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2022 VCE Karen written external 
assessment report 

General comments 
Overall, students’ performance in the 2022 Karen written examination  was good. Most students prepared 

well for this examination and scored highly. 

Advice for students: 

• Students must be familiar with the structure of the written examination, which has some parts in 

Section A and B that must be responded to in English and others in Karen. 

• Read the questions carefully, as some questions need to be answered in Karen. No marks are given 

for answering in the wrong language. 

• Learn different text types and different styles of writing, especially formal and informal letter writing; 

refer to the VCAA website for the different styles of writing and text types. 

• Try to answer every question. 

• Answer in full sentences that are appropriate to the question and text type. 

Specific information 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise 

stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.  

Section 1: Listening and responding  
Students generally demonstrated their understanding of the texts and responded well. However, they are 

reminded to read the instructions carefully and answer the questions exactly as required. Unfortunately, 

some students confused Part A, which required them to respond in English, and Part B, which required them 

to respond in Karen, and answered the questions in the wrong language; therefore, they were not awarded 

any marks. 

Sometimes it appeared that students had difficulty translating the correct words from Karen to English or 

from English to Karen. In this case, students should use equivalent words to convey the meaning instead of 

matching the words literally.  

Text 1 

Question 1 

Any five of: 

• talent / natural ability 

• healthy  

• strong 

• can move fast 
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• has a powerful punch 

• has his grandfather’s bloodline 

Text 2 

Question 2 

• learn about the change 

• try to accept the different views/changes 

• prepare himself and relax his mind 

• try to see things from the positive side 

Text 3 

Question 3a. 

The two big challenges Say Say faced as a migrant were any two of: 

• parents want to organise a homework club 

• parents need to organise a community meeting for further discussions 

• parents want to support their children (children have reported they have a problem with their 

schoolwork). 

Question 3b. 

• Find volunteers to teach the students. 

• Find a room/place for the homework club.  

• A working with children’s check is needed by volunteers. 

• Need a coordinator for the program. 

Text 4 

Question 4 

• rRbl.vDRphvXvDrk>ysDylR (Donate money, online or on the day). 

• yShRpXRw>tD.’D;w>zdw>vHRvXw>weHRM. (Buy food and other items on the day.) 

• rRbl.vDRw>ulw>uR< w>tD.w>tD ‘D;w>t*kRt*RvXySRuqgtDR (Donate clothes, food and other 

items to sell.) 

• ‘k;oh.ngAwJb.ySR*kRySR*Rwz.vXphymuDRwbsDtHR (Tell everyone about it.) 

• vJRqD.xGJoud;zJw>weHRM. (Attend the activity day.) 

Text 5 

Question 5 

Any six of: 

• wdRz;xDvXxHusd,GRql.tzDcd.’D;wdRus.xD.vH<  (long bridge over a strong river current / rotten 

bridge) 

• vhuyRvXtbshzJw>plR< (side of the cliff, which is slippery when it rains) 

• b.vJRcDpHmysDz;vJ>< (walk through big farm) 

• zFgz;’d.vXvh>,D>wz.bHbk< (big market with busy bicycles) 
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• pDRuhuhtrd>tw>qXuwD>wtd.vXuvJRqSXtDR’D;vJRpd>tDRvXuFd (she does not have time to take him 

to and from school) 

• rd>rRbkwM>(usd.ph)w>[JEkmpSR (the mother’s farm had not produced enough grains this year) 

• tuFdM.td.,HR’d.r;vDRI (the school is far away). 

Text 6 

Question 6 

• rRvdb.unDeH.xD.oD[JuJxD.t*h>'D; unDeD.w,>[JuJxD.t*h>Ck1f'D; unDzdt 

w>[JvDRpXRqluD>vgylRt*h> (learn about how Karen New Year was established, how the Karen flag 

was established and how Karen people came to Kaw Lah) 

• oh.ngb.w>rRzHbH,DRw>&J.w>usJR (gain knowledge of the Pi Bee Yor program) 

• xH.b.unDw>qJ;w>vRtuvk1fuvk1f  (get to enjoy sports competitions) 

• xH.b.w>vd.cd.vd.uGJ'D;w>¹yXwz. (get to see cultural shows (dance/traditional clothing). 

