VCAA Bulletin

Official publication for Early Years, F–10, VCE, VCAL and VET
No. 74 | November 2021 | ISSN 1448-2371

Connor from Brauer Secondary College interviews Nuriyah Haque, Victorian State Director at the Oaktree Foundation in a student-led resource video about Active civic participation

Building Civics and Citizenship capacity
Your response to our Civics and Citizenship Professional
Learning Program, recently conducted in collaboration with
Monash University, has been overwhelmingly positive. In less
than two days after registrations opened earlier this year, we
had filled the 100 available places and received 100 more
expressions of interest from teachers to join the waiting list.
Many of the applicants had never undertaken civics and
citizenship professional learning before and a third were from
groups rarely able to access this type of professional learning –
primary schools and regional settings. Leveraging off Monash
University’s professional learning platform, the course combined
eight self-guided learning modules with live weekly digital dropins. The summative assessment piece, a civics and citizenship
learning and teaching plan, gave the participants something to
take back and use in their schools.
The eight learning modules included the Civics and Citizenship
content knowledge strands – Government and Democracy,
Law and Citizens, and Citizenship, Diversity and Identity – and
more pedagogical modules, including on active citizenship and
teaching current events and issues.
One of the modules also looked at student voice and agency,
offering the opportunity to introduce the classroom resources
we recently developed with students and the Victorian Student
Representative Council (VicSRC). Aligned to the Victorian
Curriculum, the student-led videos, classroom materials and

teacher guide put student voice at the centre of civics and
citizenship education. As Rumaan Baryalai, a member of the
VicSRC Executive Advisory Committee and one of the resource
developers, says ‘Young people’s understanding and passion for
civics and citizenship is critical to the future of our communities.’
The feedback from course participants has also been positive.
Greater Shepparton Secondary College commented, ‘We have
a rich First Nations and multicultural student body, and are
committed to offering these students a voice in our community.
This professional learning will provide our team with the tools
and resources to support this.’
For Caroline and Anne, who teach at Kalianna School in Bendigo,
building their capacity to plan and develop differentiated learning
for their 19 students was part of the course’s appeal. ‘Embedding
understanding through linking students to self, community,
national and global perspectives is essential to guiding their path
to active and informed citizenship,’ they agreed.
In 2022 we will release a series of videos for teachers based on
the course content. Please check our Notices to Schools and
the Bulletin for the alert.
We are proud to have led this professional learning program and
to have developed the accompanying student-led resources.
Thanks to Monash University, VicSRC and the participating
teachers and students for your contribution and interest.
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Message from the CEO
We have made it to the final Bulletin for 2021. While the year is certainly not over, it is wonderful
to bring you this edition in a more positive time for our state, as vaccination rates continue to rise
and the doors to our community open again.

Accreditation of study designs and curriculum
This week the VCAA Board endorsed the draft study designs and curriculum for the VCE
Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate. The drafts will now be submitted to the
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority for accreditation. A total of eight study designs
were developed, covering literacy, numeracy, personal development skills and work-related skills.
This was a culmination of effort from our education community and has resulted in a set of innovative and contemporary curriculum
for students undertaking a vocational pathway in secondary school from 2023.

Thanks to teachers
Recently we celebrated World Teacher’s Day in thanks of the contribution of Australia’s educators. I know many parents, carers and
students in Victoria would join me in saying that you have deserved every day of this year to be a celebration of your dedication and
commitment to the future of our young people.
Amid the challenges and frustrations, you have continued to support our learners with perseverance, humour and good spirit,
demonstrating that the future of Victoria’s education is indeed bright.
I would like to especially thank you for your support of the VCAA in 2021, whether that’s been through giving feedback on the Senior
Secondary Certificate Reform and the Victorian Curriculum F–10, participating in our webinars and consultation sessions, or signing
up to help us with examination development and assessment. Without your ideas, input and time, we would not be able to deliver
and continuously improve curriculum and assessment for Victoria’s students.

Congratulations to students
I would also like to congratulate and praise our students for making it through another challenging year. You have continued to teach
us how to stay positive, help each other and remain focused in hard times. I hope you are enjoying seeing each other and your
teachers again at school.
To our Year 12 students currently completing your final year exams, I am especially grateful for the feedback you gave to make sure
the Consideration of Educational Disadvantage provides the fairest possible results to support the next steps in your journey. We
have enjoyed bringing you our student information pages and peer videos, and hope that you have found it to be useful.
Wishing everyone success and happiness in 2022. Please enjoy time with your friends and family and use this edition of the Bulletin
to think ahead to the professional learning opportunities we have in store in the New Year.

