every child
Respectful relationships and responsive engagement

•

Equity and diversity

•

Assessment for learning and development

•
•

Integrated teaching and learning approaches
Partnerships with professionals (VEYLDF 2016, p. 7).

When Prep teachers align their professional practice with the VEYLDF Practice Principles, they
can be confident they:
•

are working in ways that respond to what research tells us about how young children best
learn

•

are best placed to build trusting and collaborative relationships with families and other
professionals.
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Early Years fact sheets for educators
and prep teachers are available on the
VCAA website
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Message from our CEO
Senior Secondary Certificate Reform
Victoria is transforming the delivery of senior secondary education.
In 2023, the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) will be replaced by a new
vocational specialisation stream within the VCE. A new foundation pathways certificate will also
be introduced to replace Foundation VCAL.
We recognise that students are beginning to make decisions about their senior secondary
pathways. In 2022 there are no changes to VCAL. Students can enrol in a Foundation, Intermediate
or Senior VCAL Certificate or they can enrol in the VCE.
From 2023, students will transition with credit from VCAL into the VCE Vocational Specialisation, or into the foundation pathways certificate.
We will support schools through these changes and provide guidance to help schools keep their students and communities informed.
I’d like to thank those who have been involved in our Senior Secondary Certificate Reform consultation sessions. Your input has been
generous and constructive. We are committed to reflecting on and addressing feedback in the drafting process and throughout the
roll-out, so please continue to engage with us at every opportunity. We will provide details of our next round of consultation shortly.

General Achievement Test rescheduled
This week I advised school principals that the 2021 General Achievement Test (GAT) will now be held on Thursday 29 July. I thank
schools, educators and students for your patience and understanding over the last weeks.
We worked closely with the Department of Education and Training, the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent
Schools Victoria in selecting the revised date. We also consulted with a number of principals and stakeholders across the sectors to
make sure the revised date provides schools with the time they need to plan for administering the test.
We are conscious that the rescheduled date falls in the school holiday period for a number of our offshore students. We are making
direct contact with the small number of schools involved.
I also recognise that the new date will inevitably clash with some individual student and school plans. While this is unavoidable, I
thank you for your understanding.
The GAT was rescheduled to support schools and non-school senior secondary providers to focus on returning to onsite learning
and completing school-based assessments. Thank you for your efforts in continuing to deliver school-based assessment through
this period.

VCE examination timetable
We are also pleased to have released the 2021 VCE examination timetable, with the first examination, the Extended Investigation
Critical Thinking Test, scheduled to be held on Wednesday 28 July.
I wish all VCE students and their teachers and families the very best in preparing for this year’s exams.

Stephen Gniel
Chief Executive Officer
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Excellence and awards

The Plain English Speaking Award 2021
This year’s Plain English Speaking Award (PESA) state heats have concluded after a highly successful competition. Nineteen heats
took place across the state, giving students aged 15–18 years the opportunity to share their words and ideas in front of their peers,
teachers and a panel of adjudicators. Twenty-four students will now progress to the PESA 2021 semifinals.
PESA is an annual public speaking competition in which students deliver two speeches: the first is a prepared speech on a topic the
student is passionate about and the second is an impromptu speech on a surprise topic.
This year, Katherine Horseman, a PESA alumna and State Finalist in 2000, joined the competition as an adjudicator.
‘I’ve really enjoyed being a first-time PESA adjudicator. The range of topics and ideas presented by the participating students has
been so thought provoking and engaging. The standard has been incredibly high and it’s been a privilege to listen to so many
articulate and confident young people,’ said Katherine.
‘On a personal note, it’s been lovely to see that a competition that I was part of 20 years ago is still going strong today. After a year
where so many things were cancelled or postponed, there’s something very reassuring about seeing the competition continue
through adversity.’
The PESA 2021 semifinals will take place on Thursday 25 and Friday 26 June. Six competitors from the semifinals will go through to
the State Final on Friday 23 July at the Wheeler Centre.
For more information, please email Festival and Events.

Nominations open for the 2021 VCE Leadership Awards
Do you know a VCE student who shows initiative, inspires others, is a team player and wants to make a difference in their community?
Then you should nominate them for the 2021 VCE Leadership Awards.
The awards recognise VCE students who demonstrate exemplary leadership in activities associated with the arts, sport, debating
and public speaking. They may be campaigners for social issues or be involved in fundraising. Last year’s finalists included advocates
for human welfare, student wellbeing, LGBTIQ+ inclusion, reconciliation and sustainability.
VCE coordinators, teachers and students can nominate up to two candidates from their school.
Download a nomination form from the VCE Leadership Awards webpage and submit it by Friday 23 July.