Section 2: Reading and responding 
This section was designed to test the students’ understanding in general, as well as their ability to identify 

and analyse specific aspects of the text. They needed to convey the information accurately and appropriately 

as required. Most students scored highly on Question 7, comparing the advantages and disadvantages of 

building dams.  

In Question 8, when students were asked about why music is so important to Saw Kawsay. Many students 

struggled to provide the details, which indicated their difficulty in understanding uncommon vocabulary in 

Karen. It was also a challenge for students to convey some Karen terminology into English.  

Question 9 was an informative writing task. Most students did well in writing an email in Karen to a friend; 

they demonstrated an impressive skill in understanding the original text and an ability to inform him what he 

needs to do to overcome his concerns. Students are reminded to try to expand their vocabulary and improve 

their grammar. 

Part A – Answer in English 

Text 7 

Question 7 

Advantages include: 

• store water for drought 

• visiting the place – people can go there to relax and enjoy the environment 

• generate hydroelectric power. 

Disadvantages include: 

• villagers will be forced to leave their homes 

• would destroy the nearby wildlife habitat / could lead to extinction of animals 

• flood local farming land. 
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Text 8 

Question 8 

• makes him more confident 

• helps him express himself 

• helps him connect with people / make friends 

• allows him to express his origin, culture and experiences as a migrant. 

Part B – Answer in Karen 

Text 9 

Question 9 

• e-uX;uhRxH.vdm’D;e[H.zdCDz d (Make time for your family and visit them.) 

• w>rRM.utg’D;uCXwvXvXt*D>tCd-uX;rRpSRvDRew>zH;w>rR (If possible, reduce the workload.) 

• t}uX;[H;M.w>qXuwD>vXtd.bSH;td.og< [;uok.uysDR (Need to have breaks.) 

• [H;M>w>qXuwD>vXuxH.vdm&hvdmrkmv dmo;’D;wHRoud;wz. (Make time to socialise with friends.) 

• wJoud;w>’D;w>rRcd.b.xGJ’D;w>uDw>cJw>ud>w>*DRwz. (Talk to your boss about your concerns.) 

• Ckw>rRtoDwcgvXtwtd.vX0h>ylRb.AChxD.vXrk>eHRweDReDRM.eurRpdw>vX[H. (Try finding 

another job not in the city / ask to work from home some days.) 

• CkM>w>qXuwD>vXu[H;M>w>qXuwD>’D;ehqX. (Find time to spend time in nature.) 

Text type: Email 

Writing style: Informative 

• Aims to convey information from the writer to the reader as clearly, comprehensively and accurately 

as possible. 

• Usually uses objective style and impersonal expressions.  

• Generally uses facts, examples, explanations, analogies and sometimes statistical information, 

quotations and references as evidence. 

• Chooses language, structure and sequence to make the message clear and unambiguous, so the 

sequencing of information is usually logical and predictable. 

• Probably uses few adjectives, adverbs and images, except as examples or analogies in explanation. 

Section 3 ‒ Writing in Karen 
In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Karen in response 

to one of two questions, each requiring a different text type and a different style of writing. This section tested 

the students’ ability and skill in conveying information and opinions using a range of vocabulary and correct 

sentence structure to articulate and express their thoughts on a topic. When selecting a task, students 

should choose one that is familiar to them and that requires the kind of writing to which they are best suited.  

Responses should have: 

• demonstrated depth of treatment of information, ideas and/or opinions 

• been appropriate and relevant to context, purpose and audience 

• correct structure and sequence of information and ideas 

• manipulated language structures and vocabulary in Karen. 
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Question 10 

This question asked students to write an imaginative story about a happy event.  

Most students chose this question. They did well in using their imagination or drawing on personal 

experiences. They also demonstrated their understanding and expressed their ideas and opinions in-depth in 

their writing. 

• Text type: Story 

• Kind of writing: Imaginative 

• Audience: Teenagers 

Question 11 

Students were required to write a persuasive letter to the manager of a local television channel asking the 

manager to show more films and television programs on the weekends that are suitable for families. 

Fewer students chose this question. They did well by providing the benefit of showing the films and television 

program to families.  

Students expressed their opinions very well, however, needed to improve their grammatical skills and 

spelling. 

• Text type: Formal letter 

• Kind of writing: Persuasive 

• Audience: TV manager 
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