Stephen Gniel
Chief Executive Officer
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Excellence and awards

Apply for the Margaret Schofield Memorial Scholarships
The Margaret Schofield Memorial Scholarships are open to students who have completed VCE Music Performance, Music
Investigation or Style and Composition, or VCE VET Music, at a government secondary school.
The scholarship program was established in 2006 by the family of the late Margaret Schofield.
Apply by Sunday 12 December.

VCE Season of Excellence 2022 panel members required for Top Class concerts
Refer to Notice to Schools 163/2021.

VCAL Achievement Awards applications closing soon
Nominations for the VCAL Achievement Awards for the class of 2021 close on Friday 19 November.
The awards celebrate outstanding achievements of young people who participate in and complete a VCAL qualification. They also
recognise the exceptional efforts of committed teachers and community partners who have played significant roles within the
VCAL program.
Rosemarie Slattery, Narre Warren South P–12 College, received last year’s Student Achievement Award, Senior Outstanding
Achievement.
‘VCAL has been the best pathway option for me,’ she said during her awards ceremony speech.
‘Without the VCAL program I wouldn’t have gained the skills and experiences I have now. I have had many pathways open up for
me, so that I can have success not only at school, but in the future as well.’

Recipients of VCAL Achievement Awards at this year’s ceremony.
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Foundation−10

Curriculum
Financial literacy posters: Australian notes and coins
Depicting images of Australian notes and coins, these posters are designed to familiarise students with the key visual features of
Australian currency and to enhance the teaching of the following aspects of the Victorian Curriculum:
• Mathematics: Money and financial mathematics (Levels A–D and F–6)
• Economics and Business: Consumer and financial literacy (Levels 5–10).

F–6 Science resources to support the understanding of forces and motion
How do we stop and start? How do forces affect our everyday lives? How do the planets go around our Sun?
Three new F–6 Science resources, which feature hands-on learning activities, can be used in classrooms to help students explore
and learn about:
• the relationships between pushes and pulls and changes in motion, such as starting and stopping (Levels F–2)
• common physical phenomena that we experience every day, such as pushing, rubbing, sticking and pulling (Levels 3–4)
• changes in the direction of motion that occur when we turn or move in a circle (Levels 5–6).

Curriculum planning
Curriculum leaders are reminded that we have a dedicated curriculum planning website, with information and resources to help
teachers plan their teaching and learning programs based on the Victorian Curriculum F–10.

Bushfire Education
The Bushfire Education website offers a series of lesson plans under the themes of learning about, preparing for, responding to
and recovering from bushfires, with the aim of better preparing all young Australians for the challenges of living in a country that
regularly experiences bushfires. Each lesson plan has a specific learning intention and links to the relevant curriculum areas and
additional resources.

Stay up to date
For advice about implementing the F–10 curriculum in Victoria, including developments and resources, subscribe to the F–10 Update.

AUSTRALIAN BANK COINS

AUSTRALIAN MONEY VALUES

AUSTRALIAN BANKNOTES

Getting to know our currency

Getting to know our currency

Getting to know our currency

The Reserve Bank of Australia produces the Australian banknotes that we can use in Australia for purchases. The banknotes all
include unique features such as holograms and rolling colour effects that you can see when you move and tilt the notes in the
light. What other details can you see in the banknotes?

5c

Coin: 5c
Cent value: 5 cents
Features: The echidna is an
Australian monotreme
(egg-laying mammal)

50c

10c

20c

Coin: 10c
Cent value: 10 cents
Features: The lyrebird is a
ground-dwelling Australian
bird with the amazing ability
to mimic sounds from its
environment

$1

Coin: 20c
Cent value: 20 cents
Features: The platypus is a
semiaquatic monotreme
(egg-laying mammal) unique
to Australia

These are some different ways that you can represent $2. Can you think of some other combinations
of coins to make the value equal $2?