Sophie-Kate Shaw, Terang College accepting a VCE Leadership Award in 2019
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Early Years

Upcoming webinar
You are invited to our next Early Years Twilight Webinar – The role of the educational leader in supporting equity and diversity in
practice – on Tuesday 22 June at 5.30pm.
The session will be with Rhonda Livingstone, National Educational Leader, Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority
(ACECQA). Drawing on the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF), Rhonda will discuss how to
support children to develop a sense of place and connection, and how to promote their sense of identity through exploring equity
and diversity.

Foundation−10

Curriculum
New resources
Digital Technologies Curriculum posters
Five new curriculum posters are available to support teachers to understand the Digital Technologies curriculum. Each poster uses
clear text and simple infographics to visually represent all the strands and content descriptions in a particular curriculum band.
Please download, print and display these posters in your classrooms and school staffrooms.

Digital Technologies Curriculum – Levels 7 and 8
Content descriptions
Digital Systems
Network
security

Investigate how
data is transmitted
and secured

Tablet

Data and Information
Router

ASCII

Web server

Investigate how
digital systems
represent text,
image and sound
data

Ways of thinking at Levels 7 and 8
Computational thinking
Decomposition

Pattern
recognition

Design thinking

Abstraction

Algorithms

Acquire data from a
range of sources

Analyse and
visualise data

• Generating designs
• Analysing and evaluating
designs against criteria

Systems thinking

Manage, create
and communicate
interactive ideas
and information

Creating Digital Solutions
Colours

On/Off

Sound

Datasets

Evaluate

Search

Sources

Analyse
data

Filter
data

Structured
Query
Language
(SQL)

Visualise
data

Collaborate

Files

Manage project

Protocols

Interactions and interrelationships
between components, devices
and people

Define and
decompose
problems

Design the user
experience
of a digital system

Design algorithms

Develop and
modify programs
using a generalpurpose
programming
language

Evaluate how
student-developed
solutions and
information systems
meet needs

Constraints

Decompose
problems

Functional
requirements

Sustainability

Alternative
designs

Design
tools

Evaluation

User
experience
(UX)

Desk
checking

Flowchart

Identify
errors

Structured
English

Branching

Develop
programs

General-purpose
programming

Iterations

Evaluate
solution

Future
risks

Innovation

Meeting
needs

Find more information online at vcaa.vic.edu.au
or email us at vcaa@education.vic.gov.au

More teaching resources for Ethical Capability F–6
We have published two annotated lists of resources that can be used when designing teaching and learning activities for F–6 Ethical
Capability.
The resources range from online philosophy games to music videos and podcasts, and include recent episodes of ‘Bluey’ and
classic texts such as The Giving Tree. They can be used as stimulus for discussion or as models for making decisions or reasoning
in response to ethical problems. Each is aligned to one or more Ethical Capability content description.

Professional learning
Past professional learning webinars
Recordings of past professional learning webinars are available on the F–10 past professional learning materials webpage.
The webinars include the ‘Introducing the Victorian Curriculum F–10’ series, ‘Linking the Design Technologies curriculum to the
Royal Melbourne Show exhibits’, ‘Frequently asked questions about the F–10 Mathematics curriculum’ and ‘Using the VCAA Online
F–10 Language Assessments’.
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Assessment
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy Program (NAPLAN) 2021
Thank you
We thank everyone involved in the administration of NAPLAN 2021. In particular, we thank the 800 Victorian schools that participated
in the online tests and the principals who kindly welcomed our test observers to monitor the testing conditions and administrative
procedures.

NAPLAN Online transition
Schools transitioning to NAPLAN Online for the first time in 2022 must complete school readiness activities. The following activities
are planned for the remainder of the 2021 school year:
• Nomination of authorised staff and NAPLAN coordinators (June)
• Completing a technical readiness check
• Online/webinar school readiness training (July–August)
• Conducting school readiness testing.
For more information, go to the NAPLAN webpage.

NAPLAN helpdesk
Principals and NAPLAN coordinators are welcome to email the NAPLAN helpdesk or call 1800 648 637 for assistance.

Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum
VCE First Languages study designs implementation
You are invited to attend a webinar about the implementation of the following newly accredited VCE First Languages study
designs (2022–2026):
• Chinese First Language
• Indonesian First Language
• Japanese First Language
• Korean First Language
• Vietnamese First Language.
The webinar will be held on Wednesday 21 July at 3.45pm. Please register via the VCE professional learning webpage.
To prepare for the webinar, you will be able to watch a video via each of the applicable study webpages from Wednesday 16 June.
After watching the video, please submit questions for the webinar presenters to answer during the live session.
For enquiries, please email Catherine Bryant, Languages Program Manager or call (03) 9059 5117.
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Consultation for draft revised VCE study designs
Refer to Notice to Schools 69/2021.

Apply to be a member of the 2021 VCE English and English as an Additional
Language (EAL) Expert Reference for Text Selection Group
Refer to Notice to Schools 73/2021.

VCE Theatre Studies examination specifications
Refer to Notice to Schools 74/2021.

Draft revised VCE Literature study design webinar and videos
Refer to Notice to Schools 78/2021.

VCE Drama Unit 3 Playlist
Refer to Notice to Schools 79/2021.

Assessment
Changes to coursework and assessment submission dates
The final day to submit VCE Unit 3 School-assessed Task scores has been extended by two weeks to Friday 25 June (end of Term 2),
affecting the following studies:
• Algorithmics (HESS) – School-assessed Task 1
• Art – Criteria 1–5
• Applied Computing: Data Analytics – Criteria 1–5
• Applied Computing: Software Development – Criteria 1–5
• Media – Criteria 1–4
• Product Design and Technology – Criteria 1–3
• Studio Arts – Criteria 1–5
• Systems Engineering – Criteria 1–3
• Visual Communication Design – Criteria 1–3.
The last day to submit Indicative Grades for the Extended Investigation Critical Thinking Test, previously due on Wednesday 16 June,
has also been extended to Friday 25 June.
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General Achievement Test
The 2021 General Achievement Test will be held 10am–1.15pm on Thursday 29 July.

Specific arrangements, including supervisors
At the beginning of Term 3, we will provide specific advice on the health and safety requirements for conducting the GAT, in line with
the health advice at that time.
To support schools to deliver the GAT, and consistent with the arrangements in 2020, school can source additional assistant
supervisors from an extended list of personnel, including:
• educational support staff
• casual relief teachers
• university students
• early childhood learning personnel
• primary school personnel.
Schools must make sure an assistant supervisor does not have a close personal association with any student completing one or
more VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequences.
For the administration of the GAT only, and where all other reasonable alternatives have been exhausted, the school must contact
Examination Planning and Logistics for approval of any teacher as an assistant supervisor. To be approved, a teacher must not:
• be involved in the teaching or delivery of any VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequences
• have a close personal association with any student completing one or more VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequences.
Under no circumstances may a teacher of VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequences be used as an assistant supervisor.
Schools must make sure:
• any newly appointed supervisors are trained jointly by school personnel responsible for the administration of the GAT and their
Chief Supervior
• they keep a record of staff used as assistant supervisors and notify Examination Planning and Logistics of any changes to
supervisor arrangements
• staff complete the Supervisor Relationships Statutory Declaration and Conditions of Appointment (crossing out point 5
if they are full- or part-time school employees).
We will fund all approved use of an external examination centre and supervision for all non-full- or part-time school employees.

Release of the VCE examination timetable
The 2021 VCE examination timetable is now available. It has been developed using 2021 VCE and scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 enrolments
and addresses the following key priorities:
• minimise the number of students required to sit more than two examinations on any one day
• minimise the number of clashes where students have two examinations in the same session
• avoid scheduling another examination on the same day as English and English as an Additional Language (EAL)
• accommodate the marking and processing requirements of each of the VCE and VCE VET written examinations, providing
enough time for students to receive their final VCE results by mid-December 2021.
The dates and times for 2021 VCE written examinations will now display in VASS, but please note that Student Examination/Assessment
Timetables for the 2021 VCE written examination period are not yet finalised. This information will be available in VASS in the week beginning
Monday 6 September.
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Senior Secondary Certificate Reform

