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2021 Public Examination

Karen
Continuers Level

Tuesday 19 October: 2 pm Australian Eastern Daylight Time

Reading Time: 10 minutes 
Working Time: 2 hours and 30 minutes

•	 You	have	10	minutes	to	read	all	the	papers	and	to	familiarise	yourself	with	the	requirements	
of	the	questions.	You	must	not	write	during	this	time.

•	 Monolingual	and/or	bilingual	printed	dictionaries	may	be	consulted	during	the	reading	time	
and	also	during	the	examination.

Section 1: Listening and Responding (30 marks)

Instructions to Students

1. Allow approximately 40 minutes for Section 1.

2. Write all your answers to the questions in Section 1 in this booklet in black or blue pen. Space is 
provided for you to make notes.

3. You must answer ALL questions in Part A and Part B.

4. Answer Part A in ENGLISH and Part B in KAREN.

5. Write your student/registration number and the centre number (if required) on the front cover of this 
booklet.

6. All question booklets will be collected at the end of the examination.

© Victorian	Curriculum	and	Assessment	Authority	2021
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Part A (Questions 1–3) 
(15 marks)

Your	response	will	be	assessed	on	how	well	you:
•	 understand	general	and	specific	aspects	of	texts	by	identifying	and	analysing	information	and	
convey	the	information	accurately	and	appropriately.

You will hear THREE texts. Each text will be played twice. There will be a short break between the first and 
second playings of each text. You may make notes at any time.

Listen carefully to each text and then answer the questions in ENGLISH.

Marks
Text 1
1. (a) What makes Saw Hteepo think that Thadah does not want to hang 

out with him and Naw Wahwah?
3

 (b) Provide two examples of exaggeration that have been used in the 
text.

2

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NoT be assessed.



 3 PLEASE TURN OVER

Marks
Text 2
2. (a) What is the mother’s attitude towards education? 2

 (b) What are the mother’s wishes for her son? 3

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.
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Marks
Text 3
3. (a) Provide two examples from the text that demonstrate why parents 

give certain names to their children.
2

 (b) According to the speaker, why should we value the name our parents 
give us?

3

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NoT be assessed.
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Part B (Questions 4–6) 
(15 marks)

Your	response	will	be	assessed	on	how	well	you:
•	 understand	general	and	specific	aspects	of	texts	by	identifying	and	analysing	information	and	
convey	the	information	accurately	and	appropriately.

You will hear THREE texts. Each text will be played twice. There will be a short break between the first and 
second playings of each text. You may make notes at any time.

Listen carefully to each text and then answer the questions in KAREN.

Marks
Text 4
4. (a) In the past, what did owning many klo symbolise?
  vXysXRM.< ySRvXttd.’D;tusd.tg’kM.’k;eJ.zsgxD.vXtrh>ySR’fvJ.I

2

 (b) Provide evidence from the text that demonstrates that klo are 
significant for the Karen people.

  [h.xD.w>tk.o;vXw>uG J ;tylRvXtymzsgus d.r h >w>t&h’ d.

vXunDuvkmt*D>wuh>I

3

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NoT be assessed.
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 Marks
Text 5
5. According to the text, what should someone avoid doing in order to 

live a healthy lifestyle? Include four points in your answer.
 ‘fw>uGJ;ymzsgtod;< ySRw*R*R’fod;uM>b.w>td.rlusdRusJvXt*hRt*D> 

-uX;[;qSJ;rRw>rEkRwz.vJ.I ew>pH;qXM.ub.y.Ckmw>*h>vGH>xH.vDRI

4

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NOT be assessed.
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Marks
Text 6
6. outline how Teedah’s life has changed.
 uGJ;zsgxD.wH’gw>td.rlqDwvJto;’fvJ.wuh>I

6

End of Section 1

You may make notes in 
this space. These notes 
will NoT be assessed.
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Section 2: Reading and Responding (25 marks)

Instructions to Students

1. Allow approximately 1 hour and 10 minutes for Section 2.

2. Write all your answers to the questions in Section 2 in this booklet in black or blue pen.

3. You must answer ALL questions in Part A and Part B.

4. Answer Part A in ENGLISH and Part B in KAREN.

5. Write your student/registration number and the centre number (if required) on the front cover of this 
booklet.

6. All question booklets will be collected at the end of the examination.

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2021
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Part A (Questions 7–8) 
(10 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 understand	general	and	specific	aspects	of	texts	( for	example,	by	comparing,	contrasting,	
summarising	and/or	evaluating)	and	convey	the	information	appropriately.