$2

$5

$2

$2

$10
Cent value: 200 cents

Cent value: 200 cents

Cent value: 200 cents

$2
$20

$2
Cent value: 200 cents

$50

$2
Coin: 50c
Cent value: 50 cents
Features: The Commonwealth
Coat of Arms features a
kangaroo, an emu and a shield
showing symbols of the
Australian states

Coin: $1
Cent value: 100 cents
Features: Kangaroos are the
world’s largest marsupial

Coin: $2
Cent value: 200 cents
Features: The image
represents an archetype of an
Aboriginal tribal elder

Cent value: 200 cents

Images of Australian coins reproduced by permission, © the Royal Australian Mint.
Designers: Stuart Devlin and ($2) Bertram Ainslie Roberts/Horst Hahne.

VCAA Bulletin November 2021

$100

Images of Australian banknotes reproduced © RBA, subject to conditions. Designers:
Bruce Stewart (1992, 1996); Max Robinson (1993); Gary Emery (1994); Brian
Sadgrove (1995) and emerystudio (2016–2020).

Images of Australian coins reproduced by permission, © the Royal Australian Mint.
Designers: Stuart Devlin and ($2) Bertram Ainslie Roberts/Horst Hahne.
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Victorian Certificate of Education

Curriculum
2022 VCE Briefings: On-demand videos and live webinars
We are offering an online professional development program for members of VCE leadership teams during Term 1, 2022.
The purpose of this professional development program is to provide VCE school leaders, particularly new VCE coordinators, with
an overview of current VCE matters and the opportunity to increase knowledge and skills that can be shared with their VCE
teaching teams.
For 2022 the structure of this professional learning program will be a series of on-demand videos for VCE school leaders, covering
information, skills and resources for leading and implementing the VCE in their schools.
Our live webinars will provide additional support for VCE school leaders and answer your follow-up questions to the on-demand videos.
Register for a live session now:
• Session 1 for experienced VCE coordinators – Wednesday 23 February 2022, 3.45–5.15pm
• Session 2 for new VCE coordinators – Thursday 24 February 2022, 3.45–5:15pm
The content covered in both live webinars will be similar but will be targeted for the intended audience.
We invite VCE school leaders to provide feedback on areas you would like us to cover in our professional development program. To
provide feedback, please complete this short questionnaire by Friday 3 December.
For more information, please email the VCE Curriculum Unit or call (03) 9059 5134.

2021 VCE School-assessed Tasks professional learning program
Professional learning for the following VCE studies with School-assessed Tasks will be provided during Terms 1 and 2, 2022:
• Algorithmics (HESS)

• Product Design and Technology

• Art

• Studio Arts

• Applied Computing: Data Analytics

• Systems Engineering

• Applied Computing: Software Development

• Visual Communication Design.

• Media
The purpose of this professional learning program is to provide teachers with a clear understanding of the delivery of
the School‑assessed Task, including authentication, administration and how to apply the assessment criteria and descriptors for the
School-assessed Task in the relevant VCE study.
In 2022 the structure of this professional learning program will be a series of on-demand videos for teachers of each VCE study to
provide support for the School-assessed Task. There will also be further live webinars in Terms 1 and 2. These on-demand videos
and the live webinar dates will be published in the Notices to Schools and the Bulletin in February 2022.
For more information, please go to the VCE professional learning page or email VCE Professional Development.

VCAA Bulletin November 2021
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VCE Biology and VCE Environmental Science implementation videos for
accreditation period 2022–2026
Implementation video presentations providing teachers with an overview of the reaccredited study designs for 2022–2026 are now
available on the VCE Biology and VCE Environmental Science study pages
For enquiries, please email the STEM Curriculum Manager or Science Curriculum Manager.

VCE Classical Languages implementation videos for accreditation period 2022–2026
Implementation video presentations providing teachers with an overview of the changes made to the revised and reaccredited study
designs for 2022–2026 are now available on the VCE Latin, VCE Classical Hebrew and VCE Classical Greek study pages.
For enquiries, please email the Languages Program Manager.

Course Prescriptions for VCE Classical Greek
Refer to Notice to Schools 157/2021.

Course Prescriptions for VCE Classical Hebrew
Refer to Notice to Schools 154/2021.

