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2021 VCE Karen written external 
assessment report 

General comments 
Despite the challenges of 2021, students of VCE Karen demonstrated their commitment, determination and 

enthusiasm to learn in the examination. 

Specific information 
This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise 

stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1: Listening and responding  
It is important for students to listen to the texts carefully and understand the key information to be able to 

answer the questions. In this case, note-taking is vital. It is recommended that students practise listening and 

note-taking during the year.  

Carefully reading the questions is also essential as students need to be able to identify key information 

during the reading time and the playing of the texts. Therefore, it is helpful for students to read the questions 

before listening to the texts as the question would indicate the required information. 

Students must respond to the questions in the correct language otherwise they will not be able to receive 

marks. 

Part A  

Text 1 

Question 1a. 

• Thadah gave an excuse/lie to see Hteepo regarding his foot. 

• Thadah didn’t answer Saw Hteepo’s calls. 

• Hang out / play with another friend. 

Question 1b. 

Any two of the following exaggerations were acceptable. 

• My hair turned white while I was waiting for you. 

• Run faster than the wind. 

• Cars are moving like turtles. 

• His foot was swollen as big as an elephant’s feet. 
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Text 2 

Question 2a. 

Any two of the following.  

• She thinks it is valuable like a hidden treasure. 

• Education needs to be gained when you are young. 

• Education provides knowledge that opens doors to career choices. 

Question 2b. 

Any three of: 

• remember your people back home 

• come back 

• help and share his knowledge with them 

• to be successful. 

Text 3 

Question 3a. 

• Saw Htoo Lay: Htoo means gold, which has a high value and is admired by people; Lay means rock, 

which symbolises strength or solid. 

• Naw Lah Paw: Lah is charming as the moon; Paw is pretty as a flower. 

Question 3b. 

Any three of: 

• a very first gift 

• our personal identity 

• it shows the region of our birthplace 

• giving them with love, hope and meaning. 

Part B 

Text 4 

Question 4a. 

• ySRvXttd.’D;tusd.tg’kA 30M.rh>ySRuJ’d. (possession of many / 30 Klo meant the person was wealthy) 

• ySRtd.'D;pdurDR (power influencer) 

Question 4b. 

Any three of: 

• w>oltDRvXeD>w,>tvdR (it is on the Karen flag) 

• usd.M.w>whtDRvXpX>x;vXvk>’d.yShR’d. (made of expensive metals) 

• rh>vXw>uXtDRtcgtd.'D; w>xkuz.o.urJRvDRqD (prayers are said while it is being made) 

• w>ydmtDRzJrk>eHR'd.rk>eHRxD< (played on special occasions) 

• yxH.usd.tw>yeD.'D;yoh.ngvXyrh>w>wrHRvDRI (when people see Klo they can identify themselves as one) 
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Text 5 

Question 5 

• rHb.vD>b.p; (getting the right amount of sleep) 

• tD.w>tD.vXtySJR’D;w>*H>w>bg’feeD>cdvd.b.tod; (eating food that fulfils your body’s nutritional needs) 

• rRvDRpSRw>tdoH;’D;w>tDrDm< (limiting intake of alcohol and smoking) 

• td.’D;eD>cdw>[l;w>*JRxDbdI (engaging in regular physical activity) 

• uX;[;qSJ;(rh)-uX;rR (something to avoid or something they might do) 

Text 6 

Question 6 

• uJxD.b.ySRtDp}whv,gtxHzduD>zd (become an Australian citizen) 

• ’d;M>b.w>obV (have all the freedom) 

• w>cJG;w>,mvXvXySJRySJR (have rights as a human being) 

• td.'D;eD>up>w>zH;w>rRAusd.phw>[JEkmArRw>ql . (can work and earn like other people) 

• ,td.’D;zd;oJp;uh>*DR&l>oJ;vH (have a legal status) 

• ,[H.zdCDzd cJvXmtd.rlb.ySJR’D; w>bH.w>bXw>obV (family now have freedom and security) 

Section 2: Reading and responding 
In this section students were given the opportunity to display their reading ability and how well they 

understood the texts they read. It also showed how well they could reproduce information accurately through 

the questions and answers.  