Course selection in 2022
To help schools provide students with sound course counselling for 2022, we will soon provide new information about course
selection and transition arrangements directly to schools. For now, it is important to recognise that next year there will be no changes
to the existing certificates. Students can still enrol in a Foundation, Intermediate or Senior VCAL or they can enrol in the VCE.
In 2023, all senior secondary students will be enrolled in the VCE, the VCE Vocational Specialisation, or the foundation pathways
certificate. Students who have started their Intermediate VCAL will transition with credit into the VCE Vocational Specialisation
in 2023. Students who have partially completed Foundation VCAL will transition with credit into the foundation pathways certificate.
In 2023, Year 12 students can complete Senior VCAL units as part of a transition of the certificate. Students will need to meet the
satisfactory requirements of the VCE Vocational Specialisation stream, which will include two units of Senior Literacy or VCE English.
Upon completion of the satisfactory requirements, students will be awarded the VCE Vocational Specialisation. This is a one-off
arrangement that will apply to students completing in 2023 only.
Commencing Year 11 students in 2023 will enrol in the new curriculum units within the VCE Vocational Specialisation. We are mindful
of the level of change and the workload the new courses will have on teachers and schools. We are working on strategies to support
teachers and schools throughout the transition.
The following diagram sets out the phased enrolment options for senior secondary students.

To find out more, go to the Victorian Senior Secondary Certificate Reform webpage.
For enquiries, please email Senior Secondary Certificate Reform.

New certificates – have your say
With the Department of Education and Training, we will release the draft designs for the new certificates: the VCE Vocational
Specialisation and the foundation pathways certificate. The certificate designs will be open for public consultation on Engage
Victoria. We’ll present the designs with a discussion paper outlining the draft purpose and principles that underpin the new senior
secondary certificates.
This will be an opportunity for students, schools, training providers, employers, peak bodies and the wider education community to
provide feedback that will inform the final certificate designs. We will provide more information, including a link to the Engage Victoria
consultation page, in Term 3.
We have listened to a broad range of schools and providers from all sectors during the initial phase of consultation. The consultation
sessions allowed us to test key design elements and delivery risks to make sure the certificates meet the Firth Review objectives.
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in this process so far.
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Vocational Education and Training

VET students in 2020
Some students undertaking VET in 2020 were unable to complete planned units. This reduced the overall VCE VET unit credit for
both VCE and VCAL students by approximately 10 per cent. Many of these students will have caught up on some of the training,
either through additional classes late in 2020 or through additional training scheduled in 2021.
We would like to hear from schools about how they have overcome these challenges in 2020, and if there are still issues with
students being unable to complete the VCE or VCAL due to incomplete VET units.
Please email the VET Unit with ‘VET students in 2020’ in the subject line.

VCE VET programs for 2020
The following VCE VET programs will be subject to change from 2022:
• Automotive (see next entry)

• Dance

• Building and Construction

• Creative and Digital Media

• Business

• Music

• Information and Communications Technology

• Civil Infrastructure

• Animal Studies

• Applied Language

• Electrical Industry

• Conservation and Land Management.

• Integrated Technologies
Please refer to the VCAA Bulletin for ongoing updates.
We also advise adding the following note in any VET promotional handbooks that mention these programs: ‘THIS PROGRAM IS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE FOR 2022’.

VCE VET Automotive
AUR20720 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation was released on the Australian Government training website
on 12 November 2020. This course replaces, and is equivalent to, AUR20716 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation.
The VCAA Board has approved the program for delivery from 2022.
There can be no new enrolments in the AUR20716 after the 18-month transition timeline (May 2022).
All units of competency in the revised course AUR20720 are equivalent to the units within the existing course AUR20716.
VCE students continuing into a second year of the course in 2022 must complete their training in AUR20720. AUR20716 and
AUR20720 will be included in a single certificate, enabling second year VCE students to achieve VCE VET Units 3 and 4.
All new VCE and VCAL students will commence training from AUR20720 in 2022.

Seeking reference group members
We would like to hear from experienced teachers and trainers interested in being a member of a VCAA reference group for the
redevelopment of the following VCE VET programs:
• Creative and Digital Media
• Dance
• Electrical Industry
• Music Industry and Sound Production.
There are no changes to these programs for 2021.
Reference group meetings are planned for beginning of July, however they are subject to the publication of purchasing guides.
Please register online.
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Administrative advice

Last day for Unit 3 School-assessed Task (SAT) scores
Refer to Notice to Schools 72/2021.

Last day for indicative grades for the Extended Investigation Critical Thinking Test
Refer to Notice to Schools 76/2021.

Examination centre arrangements for 2021 VCE written examinations
Refer to Notice to Schools 77/2021.
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