VCE Music Prescribed Lists
The 2022 solo and group lists of works are now available on the VCE Music study page.
The same lists are used for Units 3 and 4 of both Music Investigation and Music Performance. Information about study specific
requirements is provided in the lists. Some music publication and identification details have been clarified in these lists, and
works that had been marked for deletion in 2022 have been removed. For the majority of listed works, the cited editions are only
recommended and equivalent editions may be used without seeking our approval. Where a work is a specific arrangement or a
transcription, it will have been generally published only in the cited edition. It is the responsibility of schools to make sure students
perform only listed works or approved alternative works.
The Prescribed List is published only for 2022. Music Studies are currently under review, and a new study design will commence
in 2023, together with new examination specifications and lists of works. These will be made available during the Implementation
period later in 2022.
For enquiries, please email the Performing Arts Curriculum Manager.

VCE Environmental Science (2022–2026) update
Refer to Notice to Schools 160/2021.

VCE Mathematics 2022 guidance
Refer to Notice to Schools 161/2021.

Assessment
2021 VCE written examinations observation visits
Refer to Notice to Schools 149/2021.

2021 VCE examination feedback survey
Refer to Notice to Schools 155/2021.
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Analysing your school’s VCE results
The VCAA invites you to participate in a valuable series of professional learning sessions about analysing your school’s VCE results
in late February and March 2022. These sessions are for school staff responsible for the delivery of the VCE and make use of the
data made available to your school via the VCE Data Service and VCE External Assessment Results Service. They will increase your
knowledge and skills in using the VCE assessment results to:
• identify strengths and weaknesses in your school’s VCE performance in particular VCE studies
• inform professional learning discussions with fellow teachers around improving student outcomes.
The training content will be delivered in four sessions, each of which will be offered on three dates (3.45–4.30pm):
• Study score and statistical moderation – Monday 28 February, Tuesday 8 March and Wednesday 23 March
• External assessments and indicative grades – Tuesday 1 March, Monday 7 March and Thursday 24 March
• VCE Data Service and adjusted scores – Wednesday 2 March, Thursday 17 March, and Tuesday 22 March
• Student Longitudinal Progress – Thursday 3 March, Wednesday 16 March and Monday 21 March.
Please register for each session separately. A link and instructions will be sent to you before the session begins.
For more information, please email the Data Analysis and Reporting Unit.

Senior Secondary Certificate Reform

Update on consultation and drafts
Consultation on new curriculum and study designs for the Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) and VCE Vocational Major closed
in October.
We have considered your feedback and amended the draft curriculum and study designs. The VCAA Board has since endorsed the
drafts, which will now be submitted to the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority for accreditation.
The final versions will be released next year, along with detailed advice for teachers.
We are also developing resources and a program of professional learning to support providers during 2022, as you prepare for the
implementation of the VPC and Vocational Major in 2023. Please check the Victorian Senior Secondary Certificate Reform page
later in the year for details.

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

2021 VCAL Induction
Refer to Notice to Schools 162/2021.
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Vocational Education and Training

2022 VCE VET program changes and transition advice
VCE VET program changes that have been approved for 2022 implementation have been published on the VCE VET programs
page. This document has been updated to include recent VCE VET program reviews approved by the VCAA Board: VCE VET
Agriculture, Horticulture, Conservation and Ecosystem Management; Creative and Digital Media; Dance; Electrical Industry; Music;
and Visual Arts (new program).
Transition advice has also been published for each VCE VET program subject to change for 2022.

VCE VET implementation webinars
In December, we will host a series of implementation webinars to provide support for schools, registered training organisations
(RTOs) and organisations delivering the following VCE VET programs that have undergone significant change in 2021:
• Business
• Dance
• Information and Communications Technology
• Visual Arts.
The webinars will cover transition advice, new program structures, credit arrangements, scored assessment and examination
specifications (where applicable).
Please register through the VET professional learning page.

VET end-of-year webinars and online resources
The first VET end-of-year webinar will be held on Thursday 25 November, 2–3.30pm. This webinar will focus on changes to VCE VET
programs in 2022, including program updates, any changes to the Unit 3–4 streams (scored and non-scored) and transition advice.
Schools, RTOs and organisations delivering VET to secondary students are invited to attend.
The second VET end-of-year webinar will be held on Monday 29 November, 2–3.30pm. This webinar will be accompanied by online
resources that are designed to support your deeper engagement with the webinar content. Topics will include:
• new directions and resources to support VET Delivered to Secondary Students (Get VET, supplementary VCE VET program
resources, Scored Assessment Guide)
• VCE VET enrolments and trends; data on the top 10 VCE VET programs, regions and growth; SSO current and future projects
• upcoming VCE VET program reviews for 2022–2023.
Please register through the VET professional learning page.