7. Read the text and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

oh.y[H.M.rh>oh.vX trHR’d.’D;t&h’d.r;vXuD>y,DRtylR’D;w>vD>t*RweDRvX[D.cd.csXM.

vDRI tg’.w>wuh>w>xH.M>tDRvXrk>xD.uvHRxH;wcD’D; vXw>ud>tvD>u0DRwuyRM.vDRI 

oh.tHRtd.’D;tv.vXtvJ>’D;rh>0J’. oh.yS>vg[hxDbdvXuD>y,DRtylRM.vDRI

oh.y[H.tn.tHRtrHR[lo.zsg0JvXtuH>tpD*hRtCd‘D;w>qgtDRqluD>csXtguwX>rh>vX 

txk;M.ySRuD>csXzdto; M.vDRI oh.tHRwvd.w>uwDRtDRtgtgb.I vXuD>y,DRtylRySRvXtyOR 

oh.M> tHRrh>xJ’.ySRxl;ySRwDRvXuol.[H.CDt*D>vDRI

oh.y[H.tuH>tpDvXtxk;M>ySRtg*Rto;rh> vXoh.tHRtd.’D;tn.u0DRCHvRwz.usXR0J< 

cD.xHM>’D;wl>uDRw>ud>w>ck.M>*hR’d.r;vDRI cDzsdvXtuH>tpD*hR’D;trHR[lvXtw>CHw>vRt 

CdySRtg*Rvd.b.tDRvDRI oh.y[H. tHRySRqd;ugtDRvXw>ol.xD.bSDxD.t*D>< [H.CDw>yD;w>vD< 

‘D;w>whcsH’D;ubDwz.M.vDRI

vXw>vD>weDRM. w>ulmvDRoh.tHRw>}wD0J’D;wzd;oJp;b.< rh>vXoh.tHRtvk>tyOR*hR0Jt

CdySRrRuRw>zdwz.qg [k.qgbs.oh.tHR’D;rRM>phtxd;egtgr;M.vDRI ySRvXttd.vXcdcd.

yS>v>usgwz.rh>*hR< vXupX>cd.tusgrh>*hRt0Joh.usDvDRoh.tHRvXw>urRM>pht*D>vDRI 

c Dzs dvXt0Joh.tvDrh.tlwtd.b.tCd< oh.ulmvmwz.ol0J’.vXoh.rk.M.vDRI 

vXw>*h>tHRtCd< oh.y[H.tHRvDRpSRuGHm0Jud;eH.’J;vDRI w>tHRtCd< y’d.-uX;ymvDRphymuDRvX 

w>u&J.oJuwDRuG>xGJuhRoh.yS>tHRM.vDRI phvXw>ymvDR0JtHR-uX;vXt0Joh.wz.b.ol.tg 

xD.oh.y[H.’D; ub.‘d;vJtgxD.ySR*S.yS>rhwrh>ySRyXRoh.yS>wz.M.vDRI



 3 PLEASE TURN OVER

QUESTIONS
Marks

(a) Complete the table below with two qualities and two uses of the wood of the teak tree. 2

Qualities of teak Uses of teak

• •

• •

(b) What measures need to be taken to protect teak trees? 3



 4

zJvg’H.phbX. 18oD 2020 eH.M.,vJRxH.vdmo;’D;eD>vgph vXt’d;M>b.w>vRuyDRvXtrh> 

rk>usdR0JRuGRw>rRu p>vXt*hRzJ eH.2020 M.vDRI vk.xlvk.ph w>rRvD>tHRrh>w>rRvD>vXt 

td.’D;w>ynd.vXturRbsK;ySRw0X< ySRwuvkmcDzsdvXw>qgw>yShR’D; b.oh.ngtDRvXtxk;td.

xD.vk.t*hRuwX>wz.’D;unDqhulqhuRtuvkmuvkm wz.vXtuH>tpDvXySJRM.vDRI 

w>rRvD>tHR’k;td.xD.w>rRwz.vXydmrk. 100 *RC.C. vXySRw0XylRvXttd. ’D;w>ohw>b. 

b.xGJvXunDvk>v>’GJvRw>pkohcD.b.w>rRwz.t*D>M.vDRI

,uwdRw>’D; eD>vgph’D;,xH.b.vXtrh>ydmrk.vXttd.’D;w>ol.ql.o;ql.’d.’d.rk>rk>vXt

w>zH;w>rR’D;w>yXRCmw>qJ;w>vR’D;tySRuvkmtxloElwz.vDRI

‘,rRw>zJtHRrkmr;rh>vX w>rRvD>tHRuG>xGJySR*hR’d.r;M.vDRI w>&hvdmo;vXySRrRw>zd’D;ySRvXt

uJycd.wz.ph>uD;*hR’d.r;vDRI ywJoud;w>’D;usJ;pX;rRM>w>o;vDRyvdmzJ w>*h>vdmbSDvdmuJxD.

tcg’D;yoh.ngvX ySRvXtuJycd.wz.[l;xD.’D;bSDb.w>uD>w>cJwcg*hRwcg*hRvXtuJxD. 

o;wbsDCD’ M.ySRrRw>zdw*RpH;0JvDRI

zJ,[;uG>w>vX vk.xlvk.phw>rRvD>M.< ,xH.b.vXw>rRtvD>wz.*hR’d.r;vDRI t0Joh.

vlRydmrR0Jy’d.w>od.w>oD ’fod;ySRrRw>zdwz.w>bH.w>bX’D;w>ylRzsJ;utd.t*D>M.vDRI 

‘fod;eEkmvDRrRw>zJtHRuoht*D>< ySRud;*R’J;ub.xD. w>rRvD>w>bH.w>bXw>rRvdoyS>uwX> 

‘D;ub.rRoDxD.tvHmtk.o;tHRud;eH.’J;M.vDRI

8. Read the text and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.
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QUESTION
Marks

Provide evidence from the text that demonstrates that Nawlahsay is worthy of the award she has received. 5
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Part B (Question 9) 
(15 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	stimulus	text
•	 write	text	appropriate	and	relevant	to	context,	purpose	and	audience
•	 structure	and	sequence	information	and	ideas
•	 manipulate	language	structures	and	vocabulary	in	Karen.