Students should read and answer the questions carefully with the most relevant information. Some questions 

were to be answered in dot points, others in full sentences. It was very important to include all the required 

information and key points when answering the questions.  

Part A  

Text 7 

Question 7a. 

Qualities of teak Uses of teak 

Beautiful wood grain 

Durable 

Water resistant  

Weatherproof 

Construction  

Household furniture  

Boat- and ship-building 
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Question 7b. 

• Replant cut teak. 

• Government set aside funds to protect forest. 

• Employ more forest patrols / conservationists. 

Text 8 

Question 8 

Any five of the following. 

• Her company produced high-quality threads and Karen traditional clothing. 

• Provided employment for hundreds of women in the community. 

• Exceptionally passionate about her work and in maintaining the tradition and culture of her people. 

• Has positive work relationship with employees. 

• Provides good working conditions. 

• Ensure safety for employees. 

Part B  

Text 9 

Question 9 

Text type: Journal entry 

Kind of writing: Personal 

Audience: Oneself 

Diary entry should include: date/place/time (as appropriate); structure (related to sequence of thought, 

events or importance); opening (often an evaluative comment); content (information/reflection/evaluation); 

conclusion; register; style and layout.  

Suggested points students may include in their response:  

• ,xD.zF.pdrdRuFdrh>0HR,uvJR[;uok.qlxHuD>t*Rph>uD; (looking forward to travelling when graduating) 

• ,u*kRusJ;pX;rRvdusdmw’d.wqH;wcsK;,vJR[;’H;tcg (make an effort to learn the language before travelling) 

• ,uCkoh.ngqdph>uD;t0Joh.tw>qJ;w>vR’fod;,wrRur.w>w* hR (learn about the culture not to offend) 

• vJRCkm’D;,[H.zdCDzdrhwrh>wHRoud;w*R*R’fod;ub.oud; (take a family member or friend with me not to be 

lonely) 

• zJ,xH.ySRvXtw>bl.w*hR’fySRwz.tcg,o;urRo;’ftDR’D;Ayw>bl.rh>w*hR’fySR*Rb.q.yo;zSHohvDRI (I share the same 

feeling about people less fortunate than me / you can be happy even if you are less fortunate.) 

• ,ymo;vX,urRvdw>qJ;w>vRvXt*Rwz.ph>uD; (looking forward to learning about other cultures) 

Section 3: Writing in Karen 
In this section, students were to choose one question (Question 10 or Question 11) and write approximately 

250 words in Karen.  

When it comes to imaginative writing, students had the ability to create. Most of them were comfortable with 

this type of writing and were able to produce good stories. Some students chose to write in an evaluative 

style for a local newspaper article about a multicultural festival. They wrote the article based on their 

personal experiences. It is important for students to be aware of proper writing structure with introduction, 
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body and conclusion. Spelling errors were very common for many students. Too many errors could lead to a 

different meaning.  

Question 10  

Text type: Imaginative 

Kind of writing: Story  

Audience: Teenagers 

• Students are expected to write a story related to the task given. 

• The story must be imaginative. 

• The story must be appropriate for a teenage audience. 

• The piece of writing should be clearly recognised as a story, with title, structure (introduction, rising 

action, climax, resolution) and content. 

Question 11 

Text type: Article 

Kind of writing: Evaluative 

Audience: Local community 

• Students are expected to evaluate a multicultural festival.  

• They should focus on three aspects of the festival, highlighting strengths and weaknesses of the event. 

• The article must be evaluative, not informative. 

• The article must be appropriate for a local community audience. 

• The piece of writing should be clearly recognised as an article with title, date, place, content, author 

(fictional name), register, style and layout. 
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