Unspecified VET credit
Applications for Unspecified VET Credit will close on Friday 12 November. Please follow the guidelines and attach all necessary
paperwork when submitting your application.
Guidelines and application forms are available as a VASS download. If you are unable to access VASS, please email the VET Unit.

Late amendments to VET on VASS
Students may have the opportunity to undertake additional classes after Monday 8 November (VASS results cut-off date) to complete
practical assessments deferred from earlier this year. This may be VET delivered at a school, an RTO or as part of an apprenticeship
or traineeship.
Where a student achieves competency after the VASS results cut-off date, schools can apply for the student’s VET results to be
amended. This may subsequently lead to the satisfactory completion of their VCE or VCAL.
Please apply through VASS: Results Admin > VET Reports > Amendment.

VCAA Bulletin November 2021

9

VCE VET coursework audits
School Coursework Audit Notification emails have been sent to home schools andr assessing groups for the 2021 audit of scored
VCE VET programs. It is important to follow the instructions included with the email. The home school or RTO identified as the
assessing group is responsible for providing the required audit material. Audit submissions are due by Friday 26 November.
For queries, please email the VET Unit or call (03) 9059 5195.

VCE VET State Reviewer vacancies for 2022
Applications for the State Reviewer positions for VCE VET Dance and VCE VET Kitchen Operations will open in November.
State Reviewers can be teachers of the program at Units 3 and 4 levels. The role is a paid position and appointees are required
to undertake a range of support activities, including participating in professional development, providing feedback and advice to
schools and RTOs, preparing published advice regarding scored assessment and conducting coursework audits.
For more information, please email the VET Unit.

High-level VET qualifications
Any qualification at Certificate IV or Diploma level is considered a high-level qualification for senior secondary purposes.
Schools or providers planning to deliver high-level VET qualifications in 2022 are reminded that an application must be submitted
and approved before commencing any training.
The latest application form and instructions for high-level VET qualifications are available on the Block Credit Recognition page.

Administrative advice

Printed 2022 wall calendars
Refer to Notice to Schools 158/2021.

Last day for amendments to VCE, VCAL and VET student personal details and
consents
Refer to Notice to Schools 153/2021.

GAT Review Panel 2022 expressions of interest
We are seeking expressions of interest to participate in the 2022 GAT review process.
The GAT Review Panel will be made up of experienced teachers and assessors from a range of senior secondary studies.
To support quality assurance processes, panel members will review GAT questions both before and after trialling.
Apply through the Sessional Staff Management System by Tuesday 30 November.
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Bulletin board

Social and Citizenship Education Association of Australia Conference
The Social and Citizenship Education Association of Australia (SCEAA) Conference will be held on Thursday 25 and Friday 26
November. This year’s theme is ‘Social and citizenship education in a disrupted world: Empowering young people for these times’.
The conference will explore how educators can empower young people to understand the issues of these times, voice their opinions
around issues affecting their own and others’ lives, and be active and informed members of their schools and communities.
To register and access the full program of keynotes, workshops and papers, go to the SCEAA Conference website.

Youth Volunteering for Nature
The Youth Volunteering for Nature fund seeks to empower youth all over Victoria to become champions for nature by creating
innovative answers to challenges facing Victoria’s green spaces. Youth Volunteering for Nature is looking for ideas from individuals
aged 18–29 that benefit Victoria’s natural environment, cultural and/or historic heritage through volunteering, and encourage more
young people to volunteer to protect and preserve these special places for future generations.
For more information, go to Parks Victoria.

2021 Koorie Yearbook
The Victorian Aboriginal Education Association (VAEAI) is looking for submissions from Year 12 Koorie students for the 2021 Koorie
Yearbook. This is a chance for students to share their journey and celebrate their achievements. Year 12 Koorie graduates can also
join the competition to create artwork for the yearbook and student apparel pack.

Call for PASS conference papers
The Principals’ Association of Specialist Schools (PASS) invites special education professionals to submit an abstract to share
their experiences and knowledge at the PASS 2022 conference 25–27 May. The theme of the conference, ‘Resilient, Recharged
and Reenergised’, will explore the experience of the past few years and how we are maintaining our commitment to students, their
families and each other.
Submissions close at 5pm on Monday 6 December.
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