9. Read the text and then answer the question in approximately 150 words in KAREN on page 8.

ql eD>zD0g0g

zJr[dweH.< ,vJR[;qlxHuD>t*kRt*Rwz.vDRI

,w>[;uok.wbsD tHRrkmr;’D;,ol.yd>o;0;ySJR’D;w>o;obVvDRI

zJ,w>vJRwbsDtHRtd.’D;w>wRw>vX,*D>weDRph>uD;vDRI ,rh>uwJmuwDRo;xJvJ.b.q.< rh>vX,uwdRxH 

uD>tHR tusdmwb.trJmngw>qJ;w>vRwz.w’fod;vdmo;tCd< ,b.yvD>,o;’f od;wuJw>wHmwm’D;ok 

wzsgvX, wymuJySR*Rtw>qJ;w>vRwz.w*hRM.vDRI

,vJR[;tcg,oh.eD.xD.,[H.zdCDzdwz.’d.r;vDRI,w>vJRwbsDtHR’k;oh.ngeD.xD.,RvX,[H.zdCDzd 

rh>w>t&h’d.’d.r;vX,*D>vDRI

‘fM.tod;vX,w>vJRwbsDtHRtzDcd.,e>yX>’D;oh.ngtgxD.vX ,bl.*hR’d.r;vX,td.qd;b.vX,xH,uD> 

tHR’D;,w>tJ.,xH,uD>’d.xD.tgxD.M>’H;vXngM.vDRI

,w>vJRwbsDtHRrkm’d.r;rh>vX,vJRxH.’D;oh.ngb.uvkm*Rtw>qJ;w>vRwz.< ,oh.ngtgxD.

[H.zdCDzdw>t&h’d.vX,*D>’D;,bl.*hRwD>b.vX,’d;M>b.w>vJRcDzsdt0JtHRM.vDRI

vXewHRoud;<

pDRq.rl
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QUESTION

You are planning to go overseas for the first time. You have read Saw Hsamoo’s letter. Having read about Saw 
Hsamoo’s travel experiences, write an entry in your diary, in which you reflect on his experiences and on what 
you will do differently when you go overseas.

ewdmymvXeuvJR[;qlxH*kRuD>*RtqduwX>wbsDvDRI ez;b.pDRq.rltvHmy&XM.vDRI wkRez;b.pDRq.

rltw>vJRcDzs dvXtw>[;wbsDtHR’D; uG>qdrd.u’guhRtw>vJRcDzs d’D;eurRvDRqDM>tDRzJerh>vJR[;b.

vXxH*kRuD>*Rtcg’fvJ.M. uGJ;vDRvXevHmuJG;eD.w>tylRwuh>I

You may make notes in this space. These notes will NOT be assessed.
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Do	not	remove	this	page	from	the	question	booklet.

Student/Registration
Number

Karen
Continuers Level

Centre Number

Question 9



 9

End of Section 2
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Section 3: Writing in Karen (20 marks)

Instructions to Students

1. Allow approximately 40 minutes for Section 3.

2. Write your answer to a question from Section 3 in this booklet in black or blue pen. Space is provided 
for you to make notes.

3. You must answer ONE question in KAREN.

4. Write your student/registration number and the centre number (if required) on the front cover of this 
booklet.

5. All question booklets will be collected at the end of the examination.

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2021
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Section 3 (Questions 10–11) 
(20 marks)

Your response will be assessed on how well you:
•	 demonstrate	depth	of	treatment	of	information,	ideas	and/or	opinions
•	 write	text	appropriate	and	relevant	to	context,	purpose	and	audience
•	 structure	and	sequence	information	and	ideas
•	 manipulate	language	structures	and	vocabulary	in	Karen.

Answer ONE question from this section in approximately 250 words in KAREN.

10. Write an imaginative story for teenagers that ends with the sentence ‘Wow, we actually did it!’

 uGJ;w>qdrd.rSHtylw,k>vXo;p>vd.bdwz.t*D> vXvHmusdRtuwX>M.ub.rh>0J’ftHR‘0DR, yrRuJxD.rXR’

11. You have recently attended a multicultural festival. Write an article for a local newspaper evaluating  
three aspects of the festival.

 zJw,Hm’H;b.M. evJRvXw>rRvRuyDRw>qJ;w>vRxD&DRtrk>eHRM.vDRI uGJ;vHmzSd.&RwcgvXtrh>w>orHord; 

uhR w>td.o;oXrHRb.xGJvXbl.t0JtHRt*h>vXw>u&RvDRvXvD>u0DRw>upD.tvHmylRwuh>I
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You may make notes in this space. These notes will NOT be assessed.
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Question Number:
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End of Section 3
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